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I>TIKFACE. 

TiiK discovery of Uio NorUi Pole Ikis been 
iliilaycd too long. 

IVj si^ttlt; this qutistioji, and rolicvc mo.ns minds 
of furl^lier anxiety and spt^ciilatiou in regard to the 
ciiHJuniJaccnb regions, 1 lately sent an old iVioud on 
a voyii^o o\' discovery io the Arcitic r(\i;l<>ius. My 
frion<l, though not a '*K|>ccjal corn»spott<lt;nl" luts 
hticn ,succ(»ssrnl. Ifo lias discovm-oil lln^ Kurik 
VoUk 

Thin volumo lays Ihc rc«nlts and mniuntic dftlail« 
of hi.s expedition hcforo the i^eader. 
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THE GJAJNT OF THE JSTORTH 


VOKTNCS ROUND TlIK POLB. 


CHATTELi L 

INTRODUCES OUll Ul-:RO AMD HIS KINLiRICSl 

Tmk Giant WHS an Mskimo of the Arctic regiona 
At the begiimin^- of his career he was known among 
hid kindred by the name of Skreekiabruot, or the 
howler, Ijcoauso he howled oi'teuer and more furi- 
ously than any infant tliat liad over been born in 
Arctic hind. ILis proper name, however, waa 
(JhiM;:iatok, though his Ijuniliais still ventured occa- 
siuiially to style him Hkreckinbroot. 

Now it muat not be snppos^ed that our ^iant was 
one of those I'idiculous myths of the nursery, with 
monstrous heads and sava<^r(; hearts, who live on 
human llesh, and finally receive their deserts at the 
hands of famous giant-killiiitr Jacks. No! Oliingatok 

A 
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was a real man of moderate size — Jiot iiioro than 
seven foot two in liis poalskin boots — with a lithe, 
handsome fignie, innnonse ehost and shouldo.rs, a 
gentle disposition, and a fine, tlioiigh fiattish counten- 
ance, which was sometimes grave with thought, at 
other times rippling witli fun. 

Wc mention the howling characteristic of his 
bahyhood Ixscause it was, in early lifo, tlie only indica- 
tion of the grand spirit tliat dwolt witliin him — tlio 
solitary evidence of the tremendous energy with 
which he was endowed. At first he was no bigger 
than an ordinary infant. He was, perhaps, a little 
fattei', but not larger, and there was not an oily man 
or woman of the tribe to which he belonged who 
would have noticed anything peculiar about him if 
he had only kept moderately ({uiet; but this he 
would not or could not do. His inouth was his 
safety-valve. His spirit seemed to have been boru 
big at once. It was far too large for his infant body, 
and could only fmd relief from the little plump 
dwelling in which it was at first enshrined by rushing 
out at the month. 'Fhe shrieks ol' pigs were trifles 
to the yelling of that Eskimo child's impatience. 
The caterwauling of cats was as nothing to the 
growls of his disgust. The angiy voico of the Polar 
bear was a mere chii'p companul with the furious 
howling of his disappointment, and tlio barking of a 
mad walrus was music to the roaring of his wrath ' 
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Every one, except his mutluir, wislieti liiiu d«ad and 
huriud ill the centre of an iceberg or at the bottom of 
the Tolar Sea. His mother — squat, solid, pheasant- 
faced, and mild- -alone [ait up with his ^vays with 
that long-sufi'ering endurance which is characteristic 
of mothers. A^jthing could disturb the serenity of 
Toolooha. Wlieu the young git^nt (that was to be) 
roared, she fondled him ; if that was ineffectual, she 
gave him a walrus tusk or a seal's flipper to play 
with ; if that did not suffice, she handed him a lump 
of blubber to suck; if that failed, as was somotiines 
the case, she gambolled with him on the floor of 
her snow-hut, and rubbed his oily visage lovingly 
over her not less oleaginous countenance. Nee<l we 
enlarge on this point ? Have not all mothers acted 
thus, or similarly, in all times and climes? 

From pole to y>ole ft motlier'a soul 

la tender, strojig, ami triu* ; 
AVliutliiif tbu lovuil be good or bad — 

W'liitt!, yellow, lil.ick, nr Idiic. 

But Toolooha's love was wise as well as strong. 
If all else failed, she was wont to apply corpoial 
punishment, and whacked her baby with her tail. 
Be not shocked, reader. We refer to the tail of her 
coat, which was so long that it tiailed on the ground, 
and had a flap at the end which produced surprising 
results when properly applied. 

lint the howlin^j condition of life did not last lonf;;. 
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At the ajio of fivu years litilo (Jliingatok began to 
^row miusiKilly iapt, ami vvlnui ln' readied the age of 
.seven, tlie tiibe look not(* of him as a more than 
proniisiii'^ youth. Then the grand spirit, Avhicli had 
-hitht'Tto soii^;lit to vent itself in yells and murderous 
assaults on its doting moLlior, spent its energies in 
more noble action. AH the little boys of his size, 
although much older than liimself, began to look 
up to Jiiiu as a champion. None went so boldly into 
mimic warfare with the walrus and the bear iia 
(Jhingatok. No one could make toy sledges out of 
inferior and scanty materifils bo well as he. if any 
little one wanted a succuurer in distress, Skreekin- 
broot was the lad to whom he, or she, turned. If a 
broken toy had to be mended, Cliingatok could do 
it bcttes' thiin any other bo3^ And 80 it went on 
until he became a man and a giant. 

When he was merely a big boy — that is, bigger 
than the largest man of hia tribe — ho went out with 
the other braves to hunt and fish, and signalised 
himself by the reckless manner in which he would 
attack tlie polar bear single-handed; but when he 
reached his full height and breadth he gave up reck- 
less acts, restrained his tendency to display his great 
strength, and became unusually modest and thought- 
ful, even pensive, for an Eskimo. 

The superiority of Chingatok's mind, as well as hia 
body, soon became manifest. Even among savages, 
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intolloctuiil power connnamls n.»spcct. Wlien coupled 
wWh pliysicfil force it. elicits reverence. Tlu* yoinii^ 
giant Hoon bec^anie an oracle and a Kmlinj;' nian 
ill his tribe. Thoae wliu had wished him dead, and 
in Uie centre of an iceber*^ or at tlie bottom q{ the 
Pohir Sea, came to wiwli tbat Ibere were only a few 
more men like liini. 

or course he had one or two enemies. Who has 
not ? There were a ftjw who envied him his ])hysical 
powers. Tlierc were some who cjivied him hia 
moral inilucnce. >J"one envied liim hh intellectual 
superiority, for they did not uiiderHtand it. TJicro 
was one who not only envied but hated liini. This 
was Eemcrk, a )neau-.spij'ited, narrow-minded fellow, 
who could not bear to play what is si y led s<'cond 
fiddle. 

Eemerlc was big enongli — over six feet- but lie 
wanted to bo bitvirer. ^]^'■ wjis stout enoiio]i^ Imt 
wanted to be stouter, lie was inlluential too, but 
wanted to reij^n supronu). This, of course, was not 
possible while there existed a laller, stouter, and 
cleverer man than liirnself. Even if l^^einerk had 
been the equal of CJliiuj;ato]c iu all tlieso res]jects, 
tlierc would still Iiave remained one diricrence of 
character which would have rendered equal iiy im- 
])OHsible. 

Tt was this ; onr youn^ jriant was unsi^liish and 
modest. Kem(^rk was seliish and vain ;.',]fjriou8. 
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When the latter killed a seal lie always kept the tit- 
bits for himself. Chingatok gave them to his mother, 
or to any one else who had a mind to have them. 
And 80 in regard to everything. 

Chingatok was not a native of the region in wliich 
we introduce him to the reader. lie and the 
tribe, or rather part of the trihe, to wliich he 
belonged, had travelled from the far north; so far 
north that nobody knew the name of the land from 
which they had come. Even Chingatok himself did 
not know it. Being unactjuainted with geography, 
he knew no Tnore about his position on the face of 
this globe than a (ield-mouse or a sparrow. 

But the young giant had heard a strange rumour, 
while in his far-off country, which had caused 
his strong intellect to ponder, and hia huge heart 
to beat high. Tribes who dwelt far to the south 
of his northern home had told him that other 
tribes, still further south, had declared that the 
people who dwelt to the south of them had met with 
a race of men who came to them over the sea on 
iloating islands; that these islands had something 
like trees growing out of them, and wings wliioh 
moved about, which folded and exjianded somewhat 
like the wings of the sea-gull ; that these men's faces 
were whiter tlian l^l.skiino faces ; thnt tlu^y wore 
skins of a much more curious kind than sealskins, 
and that they were ania/ingly clever with tlieir 
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hands, talked a language tliat no one could under- 
stmid, and did many wonderful things that nobody 
could comprehend. 

A ]t)nging, wistful expression used to steal over 
Chingatok's face as he ga/.ed at tlie southern Jiorizon 
while liatcniufT to tliese strnnj^^c. rumours, and a very 
slight sTTiilo of incredulity Iiml glimmered on his 
visnge, when it was told him that one of the floating 
islamls of these Kabhmcts, or white men, had been 
seen with a \)urning mountain in the middle of it, 
which vomittul forth smoke and fire, and sometimes 
uttered a furious hissing or tslirieking sound, not 
unlike his own voice when he was a Skreekinbroot. 

The giant said little about these and other subjects, 
but thought dtjeply. His mind, as we have said, was 
fir ahead of his time and condition. Let us listen to 
some of the disjointed thoughts that perplexed this 
man. 

"Who maile mo?" ho asked in a low tcme, when 
floating alone one day in his kayak, or skin canoe, 
"whence came 1? whither go I? What is this 
great sea on which T iloat ? that land on which I 
tread? No sledge, no spear, no kayak, no snow-hut 
makes itself ! Who m;uio all that which I behold V 

Chingatok lookf^d around liim, but no audible 
jinswer came fi-om N":\t.ure. He looked up, but the 
glorious sun only duz/.lcd his eyes. 

" There m?Aiii be (Uu*,/' he continued in a h)W( i 
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tone, "who made all things ; but who made Him I 
No one? It is ini])nssib]e ! The Maker mnstliavc 
ever been. Ever been!" He ro[>eated tliis onee or 
twice witli a look of jjcrplexed gravity. 

The northern savage liad gra,s])cd the grand 
mystery, and, like all true philosophervS savage or 
civilized who have gone before him, relapsed into 
silenoe. 

At last he resolved to travel south, until he should 
arrive at the coasts where tliese strange sights before 
described wore said to have been seen. 

Having made ujj his mind, (Jhingatok began his 
arrangements without delay; persuaded a few 
Jiimilies of his tribe to accompany him, and reaclnid 
the north-western shores of Greenland after a long 
and trying journey by water and ice. 

Here he spent the winter. When spring came, 
he continued liis journey sontli, and at last began 
to look out, with sanguine ex]iectaiion, for tlio 
floating islands with wings, and the larger island 
with the burning mountain on it, about vrliich he 
had hearcj. 

Of course, on his way soutli, our giant fell in with 
some members of thu l.iibes llirough wlioni the 
rumours that puzzled him had been transmitted to 
tlic far north ; and, as he advanced, these rumours 
tottk a nioi'e dcnnite, also a more correct, form. 
In time be cjune to understand that the floathit; 
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islands wore gigantic kayaks, or canoes, with masts 
and HJiilw, insUmd (tf trees and wings. The burn- 
ing mountain, however, remained an unmodified 
my,stoiy, which he was still inclined to disbelieve. 
But these more cori'ect views did not in the h^ast 
abate (.■liinu;atok's eager d(^=^ire to beliold, with 
his own eyes, the strange men from the unknown 
south. 

Eemerk formed one of the party who had 
volunte^ircd to join (^hiiigatok on this journey. 
Not that Keinork was influenced by large-minded 
views or a tliirst for knowledge, but he could not 
bear the thought that his rival should have nil the 
honour of going forth on a long journey of explora- 
tion to the mysterious south, a journey which was 
sure to be full of adventure, and the successful 
accom])liBhment of which would unquestionably 
rai.^fi liim vcuy mucli in the estimiiLiou of Ids tribe. 

Kf^mork had volunteered to go, not as second in 
command, Imt as an independent member of the 
party — a sort of free-lance. Chin^atok did not 
quite relish having Ec^ncTk for a companion, but, 
being a good hnmouriid, easy-going fellow, he made 
no ()bj(ictiou to his going. Eemerk took his 
wife with him. Chingatok took his mother and 
JitUe sister; ah-;o a young woman named Tr^lckona, 
wlio was liis wife's sis-liT These were the only 
fi^nalesof the exphjiiui; }>aiiy. Chini^Mtok had left 
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his wife behind hiin, because she wiis not, lobust 
at tliat time; hesidoH, slie was very small — as ia 
usnally the case with giants' wives— -and he was 
remarkably fond of lier, and feared to exjjoae her 
to severe fati^^ne and dan<^er. 

The coniploled jiMtly of explorers numbered 
twenty souls, wit.li their resf)ective bodit's, some of 
whieh latl(U' were lari^c, some small, but all stroiig 
and healthy. Four of the nu-n wore friends of 
Kemerlc, whom lie had induced to join because 
he knew them to be kindred spirits who would 
suppoii; him. 

" T go to the ice-cliflf to look upon the sea.," said 
Chingatok one morning, drawing himself up to his 
full lieitrht. and unconsciously brushing some of the 
lamp-bl:u ': tiiT \hc roof of his hut with the hood ot 
his sealskin coat. 

At tliis |x>int it may ho well to explain, once for 
all, that our giant did not speak English, and as it 
is highly improbable that the reader understands 
the Eskimo tongmi, we will tran^iilate as literally 
as possible — merely remarking that Chingatok-'s 
language, likit his luind, was of a superior cnst. 

"WJiy goes my son to the ice clifT?" asked 
Toolooha in a slightly reproachful tone. " Are not 
the floes nearer ? Can he not look on the great 
salt lake from tbe hummocks ? Tbe sun has been 
bot a long time now. The ice-clifls are dangerous. 
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Tlieir eilges split off every day. If my son goes 
oftoii to tliciii, lie will one (l;iy come tuuil)liiig down 
upon the floes and be cnislied flat, and mcu will 
carry him to his mother's feet like a mass of ahajjo- 
loss hhibber." 

It is iiilerestinr;; to note liow stronj^ a re:-;eniblanco 
there is in sentiment and modes of tlumght lictweeu 
diifereut members of the human family. This 
untutored savage, this Tolar giant, rci>lied, ui the 
Eskimo tongue, words which may be freely 
translated — 

"Never fear, raollu-r, 1 know how to take caro 
of myself." 

Had he been an Englishman, he could not have 
expressed himself more naturally. Ife smiled us he 
looked down at his stout and genial motlicr, while 
slie stooped and drew forth a clioiee morsel of walrus 
llesli from one of her bouts. T'skimo ladies wear 
enormous sealskin boots the whole length of their 
legs. The tops of these boots arc made extiemely 
wide, for the purpose of stowing away lilubber, or 
babi(*s, or other odd articles that might encumbei 
their hands. 

(Jhingatok seemed the penionification of savage 
dignity as he stood there, leaning on a aliort walrus 
spear. Evidently his little luotlier doted on him. 
So did Oblooria, a ]tretty litth* girl of about .sixteen, 
who was his only sister, ami the counterpart of liei 
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moilh^r, Iiairy comL and tail included, only a fow 
sizes smaller. 

But Chingatok's diL^nity v/as marred soititiwiiaL 
when he wout down on his hands au<I knees, in 
iji'tlcr to crau'l tlirij];,.ilt tijt; low suow-lunin'l which 
was the only modcj ol" (^[(les-s from tlie sTiow-Jint. 

.ICmerging at tlie oulcr end of the. tu?inel, Ik- stood 
np, drew theliood ol" }iis sealskin eoat nvtjr liis liead, 
shouldered his spear, and wi'nt. off with huge and 
rapid strides over tlie frozen hillows of the Arctic 
Sea. 

Spring was far advanced at tlie time of which we 
rate, and the snn shone not only witli dazzling 
brilliancy, but witli int(Mise power (ni the ii(d(is of 
'ice which still held the ocean in tlunr cold nn- 
/ielding embrace. Tlie jircvicnis winter had been 
nuusnally stu'-ere, and tlie ice showed little or ]io 
:Eign of breaking np, excepl at a great dislance from 
land, whertj lh(i lieaving of the waves had cracked 
it up into large fields. These were gradually [)arting 
fi'um the main body, and drifting a\^'ay with sui'face 
currents to soul.Ir.'rn wjitcrs, l.h.ere to be litjucfiud and 
re united to their ]);ii'ent; sea. 

The particular jiart of the Greenland coast to 
wliicli the giant went in Iiis r:unb!{> i.s niarked by 
tremendous cliffs dcscendin<i perjM^ndicularly into 
ilic waLer. Tliesti^ at om- ])arl, are tlividcil by a valh^y 
rilh'd with a !;reai ^l;u*ici', wliicli Hows from the 


OR rOKINGS KOUND TIIK TOLK 13 

niouiitairis of the interior witli a steep declivity totlie 
st.'a, intf) whidi it tliruiitK its tou.mu;, or extrcnio end. 
Tliis niif^]ity riviir oi' ifu/. couiplelely Jills the valley 
from side to side, being more tliaii two miles in width 
and many hundri'd fpi:t tliick. It seems as solid 
and motionless as tlie rocks tliat heiii it in, never- 
theless tire markings on the Burface rc^semble the 
currents and eddies of a stream wliicli has been 
suddenly frozen in the act of llowing, and if you 
were to watch it narrowly, day by day, and week 
by week, you w^ould perceive, by the chanj^ed posi- 
tion of objects on its svirl'ace, that it does actually 
advance or flow towards the sea. A further proof 
of this advance is, that although the tongue is 
constantly shedding off large icebtirgs, it is never 
much decre-ased in extent, Ixjing pushed out con- 
tinuously by the ice which is behind. In fact, it is 
this pushing process wliich onuses the end of the 
tongue to shed its bergs, because, when tlie point 
is tlirust into deep water and lloats, the motion of 
the sea cracks the floatiui» mass off froin tliat par^ 
which is still aground, and lots it drift away. 

Now it was to these ice-clills that the somewliat 
reckless giant betook himself. Although not wesl 
acquainted with that region, or i'ully alive to the 
extent of the danger incurred, his knowledge "wa^ 
snlliciciut t(t render him cautious in the selection f^{ 
thi^ ]»osition which should form Lis outlook. 
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And a niagiiificcuL sight indeed presented itself 
wlien he took liis stand among the glittuiing pin- 
nacles. Far as the eye could rcacli, tlie sea lay 
stretched in the sunshine, calm as a mill-pond, and 
sparkling witli ice jcwids of every shape and size. 
Au Arctic haze, dry and sunny, seemed to float over 
all like golden gauze. Not only was the sun 
encircled by a beautiful halo, but also by thos<i 
lovely lights of the Arctic regions known us 
parhelia, or mock suns. Four of thci-e made no 
mean display in ennd;Lti(jii of their gieat origimd. 
On the horizon, refraction caused tJic ice-lloes and 
bergs to present endless variety of fantastic forms, 
and in the immediate foreground — at the giant's ieet 
— tremendous precijuces of ice went sheer down 
into the deep water, while, away to the riglit, where 
a bay still retained its winter gi^asp of an ice-field, 
could be seen, like wiiite bee-hives, the temporary 
?now-huts of these wandering Eskimos, 

Well might the eye, as well as tlie heart, of the 
so-called savage rise upwards while he pondered 
tlie great mystery of the Maker of all ! 

As he stood on the giddy hjdge, ra])t in contempla- 
tion, an event occurred which was fitted to deepen 
the solemnity of his thouglits. Not twenty yards 
from the point on which he stood, a great ice-cliff 
-the size of an average house —snapped off with a 
rending crash, and went thmKhiiing down into the 
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deep, which st;eiiu:(l tt) boil and liuuve Avith scntifuit 
eniotiiiii as it received the mass, and swallowed it 
in a turmoil indt»Sicriba]jhi. 

Chint^iitok spTang iioni his post ami son^hl a 
safer Init not hiss loity outlook, while llie new-horn 
beri^r^ rising from the sea, swiiyi'.d majestically tr» and 
fro in its new-Jbiind cradle. 

" It is not luiderstandahl"?," nnittered the giant 
as ho took up his new jjosition and gazetl Avith feel- 
ings of awe npon the *,'rand scene. " 1 wonder 
if the pale-faccid men in the lloating islands think 
nnich about these things. l*erliaps they dwell in a 
laud which is still more wonderful than this, and 
hunt the walrus and the seal like us. It is said 
they come for nothing else but to ace our land and 
find out wliat is in it. Why should I not go to see 
their land ? My kayak is large, though it has no 
wings. The land may be far off, but am 1 not 
strong ? They are pale-faced ; perhaps the reason is 
that they are starved. That must be so, else they 
would not leave their home. T ndght bring some of 
the poor creatuT'(iR to this happy land of ours, where 
there is always plenty to eat. They might .send mes- 
sengers for their relations to come and dwell with us. 
1 will speak to mother about Ihat; she is wise!" 

Like a dutiful son, the giant turned on his heel, 
descended the cliffs, and went straight home to cou- 
fiult witli his moLJier. 
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CTTAPTEli TL 

UNFXl'RCrKD MI:I;TINUS, AI^IMIS, and COM'JnKNdKS. 

"MoTJ[Kit,T have been thhikiiig/' said Cljiiigatok, 
as he crept into his hut and aai down on a raised 
bench of moss. 

"That is not news, my son; you think much. 
You arc not like other men. They think litUo 
and eat much/' 

The stout little woman looked up tliruugh the 
smoke of hui' cooking-himp and wuiiled, but her 
big son was too much absorbed in his thoughts to 
observe her ph^isaiitry, so slie continued tlu^ cook- 
i]ig of a walrus cliop in silence. 

"The Xabluuels are not to be seen, motlier;" re- 
sumed Chiiigatok. "I have looked for Lheni uvery 
day for a long time, and begin to weary. My 
thought is now to laiincli my kayak when we come 
to open water, load it wiLli nujal;, take four s}jears 
and more lines than a strong hunter needs for a 
whole season; then paddle away south to discover 
the land of the Kablunets. They must be poor; 
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they may he starving. [ will guide tlicni to our 
home, and show them this land of plenty." 

He paused abruptly, and looked at liis mother 
with I'.olcmn anxiety, for ho was well aware that he 
had yiveu her food far ])rofound reflection. 

Wo feel tempted here to repeat our remark about 
the strong resemblance between dillerent members 
of the human family, but refrain. 

This untutored woman of the Arctic lands met 
her son's proposition with the well-known reply of 
many civilised persona. 

"Of what use would it be, my son? No good 
can come of searching out these poor lands. You 
f'-annot benefit the miserable Kabliinets. Perhaps 
thi^y are savage and fierce ; and you are sure to meet 
with dangers by the way. Worse — you may die!" 

" Mother," returned Ohingatok, "when the white 
hear stands up with his claws above my head 
and his mouth a-gape, does my liautl trcnjble or 
my spear fail ?" 

" No, u»y son." 

"Then why do you speak to mo of danger and 
death?" 

Toolooha was not gifte<l v^th argmnentative 
powers. She relapsed into silence and laiup- 
5Tnoke. 

l^ut her son was not to bo so easily dissuaded. 
lie adopted a line oi reasoning which Jicvcr failed. 

li 
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''Mother," he said, sadly, "it may l)c that you 
are right, and 1 am of too fearful a spirit to venture 
far away fi'om you by myself; T will remain here if 
you think me a cowartl." 

"Don't say so, Chiugatok. You know wliat T 
thiuk. Go, ii' you must go, but wlio will hunt fur 
your poor old motiier when you are gone?" 

This was an appeal whicli the astute little 
woman knew to be very powerful with her son. 
She buried her licad in the smoke again, and left 
the question to simmer. 

Cfiiugatok was tender-hearted. He said nothing, 
but, as usual, he thought mucli, as ho gazed in a 
contemplative manner at his oily parent, and there 
is no saying to what lengths of self-sacrifice he 
would have gone if he had not been aroused, and 
his thoughts scattered to the winds, by a yell so 
tremendous that it might well have peti-ified him on 
the spot. Eut it did notliiug of the kind. It only 
caused liim to drop on his knees, dart tlirough the 
tunnel like an eel, K[»riug into tlie open air like an 
electrified rabbit fjoiu its burrow, and stand uj) with 
a look of blazing interrogation on his liuge counten- 
anca 

The cry had been uttcircd by his bosorn friend 
and former playniiLte Oolichuk, who came running 
towards liim with I'rantic gesticulations. 

"The Ivablunets!" he gasped, "the white-faces 


havu coriKj!— -on Ji lloatini^ islanfl ■ — alivn! Biiiok- 

ing !- -^tis all true !" 

**\Vliere?" dciiiaiul*id our f^iaiit, whose face 
blazed up at oiico. 

"Tli(3re!" ciiod Oolicliuk, poiut.iiig soa>vard to- 
wards the ice-hiinnnitcks witii both bauds, and 
gbii'ing up at liis irirnd. 

Without anotlier word Cliingatolc rau ofT in 
the direction pointed out, followed lioUy by liis 
frioiid. 

Oolichuk WMF! a huyj*. uud powerful man, l)ut liis 
I('i:;s wore remarkably bliort. liis pace, compared 
with that of Cinngat.ok, was as that of a K])arrow 
to an ORtrich. Nevertheless he kept up, for he was 
ugibi and vigorous. 

" TTavc you seen them- have you spoken ?" asked 
the giant, abruptly. 

" Yes, all the tril)e was there." 

"No one killed ?" 

" No, but terribly friglitened ; they nuule me run 
honu^, to fetch you.** 

Chingatok increased his sy)eid. So did Oolicliuk. 

While they run, let ns leap a little ahead of 
tlunn, readier, and see what had caused all Mie 
excitement. 

The whole party liad ;;one off that morning, with 
Hie exception of Chingatok and liis mother, to .sju-ar 
seals i]i a neighbouring bay, where these aniinala 
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had been discovered in great numbers. J)ogs and 
sle<lges had been taken, because a successfjil hunt 
was expected, and tlu^ ice was sufficiently firm. 

The bay was very large. At its distant sontliern 
rxlreni ily tlieni rose a great promontory which 
jutted fur out into the sea. Whih; the men were 
busy there ninkirig preparations to begni tlie hunt, 
Oblooria, Chingatok's little sibter, amused herself by 
mounting a hummock uf ico about thirty feeb high. 
When there, slie chanced to look towards the pro- 
montory. Instantly she opened her eyes and 
mouth and uttered a squeal that brought her 
friends running to her side. 

Ooliohuk was the first to reach her. He had 
no need to ask questions. Oblooria's gaze directed 
his, and there, coming round the jjromontory, lie 
beheld an object which had never before filled his 
woiideiitig eyes. Tt was, apparently, a monstrous 
rrcature with a dark body and towering Avings, and 
^ blaek thing in its middle, from which were 
vomited v(tlnmes of smoke. 

" Kablunets! while men !" lie yelled. 

" Kabluncts! — huk ! hnk !" echoed tlic wliole tribe, 
as the}^ scrambled upilie ice-hill one after another. 

And they were riglit. A vessel of the pali;-faces 
harl peiu'tv;ited tln.'se Jiorthorn solitudes, and wa.s 
advancing ^jwiflly before alight breeze under sail 
and st.eam. 
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Dc^'piCc tho proparatiuu their miuds luid roceivud, 
Rud Llie fiiol tliiit they wok^ out in seai'ch of these 
vory people, thiy sudden appeurauce of them 
lilled most of the Eskimos \vith akaiii — some ol" 
them with absolute terror, irisouiuch that tho term 
" pale-face " became most appropriate to tliomselves. 

"What bhall we do?" cxclaiuied Akculolikj one 
of the men. 

"Fly!" cried Ivitchuk, auulher of the men, 
whose natural couraj^e was not hi^h. 

"No; let us stay and behoid!" said Odliduik, 
with a look of conienjpt at lii.s timid cumiade. 

" Ves, stay and see " said Eemerk sternly. 

" But they will kill us," i'altered the young 
jvoman, whom we liavo already mentioned by the 
name of Tekkoua. 

"No — )u) one would kill you" said Eemerk 
^^allantlj " they would only carry you oif and keep 
you." 

While they conversed with eager, anxious looks, 
the steam yacht — fur such she was — advanced 
rapidly, threading her way amon;.^ the i(ie-tields and 
Hoes with graceful rapidity and ease, to the unutter- 
able amazement of tho natives. Although her sails 
were spread to catcli the light breeze, lier chief 
motive power at the time was a screw projieller. 

" Yes. it must be alive," said OoliL-imk to 
Akcetolik, with a look of solemn awe. " The white 
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mcji tlo not paddle. Th«y coulil iiol lift pa(](lle3 
big cnuiigli to move such a great oomiuk/ and tlie 
wind is not strong; it uoiild not blow tlium so fust. 
See, the ooniiak has a tail— and wags it !" 

'M.)]i! do let ns run away!" wliispcred tlie trem- 
bling Ublooria, as slie took shelter behind Tekkoiia. 

"No, no/' said llie latter, who was brave us well 
as pretty, '*we need not fear. Our men will take 
care of us." 

"T wish that ChingaLok was here ! " whimpered 
poor little Oblooria, nestling closer to Tekkona and 
grasping her tfiil, " lie fears nothing and nobody." 

"Ay," assented Tekkona with a peculiar smile, 
" and is brave enough to fight everything and every 
body." 

"J)ocs Oblooria tliink that no one can fight but 
the giant?" whispered Oolichuk, who stood nearest 
to the little maid. 

lie drew a knife made of bone from his boot, 
where it usually lay concealed, and flourished it, 
with a broad grin. The girl huighctl, bluslied 
slightly, antl, looking down, toyed witli the sleeve 
of Tekkona's fur coat. 

Meanwhile the yacht drew near to the iloe on 
which our Eskimos were grouped. The ice was 

1 'I'lit; Muiiiuilc is tlu'. iU'eii I)o:it of -^kiTi iiscil Ijv I'^;Uiitio woineii, 
and is r.iji-ihlc df liuMiti^; dt'veral peranu.s. Tho ku^'ak, or iiian'a cano'-, 
bolils (Jiilv out). 
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cracked lij^ht acro-s, Icuvint,^ a lane of open water 
aliout toil fccL wide between itfi inner cdj^^e and the 
shore ice. The Kskimos stood on the huid aide of 
this crack, a hundred yards or so from it. On 
noariijf^' the floe th.e slraii^^o vessel checked her speed, 

" ft moves its wings !" exclaimed Eemerk. 

" And turns its side to us," said Akeetolik. 

" And wags its tail no more," cried Oolichuk. 

" Oh ! do, do let us run away," gasped Oblooria. 

*' No, no, we will not run " said Tekkona. 

At that moment a white cloud burst from the 
side of the yacht. 

"Hi! hee! huk!" shouted the whole tribe in 
amazeiuont. 

A crash followed which not only rattled like 
tliunder among the surrounding cliffs, but went like 
tlectric fire to the central marrow of each Eskimo. 
With a united yell of teiTor, they leaped three 
foet into the air — more or less — turned about, and 
lied. Tekkona, who was active as a young deer, 
herself took the lead; and Oblooria, whose limbs 
Uembled so that she couhl hardly run, held on to 
Ooliciliuk, who gallantly dragged her along. The 
terror was increased by a prolonged screech i'rom tfie 
steam whistle. It was a wild scramble in sudden 
panic. The Eskimos reached their sledges, harnessed 
their teams, left their spears on the ice, cracked 
llieir whips, \vhii;h caused the dogs to join in tho 
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yclliiit; cliorus, aud made far tlui laud at a I'ui-ious 
galio]). 

Bui ihti'iY k'ar began tt) cvaj)oi-jit(; in a lew rnin 
iiUiS, and OoliclniU was Uie liist tu cliuck liis pace 

" llo ! kU)]»/' lie cried. 

Eenierk luoked back, saw llial they were not pur- 
Buod, and i)ull('d up. Tlic otliers followed suit, and 
soon tlio fngil.ivcs were seen by those on board the 
yaclit grouped together and gazing intently at tlieni 
from the to]) of another iee hunniiock. 

TJie effect of tlie oannon-sliot on board tlie yacht 
itself was somewhat startling. TJie gun had been 
loadcil on the otlier side of the promontory for tlie 
purpose of being tired il' lilakimos were not visible 
on the coast beyond, in order to attract tliem from 
the interior, if they should cluuice to be thert^ 
\Vlien, however, the natives were discovered on the 
ice, the gun way, of eoursci, unnecicssary, and had 
been forgotten. It therefore burst npun the crew 
with a shock of surprise, and caused the Cai)tain, 
wlio was in the cabin at the moment, to shoot up 
IVom the haUthway like a Jaek-in-tlie-box. 

"Who did tlnit?" he demanded, looking round 
bterjdy. 

Tlie crew, wlio had been gazing inteiLtly at tlie 
natives, did not know. 

" 1 really cannot tell, sir," said the .chief mate, 
tfmcliing Jiis caji. 
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Two si]':i])])in^L^' you Mis one iilioul yi.\L(ji':), lli»j 
olluir oiL^liteen leaiiod over tlio sich^ mid ]iaid no 
i('.L',iird tn tlic fjunstioTi ; but it was obvious, from the 
heaving nioLion of their slioulders, tliat tliey were 
not so muuli ab9or])ed in conteniplatiou ur th(*y pi-e- 
tonded to be. 

" Come, l.eo, Alf, you kuow sonnilliing about this/' 

I'lie C;i)itain was a huge powerjnl ]nan oi' about 
forty, witli bushy iron-grey curls, a liuge beard, and 
an aquiline nose. 'J'lie tM'o youtlis turned to him at 
once, and T^30, tlie eklcst, said rcsjiectfully, "We did 
not sec it done, unek*, but — but wc tliiuk" — 

" \Vell,wliat do you tiiiuk?" 

At that moment a delicate-looking, slender lad, 
about twelve yeai's of age, with fair curly liair, and 
ihishing blue eyos, stn])ped out from behind the 
funnel, which had hitherto conucuhid liim, and said 
boldly, tliough blushingly — 

"I did it, father." 

" IJa ! just like you ; why did you do it? ch !" 

"I can haixlly tell, father,*' said the hoy, endea- 
vouring to choke a langh, "hut tlu; Eslcimos looked 

so funny, antl T- 1 had a box of maUdu-s in my 

pocket, and — and — I tliought a shot M'ould make 
them look so very nmch funnier, and-- and — 1 was 
right!" 

"Well, J^enjamin, you may go below, and remain 
then; till 1'urther orders." 
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When Ciiptiiin Vain.-, called his son *' Monjamin/' 
he was seriously displeased. At otiier Limes ho 
cuiietl liiiii I^t'iijy, 

"Yes, father" replied the boy, witli a very ])ad 
grace, and down he went in a stat.(i of rebellious 
despair, for lie was wildly imxious to witness all 
iiiat went on. 

His despair was ab:'led, however, when, in the 
course ula few minutes, the yaelit swun^^ round so as 
to present her stern to the shore, and remained in 
that position, enabling hirn to oli8crv(i proceeding's 
from the cabin windows almost as well as if iio had 
been on deck. He was not aware that his lather 
knowing his son's natui-e, and wishing to temi>er 
discipline with luercy, had placed tlie vessel in that 
position for his special benefit ! 

The ililViculty now was, how to attract the natives, 
and jiispirii them with confidence in the good in- 
tentions of their visiloi's. In any case this would 
have been a difficult matt.t;r, but the firing of that, 
unlucky gun had increased the difficulty Uiufold. 
When, however, Ca{)tain Vane saw the natives cease 
tlieir mad flight, and turn to gaze at the vessel, hi< 
liopes revived, nvA he set about a seiiits of ingenious 
eflbits to attain liis end. 

First of all, he sent a boat in cliavL^^e of his two 
nephews, Leonard iuid Alplunise Vaiidervell, to sot 
up a small table on the ice, on wliich were tempt- 
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ingly iinniij^iiil vjirious [)icsouly, ctJiisiKLiiijj; ui' kiiive&, 
b(;a(]H, lu(»killg^la^^!Sos, and articles of clothing, 
liaviu<r done tins, lliey retirud, like wary anglei'S, 
to waluh for a l)it(;. i5ut the fish would not rise, 
thoni^h they observed tlui proceedings with ]jrofoiiud 
attentioiL fnjni tin; distant hummock. After wait- 
ing a cou])le of hours, the navigators removed the 
table and left an Eskimo dog in its ]dace, with a 
string of blue beads tied round its neck. But this 
bait also failed. 

"Try something emhUauatic, uncle," suggested 
Leonard, the elder of tlic brotJiere before men- 
tioned. 

"And get Benjy to manuiactui-e it," said 
Alphonse. 

As l>enjy was possessed of tne most I'eitile ima- 
gination on board, he was released from punishment 
and brought on deck. Tlie result of iiis tiflbrt of 
genius was the creation of a huge white calico Hag, 
on which were painted rougldy the figiinj of a sailor 
and an Kskimo sitting on an iceberg, with a kt^tth^ 
of soup between th(Mn. On one side were a jiair of 
hands clasped together; tin the other a sprig of 
heath, tlie only shrub that could be seen on the 
shore. 

"Splendid!" exclaimed Leo and Alf in the same 
breath, as they held the flag U]) to view. 

"You'll become a Koyal Academician if you 
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cultivuLu yuur iiilculs, .lU'iijy/' ^;;ii(i llie Cn]:)tain, wliu 
was pioiul, as well as fund, of tliis his only child. 

The boy said nothing, but a pleased exin'ossioii 
and a twinkle in his eyes provud lliat lie was suscep- 
tible to lliittt^ry, thoui,di not carried ofi" his h>gs by it. 

The banner with tlie stran^^^e device wiis li.xed to 
a pole wliich was erected on an ice-liuinniuck be- 
tween the ship and the shore, and a bag containing 
presents was hung at tlie foot of it. 

Still these Xskinio fish would not bite, though 
they "rose" at tlie flag. 

Ooliehuk's cuiitisity had beconio so intense that 
he could not resist it. He advanced alone, very 
wearily, and looked at it, but did not dare to touch 
it. Soon he was joined by Eemerk and the others, 
Seeing this, Captain Vane sent to jueet them an 
interpreter whom he had procuied at one of the 
Greenland settlements in passing. Just as this 
man, whose niune was Anders, stepped into the 
boat alongside, it occurred to tlie Eskimos that 
their leader should be sent for. Ooliclnik under- 
took to i'etch him; ho ran batik to tlie sledges, 
harnessed a small team, and set oil like the wind. 
Thus it came to pass that Cliingatok and liia mother 
were startled by a yelh as before mentioned. 

Meanwhile Anders was put on tln^. ice, and ad- 
vanced alone and unarmed towartls the canal, or 
chatjui, which separated the })arties. Me carried a 
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small wliittj llaj^r mul a bag conliiiiiiiii^f presents. 
J nuocont- looking and dorcnceles;5 though he wii.s, 
ijowcver, ilw. Kskinius ap|jj'oucliod him witli lieyita- 
tini^ stcj|)S ;uul slow, regarding ovcry nintimi of tlie 
interpreter ^vilh suspicion, and frequently stooping 
(o thnist. ihi'ir hanclH into their boots, in which tliey 
all carried knives. 

At hist, when within hearing, Anders shouted a 
peaceful message, and there was niucli liallooing 
and gesticulation among the natives, but nothing 
comprehensible came of it. AfteJ" a time Anders 
thought he recognised words of a dialect wit.li which 
lie was accjui'inted, and to his satisfaction found 
that they undrrstood him. 

" Kakeitt* ! kak(;ite ! — come on, come on," he cried, 
holding up the present. 

"Kakrie! nakrie ! — no, no, go away you want 
to kill us" answered the doubtful nutixts. 

Thercui)OM Andeis prolestcd iJiat nothing was 
inrtlior from his thoughts, that he was a man and a 
friend, and had a mother like themselves, and iliat 
he wanted to please them. 

At this Eemerk approached to tlu^ cdgo of the 
canal, ii-nd, drawing a kiiito from his l)oot, said, "Go 
aw;iy ! 1 can kill you." 

Nothing danntcd, Anders said he was not afVaid, 
and taking;- a good Knglish knife frmn his bag tiirew 
it aci'uss the cuiuil. 
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Eemerk picked it up, and \v;is .sn pleased tliat ho 
exclaimed, " Ileigh-yaw ! heigli-yaw !" joyously, and 
pulled his nose several times. Anders, undtirritaiid- 
ing tliis to be a sign of friendship, inniicdiately 
pulled liis own nose, smiled, and threw several 
trinkets and articles of clothing to the other natives, 
who had hy tluit time drawn tognthtir in a group, 
and were ohatlering in great surprise at the tilings 
presented. Ivitchuk was ])erhaps the most e.xcited 
among them, lie cliarict^d to get Jiold of a round 
box, in Jhe lid of which was a nn'rror. On Loholding 
iiimself looking at himself, he made sucli an awful 
face that he dropt the glass and sprang backward, 
tripping up poor Olilooria in the act, and tumbling 
t'Ver her. 

This was greeted with a .^hout of laughter, nnd 
Anders, now believing that IViemlly relatioushad been 
(stablislied, went to the boat for a ])Liuk to bridge 
the chasm. As Leo and Alf assisted liini to carry the 
|)lank, the natives again became grave and anxious. 

"Stop!" shouted Memerk, "you want to kill us. 
What great creature is tliat ? Does it come from 
f«he moon or the sun ? Does it eat lire and smoke ?" 

"Xo, it is only a dead thing. It is a wooden 
iiouse." 

"You lie!" critMl the polite Eeniork, "it shakes 
its wings. It vomits fire and smoke. It lias a tail, 
und wii^s it." 
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While spoiiking lie blowly rulreatud, for the plank 
was bciiijjf pLiccul in position, and the other natives 
wore showing s}'n)]:)l()ms of an intention to lly. 

Just then a shout was henrd landwards. Turning 
round they saw a dog-sledge flying over the ico 
towards tliom, with Ooliehuk Ihnuisliing the long- 
lashed wlii]*, and tlie huge form of their leader 
beside him. 

In a few socoiids they dashed up, and Chingatok 
sprang upon tlie ic(\ Without a moment's hesita- 
tion he strode towards the ])lauk and crossed it. 
Walking up to Anders he pulled his own nose. 
I'he interpreter was not slow to return the saluta- 
tion, as he looked np at the giant witli surprise, not 
unniinj^led with awe. In addition, he graa])ed hia 
huge hand, scjueezed, and shook it. 

Chingatok smiled lilandly, and returned the 
Hquixv.e BO as U) cause the interi>reler to wince. 
Then, perceiving at once that he had got pos- 
session of a key to the alleetions of tlu! strangers, 
lie oitered to shnke liamls with Leonard and his 
hrothei', stooping v,ith regal urbanity to them 
as he did so. By this time the C:i]>t;iin ;ind first 
mate, with Bcnjy ;ind si'.veral of the crew, were 
a]ij)ri)aching. Instead of exliibitiug I'ear, (chingatok 
advanced to meet them, and shook hands all round. 
lie gazed at (.'ajitain Vimc with a look of admiration 
whi(;h waa not at first t^uite accountable, until la3 
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liiid his baud gunily ou tlie CapLaia's iiiagnificent 
bt;.'ird, and stroku-d it. 

TJie Captain hin^hud, and again gra.spcd the hand 
of llu; Msldnio. Tlu^y botli s(ju«ozed, but neither 
could make tin; ol.her wince, lor Captain Vane ^va3 
r(!niai'kably powerful, iliough coiiiparatively short 
of limb. 

"Well, yon arc. a good fellow in evt.Ty way," ex- 
claiinc;d the C'liplaiii. 

'* fruigli, yah !" redirned Chiii^^atokj who no (Jonbt 
meant to be coiu^jJiiiientary, tlioagl) wn contess our 
inaltility to translate. It was obvious that two 
sympathetic souls had met. 

" Come, a(;i'oss/' sliouted Chhigutok, turm'ng 
abruptly to his companions, who had been gtt;iing ;it 
Ids j)roceoilinga in open-mouthed wonder. 

The whol(! tribo at onee obeyed tlie order, and in 
a few milnlt^^s they were in the seventli heaven of 
di^liglit and gootl-will, receiving gifts and hand- 
shakings, eaoli pulling his own nose frequently by 
way of expressing .satisfaction or friendship, and 
otherwi '0 exchanging coin[»liments with tlie no 
hiss amiable and gt-jdified crew of Uio steam yacht 
WJukbtiur, 


OU I'OJUNGS 140UND THE POLE. 33 


CnATTER IIL 

SHOWS TTOW TflK liSKIMOH WKKK HNTiEltTAINKD 3lT THE WHITK MEN. 

Til ic Whitvhcar steam yaclit, owned and oom- 
maiulod by Captain Jacnb Vanu, liad sailed from 
Knj^rljuid, and was bound for tlie Nortli Pole. 

'M'll find it— I'm Lonnd to find it," was the 
Captain's usual mode of expressing liimself to his 
intimattiS on the subject, " if there 's a North Pole in 
tlic world at all, and my nephews Leo and Alf 
will help nie. Leo's a doctor, almost, and Alfa a 
sciontiilc Jack-of-all-trades, so we can't fail I'll 
take my boy Benjy for the benefit of his healtli, 
ami see if we don't bring home a cliip o' the Pole big 
enough to set up licside Cleopatra's Needle on the 
I'hames embankment." 

There was tremendous energy in Captain Vane, and 
indomitable resolution; but energy and resolution 
cannot achieve all things. There ar(i otlier factors 
in tlie life of man which help to mould liis destiny. 

Short and sad and terrible — ay, we might even 
say tremendous — was the WhiUhears wild career. 
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Up to Uie time ol" her meeting \viUi the Eskiiuoa, 
all had gone well lair weather and favouring 
winds had bUnvii lier across tlie Atlantie. Siin- 
aliineand success had recf-ived her, as it were, in tJie 
Arctic regions. The sea was \uiiisiially free of ice. 
Upernavik, the hist of the (h-eenhinJ sottlemeiils 
touched at, was reached earl}^ in tlie season, and tlie 
native interpreter Anders secured. The dreaded 
" middle passage/' near tlio head of Baffin's Bay, was 
made in the remarkably short space of fifty liours, 
and, passing Cape York into the North Water, they 
entered Smith's Round without liaving received more 
than a passing bump — an Arctic kiss as it were — 
from the Polar ice. 

In Smitli's Sound fortune still favoured them. 
These resolute intending discoverers of tlie North 
Pole passed in succession the various "farthests" of 
previous explorers, and the stout brothers Vandcr- 
vell, with their cousin Benjy Vane, gazed eagerly 
over the bulwarks at the swiftly-passing headlands, 
while the Captain pointed out tlie places of interest, 
and kept up a running commentary on the brave 
deeds and high asjiirations of such well-known men 
as l^robislier, Davis, Hudson, Ross, Parry, Franklin, 
Kane, M'Clure, llae, M'Clintock, Hayes, Hall, Nares, 
Markham, and all the other heroes of Arctic story. 

It was an era in the career of those three youths 
that stood out bright and fresh — never to be for- 


OK VOKINGS KOUND THE POLE. 36 

gotten-- thiw first burat of tlie realitit^s of the Arctic 
world ou minds \vluch hud btiuu previously well 
iiirovinod by books. The clinuix was reached on 
the day whcni the Eskimos of tlie far north were 
met with. 

But Iroin that time a change took place in their 
experience. Fortmic seemed to frown from that 
memorable day. We say " seemed," because knitted 
brows do not alwEiys or necessarily indicate what is 
meant by a frown. 

After the first fears of the l^!ykinl03 had been 
allayed, a party of them w^ere invited to go on board 
the ship. They accepted the invitation and went, 
headed by Chingatok. 

That noble savage required no persuasion. Trom 
the first he had shown himself to be utterly devoid 
of fear. ITe iblt tliat tlie grand craving of his 
nature — a thirst for knowledge — was about to be 
gratified, and that would liavc encouraged l)im to 
risk anything, even if he had been much less of a 
hei'o than he was. 

But if fear had no influence over our giant, the 
same cannot be said of liis companions. Ooliehuk, 
indeed, was almost as bold, though he exliibitcd 
a considerable amount of caution in his looks 
and movements ; but Kemerk, and one or two of 
his friends, betrayed their craven si)irits in frequent 
startled looks and changing colour. Ivitchuk waa 
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a strange compound of nervousness and courage, 
while Akectulik appeared to have lost the power of 
expressing every feeling but one — that of blank 
aniazeuienl. Indeed, surprise at what they saw on 
boani th(i steam yaclit was the predominant feeling 
amongst these chiJdrtm of nature. Their eyebrows 
seemed to liave gone up and fixed themselves in the 
middle of their foreheads, and their eyes and mouths 
to have opened wide permanently. None of the 
wonujn accepted the invitation to go aboard except 
Tekkona, and Oblooria followed her, not because she 
was courageous, but because she seemed to cling to 
the stronger nature as a protection from undefined 
and mysterious dangers, 

" Tell them," said Captain Vane to Anders, the 
Eskimo interpreter, " that these are the machines 
that drive the ship along when there is no wind," 

He jiointed down tlie hatcliway, where the com- 
plieatiun of rods and cranks glistened in the hold, 

" link ! " exchiimed the Eskimos. They sometimes 
exclaimed Hi i ho ! hoy ! and hali ! as things were 
pointed out to them, but did not venture on language 
more intelligible at first. 

" Let 'em hear the steam-whistle," suggested the 
mate, 

Eefore the Cai)tain could countermand the order, 
Benjy had touched the handle and let off a short, 
sharp sAr/V. '^'he effect on the natives was powerful 
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They leaped, with a simulUuicoiis yell, at least a 
foot off the deck, with the exception of Chiugatok, 
though even he was visrlily startJetl, wliile Oblooria 
seized Tekkoua round tlie waist, and buried her face 
in licr friend's jacket. 

A brief exphination soon restored them to equani- 
mity, and they were about to pass on to soine other 
object of interest, when both tlie stoam-wliistle and 
the escape-valve w^erc suddenly opened to tlieir full 
extent, and there issued from the engine a hissing 
yell so prolon,^'ed and deafcuing that even the 
Captain's angry shout was not heard. 

A yard at least was the leap into the air made 
by the weakest of the Eskimos — except our giant, 
who seemed, however, to shrink into himself, while 
he grasped his knife and looked cautiously round, 
as if to guard himself from any foe that niij^dit 
appear. Kemcrk fairly turned and lied to the 
stern of the yacht, over which he would certainly 
have plunged had he not been forcibly restrained 
by two stout seamen. The others, trcrnbling 
violently, stood still, because they knew not what to 
do, and poor Oblooria fell ilat on the deck, catching 
Tekkoua by the tail, and pulling her down beside 
her, 

"You scoundrel 1" exclaimed the (Ia])lain, when 
the din ceased, "I — I — go down, sir, to- " 

" Oh ! father, don't be hard on me," pleaded Benjy, 
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with a gleefully horrified look, '* T really could not 
lesist it. The — the teni])tatioii was too strong !" 

" The temptation to give yon a rope's-ending is 
almost too stronj^ for vie, Bcnjan]in/' retnrued the 
Captain sttirnly, Init lliert: was a twinkle in his eye 
notwithstanding, as he turned to ex])laii} to Chinga- 
tok that his son had, by way of jest, allowed part of 
the mighty Tower imprisoned in the machinery to 
escape. 

The Eskimo received the explanation with 
dignified gravity, and a faint smile ])layed on hia 
lips as he glanced approvingly at I^enjy, for he 
loved a jest, and was keenly alive to a touch of 
humour. 

"What power is imprisoned in the machinery?" 
asked our Eskimo throngh the inteq)reter. 

"What power?" repeated the Captain with a 
pu;;zled look, "wliy, it's V)oiling water — steam." 
Here he tried to give a clear account of tlie nature 
and power and application of steam, but, not being 
gifted with capaci'fy for lucid explanation, and the 
mind of Anders being unaccustomed to such 
matters, the result was that the brain of Chingatok 
was filled with ideas that were fitted rather to 
amaze than to instruct liim. 

After making the tour of the vessel, the party 
again passed the engine hatch. Chingatok touched 
the interprt^tor quietly, and said in a low, grave tone, 
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*' Tell Blackboard (thus he styled tlie Captain) to let 
the Power yell ii^ain !" 

Anders glanced ^^) iu the giant's grave counten- 
ance with a look ol auiuscd surprise. He under- 
stood him, and whispered to the Captain, who smiled 
iatclli;;5ently, and, turning to his son, said — 

"Do it again, Benjy, Give it 'em strong." 

Never before did that lad obey his father with such 
joyous alacrity. In another instant the whistle 
shrieked, and the escape-valve hissed ten times more 
furiously than before. Up went the Eskimo— three 
for>t or more — as if in convidsions, and away went 
lilcmerk to the stern, over which he dived, swam to 
the floe, leaped on his shidge, cracked his whip, and 
made for home on the wings of terror. Doubtless 
an evil conscience helped his cowardice. 

Meanwhile Chingatok laughed, despite his struggles 
to V)e grave. This revealed the trick to some of his 
quick-witted and humour-loving companions, who 
at once burst into loud laughter. Even Oblooria 
dismissed her fears and smiled. In this restored 
condition they were taken down to the cabin and 
fed sumptuously. 

That night, as Chingatok sat beside his mother, 
Inisy with a seal's rib, he gradually revealed to her 
the wonders he had seen. 

"Tlie white men are very wise, motlun-." 

" So you have ajiirl kniv times, my son,*' 
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"But you cannot: nudiu'stfuul it." 

"But my son cati make me understand," said 
Toolooba, helping the amiable giant to a second 
rib. 

Chingatok gazed at liis Jiltle mother with a look 
of solemnity that evidently perplexed lier. She 
became restless under it, and wiped lier t'oreljead 
uneaoily with the flap at the end of her tail. Tiie 
youth seemed about to spenk, but he only sighed 
and addressed Jiimself to the second rib, over which 
ne continued to gaze wliilc lie masticated. 

"My thoughts are big, mother/' he said, laying 
down the bare bone. 

" That may well be, for so is your head, my 
Bon," she replied, gently. 

"1 know not how to begin, mother." 

''Another rib may open your lips, perhajjs," sug- 
gested the old woman, soltly. 

"True; give me one," said Chingatok. 

Tlie third rib .seemed to have the desired effect, 
for, while b\isy with it, lie began to give his jiarent 
a graphic account of the yacht and its crew, and 
it was really interesting to note how correctly he 
described all that lie understood of what he had 
seen. But some of the things he had partly failed 
to comprehend, and about these he was vague. 

"And they have a— a Power, mother, shut up 
in a hard thing, so iliat it can*t get out unless they 
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let it, and it drives tlie big canoe throiJgli tlie water. 
It is very Kf.TiMii;--lerrilile !" 

" Is it a devil ?" asked Tooluolia, 

"No, it is not alive. Jt is dead. It is that,' he 
pointed with emphasis to a pot lianging over tlie 
lamp out of which a little steam was issuing, and 
looked at liis mother with awl'ul soleiujiity. She 
returned the look with something of incredulity. 

"Yes, mother, the Power is not a beast. It lives 
not, yet it drives the white man's canoe, which is 
as big as a little icebeig, and it whistles ; it shrieks ; 
it yells!" 

A slightly sorrowful look rested for a moment on 
Toolooha^s benign countenance. It was evident 
that she suspected her son either of derangement, 
or having forsaken the paths of truth, ikit it 
passed like a summer cloud. 

"T(ill me more/' she said, layiiig her hand affec- 
tionately on tlie huge arm of Chingatok, who liad 
fallen into a contemjdative mood, and, with hands 
clasped over one knee, sat gazing upwards. 

l^efore lie could I'eply the heart of Tooloolia was 
made to bound by a shriek more terrible tlian slie 
nad over before heard or imagined. 

CJhingatok caught- lier by ilie wrist, lield up a finger 
as if to impose silence, suiiled briglitly, and listened. 

Again the shriek was repeated with prolonged 
power. 
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'' Tell me, my son," gasped Tooloolia, " is Oblooria 
— arc the people safe? Wliy came you to me 
alone?" 

"The little sister and the people are aai'o. I 
came alrtiu-, U^ [jreviiiit your being taken by surprise. 
J.)id I not say tlint it could sliriok and yell ? This 
is the white man's bi^j; canoe." 

I)n:)p])inf5 the old woman's liand as lie sjioko, 
Cliingatok diirted into the open air with tlie agility 
of a Polar boar, and Toolooha followed witli tho 
Hr>et.d of an Arctic liam 
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CllAPTEK IV. 

A OATASTRtU'lir. AiSL) A J30MI DKCIMION*. 

Two days after licr arrival at tlie teia]jorary 
rosidoiicc of the uoiUiorji ]Cskinios, the stoiim yiiclit 
Whiichcar, while close tn the sliore, was beset by 
ice, so that she could neitlier advance nor retreat 
Everywhere, as far as the eye could reach, the sea 
was covered with hiuninocks and bergs and fields of 
ice, 80 closely packed that there was not a piece 
of open w^atcr to be seen, with the exception of one 
small basin a few yards almad of tlio lead or lane of 
water in which the vessel had been imprisoned. 

"No eliance of escaping from this, I fear, for a 
long tlTue/' Kaid Alf VandervcU to his brother, as 
they stood near the wheel, looking at the desolate 
prospect 

"It seems t|uite hopeless," said Leo, witli, how- 
ever, a look of confidence that ill accorded with his 
words. 

"T do believe we are fin/oii in for the winter" 
salt] lieiijy Vann, (ioniiiiLi up at tlie moment. 
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"Tlujru speaks ignorance," saiJ tliu Captain, whose 
bead appeared at the cabin hatchway. If any of 
you had been in tiicse regions before, you would have 
learned that noLliinj^f is so uncertain as the action of 
pack ice. At one time you may ho hard and fast 
so that you couLhi't move an inolK A few hours 
after, the set of the currents may loosen tlic pack, 
and open up lanes of water through which you may 
easily make your escape. Sometimes it opens up 
so as to leave ahaost a clear sea in a few hours." 

"But it is pretty tight packed just now, fathor-i 
and looks wintry-like, doesn't it?" said 15enjy in a 
desponding tone, 

" Looks ! boy, ay, but things are not what they 
seem hereaway. You saw four mock suns round 
the real one yesterday, didn't you? and the day 
before you saw icebergs floating in the air, eh?" 

"True, fatlier, but these appearances were decep- 
tive, wliereas this ice, w^liicli looks so tightly packed, 
is a reality." 

"Tliat is so, lad, but it is not set fast for the 
winter, tliough it ]r)oks like it. AVell, doctor/' added 
tlie Captain, turning towards a tall cadaverous man 
who came on dc^^k ju.st then witli the air and tread of 
an invalid, " how goes it with you? l^etter, 1 liope V* 

Tie asked this with kindly interest as he laid his 
afcrong hand on the sick man's shoulder; but the 
doctor shook his head and smiled sadly. 
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" It is a groat nii.sltiiluno to an tixptKlitioii, (JaptaiTi, 
wli(i!i thn doctor hiniSclF liills sick," lui said, sitting 
down ou th(j skyli^;lit with a sit^li. 

"Corae, conic, choor np, doctor," returned the 
Captain, lioartily, " don't he cast down; we'll all turn 
doctors lor the occasion, and nnr.se yon well in ai)ite 
of yonrscllV 

" I '11 Iceop np all heart, Captain, you may depend 
on't, as long as two of my l)ones will stick tr)gether, 
but — well, to change tlie suhject; what are you 
going to do now ?" 

"Just all that can be done in the circumstances" 
replied the Captain. " You see we cannot advance 
over ice either with sail or steam, but there 's a basin 
just ahead which seems a little more secure than 
that in which we lie. I '11 try to get into it. There 
is nothing but a neck of ice between us and it, whicli 
1 think I could cut by charging it under full steam, 
and there seems a faint gleam of something far ahead, 
which encouriiges me. Tell the steward to fetch 
my glrisses, Ijciijy/* 

" lUittcrface !" shouted the boy. 

" Yis, maHsa." 

"Fetch the Captain's glasses, please." 

"Yis, massa." 

A pair of large binoculars were brought up by a 
huge negro, whose name was pre-eminently unsug- 
gestivc of his appearance. 
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After a long ateady gaze at the horizon, the Cap- 
tain shut up the glass \yith an air of determination, 
and ordered the engineer to get up full steam, and 
the crew to lie ready with the iue-])oles. 

There was a lar^-e ])crg at tliu extremity of tlie 
lakehit of open water into which Captain Vane 
wished to break. Tt was necessary to keep well out 
of the way of that berg. The Captain trusted chieily 
to his screw, but got out the ice-poles in case they 
should be reipiired. 

When all the men were stationed, the order was 
give]! to go ahead full steam. The gallant little 
yaclit charged the neck of ice like a living creature, 
hit it fair, cut riglit through, and scattered the frag- 
ments right and left as she sailed majestically into 
the lakelet beyond. The shock was severe, but no 
harm was done, evcrytliing on board having been 
made as strong as possible, and of the very best 
material, for a voyage in ice-laden seas. 

An unforeseen event followed, however, whicli 
ended in a series of most teriible catastroplies. The 
neck of ice through wliich tliey had broken had 
acted as a check on the pressure of tlie grc^at body 
of the fioe, and it was no sooner removed tlian the 
heavy mass began to close in witli slow but irresis- 
tible power, compelling the little vessel to steam 
close up to the iceberg — so close that some of tho 
upper parts actually overhung the deck. 
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They were ylowly ibrceJ into tliis ilaiigoruus 
])Osil]on. Witli In-entliless anxiety llie Captain and 
crew watched the a|»])areiitly ii>entle, bnt really 
trcnicnJous grinding oi" Uie iee against tlie vessel's 
side. Even tlic youngest on board could realise the 
danger. No one moved; for not.liing \vli;i.l.(;vi'r conld 
be done. 

"Everything depends, under (iod, on tljo ice easing 
off before we are crushed," said the Captain. 

As ho spoke, the tinjbers of the yacht seemed to 
groan under the pressure ; then tlierc was a succession 
of loud cracks, and the vessel was tlaust bodily up 
the sloping sides of tlie berg. While in this position, 
with tlie bow higli and dry, a mass of ice was forced 
against the sternpost, and tho screw-i)ropeller was 
snapped off as if it liad been made of glass. 

Poor Captain Vane's heart sank as if lie liad 
received his dcath-ldow, for he know that tho yacht 
was now, even in the event of escaping, reduced to 
an ordinary vessel dependent on its sails. The 
shock seemed to have shaken the berg itself, for 
at that moment a crashing sound was lieard over- 
head. 1'he te^■or-stri(lk(^n crew looked up, and for 
one moment a pinnacle like a church spire was 
seen to flash through the air right above them. It 
fell with an indescribable roar close alongside, 
deluging the decks with water. There was a 
momentary sigh of relief, which, however, was cluised 
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away by a succession of fVilliug masses, varying from 
a poiiinl to a ton in weight; wliicli came down on 
the dock like cannon sliots, breaking llie topmasts, 
and cutting to pieces niucli of Ihe rigging. Strange 
to say, none of tlie men were seriously injured, tliougli 
many received l)niises more or less severe. 

"During this briel' but tlirilling period, tlie brothers 
Vandervell and J^^ijy Vane crouched close together 
beside the port Inilwarks, partially screened fi-oni 
the falling ice by the niizzen shrouds. The Captain 
stood on the quarter deck, quite e-\posed, and 
apparently unconscious of danger, the picture of 
despair. 

" It can't last long," sighed poor Ben jy, looking 
solemnly up at the vast mass of the bluish-white 
berg, which hung above them as if ready to 
fall. 

Presently the pressure ceased, then the ice 
eased off, and in a few minutes the Wkitchmr slid 
back into the sea a pitiable wreck ! Now had come 
the time for action. 

" Out poles, my lads, and shove her ofiF the 
berg ! " was the sharp order. 

Every one strained as if for life at the ice-poles, 
and slowly forced the yacht away from the dreaded 
berg. It mattered not that they were forcing her 
towards a rocky shore. Any fate would be better 
than being crushed under a mountain of ice. 
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But the duugcL' was not yut past No sooner 
had they cleared the berg, and escaped from that 
fi)nn of destruction, thiai tlie ice began again to 
ck)se in, and Uiis time the vessel was "nipped" 
with such severity, that some of her principal 
tiTnb(M's f^ave w^ay. Finally, her back was broken, 
and the bottom forced in. 

"So," exclaimed the Captain, with a look of pro- 
found grief, " our voyage in the Whitehear, lads, has 
come to an end. All that we can do now is to get 
the boats and [jruvisions, and ms much of the cargo 
as we can, safe nn the ice.. And sharji's the word, 
for when the floes ease off, the poor little yacht will 
certainly go to the bottom." 

"No, massa," said the negro steward, stopping on 
deck at that moment, "wo can't go to de bottom, 
cause we*s dare a-reruly !" 

" WliaL d'ye mean, Ihitterfacc?" 

"Jus what me say," replied the steward, with a 
look of calm resignation. " Ts bin b'low, an seed 
do rocks stickiu* tmo de bottom. Dor's one dc size 
ob a jolly-])oat*s bow corned riglit troo my p.'uitry, 
an' knock all de crockery to smash, an' de best tea- 
])ot, he*s rio flat lie w^ouldii't know hisself in a 
lookin'-glasB." 

It turned out to be as Butterf;vce said. The pack 
had actually tlirnst the little vessel on a shoal, 
which extended out iVom the lieadland off which 
1) 
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the catasb'oplie uccuirod, and there was tlierefore no 
fear of her sinking. 

" Well, we've reason to be Uiankful for that, at 
all events," said the Captain, \vith an attenii)t to 
look clioori'iil ; " come, lad.s, let's to work. WJiatever 
our future course is to be, our lirst business is to get 
the boats and oai'go out of danger." 

AYith Ircinendous energy — because action brought 
relief to their overstrained feelings — the crew of 
tlie ill-fated yaclit set to work to haul the boats 
upon the grounded ice. Tlie tide was falling, so 
that a great ]jart of the most valuable part of tho 
cargo was placed in security before the rising tide 
ititerrupted the work. 

This was fortunate, for, when the water reached 
a certain point the ice began to move, and the poor 
little vessel was so twisted about tliat tliey dared 
not venture on board of her. 

That night — if we jnay call it night in a region 
where tlie sun never quite went down — the party 
encamped on the nortli-wcstern coiust of Grcenhind,in 
the lee of a liugeclifi', just Ijcyond wliich tlui tongue 
of a mighty gliicier dipjKKl into tlie scii. I'^ov con- 
veiiience the party divided into two, with a blazing 
file for each, round whicl) the castaways circled, 
conversing in subdued, sad tones M'hile supper was 
Dcing prepared. 

It Wiis a solemn, ocicasion, and a scene of in- 
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describablo grandeur, wliii tiitj almost eternal glacier 
of Greenland — the j^rcat Tluniboldt t^lacier — 
shedding its bergs into the dark ]>lue sea, the waters 
of which had by tliat time been paitially cleared to 
the nortliward. On the left wastlie weird pacJ^' and 
its thousand grotesque forms, with tlie wreck' in its 
iron grasp; on the right tlie porpendieuhir cliri's, and 
llie bright sky over all, with the smoke of the camp- 
fires rising into it from tlie foreground. 

"Now, my friends" said CapL;iin Vane to the 
nrcw when assembled after supper, " I am no longei 
your commander, for my vessel is a wreck, but as 
I suppose you still regard me as your leailer, I 
assemble you here for the pur[)ose of eonsiduring 
our position, and deciding on what is best to be 
done." 

Here the Captain said, among other things, it was 
his opinion that the Whitebcar wnfulamago.d beyond 
the possibility of repair, that their only chance of 
escape lay in the boats, and tliat the distance be- 
tween the placie on whicli tliey stood and Uper- 
navik, althougli great, Avas not beyond the reach 
of resolute men. 

" Before going further, or cxiiressing a decided 
opinion," he added, "I would hear wlmt the ollicers 
have to say on this snbj(>ct. L(^t tlie fii'st mate 
speak." 

"It's my opinion," said the m;do, "that there's 
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only ono Lhiug to bo doiiO; namely, to start for home 
as soon and as fast as we can. We have good boats, 
plenty of provisions, and are all stout and healthy, 
excoj^ting our doctor, whoiu m'c will take good 
care of, and expect to do no rough woi-k." 

"TluiTiks, niaie," said the doctor with a huigh, 
'' I think tliat, at all events, 1 sliall keep well enough 
to physic you if you get ill." 

"Are yon wilHng to l;i.kc chai-ge of the party 
in the event of my deciding to remain here?" 
asked the (Ja])tain of the mate. 

" C(^rL;)inly, sir/' lie replied, with a look of slight 
surprise. "You know 1 am tpiite able to do so. 
The second mate, too, is as able as T am. For that 
matter, most of the men, 1 think, would find little 
diiliculty in navigating a boat lo IJpernavik." 

"That i.s well," returned the Captain, "because I 
do not intend to return with you." 

" Not ndnrn !" exclaimed the doctor; "surely you 
don't moan to wint^u- here." 

"No, not here, Init further north," replied tlie 
Captain, with a smile wliicli most of the party 
returned, for they thought he was jest-iig, 

J.5enjy Vane, liowever, did not think so. A 
gleerul look of triumph caused his face, as it were, 
to simrkle, and he yaid, eagerly-- 

" \V(>'11 winter at the North Tolc. father, eh ?" 

This was greded willi agenrjal laugh. 
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"But seriously, uiu'.lc, wliat do you muun to do?" 
asked Leounrd Vnndcrvell, wlio, witli his brother, 
was notuuliDpef'ul tliat llin (Jay)taiii ineditatud sonn; 
thinj^f desperate. 

" Tieiijy is not far off the iiiark. T intend to winter 
at the Pole, or as near to it :is 1 can nianai^c to get." 

"My dear Captain VaiKi," said the doctor, with 
an anxious look, "you cannot really mean what you 
say. You must be jesting, or mad." 

"Wtdl, as to madness," returned tlic Ca])tain with 
a peculiar smile, " you ought to know best, for it's a 
perquisite of your cloth to pronounce people mad or 
sane, though some of yourselves are as mad as tlio 
worst of us ; but in regard to jesting, nothing, I 
assure you, is further from my mind. Listen !" 

He rose from the box which had formed his seat, 
and looked earnestly round on his men. As he stood 
there, erect, tall, square, powerful, with legs firmly 
planted, and apart, as if to guard against a lurch of 
his ship, with his bronzed face lluslied, and his dark 
eye Hashing, they all undiirstood thai tluiir leaders 
mind was made )i]t, and that what he had resolved 
upon, he would certainly attempt to carry out. 

" Listen," ho repeated ; " it was my purpose on 
leaving England, as you all know, to sail north as 
far as the ice would let me; to winter where we 
should stick fast, and organise an over-ice, or overland 
journey to the Tole with all the appliances of recent 
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sci(^ntit]o (liscoveiy, and all the advantages of know- 
ledge acciuired by former explorers. It has pleased 
God to de.stroy my ship, but my life and my hopes 
are spared. So are my stores and scientific 
instruments. I intend, tliercfore, to carry out my 
orit^inal purpose. T believe that former explorers 
have erred in some points of tlieir procedure. 
These errors T sliall steer clear of. Former travel- 
lers have ignoied some facts, and despised some 
appliances. Tliese facts T will recognise; these 
appliances T \vin utilise. With a steam yaclit, you, 
my friends, whu have shown so much enthusiasm 
and courage up to this point, would have been of 
the utmost service to me. As k party in boats, or 
on foot, you would only hamper my movements. 
I mean to prosecute this enterprise almost alona 
I shall join myself to the Tilslcimos." 

He ])aused at this point as if in meditation. 
Bcnjy, wliof^e eyes and mouth had been gradually 
opening to their widest, almost gasped with astonish- 
ment as he glanced at liis cousins, whose expressive 
countenM.nc(;s were somewliat similarly affected. 

*' I have bad some long talks," continued the 
Cajitain, "with that big Eskimo Chingatok, through 
our i^iterpreter, and from what he says I believe my 
chances of success are considerable. I am all the 
more confirmed in this resolution because of the 
readiness and ability of my first mate to guide you 
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out of the Arctic regions, and your willingness to 
trust him. Anders lias a^^nicd to go with inc as 
intcrprctur, and now, all i want is one otlier 
man, because — " 

" Put me down, IVitlier," cried Benjy, in a burst of 
excitement — ''I'm your man." 

" Hush, lad," said the Captain M-itli a little sniiU^, 
"of course I sliall take you with me and also your 
two cousins, but I want one other man to complete 
the i)arty — but he must be a heartily willing man 
— who will volunteer?" 

There was silence ibi- a few momenta. It was 
broken by the doctor. 

" I for one won't volunteer," be said, "for I'm too 
much Bhaken by this troublesome illness to thiidc o\ 
such an expedition. If I were well it might bo other- 
wise, but ])erha[js some of the others will offer," 

" You can't expect me to do so," said the mate, " for 
I *ve got to guide our party home, as agnicd ou ; 
besides, under any circumstances, I would not join 
you, for it is sim])le madness. You'll forgive me, 
Captain. 1 mean no disrespect, but I have sailed 
many years to these seas, and I know from experi- 
ence that what you propose is beyond the power 
of man to accomplish." 

"Experience !" repeated the Captain, qui«l<ly 
" Has your experience extended further north than 
this point?" 
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"No, sir, 1 liiive not boon furLhor iiortli tliaii tliis 
— nobody lias. It is beyond tliu utmost limit 
yet reached, so far as 1 know." 

" Well, then, you cannot speak from txpcrunct 
about what I ]jro|j03e/' said tluj Captain, turning 
away. " Come, lads, I have no wisli to constrain 
you, J ]uerely ^^ive one of you the chance." 

Still no one came foruard. Every man of the 
crew of the Whiicbear had had more or less ])ersonal 
acquaintauce withArcLic travel and dajigor. 'J'liey 
would liave followed Cai)tain A^une anywliere in the 
yacht, but evidently tliey had no taste for what he 
was about to undertake. 

At last one Bte[tped to the front. It was Butter- 
iaee, the steward. This intensely black negro M'as 
a bulky, ])owerfal man, with a juodest spirit and a 
stjaiif^e disbelief in his own capacities, though, in 
truth, those \\\^\i\ very considerable, lie came for- 
ward, stooping slightly, and rubbing his hands in a 
deprecating manner. 

"'Sense mC; massa Ca])ting. P'raps it bery pre- 
siimslioeous in dis yer chile foi' to speak afore his 
betters, but as no oder man 'pears to want to volun- 
teer, I 'b willin* to go in an* win. Ob course I aint 
a man — on'y a nigger, but I *s a wiliin' nigger, an* 
kin do a few small tings -cook dc grub, washup de 
cups an* sarsers, pull a oar, clean yer boots, figlit do 
Eskimos ef you wants me to, an* ginrally to scrim- 
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ni[i(,'c iironiid ii'inust unylhing. JMoroover, 1 cats 
110 jnovc dan a babby — 'sop wmi "I *k liuiigry— -an' 
I *11 I'ollor yoii, luassa, Iroo tick ami tin — to tU^ 
NorL Pole, or de »Sout Tolt^, or de lOast Pole, or dc 
West Polo — or a]iy odei- Poli^ wotHoimidivor^all 
de same to BuLturfaci;, w'loug'H you'll h»t 'im stick 
by you." 

Tlie croAv could not ludi) giving tlit; negro a cheer 
as he finished this loyal speech, and the Captain, 
altliough he would have prcicrred one of the other 
men, gladly accepted Ids services. 

A few days later the boHts were ready and ]ir(v 
visioned; adieus were said, lints and handkerchiefs 
waved, and soon after Cajitaiu Vaue and his son and 
two nephews, with Anders and Ihitterlace, were left 
to fight their battles alone, on the marghi of an 
unexplored, mysterious Polar sch. 
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CHAPTER V. 


LKFT TO THKIlt FATE. 


TirKRK are tilings, proljiibly, in all conditioos ot 
life, wliuii iiieu icel a spi^cioa ui' deso]at(3 sadru^ss 
creeping over tlieir spirits, wliicli they find it liard 
to shake off or subdue. Such a time arrived to our 
Arctic adventurers the night after I hey had parted 
from the crew oi the wrecked Whitehcar, Nearly 
everything around, and much within^ them was 
calculated to foster that feeling. 

Tliey were seated on tlie rocky point on the 
extremity of which their yaclit had been driven, 
l^eliind them were the deep ravines, broad valleys, 
black beetling cliHs, grand mountains, stupendous 
glaciers, and dreary desohilion of Creenland. To 
right and left, and in front of them, lay the chaotic 
ice-pack of the Arctic sea, witli lanes and pools of 
water visible here and tliere like lines and spots of ink 
Icebergs innumerable rose against the sky, wliicli at 
the time was entirely covei'ed witli grey and gloomy 
clouds. Gusts of wind swejjt over the frozen waste 
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now fiiul then, as if a sfjuall which liad recently 
pasaetl, were Higliing at the tlioui^hl ul' loavinj:; any- 
thing mitlestroyed bul)i]nl it. When \ve add to tins, 
that the waudererK vvcjo tlunkin^^'or tliu comraduswho 
had just left them -the last link, as it were, with 
tlu; uivilised w(nld from whieli they were self-exiled, 
of the nnknown dangers and difTiculties that hxy 
before them, and of tlie all hnt forlorn hope they liad 
undertaken, there need he little wonder that for 
some time they all looked rather grave, and were 
disposed to silenei;. 

But lile is made np of oppoaites, li;^ht and shade, 
hard and soft, hot and cold, sweet and sour, for the 
purpose, no doubt, of placing man between two 
moral battledores so as to drive the weak and erring 
shuttlecock of his will rl<j;lit and left, and thus keep 
it in the middle conise of rectitude. No sooner had 
our advunliu'Ljrs sunk to the profonndest de]>ths of 
gloom, than the battludore of brighter inihienees 
bcf^an to ]day upon them. It did not, however, 
achieve the end at once. 

"I'm in the lowest, bluest, dreariest, grumpiest, 
and most utterly iniserable state of mind 1 ever 
was in in all my life," said poor little i^iMijy Vane, 
thrusting his hands into his ])ockets, sitting down 
on a rock, and gaxing round on the waste wilderness, 
which had only just ceased howling, the very per- 
sonification of despair. 
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" So's I, massa," said liuttcrface, lookiug up from 
a compound of wot coal and driftwood wliich he had 
boeu vainly IryiiJg to cuax into a llanie for cooking 
j>urposus ; "I's most'orribly misorahlt! !" 

Tliei'o was a beaming ghn on tho m'^i^nVH virago 
that gave tlie lie diicct to his M^ords. 

"That's always tlie way with you, lienjy," said 
the Captain, ''citlicr Imbblin' over witli jollity an' 
mischief, or down in tlio deepest blues." 

"Blues! father," cried tlie boy, "don't talk of 
blues — it's the blacks I'm in, the very blackest of 
blacks." 

"Ha ! jus' like me," muttered Butterface, sticking 
out his thick lips at the unwilling fiie, and giving a 
blow that any grampus might have envied. 

The result was that a column of almost solid 
smoke, which had been for some time rising thicker 
and thicker from the coals, burst into a briglit 
flame. Tliis was the first of the sweet inlluences 
before referred to. 

"Mind your wool, .Flatnose," cried Benjy, as tlie 
negro drew quickly back. 

It may be remarked here that tlie mysterious bond 
of sympathy which united the spirits of Jienjy 
Vane and the black steward found expi-ession in 
kindly respect on the part of the man, and in 
various eccentric courses on the part of the boy— 
among others, in a habit of patting him on the 
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hack, and giving liiin ;i clioir.u st'lec'tioii oriinproriiptu 
n:ihu!S, such as lilack-uuig, Y\3ll'j\v-eyt.\s, S<|uare-j{iws, 
and the liki'-, 

''What liavi'. ytui got in the kdili^r' asked Leo 
Vandorvell, Avho eaino vip with some dry driftwood 
at the iiiunient, 

" l.>ubl)leunisqneak/' replietl the cook. 

"What sort o s([ueak is tljat?" asked Leo, as lie 
heut his tall strong frame over the lire to iiiveati- 
gat(; tlie contents of Ihe kettle. 

"What am it, niiiHsa? Wliy, it jun a bit o' salt 
]")Oi'k, an' a hit o' dat bear you slioutt^d trim de nose 
yes'rday, an' a junk o' walrus, an' two inillijis, an' 
some injiu corn, a leetil I'epper, an' a leetil salt/* 

"Good, that souiuls well," said Leo. "I'll go 
fctcli ycm S(jnic more driftwofid, for it'll take a deal 
of l>oiling, that will, to make it eatable." 

IMu^ di'iitwood referred to was merely sonie 
pieces of the yacht which had been cast ashore by 
tlie hurly-burly of ice and water that had oceui-icd 
during the last tide. No other K])(^;ies of driftwood 
was to l.)e found on that coast, for the neighbtiuring 
region was uttt^rly dcsiitulo of trees. 

" Wlieve has Alf gone to ?" asked the Captain, as 
Leo was moving away. 

" Oh, lie';-; looking for ])lants and sliells, as usual," 
answered Leo, with a smile. "You know his heart 
is set ui;ion tbesc things.*' 
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"He'll luivo to set his heart on liclping wi' the 
cargo after supijer/' said the (Jai)taiii, drawing a small 
note-book and pencil fVoin his poekct. 

A few jnorc of the swe(;t aixl revivin^tf innuences 
of life now bt^gan tu cirele round the wanderers. 
Among them was the savoury odour that arose 
from the ])ot of l;ml)l)kuimsqueak, also the improved 
appearance of tiie >:ky. 

It was niglit, almost midni;jlit, neverthehiss the 
sun was blazing in the lieavenS; niid as the storm- 
clouds ]iad rolled away like a dark curtain, his 
cheering rays were by that time gilding the ice- 
bergs, and rendering the land-cjiffri ruddily. The 
travellers had enjoyed perptitual daylight for several 
weeks already, ami at that high latitude they could 
count on many more to come. By the time supper 
was ready, the dii])ressing influences wore gone, and 
the spirits of all had recovered their w(Mited tone. 
Indeed it was not to tlie discredit of tlic party that 
they were so much cast down on that occasion, for 
the parting, 2)erhaps for ever, irom the friends 
with wlioni they had hiLljerto voyaged, had much 
more to do witli Lheir sadness tlian surrounding 
circumstances or future trials. 

" What plan do y{m intend to follow out, uncle?" 
asked Alphonse Vaudervell, as they sat at snjiper 
that night round the kotUc. 

"'J'hat depends on many things, lad," replied the 
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Captain, laying down liis spoun, and leaning his 
rjack against a convenient rock. " If the ice moves 
1)11', 1 Hliall adopt one course ; if it holds faf:t I shall 
try another. Then, if you insist on ^uthering and 
carrying ahmi,^ wil.li yon such pocket-loads of 
specinienr^ phiiit.s, rocks, etc., as you've brou^^ht in 
this evening, I'll have to buiid a sort of Xoah's 
ftrk, or omnibus on sledge runners, to carry 
them." 

"Andsu])poso 1 don't insist on carrying tliese 
things, what then?" 

"Well," reph'cd tlie Captain, "in that ciise I 
would — well, let me see — a little more of the bubble, 
Benjy." 

"Wouldn't you rather some of the squeak?" 
nskcd the boy. 

"Both, lad, both — some of everything. Well, as 
T \vas saying — iind you vo a right to know what's 
running in my head, seeing that you have to lielp 
Tue carry out the phms — I'll give you a rough 
notion of 'em." 

'riw. (.'aptiiin b(;c;amc more sorjous as ho exjtlained 
his plans. " The Eskimos, yon know," lie continued, 
"have gone by what T may call the sliore ice, two 
days' jf)uniey in advance of this spot, tid<ing our 
dogs aloTig with tliem. It w\'is ]ny intention to 
have proceeded to the same point in our yacht, and 
there, if the sea was oi>en, to liave taken on board 
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that maguilicejit Eskimo giant, Chingatok, with hia 
family, and oLCCied away due iiortli. lu the event 
of the puck being iiiipassable, I had intended to 
have hiiil llie yaclit up in sonic safe liarbonr ; 
hunted .'uul liylicd until ^vfi had a stock of dried and 
salted jji-uvisions, enough to hist us two years, and 
then to have started norlhwurd in sledges, under the 
guidiinee of Cliingalok, with a few picked men, 
leaving the rest and the yacht in charge of the mate. 
The wreclc of the Whitcbear has, liowever, forced nie 
to modify these pLms. I shall now secure a,s much 
of our cargo as wu have been able to save, and leave 
it here en cache — " 

" What sort of cash i.^3 that, father ?" asked Jienjy. 

•'You are t.he best lijjguist among us, Leo, tell 
him,*' said the (Japtaiu, tui-ning to his nephew. 

" 'irVt cache is I'reuch for ' in iiiding,'" returned 
Leo, with a lau;^h. 

'' Why du yon speak French to Englishnuni, 
fiither?" said J^enjy in a pathetic tone, but with a 
l>ert look. 

"'Cause the expression is a common one on Lliis 
side the Athuitic, hid, imd you ought to know it. 
Xow, don't interiLijjL me again. Well, having 
])laced the cargo in security" (" E/i cache'* muttered 
Jk'.njy with a glance at Buttorf'ace), " T shall rig uj) 
the skulges brought from England, load thrni wiMi 
what we rofiuito, and follow up the Mskimos. You're 
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Eure, Aiideis, Unit vuu uiuUu'sI.ijikI Cluii*^utokVi 
descriptiou of tlio lilnv.i^ ?" 

The uiterprett^r (lucliiKjtl Ihid lie was ([uite tsurc. 

" Ai'tcr that/' i-uoUhkuI thu Cfiptain, "I'll act 
accordini^f to tlie iiironiiation tlie BJiid Eskimos can 
give me. I)' ye know, i ]iave a strong suspicion 
that our Arctic giant Ohingatok is a philoaoplier, il* 
I may judge IVoui one or two questiojis he put 
and observations he made when we first met He 
says he has come from a fine country which lies 
far — very far — to the north of Lliia ; so far that I 
feel quite interested and h(jperul ahout it, I expect 
to have more talk with him soon on tlie subject 
A little more o' the bubble, lad ; really, J5utterface, 
your powers in the way of cookery are wonderful." 

" Chingatok seems to me quite a remarkable 
fellow for an Eskimo/' observed Leo, scraping the 
bottom of the kettle with iiis spoon, and looking 
inquji'ingly into it. " 1, too, had some talk witli him 
— tlu'ough Anders — when we lirst met, and from 
what he said J'x;an't help thinking tliat he has come 
from the remote north sohdy on a voyage of discovery 
into what must be to him the unknown regions of 
the south. Evidently he has an inquiring mind," 

" Much like yourself, Lcjo, to judge f]'om the way 
you peer into that kettle," said l^enjy ; " please don't 
scrape the bottom out of it. There's not mucli 
tin to mend it with, you know, in tlieye regions/* 
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" Brass will do quite as well," r(it (jrted Leo, 
" Hiul there caix be no lack of tlial while you are 
here." 

" C/onie now, !?onjy," siiid Alf, "that insol<uit 
remark should put you on your mettle." 

" So it docs, but I won't open my lips, because I 
led that I should speak iron-ically it' 1 were to 
reply," returned the boy, gazing dreamily into the 
quiet countenance of tlie steward. " Whut are you 
thinking of, you lump of charcoal?" 

" Me, massa ? me tink dere 'pears to be room for 
more wittles inside oh me ; but as all de grub 's 
eated up, p 'r'aps it would be as well to be goin' au 
tacklin* suiiin' else now," 

"You're right, Butterface," cried the Captain, 
rousing himself from a reverie. " What say you, 
comrades ? Shall we turn in an' have a nap ? It 'a 
past midnight " 

"I'm not inclined for sleep" sjiid Alf, looking 
up from some of the botanical specimens he had 
collected, 

"No more am T/* said Leo, lifting up his arms 
and stretching his stalwart frame, which, notwith- 
standing his youth, had already developed to 
almost the full proportions of a powerful man. 

" I vote that we sit up all night/* said Eenjy, 
" the sun does it, and why shouldn't we ?" 

"Well, I've no objection," rejoined the Captain, 
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"but we must work if we don't ftlcoji— .so, come 
along/' 

Settini^ the exumjilc, ('ii}»t;iin Vane began to 
slioiililer tlie bags and boxes wliich lay scattered 
around with the energy of an enthusiastic railway 
porter. The otlier nuinibei'S of the party were not a 
whit beliind him in diligence and encirgy. Even 
lk;njy, delioate-looking though he was, did tiie work 
of an average man, besides enlivening the proceedings 
with snatches of song and a llow of small talk of ;i 
liumorons and slightly insolent nalurtj. 
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CHAPTEK VL 

KUTUKK eUK'SH DISCMrSHKD AND DMCIDKD. 

Away to tlie nortliward of the spot where the 
Whitehead' had been wrecked there stretched a point 
of land i'ar out into the Arctic Ocean. It was about 
thirty miles distant, and loomed hugely bluff and 
grand against the brilliant sky, as if it were the 
forefront of the northern world. No civilised eyes 
had ever beheld that land before. Captain Vane 
knew that, because it lay in latitude 83** north, 
which was a little beyond the furthest point 
yet readied by Arctic navigators. He therefore 
named it Cape Newhope. Benjy thought that it 
should liave been named Eutterface-beak, because 
the steward had been the first to observe it, but his 
fatlier thouglit otherwise. 

About three miles to the northward of this point 
of land the Eskimos were encamped. According to 
arrangement with the wliite men they had gone 
there, as we have said, in charge of the dogs brought 
by Captain Vane from Uperuavik, aa these 
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animals, it was thou(/ht, stood much in need of 
exercise. 

Here the natives had fnimd and tnk(Mi ])OSScssion 
of a number of deserted Eskimo huts. 

These rude buihiings were the abodes to wliich 
the good ])eophi migrated wlieii summer heat became 
so great as to render their snow-huts sloppily 
disagreeable. 

In one of the huts sat C]]mi,i^^atok, his arms rest- 
ing on his knees, his huge liands clas])ed, and 
his intelligent eyes fixed dreamily on the Limp- 
tlame, over wliich his culinary mother was bending 
in busy sincerity. There were niiiny points of 
character in which this remarkabh; mother and son 
resembled each other. Both were earnest— intensely 
so — and each was enthusiastically eager about 
small matters as well as great. In short, they both 
possessed great though uncultivated ]ninds. 

The hut they occupied v^as in some respects as 
remarkable as tlieniselves. It measured about six 
feet in height and ten in diamciter. The walls were 
made ol' llattish stones, moss, and the bones of seals, 
whales, narwhals, and other Arctic creatures. The 
stones were laid k(.i that each overlapped the one 
below it, a very little inwards, and thus the walls 
;ippn)ached each other gradually as they rose from 
the foundation ; the top being finally closed by slabs 
of slate stone. Simibir stoiii-s t^overed Llie floor— 
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one lialf of wliicli flr^or was raised a loot or so above 
the (tt.hur, and this raised halJ" served for a seat by 
day as wtill as a conch by ni^lit. On it were spread 
a thick layer of dried moss, and several seal, dog, 
and bear skins. Smaller' elevations in the corners 
near the entrance served lor seats. The door was a 
cnrtain of sealskin. Above it was a small window, 
ij;lazed, so to speak, with strips of semi-transparent 
dried intestines sewed together. 

Tooh)olia's cookinf^f-larap was made of soapstone, 
formed like a elam-shell, and about eight inches in 
diameter; the fuel was seal-oil, and the wick was 
of moss. It smoked considerably, but Eskimos are 
smoke-proof. TJie pot above it, suspended from the 
roof, was also made of soapstone. Sealskins hung 
about the walls drying; oily mittens, socks and 
Tioots were suspended about on pegs and racks of 
rib-bones. Lumps of blubber hnng and lay about 
miscellaneously. Odours, not savoury, were there- 
fore prevalent — but Eskimos are smell-proof. 

" Mother," said the giant, raising his eyes from 
tlie flame to his parent's anioke-encircled visage, 
"they are a most wonderful people, these Kablunets. 
Blackboard is a great man — a grand man — but I 
think he is — " 

Chingatok paused, shook his head, and touched 
bis forehead with a look of significance worthy of « 
wliite man. 
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"Why think yoii so, my soti?" asked the old 
woman, sneezing, us a denser cloud than usual wen^ 
up her nose. 

" Because he has come here to search for nothing^ 

"Xothin^', my son?" 

" Yes — at least that is what he tried to ex])lain 
to me. Perhaps the interpreter could not explain. 
Tie is not a smart man, that interpreter. He re- 
seiubles a walrus witli his brain scooped ont He 
spoke much, hnt I could not understand." 

" CouUl not understand?" repeated Toolooha, 
with an incredulous look, " let not Chiugatok say so. 
Is there anything that passes the lips of man which 
he cannot understand V* 

"Truly, mother, 1 once tliought there was not," 
replied the giant, with a modest look, " but I am 
mistaken. The Kablunots make me stare and feel 
foolish." 

" But it is not possible to search for nothing'' 
urged Toolooha. 

" So I said," replied her son, " but Bhickbeard only 
laughed at me." 

"Did he?" cried the mother, with a mucli 
relieved expression, "then let yonr mind rest, my 
son, for Blackboard must be a fool if he laughed 
at yon" 

" Blackbeard ia no fool," replied Chingatok. 

"Has he not come to seardi for new laiula here, 
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as you went to search lor tlieui there V asked 
Toolooha, ])oiiilirij^^ altornatoly iioitli and soutli. 

"No — i)' T Lave iuitlersto(;d him. Perhaps the 
Itrainless walrus Iranslaled liis w^rds \vron|r]y." 

"Is ilie thing lie searches for somctliing to eal?" 

"No." 

" Hornet liiTi*:^ to drink or wear ? " 

" No, I tell yon. It is iiothmg ! Yet he drives it 
a name. He calls it NoH Pole !" 

Perhaps it is needless to remind tlie reader t;liat 
Cliinpratok and his niotlicr conversed in their native 
Lonfifufi^ wliicli wo liave rcnderct] as literally as 
possible, and tliat the last two words were ]]is broken 
English for "North Pole"! 

**Nort Pole!" repea1,cd Tooloohn once or twice 
contenij)latively. " Well, ho may search for nothing 
if he will, but that he cannot find." 

"Nay, mother/' returned tJie f^iant with a soft smile, 
"if he will search for nothlTig; he is sure to find it !" 

Chingatok sighed, for his mother did not see the 
joke. 

" Elack beard," he continued witli a,i!;rave, puzxled 
manner, " said that tliis world on which we stand 
floats in tlie air lik(i a bird, and spins round !" 

" Tlieu Plackboard is a liar/' said 'I'oolooha qnietly, 
thongh witliout a thought of being nide. She 
merely meant what she said, and said what she 
meant, being n natn rally eandi*! woman. 
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'' Tliat niiiv be so, inotlnn"^ but T tliink not." 

"How can tlio world float without winjrs ?" 
(ioiniiiided the old woman indi^Tiantly. " if it 
Kpiimeil should we not ieel the spinning, and grow 
giddy?" 

*' And BLickhciird sEiys/' contiimod the giant, 
regardless of tlu* qiujstions propounded, " that it 
spins round upon this Nort Pole, which he says is 
not a real thing, hut only nothing. 1 asked 
J^lackbeard — ITow can a world spin upon nothing?" 

" And wliat said he to that?" demanded Toolooha 
quickly. 

"lie only laughed. They all laughed when the 
bminlejjs walrus ]mt my question. There is one 
little hoy — the son I think of l^lackheard — who 
laughed more than all the rest. He lay down on 
the ice to laugh, and rolled about as if he had the 
bowel-twist." 

"That son of Blackbeard must be a fool more 
than his father," said Toolooha, casting a look of 
indignation at her innocent kettle. 

"Perhaps ; but he is not like hisfatlier," returned 
Chingatok meekly. ''There are two other chiefs 
among the Kablnnets who seem to me fine men. 
'j'hey are very young and wise. They have learned 
a little of our tongne from the Brainless One, and 
asked me some questions about the rocks, and ilie 
moss, and the flowers. Tliey are tall and strung. 


74 TJIK GIANT OF TflK NORTH 

One of them is very ^t;ivo and yctnns to tliirik rnucb, 
]ik(3 myself. He also spoke of tljis Notiiiii^f — Uiis 
Nort roUi. They are all mad, I think, about that 
thing— that Nol;liin<:,^ !" 

The conversatio]! was Tnt(u-ru|»t.(Mi at this point 
by tlie sudden entrance of t\v:. «^'iaHt/s Ul;tle sister 
with the news that tlie Kaljlunots were observed 
t;oniing round tlie trrccat (lapo, dragi,'ing a sled;:,^(\ 

"Is not the bii; otniiiak with tliem ?'* ask(!d her 
brother, rising ([uiekly. 

''-No, we see. no oomiak — no wings — no fire," 
answered (.)blooria, " only six men drugging a 
sledge." 

Ghingatok went out immediately, and Oblooria 
was about to follow when her mother recalled her. 

"Come hcrii, little one. There is a bit of blub- 
ber for you to suck. Tell mo, saw you any sign 
of madness iu these wiute num when they were 
talking with your brother about this — this — Nort 
Pole." 

" No, mother, no," answered Oldooria tliought- 
fiilly, 'M saw not madness. They laiighcul much^ it 
is true — but not more than Oolichuk langhs some- 
times. Yes — I think again ! There was one wlio 
seems mad — the small boy, wliom brother thinks 
to be the son of Blackbeard — Bcujay, they call 
him." 

*' Uiih I 1 thought so/' exidaimcd Toolooha 
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evidoutly ploastid a1; licr penetration on this point. 
" Go, child, T cannot qnit tlic lamp, TJrinj^ ino news 
of what they say and do." 

Oblooria obeyed with alacrity, holling her Htrip 
of half-cooked blubber as she ran ; her mother 
meanwhile gave her undivided attention to tlie 
duties of the lamp. 

The white men and all the members of the 
Eslcimo band were standing by the sledge engaged 
in earnest conversation wlicn the little girl came 
forward. Captain Vane was speaking. 

" Yes, ('hingatok," lie said, looking np at the tall 
savage, who stood erect in frame but with bent head 
and his hands clasped before him, like a modest 
chief, which in truth he was. " Yes, if you will 
guide me to your homo i:^. the northern lands, I will 
pay you well — for I have .r.uch iron and wood and 
such things as 1 think you wish for and valne, and 
you shall also have my best thanks and gratitude. 
The latter may not indeed be worth much, but, 
Tievertheless, you could not purchase it with all the 
wealth of the l*olar regions." 

(vhingatok looked with penetrating gaze at 
Anders while he translated, and, considering the 
nature of the communication, the so-called Ijrain- 
less One proved himself a better man than the 
giant gav(i him credit for. 

"Does lUaekbpart'i," asked Chiugatok, after a few 
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seconds' thought, "expoct to Wnd this Notliing — 
this Ni)rt PoJe, in my country ?" 

"Wt'II, I cannot; fixactly say that I do," replied 
the (Ja])tain ; '* y^m nee, I 'ni not (|ultc sure, inmi what* 
yon tell ine, wlitin* your country is. It may not 
reach to the Pole, but it is (Plough for nie that it lies 
in that direction, and that you tell me there is much 
open water tiienj. Men of my nation liave heeji 
in these regions before now, and soni' of theiu have 
said that the Polar Sea is open, others tliat it is 
covered alwnys with ice so thick that it never melts. 
Some have said it is a ' sea of ancient ic(i ' so rough 
that no man can travel over it, and that it is not 
possible to reacli the. North Pole. I don't agree with 
that. 1 had been h;d to ex])ect to fall in with lliis 
sea of ancient ice before 1 had got thus far, but it is 
not to be found. The sea indeed is i)artly blocked 
with ordinary ice, but there is nothing to be seen 
of this vast collection of Tuighty blocks, some of 
them thirty feet high — this wild chaos of ice which 
so cfTectually stopped some of those who went 
before me." 

Tills speecJi put such brains as the Pirainless One 
posnessed to a severe test, and, aft(!r all, he failed to 
convey its full meaning to Chingatok, wlio, liowcvor, 
promptly replied to such portions as he uiulerstood. 

"What Blackbeaid calls the sea of old ice does 
exist," he said; "J Jiave seen it. No man could 
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travel on it, only the l)irds can cross it. liut ice is 
not land. It changes place. Tt is here to-day ; it 
is there lo-nioirow. Next day it is gono. We 
cannot tell where it goes to or when it will come 
hack. The very old ice comes back again and 
again. Tt is slow to become like your Nort Pole — 
nothing. But it melts at last and more comes in 
its place — growing old slowly and vanishing slowly. 
It is full of wonder — like the stars ; lilie the jump- 
ing flames ; like the sun and moon, which we can 
not understand." 

Chingatok paused and looked upwards with a 
solemn expression. His mind had wandered into 
its favourite channels, and for the moment he forgot 
the main subject of conversation, while the white 
men regarded him with some surprise, his comrades 
with feelings of interest not unmingled with awe. 

" But," he continued, " I know where the sea of 
ancient ice-blocks is just now. 1 came ])aat it in 
my kayak, and can guide you to it by the same 
way." 

" That is just what I want, Chingatok " said the 
Captain with a joyful look, " only aid me in this 
matter, and I will reward you well. I *ve already 
told you that my ship is wrecked, and that the crow, 
except tliose you see hero, have left me ; but 1 have 
saved all the cargo and buried it in a place of 
aecui'ity with the exception uf those things which 
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T need for my ex])e(lilioii. One half of these things 
are on this sled(;e,--the otiior liiilf on a slcdgo left 
behind and i-e;idy packed iieav Liio. wret'k. Now, I 
want you to senJ Jueii to i'etcli thiiL sledije hero." 

"Tliat sl}all be duae," said ('hiu^^aLok. 

" 'rhiuiks, thankw, my good i'ellow," returnoil the 
OaptEiiii, "and we must set aboal it at onco, for tlie 
sumijier is advancing, and you know as well as T do 
iliat the hot seaaon is but a short one in these 
j-egioiis." 

" A moment mure shall not be lost/' said the 
giant. 

He turned to Oolichuk, who had been leaning on 
a short spear, and gating open-mouthed, eyed, and 
eared, during the foregoing conversation, and said 
a few words to him and to the other Eskimos in a 
low tone. 

Oolichuk merely nodded his head, said " Yah !" 
or something similarly significant, shouldered hia 
spear and went off in tlie direction of the Cape of 
Ntiwhopc, followed by nearly all the men of the 
party." 

" Stay, not quite so fast," cried Captain Vane. 

" Stop !" shouted Chingatok. 
{.)olichuk and his men paused. 
" One of us had better go with them," said the 
Captain, "to show the place where the sledge has 
been hd't." 
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"T\am11 f:;o, uuch;, if yuiril allow iru;" said ,Leo 
V;iii(lm'vell. 

" Oh ! If3t me ^^o tuo, fat her/' pleadoil I^ciijy, " 1 *m 
not a bit. tirod ; do." 

"Yon may both ^o. Twki^ a rifle with yon, Leo. 
There's no sayiu^^ wliat you may meet on the way." 

In liali'-an-]ioiir tlu; jjarty under Ooli^'huk had 
reached the extniuiity of the cape, and Captain Vane 
observed that liis vohitile son monnted to tlie top 
of an ice-iJock to wave a i'arewell. He looked like 
a black speck, or a crow, in the far distance. 
Another moment., and the speck had disappeitred 
fkinou^ tlui hummocks of the ice-locked koh**. 
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CHAPTER VTL 

mFKlCULTiKS ENC'Oa.N'TKKKD AND KaCKI). 

Tlujy liad not qiiile (loul)led tlit; Ca])e of NcwhojiCj 
and were about to round the point wliicli concealed 
the spot that liad been named Wreck Bay, when 
they suddenly found themselves face to face with a 
Polar bear 1 

Eruin was evidently out for an evening stroll, for 
he seemed to have nothing parlicular to do. 

Snrpris(i lit up alike tlie countenances of the men 
and the visage of the lie.ar. It was an unexpected 
meeting on botli sides. 'Die distance between them 
was not more than thirty feet. Leo was the only 
one uf the party who carried a rifle. More tlian once 
during the voyage had Leo seen and shot a bear. 
The sight was not new to him, but never before had 
he come so suddenly, or so very close, upon this king 
of the Arctic Seas. lie cliancod at the time to be 
walking a few yards in advance of the party in com- 
pany with Oolichuk and I'enjy. 

The three stopped, stai-ed, and stood as if petrified 
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for one moment., tlien they uttered a united and lialf 
involuntary roar. 

Kif^liL royally did that bear acce])t the cliallenge. 
It rose, accoiiling to custom, on its hind le^s, and 
immediately began that slow, but deadly war-dance 
with which the race i.s wont to preface an attack, 
wliiii'- its upper lip curled in apparent derision, 
exposiny its terrible Jangs. 

Leo recovered self-possession instantly. The rifle 
lea])cd to his shoulder, the centre of the bear's breast 
was covered, and the trigjt^er pulled. 

Only a snap resulted. Leo had forgotten to load! 
Btnijy gasped with anxiety. Ooliclmk, who liad lield 
himselt'back with a sparkling smile of expectation 
at th(i prospect of seeing the Kablunet use his 
thunder- weapon, looked surprised and disappointed, 
Itut went into action promptly witli his spear, 
af'compunied by Akeetolik. Leo's rifle, being a 
breech-loader, was quickly re-charged, but as the rest 
of the party stood leaning on their spears with the 
evident intention of jncrcly watching the combat, the 
youth resolved to hold his hand, despite 'Renjy's 
earnest rocommendalion to pat one ball between the 
bear s eyes, and the other into his stomach. 

It was but a brief though decisive battle. Those 
Eskimos were well used to such warfare. 

Rurniing towards tho animal with levelled spears, 
the two men separated on coming close, r,o tliat Bruin 
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was forced to a state of iTideoisiou as to wliich enemy 
he would assail first. Akeotolik stdtied th« point 
for him by f^ivinf^ him a prick on the rii^lil. side, tlms, 
as it wcnj, dr/uvintr the (^iieiny's fin? on liirnpfdi'. 
TI;o hear turimd towards him witli a flerco ^'lowl, ami 
in so doings, exposed Lis left side to at.tank. Oolicdiuk 
was not slow to fii'izo the o])])ortunity. He h'.iiped 
close np, Mild drove his sjKs'ir deep into the aniMjal's 
lieart — killing it on the spot. 

Xext day the pai'ty j'tttiirned to the Plskiino camp 
with the sledge load of goods, and tlie hear on the 
top. 

While steaks of the same were being |)ioj)ared by 
Toolooha, Captain Vane and liis new allies were busy 
discussing ihe details of the advance. 

" I know tliat the difTiculties will he great/' he 
said, in reply to a remark from the interpreter, "but 
1 mean to face and overcome them." 

"Ah!" exclaimed Alf, who was rather fond c{ 
poetry : — 

" T(i dfiro iinkiiowii rlangers in a iinliln cause, 
I>ospitn an rulverso Naturo and hv.r tiresoinr Laws." 

"Just si(), Alf, my V)oy, stiek at nothing; never 
give in ; victory or death, that's my way of (ix])resa- 
ing the same sentiment, l^iit thoro 's one tiling tliat 
1 mnst impress once more upon you all- -namely, 
that each tnan Tnust reduce his kit to the very lowest 
point (jf size ;ind weight. Xo ('xlia.s a]k)\ved/' 
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"What, not even a box of paper c.ollarft?" asked 
Benjy. 

"Not one, uiy boy, hut you may tak(^ a strait- 
waistcoat in your box if you choose, for you'll be 
sure to neotl it." 

" Oh ! father," returned the l)oy, rcmonstratively, 
''you are severe. However, T will take one, if you 
agree to leave your woollen comforter behind. You 
won*t need that, you see, as long as T am with 
yonr 

"Of course," said Alf, "you will alhiw us to 
carry HUiall libraries with us?" 

"Certainly not, my lad, only one book each, and 
that must be a small one." 

"The only hook I possess is my r»ible," saiil T.oo, 
'and that won't take u]) much room, 1'or it's ati 
uncommonly small one." 

"If 1 only had my liubinson Crusoe hen;," cried 
Benjy, "I'd take it, for tliere's enoufrli (jf advtm- 
turc in that book to carry a man over half tlie 
worhl." 

" Ay," said Alf, " and enough oi' mind to cany liim 
over the other half. Tor my ])art, ii" we must l)e 
content with one book each, 1 shull take Jhizzby's 
poems." 

"Oh! horrible!" cried Benjy, "why, he's no 
better than a maudlin,' dawdlin,' tlrawlin,' r.aier- 
waulin - -" 
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'* Cojae, T3enjy, don't be insolent; he's second 
only to Tennyson. Just listen to tin's morceau by 
Huzzby It is an Ode to Courage: — 

'TTigli ! hot ! liillariouB oompouml of '" 

'' Stop ! stoj) ! man, don't be^^in when we 're in the 
middle of out plans/' interrupted 15(injy, '* let us 
liear wliat book Butterface means to take." 

" 1 not take no book, inassa, only take my flute. 
Music is wot's de matter wid me. I)at is de ting 
vvliat hab charms to soovc de savage beast." 

" 1 wouldn't advise you try to soothe a Polar hear 
with it," said Leo, "unless you have a rifle handy." 

" Yes — and especially an unloaded one, which ih 
very effective against Polar bears," put in the Captain, 
with a sly look. " Ah ! Leo, I could hardly have 
believed it of you — and you the sportsman of our 
party, too; our chief huntsman. Oh, fie !" 

" Come, uncle, don't be to® hard on that little 
mistake," said Leo, with a slight blush, for he was 
really annoyed by tlie unsportsmanlike oversight 
hinted at ; " but pray, may I ask," he added, turn- 
ing sharply on the Ca})tain, " what is inside of these 
three enormous boxes of yours which take up so 
much space on the sledges ? " 

" You may ask, Leo, but you may not expect an 
answer. That is my secret, and I mean to keep it 
as a sort of stimulus to your spirits when the hard- 
ships of the way begin to tell on you. Ask 
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Cli'ngatok, Andei-b," continued the. CHpt.ahi, turriing 
to the intiM'[)niter, "if lie tiiinks we liuvo t.-nougii 
■|>rovisioMs tiollected fortlu; juurney. I wish to hVayI 
imiiiediuteiy." 

" Wc have enouj^li," answered Chiugatok, who 
had been sitting a yileiit, hut deeply interested 
observer — .so to .speak — uttlie foi'egoiiig couvervSatioii. 

"Tell hiiu, then, to arrange with hia party, and he 
prepared to set out hy noon to-morrow." 

That night, by the liglit of the midnight sun, tlie 
Eskimos sat round their kettles of bear-chops, ami 
went into the pros and corus of the proposed expe 
dition. Some were enthusiastically in favour of 
casting in their h^t with the white men, otliers were 
decidedly against it, and a i'ew were undecided. 
Among the latter was Akeetolik. 

" These ignorant men," said that bold savage, " are 
foolish and useless. They cannot kill bears. The 
onci named Lo (thus was Leonard's name reduced to 
its lowest denomination) is big enough, and looks 
vei'y line, hut when he sees bear he only stares, 
makes a little click with his thujuler-weapou, and 
looks stupid." 

"lilackbeard explained that," said Oolichuk; "Lo 
made some mistake." 

"That maybe so," rett)i'ted Akeetolik, "but if you 
and me had not been there, the hear would not 
make a laisUke." 
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"T will not go wiUi tlitjse Kalihiuets/' said Eomerk 
wilU 11 IVowii, "they ;iro only savages. Tliey are 
jjot Uuiglit. No doubt tliey had a wonderful boat, 
imt llioy liav(i uut iieeu able to keejt thuir boat 
'i'liL^y cannot kill bcur.s ; porliup.s Uiyy (jauiiot kill 
soals or widruHes, and they ask us to help thciu to 
travel —to show tlujni the way ! Tliey can do 
itolhiuLT. Tliey must be hul likc^ childrun. My 
udvif;e is to kill tliein all, sini-u ilu^y are no uaeleas, 
and take their goods." 

This apeech was ret;eived witli marks oi" decided 
approval by those of the party who were in the 
habit of Biding with Eeinerk, but the rest were 
silent. In a few inoiuents Chingatok said, in a low, 
quiet, but impressive tone: "The Kablunets are not 
foolish or ignorant. They are wise — tar beyond 
the wisdom of tlu; Piskimos. It is Eemerk who is 
like a walrus witliout bj-.tins. He thinks that his 
little mind ia outside of everything, and ao he has 
not eyes to perceive that he is ignorant as well 
as foolisli, and that other men are wise." 

This was the severest rebuke that the good- 
natured Chingatok had yet administered to Eemerk, 
but the latter, foolisli though he was, had wisdom 
enough not to resent it openly. He sat in moody 
silence, with his eyes fixed on the ground. 

Of course Oolichuk was decidedly in favour of 
joiiung the white men, antl ao was Ivitchuk, who 
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SOini ln'Oiiii^ht ruuinl lii.s luJ^sit■iltill^■ I'liiUhl Akucit.olik, 
aud several, oi" tlio (.>L]ujvp. Oblo(»ri;i, hfiiig timid, 
would }^l:ully liave i^ided with Eniuciik, but she 
hated ihe iiiau, iiud, la;;iii.K^s, would in any cast! have 
cast in hei h)b with her mother aud brother, even if 
free to do other wine. 

The i'air 'J'ekkona, whose coura<fe and hiitii were 
naturally strung, hud only one idea, aud that was to 
ibilow cheerfully wherever (.'hinj^atok hid; but she 
was very modest, aud ^^ave uo opinion. Slie UKU'ely 
remarked: "The Kabluuets are iiaudaojne meu, 
akui seem good." 

As for Toolooha, she had enough to do to attend 
to the serious duties of the lam}>, antl always left 
the settlement of less important matters to the 
men. 

" You and yours are j'ree to do what yon please," 
said (Uiinj^atuk to Eemerk, when the ihseu.^siou 
drew to a close. '* I go with the white men to- 
morrow." 

"Wliat says Oblooria?" wliispered Oolichuk 
when the I'est of the parly were listeninj;- Lo 
Eemerk's reply. 

"Obhtoria goes with her brother and mother," 
answered that young latly, toying cotiueLtishly with 
her sealskin tail. 

Oolichuk's good-hmuoured visage beamed with 
satisfaetiun, and his (hit nose curled up— as niucb 
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as it was posKsible for sucli a feature to curl — with 
contempt, as he glanced at Ecmcrk and said — 

" I liavo heard many tales from Anders — tlie 
whitt; man's mouthpitice — since we met. He tells 
me the wliite men are very brave* and fond of 
running- into danger for nothing lint fun. Tliose 
who do not like tlie fun of dang(U' sliould join 
J^lenierk. Those who are fond of fun anrl danger 
should come with our great chief Claiigatok- huk ! 
Let us divide," 

Without more palaver tlie band divided, and it 
was foimd that only eight sided \vith Eemerk. All 
the rest cast in their lot with our giant, after which 
this Arctic House of Commons adjourned^ and its 
members went to rest. 

A few days after that, Captain Vane and his 
Eskimo allies, having left the camp witli Eemerk 
and his friends far behind them, came suddenly one 
fine morning on a barrier which threatened eflectu- 
ally to arrest their further progress nortliward. This 
was nothing less than that tremendous sea of 
"ancient ice" which had bafHed previous naviga 
tors and sledging parties. 

" Chaos ! absolute chaosl" exclainiodAlf Vandervell, 
who was first to recover from the sliock of surprise, 
not to say consternation, with which the party beheld 
Ihe scene on turning a high cape. 

"It looks bad," said Captain Vane, gravely, "but 
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thini,^s ofUiii luult w(M'ki^ at a first ^diuict^ 1]in.n tliey 
n.silly are." 

"I ho})i' iL may lie. so in this cast;/' said Leu, in a 
l(^w lone. 

" Good-bye to the North l*o]o !" said llcujy, ^vitli 
a h:)ol< (}[ ih'si)ondcncy so d(^o]) that the rest of tlie 
])arty huii^hed in spite of thi'iiisclves. 

'i'he truth was that poor Ueujy liad suffered much 
during the shid^a^ jouriujy wliich tlieyhad begun, for 
altliough lie rode, like tlio rest of them, on one of 
the Eskimo slodues, the ice over which they liiid 
travelled along sliore Iiad been sufficiently rugged to 
necessitate constant getting off and on, as well as 
much scrambling over hummocks and broken ice. 
We have already said that l^enjy was not very robust, 
though courageous and full of 8})irit, so that he was 
prone to leap from the deepest depths of despair to 
the higluist heights of hope at a moment's iiotice- 
or vice versa. Not having become inured to ice- 
travel, he was naturally much cast down when the 
chaos above-mentioned met his gaze. 

" Strange," said the Captain, after a long silent 
look at the ban-icr, " strange that we should find it 
here. The experience of former travellei's placed it 
considerably to the south and west of this." 

"liut you know," said J.co, "Cliingatok told us 
that the old ice drifts about just as the more recN^itly 
formed does. Wiio knows but we may find the 
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end iA iL not i'jir vW, and |>ui'liii|).s \miy itiiuili open 
w.'iter beyond, where we can make skin canoes, and 
launch tbrtli on a voyage oi' discovery." 

" r vote that we climb Liic, cliil's and try to see 
over the top of this horrid ice-jumhh?," said In'iijy. 

" Not a bad su^^»^-estion, lad. Let us do so. We will 
uncan:p here, Anders. Let all tlic [jcople liave a 
^ood feed, und tell Ohingatok to follow us. You 
will come :dong witli liini." 

A few hours later, and the Captain, Leo, Alt', 
Benjy, Ohingatok, and the inter])reter stood on the 
extreme summit of tlie promontory which they had 
named Cape Chaos, and from which they had a 
splendid bird's-eye view of the whole region. 

It was indeed a tremendous and never-to-be-for- 
^otteu scene. 

As far as the eye could reach, tlic ocean was 
covered with ice heaped together in some places in 
the wildest confusion, and so lirndywtHlged in ap- 
pearance that it seemed as if it liad lain there in a 
solid mass from the hrstday of creation. Elsewhere 
tile ice was mon; level and less compact. Tn the Tnidst 
of this rugged scene, hundreds of giant iceijergs rose 
conspicuously above the rest, towering u[iwar(ls in 
every shape and of all sizes, from whicli tlio bright 
sun was flashed back in rich variety of form, from 
the sharp gleam that trickled down an edge of ice 
to the refulgent blaze on a glassy face whicii almost 
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rivallod the .sun liiiiLst'lf in brilliancy. These icii- 
bcrgs, extondiiif;^ tis tho^y did to tin.; iiorizon, where 
lluiy iiiiu;.;h)d vvitli aud wcni lost in thu pearl-<,'rey 
sky, i4avo an iiiiprt:HSLon ul* vuat illiniiUibLu pi'-rspiiC- 
tive. Althouj^fh no aign ol' iiii open sua way at lirst 
obacrved, then; was no Lick of water to enliven the 
scene, lor here and tliere, aud everywhere, were pools 
and ponds, and t^veu lakes oi' goodly size, which liad 
been tbi'ined on the surl'ace by the nudtiug ice. In 
these the picturesque auisses were I'aitbluily reflected, 
aud over theiu vatjt Hocks ol" gulls, eid(:r-duck^i, 
pnllins, and other wild-towl oi' the north, disported 
themselves in garrulous felicity 

On the edge of the rocky preci[)ice, from which 
they had a bird's-eye view of the scene, our dis- 
coverers stood silent for some time, absorbed in 
contemplation, with feelings of mingled awe and 
wonder. Then exclamations of surprise and adndiu- 
tion bi'oke forth. 

''The wonderful works of God !" said the Captain, 
in a tone of profound reverence. 

" lieantiful, beyond belief!" murmured Alf. 

" r>ut it seems an effectual chiick to our advance," 
said the practical lico, who, lnjwever, was by no 
means insensible to the extreme beauty of the scene, 

"Not (iflectual, lad; not effectual," returned thu 
Captain, stretciiing out his hand and turning to tlie 
interpreter; "look, Anders, d'ye s(h^ nothing on the 
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horizon away to the nor*ard ? Isn't that a hit of 
water-yky over tln^re ?" 

" YiL," replied the interpreter, gazing inttsiitly, 
" there ])e watter-sky uver there. Ya. Jiut. not 
])t»ssehiil)ble for go there. Ice too bi,i^^ an* l)i'okkiH 

" Ask Chingatok wliat he thinks," retiirned the 
Captain. 

CIiiiii.;ato];'s opiiiio)i was IhuL the water-sky indi- 
cated llic open sea. Hti knew that sea well — had 
ul'ten paihlhul over it, and hi;^ own country lay in it. 

" 15ut liow ever did he cross that ice?" asked tlie 
Captain ; *' what says he to that, Anders ?" 

" I did not cross it," answered the Eskimo, tliroiigh 
Anders. " When I came here with my party the ice 
was not there ; it was far oflt' yonder/* 

!:[(* ])ointed to tlie eastward. ' 

'Must so/' n.'turned the Captain, with a satisfied 
nod, '' llial coiiflrnis my opinion. You see, boys, 
that tlie coast here trends oft' to the ftast'ard in a 
very decided manner. Kow, if that was only the 
sliore of a bay, and the land a^^ain ran off to the 
nor'ard, it w^oidd not be possible for such a sea 
of ice to have come from that direction. I there- 
fore conclude that we are standing on the most 
northern cape of Grec^nland; that Greenland itself 
is a huge island, unconnected with the I'olar lands ; 
that we are now on the shores of the great Polar 
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basin, in which, soincwherc not very far IVoin the 
Pole itself, lies the home of our i'lieiid Chiui^atok — 
fit least so T judge from what lie has Haiti. More- 
over, 1 1'eei sure tliat the water-sky wo sec over there 
iudieates tlie cornirieneement of iliat ' open sea ' which, 
T lto](], in common with many h^arned men, lies 
around the Korth Tole, and whieh 1 am deteriained 
to float upon before many days go hy" 

"We'd better spread our wings tlien, father, and 
be off at once/' said Benjy ; "for iL s (juite certain 
that well never manage to scrambki *iver thai ice- 
jumble with sledges." 

" Nevertheless, I will try, RftTJJy." 

" But how, uncle ?" asked iueo. 

"Ay, how ?" repeated Alf, " thut i.s the question.** 

'■ Come, come, Alf, let Shakespeare alone," said 
the pert Benjy, "if you whilst quote, confine your- 
self to Buzzby." 

"Nay, Benjy, be not so severe, ft was but a slip. 
Besides, our leader has not forbidden our carrying 
a whole library in oiir heads, so long as we tak(5 only 
one bf)ok in our pockets. But, uncle, you have not 
yet told us how yon intend to cross ihat amazing 
barrier which Benjy has appropriately styled an ice- 
jumble." 

" How, hoy ?" returned the Capl-ain, who had hep.n 
gazing (eagerly in all diretitions whih'. tliey talketi, 
"it is imjiossible for me to bay how. ^Ul that 1 can 
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speak of with certainty as iu uur iiiture movenients 
is, that tlie road by wJiicli we liave coiiie to tlie to]) 
of tliis cliff will lead us to tlio bottoin again, wJiero 
Toolooha is ]jn^])ariiii,f for us an (ixc.'Uont siippur of 
bear-stoaks and tt;a. (3ne sto]) at; a time, lads, is my 
motto; wlien that is taken "w^e shail see clein'ly liow 
and wliero to take the next." 

A sound sleep was the .step whieli tin? whole ])any 
took after tliat which led to tlie boar-steaks. Then 
Captain Vane arose, ordered the dogs to be harnessed 
to tlie sledges, and, layiiitr his course due north, 
steered straight out upon the sea of ancient ice. 
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CHAPTEH VTTT. 

I>TFnCrLTIi;.S am* DANtSlfiUH INCRKASK, ANT) TTl K rA^rA^S 
KXI'lH;NltS MIS VIK.WH. 

TiiK lirst ])nTt of tlif. jounicy over liio rugged ico 
was iu)i< so tiil'unill as liiid l)cuii anl.it'i];;ilecl, liL-caiiso 
tlioy found a number of o])nningK — narj'ow laiif^s, as 
it were — winding betweon tlie massciS, most of wliich 
were wide enough to permit of the passage oi" the 
sledges; and when the.y chanced to come on a gap 
that was too nan'ow, they easily widened it witli 
their liatcliets and ice-chisels. 

'J'liere was, howevcu", some danger connoclcd with 
this process, for some of tlie mighty l)lo(5ks of iee 
amongst which they moved were piled in sucli 
positioTifi that it ordy rtupiii'ed a few clif)]j])ings at 
their base to bring them d(t\vn in rnins on their heads. 
One instance of this kind sufVieod to warn them 
(effectually. 

Oa]>tain Vano's dog-sledge was leading the way 
al. tlu>. tim(\ Lcfi drove it, for by tJiat time tfie 
Eskimos had tanii^ht him liovv 1o use the short- 
hfitulli'd whip willi tlu-. lash full lifteen feet, long, 
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aiul LiiO w;iH an apt pupil in every athletic arnl 
inaiily ex(;rciso. Beside hirn sat the Captain, Alf, 
Benjy, and liutteriace- -tlie black visa^^e of tht^ latter 
Eihsolutidy Rliiiiin^r wiih (h^li^^ht at the novelty of the 
aitnatinii. P>e]iind came the sledj^e of Ciiiiii^alok, 
which, besides hein^ laden with bcar-rut^'s, sealskins, 
junk.s of meat, and a host of indescribable Eskimo 
implements, i-Lrried himself and tlie precious persons 
of Tooloolia and Tekkona. Next came the shidge of 
the hui^diter-lovingOolichuk, with the timid Obboria 
and another woman. I'hcn followed Ihe .sledges of 
Ivitchnk and Akeetolik, laden with the rest of the 
Kskimo women and goods, and last of all came Cap- 
tain Vane's two English-made sledges, heavily laden 
with the goods and provisions of the explorers. These 
latter sledges, although made in England, had been 
constructed on the princiide of tlic native sledge, 
namely, with the parts fastened by means of walrus- 
Hinew lashings instead of nails, which last would 
havi^ snapped like glass \n the winter frosts of the 
Polar regions, besides being incapable of standing 
the twistings and sluxiks of ice- travel. 

All the dogs being fresh, and tlie floor of the 
lanes not too rough, the strangely-assorted party 
trotted merrily along, causing the echoes among the 
gioat ice blocks, spires, and obelisks, to ring to the 
music of their chatting, and the (tracks of their 
powerful whips. Suddenly, a shout at the front 
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aiul an aLni]'!. ]jii1I u]), lirou^i^Iit tlie wliolo colunni 
to a liult. TIu.' t 'iip'jiiii'.s (lo^'s liful Ijj'ol^uii int.n a 
i^alloj). On luMnuii sud(lculy i-oiuul n spur oi' a 
i^];u-l[n' aliont. aw bii^ as St. raiil's (.'jiIilmIj-uI, liioy 
went swisli iiito a sliidlow pond wliich had beon 
i'tn-nied nu the ice. It was not (itnip, but tlioro was 
sLiflicicni. \v;it(jr in it to suiid a dolugu of spray ovur 
tlu3 tniveilei's. 

A bnrst of kuight(;r greeted the incident as they 
spi'ang off tlie sledge, and waded to the dry ice a few 
yards abend. 

"No damage done," exclaimed the Captain, as ho 
assisted the dogs to haul the sledge out of the water 

"No dainaf^^e!" repeated Benjy, with a rueful 
look, " wliy, ] 'm soaked from top to toe I" 

" Yes, you 've got the worst of it," said Leo, with 
a laugh ; " that comes of being forward, Benjy. 
You would insist on sitting in front." 

" Well, it is some comfort," retorted Benjy, 
squeezing the water from his garments, " that Alf 
is as wet as myself, for tliat gives us an opportunity 
of sympathising with each other. Eh, Alf? Does 
Buzzby offer no consolatory remarks for such an 
occasion as this ?" 

" O yes," replied Alf; "in his beautiful poem on 
Melancholy, sixtli canto, Huzzby says: — 

* Wlien troiililf?, like a curtain spread, 
ObscnrfjR the clouded Lruin, 
O 
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And worries on tlie weary ht-ad 

iJc'sr-entllike soaking rain - 
\AU. u}) th' umbrella of the lif;irt^ 

Stride JuanruUy along ; 
Duly deijrcsBiou's dn;;iry d:irli, 

And shout in gloelal song.'" 

"Come, All", clap on Lo iliis tow-rope, an' stop 
your nonsense," said Ciiptiiiii Viuie, who was nob iu 
a poetical frame of mind Just then. 

"Dat is nios' boosiful potry !" exclaimed Jkitter- 
face, with an immense display of eyes and teeth, as 
he lent a willing hand to hanl out the aledge. 
" Mos' boosiful. But he's rader a strong rem'dy, 
massa, don* you link ? Not bery easy to git up a 
gleefoo* shout when one's down in de mout\ bery 
bad, eh !" 

Alfs reply was checked by the necessity for 
remounting the sledge and resuming the journey. 
Tliose in rear avoided the poud by going round it. 

"The weather's warm, anyhow, and that's a 
comfort," remarked Benjy, as he settled down in his 
wet garments. " We can't freeze in sumnierj you 
know, and — " 

]Ie stopped abruptly, for it liecame apparent just 
then that the opening close ahead of them was too 
narrow for the sledge to pass. It was nan-owed by 
a buttress, or projection, of the cathedral -berg, which 
jutted up close to a vast obelisk of ice about forty 
feet high, if not higher. 
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" Nothing fur it, boys, ])ut to cut through/' said 
tlie Captiiiii, juiijpiii^ out, ami fjciziiifjjuri axe, as thu 
shuige wiiK JiLiiiined Ix-.lwoi'.n tlio iiinsses. Tlic dogs 
lay down to rcat and pant M'liilo tlie nion were at 
work. 

" It 's cut an come again in dem regin.'^," muttered 
the negro steward, also seizing an axe, and atiacking 
the base of the obelisk. 

A sudden cry oi" alarm from the whole party 
caused liini to desist and look up. He echoed the 
cry and spi-ang back swiilly> for the Imgt; mass of 
ice having been just on the balance, one slasli at its 
base had destroyed the equilibrium, and it was 
leaning slowly over witb a deep griuding sound. 
A moment later the motion was swift, and it fell 
with a terrible crash, bursting into a thousand 
fragments, scattering lumps and glittering morsels 
far and wide, and causing the whole ice-ficld to 
tremble. The concussion overturned several other 
masses, which had been in the same nicely-balanced 
condition, some near at hand, others out of sight, 
though within earshot, and, for a luoment, the 
travellers fidt as if the suriounding pack were 
disrupting everywhere and falling into utter ruin, 
but in a few seconds the sounds ceastjd, and again 
all was quiet. 

Fortunately, the o}?elisk which had been over- 
tinned fell towards the north - -away from the 
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party ; but altluniglL it tlius iian-owly missed crush- 
ing tliem all iu oiil^ icy tuiub, it blocked up their 
path so coinplololy tliat tlu? rcnuiiudev of that day 
had to be spent in cutting a p.'us.sage througli it. 

N^eud we siiy that, iiih'.r tliis, tlioy were careful 
how they uscul t.jieir axes and ice chisels? 

Soon after tlie occurrence of tliis incident, the 
labyrinths among the ice became more broken, 
toituous, and bewildering. At last they ceased 
altogetlier, and the travellers were compelled to take 
an almost straight (iourse riglit over ev(?rything, 
for blocks, masses, and drifts on a gigantic scale 
were heaved up in such dire confusion, tliat nothing 
having the faintest resemblance to a track or passage 
could be found. 

" It *s hard work, this," remarked the Captain to 
Leo one evening, seating himself on a niass of ice 
which he had just chopped from an obstruction, and 
wiping the p(;rspiration from Ids brow. 

"Hard, indeed," said Leo, sitting down beside 
him, "I fear it begins to tell iipon poor Bcnjy. 
You slumld really order him to rest more than he 
does, uncle." 

A grim smile of satisfaction played for a minute 
on the Captain's rugged face, as he glanced at his 
son, who, a short distance ahead, was hacking at the 
ice with a pick-axe, in company with Alf and 
Butteiface and the Eskimo men. 
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"It'll do liiiii good, lad," u:])lii;d the lIii|)taiTi. 
"irard work is just, what my r.fiijv iicrds. Jle'K 
not, very yLout, to ))e sure, hut then.; is iiolhiun wrcmi^ 
witli his conwtitutlou, and he 'a ^ul plenty of" spirit." 

This was indeed truc3, i^eiijy had tuo much 
spirit \^oY Ills somewluit slender frame, hut his 
father, heing ahorculeuii man, did nottiiiit^'. ])or(;eive 
that what was good i'or hini.seli' might he too nuuih 
fur his son. Captain Vane was, lu)wever, the re- 
verse of a harsh man. He punthuvd what Leo 
had said, and soon afterwards went up to Jiis son. 

" Beujy, my huh'' 

"Yes, father," said the boy, d]'0[)])ing the head of 
his piok-axe on tlie ice, resting his himds on the 
haft, and hiokiiu^ up witli a fliislied eoimtenam-.e. 

'' You shoulil rest a hit now and then, Benjy. 
You'll knock yourself up if you don't." 

"llest a hit, lather ! Why, I 've Ju>^t luul a rest, 
and I'm not tired -that is, not v(;ry. Ain't it fun, 
father? AtuI the ice cuts up so easily, and flies 
about so si)lendidly — sec here." 

With Hashing e-ycs our little hero raised liis ]jiek 
and drove it into the ice, at which he had been 
working, with all his force, so tliat a great rent was 
made, and a mass the size of a drr^ssing-table sprang 
from the side of a ht;rg, and, hdliiig down, Innst into 
a shower of sparkhng gems. Ihit this was not all. 
To l»cnjy*R intense delight, a mass of many Inns in 
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weight was looaeiietl by iha fall of the smaller lump, 
ami rolled down with a thunderous roar, c-ausing 
Butttirfacc, wlio was too uoar it, to jump out of the 
way with an amount of aL;ili.ty that threw the wliole 
[)art"y into fits of lau^rliter. 

'' What d'ye tliink o' tliat, father?" 

" I think it 's somewhat dangerous," answered 
tlui Ca])tain, nu;ovovin(^ Jiis (gravity and re-slioulder- 
ing his axe. " However, as long as ytui enjoy the 
work, it can*t Inirt you, so ^o ahead, my boy; it Ml 
be a long time lieforc you cut away too mucli o' the 
Polar ice!" 

Keaching a sliglitly open space beyond this points 
the dogs were harnessed, and the l>arty advanced 
for a mile or so, when they came to another obstruc- 
ticm worse than that wliicli they had previously 
passed. 

"There's a deal of ice-rubbish in these regions," 
renuu'ked l>enjy, eyeing the wildly heaped masses 
with a grave face, and heaving a deep sigh. 

''Yes, Massa l^'njy, bery too mucli alLogidder/' 
said Butterface, echoing the sigh. 

''Come, we won*t cut tlirough tliis," cried Captain 
Vane in a cheery voice ; " we '11 try to go over it. 
There is a considerable drifb of old snow that seems 
to offer a sort of track. What says Chingatok ?" 

The easy-going Eskimo said that it would be as 
well to go over it as through it, perhaps better ! 
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So, over it they wenl, but they soon began to 
wish they liad tried any other plan, for the stiow- 
tmck qinc.kly ('.lune to an end, and thou the difficulty 
of passinj^ oven the empty slod^es from one ice mass 
to anotlier was very great, while the process of 
carrying forward the goods on the KhouhU^j'fi of the 
men was exceedingly hiborious. The poor dogs, too, 
were constantly falling between masses, and dra,gging 
each other down, so that they gave more trouble at 
last than they were worth. 

In all these trying circumstances, the Eskimo 
women were almost as useful as the men. Indeed 
they would have been quite as useful if they had 
been as strong, and they bore the fatigues and trials 
of the journey with the placid good humour, and 
apparent, if not real, humility of their race. 

At last, one afternoon, our discoverers came 
suddenly to the edge of this great barrier of ancient 
ice, and beheld, from an elevated plateau to which 
they had climbed, a scene which \vas calculated to 
rouse in their lireasts feelings at once of admiration 
and despair, for there, strct(;hing away below them 
for several miles, lay a sea nf comparatively level 
ice, and beyond it a chuin of stupendous glaciers, 
which presented an a])parently impassa])le barrier — - 
a luige continuous wall of ice that seemed to risa 
into the very sky. 

This chain bore all the evidenceii of being very 
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old ice — coinpiired to which that of the so-called 
"ancient sea" was absolutely juvenile. On the 
ice-plain, which was apparently illimitable to tlie 
right and left, were hiuidreds of pools of water in 
which the iceber^^s, the golden cloiuis, tlie snn, and 
the blue sky were reflected, and on tlio surface of 
whicli myriads of Arctic wild-Ibwl were sporting 
about, making the air vocal with tlieir plaintive 
cries, and rufUing tlie glassy surfaces of the lakes 
with tliuir dipping wings. Tiie heads of seals were 
also observed here and there. 

" These will stop us at last," said Alf, pointing to 
the bergs with a profound sigh. 

"No, they won't," remarked the Captain quietly. 
" Nothing will stop us !" 

"That's true, anyhow, uncle," returned Alf; "ibr 
if it be, as Chingatok thinks, that we are in search 
of nothing, of course when we find nothing, notliing 
will stop ns!" 

"Why, Alf," said Leo, "I wonder that you, who 
are usually in an enthusiastic and poetical fr;nne of 
mind, should be dcprcs;sed by distant diiHiculties, 
instead of admiring sucli a splendid sight of birds 
and beasts enjoying themselves in what 1. nuiy style 
an Arctic heaven. You should takci example by 
Jjenjy.** 

That youth did nideed afford a briglU- example 
of rapt enthusiasm just then, for, siaiuling a iiltie 
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apart by liimstilf; he gazed at tJie scene with fluslied 
face, open mouth, and glittering eyes, in spccchlcBS 
dcliglit. 

"Ask Cliingatok if he ever saw this range liefore," 
Kaid the (Jajjiaiji to Anders, on recovering from his 
lirst i'etding of surjirise. 

No, Cliingatok had never seen it, except, indeed, 
the tops of tiie hergs — at sea, in the far distance — 
but he had often heard of it from some of hia 
countrymen, wlio, like himself, were fond of ex})lor- 
ing. But that sea of ice was not tliere, lie said, 
whan he had ]>assed on his journey southward. It 
had drifted there, since tliat time, from t]ie great sea. 

"Ah! the great sea tliat he speaks of is just 
what we must liiid and cross over," muttered tlie 
Uaptain to himself. 

"But how are we to cross over it, uncle?" asked 
Leo. 

The Ga]>tain repliofl with one of his quiet glances. 
IJis i'ollowers had ioiig become accnstomed to this 
silent juethod of declining to re])Iy, and forbore to 
]>ress tlie siihjec.t. 

" Come now, boys, get ready to descend to tlie 
])lain. \V(.i*Il have to do it witli caution.'' 

There was, indeed, ground for caution. We liave 
said tliat iho.y liad eJimbed to an (ilevated plateau 
on one of the siriaU lun-gs which formed the outside 
margin of thci rugged ice. The side of this berg 
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was a steep slope of liai-d anow, so steep that they 
thought it Tin wise to iiMeinpt the descent by what 
in Switzerland is termed glissading. 

"We'll have to zis.,^-zti.g down, I tliiuk," continued 
the Oaptain, selLlin^ iiiin.-^c.ir on his sledge ; but the 
Captain's d(»gs thoiiLjht otlierwise. Tinder a sudden 
impulse of rof^kless iVee-will, the whole team^ giving 
vent to a liowl of niinuded glee and fear, dashed 
down the slope at full gallop. 01' course they wore 
overtaken in a lew seconds by tlie sledge, which 
not only ran into them, but sent them sprawling on 
their backs right and left. Then it met a slight 
obstruction, and itself upset, sending Captain Vane 
and his companions, with its other contents, into 
the midst of the struggling dogs. With moment- 
arily increasing speed this avalanelie of mixed dead 
and living matter went sliding, hurtling, swinging, 
BhoulLTig, st.rnggljng, and yelling to the bottom. 
l<\)rtanately, theie was no obstruction there, else 
had destruction been inevitable. The slope merged 
gradually into the level plain, over which the 
avalanche swept for a considerable distance before 
the momentum of their fliglit was expended. 

When lit length they sto])])cd, and (hsentangled 
themselves from the knot into which the traces had 
tied them, it was Cound that no one was materially 
hurt. Looking u]) at the height down wliich they 
had come, they bplield the l^lskiinoa standing at the 
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top witli outsti'L'.tclieil iiiMiiH ill the attitude of inexi 
who glare in spLM.'cljIcs^^ liovror. Hut tlieso. did jiot 
stand tlms ]on;.,^ l)(\sf.t;7)din_Lj l)y a more circuitous 
vouto, tlicy soon rcjoinod tlic (Japtain's party, uud 
tliLiTi, as tlio Tii^ht was i';i.r advanced, tliey encamped 
tui Uiu od^L;('- of tlic if.('.-y)laiii, on a part tluit was 
batlicd in the hennis o(" tlic evur-circJiiig vsun. 

That night at supper Cajjtain Vaiie was unusually 
tiiou<:;]itful and Kilcnt. 

" You're not losing,' lieart, arc yon, uncki ?" asked 
J.eo, during a pause. 

''.No, lad, certainly not," replied the Ca])1aiTi, 
dreamily. 

"You've not been })UTnped very badly in tlie 
tumble, father, liavc you?" asked Benjy with an 
anxious look. 

"Eunipod? no; wliat mfikes yon think so?" 

" Because you 're gazing at 'J ooloolia'.s lamp as if 
you saw a ghost in it." 

" Well, perliaps J do see a gliost there," returned 
the Captain with an effort to rouwe his attention 
to things goinj:^ on aiound })iTn. " I S(>.e the ^Iiost 
of tilings to come. L ana looking through Too- 
looha's lamp into futuriiy." 

** And what dotvs futurity look like?" asked A If. 
" bright or dark?" 

"Rlaek— black as mc," muttered Buttcrface, as 
he Hpproiiehed and hud fresh viands before the party. 
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It ouglit to be told that Butterface had suffered 
rather severely in the recent glissade on the auow- 
slope, which will account for tlie gloomy view he 
took of the i'uture at that time. 

** Listen," said the Captain, with a look of sudden 
earnestness; ''as it is hii^^hly probable that a day 
or two more will decide tliu (jut^stioji oH our success 
or failurii, 1 think it riglit to rev(sU to you more 
fully ]uy tlioughty, my plans, and the prospects that 
lie before us. You all know very well that tluvre 
is much dilfercnce of opinion about the condition of 
tlie sea around the NtnM.li Pole. Some think it 
must be cumbered witli eternal ice, others tliat it is 
conii)aratively free from ice, and that it enjoys a 
somewliat milder climate than those parts of tlie 
Arctic regions witli which we have hitherto been 
doing battle. I hold entirely with the lattt^r vitiw 
— witli those wh(i believe in an open l'(jlar basin. 
I won't weary you Avith the grounds of my belief in 
detail, but here are a few of my reasons — 

" It is an admitted fact that there is ctmstant 
circTilation of the water in the ocean. That wise 
and painstaking philosopher, Manry, of the U.S 
navy, lias proved to my mind tliat this grand 
circulation i»f the sna-water round tlie world is the 
cause of all the oceanic streams, hot and cold, with 
wliicjh we hav(i bemi so long acfpiainled 

"This circulation is a necessity as well as a facL. 
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At tliti Ecxuatc t.lic» watur is extremely warm and 
salt, bt^sidt^s liinc liultiu, in eoii>^t;quoin;.(.i uT cxtuijssivt^ 
eva]jui'Li.l.ioii. Al tlui Voles it is uxtromt^ly cold luid 
ircjsli. Mixing- is thei'ei'oro a necessity. Tlie hot 
snlt-watcrs ol" tlu-^ Kquator ilow to tlio Poles to get 
IVeshcnied and cnoled. Tlioso of tlie Poles ilow to 
the Equator to get salted, limed, and warmed. 
They do this (continuously in two grand currents, 
north and south, all round the world. But the land 
conies ill as a disturbing element; it div(^rtH the 
water into streams variously motliiied in force and 
direction, and the streams also change places vari- 
ously, sometimes the hot currents travelling north 
as under- currents with the cold currents above, 
sometimes the reverse. One branch of the current 
comes from the Equator round the Cape of Good 
Hope, turns up the west coast of Africa, and is 
deflected into the Gulf of Mexico, round which it 
sweeps, and then shoots across the Atlantic to 
England and Norway. It is known as our Gulf 
Stream. 

'*Now, tlie ecpiatorial warm and salt current 
enters Ban\n*s I'ay as a submarine current, while 
the cold aTid comparatively fresh waters of the 
Polar regions descend as a surface current, bearing 
the great ice-ilelds of the Arctic seas to the south- 
ward. One thing that goes far to prove this, is the 
fact that *\ie enormous icebergs thrown oif from the 
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uortheni glac-.iejvs liave been frucjuently siceu by 
navigators tnivellin^L^ iH^rlliwarJ, riglit againd the 
current llowiug south. 1'ht'se iiuge ic(^~iuountuiiis, 
lloatiug as they do Mitli suveu or eight parts of 
their linlk lieiieath tlie suiiace, are caru'ed thus 
forcibly up stream by tin: uuder-curreJit until their 
bases ai'e wuvn ofl' by the Avann waters below, thus 
allowing the up})er eurrent to gain the mastery, and 
Imrry them south again to their final dissolution in 
the Atlantic. 

"Now, lads," continued the Ca])tain, with the air 
of a man who pro]K)unds a sell'-evideut proposition 
"is it not clear that if the warm waters of tlie south 
flow into the Polar basin as an under current, thoy 
must come up somewlisre, to take the place of the 
cold waters that are for ever fi(jwing away from the 
Pole to the Equator? f'an anytliing be clearer tlian 
that -except the nose on Benjy's face ? W(;ll then, 
that being so, the waters round the Pole Tiiust be 
comparatively warm waters, and also, comparatively, 
free from ice, so that if we could <udy manage to 
cross this ice-barrier and get into tliem, we nzight 
sail right away to the North ]\jle." 

"But, lather," said Benjy, "since you have taken 
the liberty to trifle with my nose, I feel entitled to 
remark that we can't sail in waters, either hot or 
cold, wdthout a shijx" 

" That 's true, boy,'* rejoined the Captain. " How- 
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ever/' he added, wii.ii a lialt' luntiovous curl of 
his hlack moustache, "you know I'lii not i^iven 
to stick at trifles. Time Avill tihow. Meanwhile 
1 uui Hlrongly of opinion thai tliis ia the last ice- 
barrier we ahall meet witli on onr way to tlie Pole." 

" Is there not some Iradititjji of a mild climate in 
the furthest nortli antoni^- tin-; JOskimuyr' asked Alt'. 

" Of coui'se there is. IL has lon^i^ heen known that 
the Greenland Eskimos have a tradition of an island 
in an iceless sea, lying away in tlic fai- north, where 
tliere an*, miuiy musk oxen, and, from wliat T liave 
been told hy our frimid Chinualok, T am disposed 
to think that he and his kindred inhabit tliis island, 
or group of islands, in the Polar basin — not far, 
pcrliapS; from the l*ole itself. He says there are 
musk oxen there. But tliere is anotlicr creatvire, 
and a much bigger one than any Eskimo, bigger 
even tlian f'hingatok, wlui bears his testimony to 
an open Polar sea, nainely, the CrtHndand wliale. 
It has been ascertained tliat tlie ' riuht' wliale does 
not, and cannot, enter the! tropical regions of the 
Dcean. Tliey are to him as a tsea i^i' fire, a wall 
of adamant, so that it is imposible for him to swim 
soutli, double Cnpe HorUj and proceed to the North 
L^acific; yet the very same kind of whale found in 
Baffin's Bay is ibund at Bchring Straits. Now, the 
question is, liow did he got there ?" 

"Was born there, no doubt," answered Benjy 
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"and liad no occasion to make sucli a long voy- 
age r 

"Ah! iny boy, Init we liavo the strongest 
evidence that lie was 'not horn tliere, fui' ytui niiist 
know tliat some wlialrrs h;i.ve a liabit of ;i];i.i-kii]t' 

o 

tlieir harpoons with dat;t^ and n;une of sjiip ; and as 
we have been told by tliat good and tiiie man 
J)r. Scoresby, there have been several instances 
where whales have been captured near J^ohring 
Straits with harpoons iu tliem bearing tln^ stamp of 
ships tliat were known to cruise on the Baffin's Utiy 
side of America. IVlorcover, in one or two instances 
a very short time had elapsed betweeii the date of 
harpooning on the Atlantic and capturing on the 
Pacific side. These facts jn'ove, at all events, a 
'North-west Passage* for whales, and, as whales 
cannot travel far under ice without breathing, they 
also tend to prove an open Polar sea. 

"Another argument in favour of this basin is the 
migration of birds to the northward at certain 
seasons. Birds do not migrate to frozen regions, 
and such migrations nortliward have been oliserved 
by those who, like ourselveSj have reached the 
liigliest latitudes. 

" Captain Narcs of the Alert, in May 187G, when 
only a little to the southward of this, saw ptarmigan 
flying in pairs to the north-west, seeking for bettiT 
feeding-grounds. Ducks and geese also passed north- 
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(vard early in June, iudicaling pluijily the c>:istence 
of suitable feeding grounds in thu uufliRcovcrcd and 
mysterious Nurtli. 

"We have now passed beyond tlic point reached 
by Cay.)tain Nares. My hist ob.servaLion phieed us 
in parallel S4" -lo', the liighest. that has yet been 
reached hy civilised man." 

"The hif^host, uncle?" interrupted Leo. 

"Yes — the hit^diest. Scoresby reached 81" 50' in 
1806. Tarry 82" 45' in 1827— with sledges. That 
unfortunate and heroic Anuu'iean, (Japtain Hall, ran 
his vessel, the Polariji^ in the shortest space of time 
on record, up to latitude 82° 16'. Captain Nares 
rebelled a Inglu^r latitude than had })reviously been 
allainedby ships, and Captain Markhani, of Cajjtain 
Nares' expedition, travelled over this very 'sea of 
ancient ice' with sledges tn latitude 83° 20' 20"— 
about 400 miles from the Pole, and the higlicst yet 
reached, as 1 have said. So, you see, we have beaten 
them all ! Moreover, 1 strongly incline to the belief 
that Ihc open i*olar Sea lies just beyond that range 
of h.ufj;o icebergs which we see bei'ore us." 

The Captain rose as he spoke, and pointed to the 
.gigantic chain, behind one of which the sun was just 
about to dip, causing its jagged x)eak3 to glow us 
with intense fire. 

" Ihil how are we ever to ]jass that barrier, uncle ?" 
asked Alf, who was by nature tlie least sanguine of 

13 
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the party in regard to overcoming difiiculties of a 
geographical nature, although by far the most enthu- 
siastic in the effort to acquire knowledge. 

" You shall see, to-morrow," answered tlie Captain; 
"at present we nuist turn in and rest. iSoe, the 
Eskimos have already set us the exajuple*" 
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CIIArTKPt TX. 

THE CArTAirr makt!; a stui'knijou.s ki-poht. DisArrniNTMKNTa 

AND DISCOVKIUKS. 

Next morning the ice-plain Avas crossed fit a 
swinging gallop. Indeed, the dog.s were so fresh 
and frisky after a good rest and a liearty meal that 
they ran away more than once, and it became a 
matter of extreme difficulty to check tli(3m. At last 
the great cliain was reaciuMl, :md the p;irty came to 
an abrii])t lialt at the base of oru; of the largest of tlie 
bergs. Ca].)lain Vane gazed up at it as i^apolt'on the 
r'irst may be supi)nse(l to liavc gazed at the .Alps he 
had resolv(?d to scal(; and cross. 

The resombliiiicu to alpine scent;ry was not con- 
iiiicd to nuue ForuL — such as towering ]')eaks ajid 
niighty ])rc:ci|)iciis- -Ibr tliere were hikt'liiis ii.nd ])on(ls 
liere and there up among tlie crysial lifiLjliis, from 
which rivnh^ts Iriekhul, st.i'ftams brawled^ and cata- 
racts tlnnulerrd. 

It Wii.s evident, however, 1h:ii the old giant that 
frowned on tht^ni was vei'ging tinvards dissolution. 
for he wa:; liojiey-combed in all directions. 
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" Tirip(;ssible to scale that/' said Alf, with i\ 
solemn look. 

Even Leo's san^^uinti toTuperaTneiit was dashed for 
a inoineTit. *' We dare not alteiapt to cut through 
it/' he said, "for massew are rallin;:^^ aljont hero, and 
there in a very (hiufirovmis I'asirnjii/' 

As he f=!poke, a tall spire was isecti to slip froin its 
position, to])])lo over, and j^'o crasliing down into a 
dark blue t,'ulf of ice below it. 

"No chance ol" success now;/' said Ben laniiu Vane, 
gloomily. 

" None wo^somediver," iTiuttcred Ji^utterface, his 
broad black visa.ijje absolutely crlonj^atcd by sympa- 
thetic despair. For, you must know, as far as his 
own feelings were concerned, sympatliy alone in- 
fluenced him. l^nrsonally, he was supremely in- 
different about renehirif^ the North Pole In fact ho 
did nt)t believe in it at all, and miuh.^ no scruples of 
saying so, when asked, but lie seldom voluiiteeied his 
o])ini.ou, being an extremely modest and ^lolitt; num. 

Dui'jng these des])nndi!iu remarks Captain Vane 
did not seem to lie mneh de])r(.>ss('d. 

" A.nders," he said, turning aljni]>tly to tlu^. inter- 
])reter, "ask (Jhingaidk wluit he thinks Can we 
pass this barrier, and, if not, what would lie advise 
us to do?*' 

It was observed lluit the. otluu* F.skimos drew nejir 
with anxious looks to hoar the. oi)iniou of llw/u cliief 
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Tooloolia and Tekk(.)ji:i, liowuvcr, seemed quite 
devoid of auxioty. Tlji-y ovideiitly liad perfect con- 
fidence in tliu iJ;iant, and pour littlu Oblooria glanced 
up in the lace of liur friend as if to gather conf^ulation 
from her luoks. 

Chingatuk, alter a sliort pause, said: - 
"Thti ice-nionntaiiiH cannot he passed. The 
white men have not wings ; they cannot fly. They 
must return to land, and travel for many days to 
the open water near the far-off land — there." 
He pointed direct to tlie norUiward. 
Oaptaiu Vane made no reply. He merely turned 
and gave orders that the lasliings of one of the 
large sledges which conveyed the baggage shoidd 
be cast loose. Selecting a box from this, he opened 
it, and tooJc therefrom a small instrument made 
partly of brass, partly of ghiss, and partly of wood. 

" You have often wondered, Benjy," he said, 
" what I meant to do with this electrical machine. 
You shall soon see. Help me to arrange it, boy, 
and do you, Leo, uncoil part of tljis co]iper wlie. 
Here, AM) curvy tliis little box to the foot of the berg, 
and lay it in front of yon blue cavern." 

" Wliicli ? Tliat one close to the waterfall or ' 

" No, the big cavern, just under the most solid 
part of the berg — the one that seems to grow bluer 
and bluer until it becomes qnite black in its lieart. 
And have a care, Alf Tlie bo.\ you carry is danger- 
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ous. J)ou't lot it i'ali. Liiy it down gently, and 
couk; baok at ouco. Aiidui's," lie ;uIi.1(m1. tuniing 
roiiiiil, " Ic.t all tlio i>eo])lti go back with dogs and 
sludgijs fni- a (piarter of a mile." 

'.riujj't:: was so iiju. tiling so |)o]viii|.)toiy and abrupt 
in their header's nuuinoT that no one tliouglit of 
asking him a {|aestLon, though all were filled with 
surprise and euriosity as to what he meant to 
do. 

" Come liore, Leo," he said, after his orders had 
been obeyed. "Hold this coil, and pay it out as I 
walk to the herg with the end in luy hand." 

The coil was one of extremely fine copper wire. 
Leo let it run as the Captain walked oiL A minute 
or two later he was seen to enter the dark blue 
eavern and disappear. 

"My dear dad is reckless/' exclaimed l^onjy, in 
sonic anxiety, '' wliat if the roof o' tliat cave should 
fall in. There are. bits of ice dropping about every- 
wbert;. What cmt lu; be going to do V 

As he spoke, the Captain issued from the cave, 
and walked smartly unvai'ds tliem. 

" 1^0 w then, it *s all right," he said, " give me the 
coil, Leo, and come back, all of you. Fetch the 
machine, Alf" 

In a few minutes the whole party had letircd a 
considerable distance from the huge berg, tlui Gaptaic 
uncoiling the wire as he went. 
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" Surely you 'lo not going to try to blow it ii]i 
pitUimiioalV" saiil Leo. 

" N"o, lad, T 'ill not }i;oiii,if to do tluit, or anytliiiig ao 
slow" rotiinicd tlio OiipUiiii, stopping uTid arranging 
tlio inHlninicnt. 

*' lUit ii" tlie box contains gunpowder," persisted 
Leo, *' tkcie's not enough to *' 

" It contains dynamite/' said the Captain, affix- 
ing the coil to the macliine, and giving it a sharp 
turn. 

If a volcano had suddenly o])ennd lire under the 
iceberg the niYv.cX could not have been more tremen- 
dous. Thunder itself is not more deep than was 
the crash which reverberated among the ice-cliffs. 
Smoke bui'st in a huge volume from the heart of the 
berg. Masses, fragments, domes, and pinnacles were 
liurled into the air, and fell back to mingle with 
the blue precipices that tumbled, slid, or plunged 
in horrible couiusion. Only a portioTi, indeed, of 
the mighty mass had been actually disrupted, but 
the shock to tin', surrounding ice was so shattering 
that the entire borg subsided. 

*' Stu- pendens 1" exclaimed Alf, with a look of 
awe-stri(iken wonder. 

Be n j y , alter vc nt i ng his feel in gs in a sh ri ek 
of joyful surprise, seemed to be struck dumb. 
Anders and Thitt(4'fh(;o stood still, — speechless- 
Ab for the Eskimos, they turned with ojie hideoue 
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yell, and fled from the s])ot like mauiaca — except- 
ing Clnnf,^atok, who, althougli startled, stood his 
ground in an attitude expressive ol' superlative 
surprise. 

" So, — it has not disappoijited me/' remarked 
tliti Captain, wJien tlie Jiideous (h'n liad ceased, 
" dynamite is indtjud a ].)owerrul a^^^ent when pro- 
peily a,p]iJi('d : injnieasuj-ably more effective tlian 
powder." 

"But it seems to me," said Leo, bet^innin^^ to 
recover liimseli", "that althougli you Jiave lumight 
the berg down you have not rendered it much more 
passable." 

"That's true, lad," answered tiie Captain with 
a somewhat rueful expression. "Jt does seem a 
lumpy sort of lieap after all ; hut tliere may be 
found some practicable bits when we examine it 
more closely. Come, W(i'll go sec." 

(.)n closer inspection it was ibund that the ruined 
berg still presented an absolutely insurmountable 
obstacle to the explorers, who, being iinally com- 
})elled to admit that even dynamite had failed, left 
the place hi search of a natural opening. 

'JVavelliug along the chain for a considerable time, 
in the hope of succeeding, they came at last to a 
succession of conipaiatividy level iloes, which con- 
ducted them to the extreme nortliurn end of the 
chain, and there tJiey ibund that the iloos continued 
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onwards iu a.u uubi'ukcii ])laiii. io wbiit aijpoinr.d tu 
i»t; Uiu open sea. 

" TliLit is a wuU;i-Hliy, IVtr r.ovliiin," lixcliiiimid 
Captain Vaiu;, oayurly, uii tljt; ovuninj^ when this 
discovery was madf. " 'i'!u? opeTi otujan cannot now 
l.u i'ar oir." 

"There's a very dark, clond there, I'atho.r," said 
Eenjy, who, aa we have before said, posricsscd the 
keenest sight of the party. 

"A cloud, boy ! where? Ihn — Yes, T see some- 
thing—" 

" It is land," said Chini^atok, in a low voice. 

"Land!" exclaimed the Captain, *' are you 
sure r 

" Yes, I know it well. 1 passed it on my journey 
here. W(i left our canoes and oomiaks there, and 
took to sledges Ixicause the iloes were unbroken. 
But these ice-mountains were ntit luu'e at that lime. 
They have come down since we passed from the 
great sea." 

" There !" said the Ca})t.ainj t.urniiif.^ to Leo with a 
look of trinmpli, "lui still speaks of tlm ^reat sea! 
If these bergs came from it, we must liave reached 
it, lad." 

" But the hmd puzzles me/' naidLeo. " Can it be 
part of Greenland?" 

" Scarcely, i'or Greciiihind lii's tar to the east'ard, 
and the latest discoveries made on the north of 
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that land sliow that tlie coast tunia still more 
decidedly east — teiulin^i; to the conclusion that 
Greenland is an i.shuul. This land, thereforej iniist 
be entirely uew land— an ishunl — a continent 
pci'ha.i>s." 

"lUit it may be a cajuj, father," iiitcirpcsed Bonjy. 
" You know that capes liave a queer way of* sticking 
out suddenly from land, just as men's noses sti<;k 
out from their faces." 

"True, Benjy, true, but yoiir simile is not perfect, 
for men's noses don't always stick out from tlieir 
faces — witness the nose of RutterfacCj which, you 
know, is well aft of his lips and chin. However, 
this may ha Greenland's nose — who knows? We 
shall go and find out ere long. Come, use your 
whip, Leo. Ho ! Chingatok, tell your hairy kinsmen 
to clap on all sail and make for the land." 

'Mlold on, uncle!" cried Alf, "1 think I see a 
splendid specimen of — " 

The crack of Leo's whip, and the yelping of the 
team, drowned tlie rest of the sentcn(;e, and Alf was 
whirled away from his splendid specimen (whatever 
it was) for ever ! 

'' It is a piece of great good fortune/' said the 
Captain, as they swept along over the hard and 
level snow, "that the Eskimos have left their boats 
on this land, for now I shall have two strings to my 
bow." 
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"Whut is Uu; utlicr ytriiig ?" askdd Leilas lio 
fidiniiiisti'n/d u ilii) lo Llu.^ fliiiik tjf a l:i/y ilo^f. 

"All! lljat rcuiaiiis to bo scemi, 1a<l," replicil the 
Oupt.aiii, 

"Why, what a tyrant you are, uncle!" exclaimed 
All', who hail recovered from liis di-siqipoiutment 
about the Rijlciidid specimen. " You won't tell us 
anything, almost. Who ever before heard of the 
men of an expedition to tlie North Pole being kept 
in ignorance of the means by which they were to 
get there?" 

The Captain's reply was only a twinkle of the 
eye. 

" leather wants to fill you with bliss, Alf," said 
Eenjy, " according to your own notions of that sort 
of thing." 

" What do you mean, Ben ?" 

" Why, have we not all heard you ol'ten quote the 
-words : — 'Where ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly to be 
wise/" 

" H(\ir, hear ! That *s it, T'Cniy," said the Captain, 
witli a nod and a ah(jrt laugh, while his son assumed 
the si tislied gravity of look appropriate to one who 
has made a hit ; " I won't decrease his bliss by re- 
moving his ignorance yet awhile." 

" llaint l.>uzzhy got nullhi' to say on that 'ere 
pint?" whispored Eutterface to Benjy, who sat just 
in front of liim. 
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" All ! to be sure. 1 say, All'," Kaiil Uie hoy witli 
ail earnest look, "liasii't your i'avouriU; aiitliur got 
sometliirig to say about tlio bJiss of igiioi'amu^ ? I. 'lu 
almof^t sure 1 licard you luut.LoJ'iii'^' soniotliiii^Lr in 
your dreams on tlial sul)J(H;t tlie ()tbi;r day." 

" Of course he lias, lie has? a loii^' poem on Uiat 
subject. Here is a bit of if:." 

Air, whose memory was good, immediaU-ly re- 
cited the following : — 

"TIdw sweet is igiior.inw ! How sootliiiig to the mind, 
To Beartih for trcriHiin^s in the hra-iri, ami nothing ihid ! 
OonsiilfT. Whiai the memory is richly stored, 
How apt the victim of redundaut knowledge to be bored ! 
When N^othiug iWia the ehambers of the heart and brain, 
Tlien negative enjoyment comes witli pleasurea in her train ! 
Descending on the clods of sense like suuizner rain. 

" Knowledge, 'tis said, gives power, and so it ofttJKi does ; 
Knowledge makes sorrow, too, around our pillows buzz. 
In debt T am, with little cash ; T know it — and am sad. 
Of course;, if 1 witc. ignorant of this — how glad ! 
A loving fricjid, whom once 1 knt-w in glowing hoalLh, 
Has broken down, and also, somehow, lost his wealth. 
How sad the knowledge makes me ! Better far 
In ignorance to live, than hear of tilings that jar, 
And think of tilings that are n*>t, — not of tliingn th;it ara. 

"' //* ignora'K!^ is blisH,' tin; poet saith — why ' if*? 
Why doubt a fact so clearly proven, stnbborn, stilF? 
'riie heavy tariffs and burdens of the world around, 
Tlie hideous tyranny by whicli inaukind is ground, 
The earthquake, tempest, rush of war, and wail of woe. 
Are all as thou<:;h they were not — if 1 do not know! 
Wrapped in my robe of ignorance, Mdjat can 1 miss? 
Am 1 not saved from all^ — and more than all — of this ? 
Do I not revel in a r^g.il realm of bliss?" 
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**.i^ravo! Buzzhy," critid the Captain, *'bixt, I say, 
Alt', don't it youiu to Hiuuck latlior too lauch of 
scliisliiioss?" 

'' Of course it (Iocs, uncle. 1 do not tln'nk BuzzLy 
always soiiinl in ]">i'iiu:i])lo, and, like niiiny poets, Lc 
is sonictLiiics cunfubcd in liis lo^ic." 

"You're right, I'enjy, the land is clear enough 
now,*' remarked the Captain, whose ijitercst in 
Ihizzby was not profound, and whose feeliuj^'s to- 
wards ltj^i;ic lirirdeuid on tlie contomi)tuou.s, as is 
often the easci with hall' educat.eii men, aiul, strange 
to say, son\etinies witli hi^^lily educated nieu, as well 
as with the totally ignorant — so true is it that ex- 
tremes meet ! 

In tlie course of a couple of hours the sledges 
drew near to the island, which ]jroved to he a large 
but comparatively low one, rising not more than a 
huuihed feet in any ]iavt. It was barren and rjigged, 
witli patclu'.s of rein-deer moss growing in some 
parls, a.nd dwarf willows in others. Myriads of 
sea-birds made it Ihoii" hoino, and these received the 
invaders witli clamorous cries, a.s if lh(\y knew that 
white men wcrt^. a, dangerous novelty, and objected 
to the innovation, 

T)es]nte their ren>nnstrauce.s, the party landed, and 
the lOskintos hurried ovei' ihi.^. roeks to that part of 
tbe r^land whevc^ Ihey lia.d h'.d their kayaks and 
women's boats in cdiarge oi" a party oi' natives who 
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were resident on the island at the time they passed, 
and from whom they had borrowed the dogs and 
Medges with which they had travelled south. 

Meanwhile tlie white men took to rairibling; Leo 
tf» shoot wild-fowl for supper, Alf to search for 
'^ spcciniens/' and Benjy to scrainble aTuong the 
rocks in search of anythiiij^ that niij^lit "turn up." 
l^uttcrfaee assisted the Litter in his 'jxplorations. 
While the rest were thus engaged, the Captain 
exteinporised a flag staff out of two spears lashed 
together with a small block at the lop fur tlie pur- 
pose of running up a flag, and formally taking pos- 
session of the island when they should re-assemble. 
This done, he wrote a brief outline of his recent 
doings, which he inserted in a ginger-beer bottle 
brought for that very purpose. Tlicu he assisted 
Aiulers in making the encampment and preparing 
sup]) or. 

The two were yet in the midst of the latter 
op(;ration when a shont was heard in the distance. 
Looking in the direction wlience it came they saw 
Oliingatuk striding over tlm rocks towartls tlunn 
with unusual haste. TTe was followed by tlie o1 her 
lirikimos, wlio came forward gesticulating violently. 

" My countrymen have left the i.shnul," said 
Chingatok w^:en lie came up. 

" And taken tlie kayjiks with t]H>m V asked 
Captain Vane anxiously. 
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•* Evcr}^ one," rei)lied the giant. 

This was depressing news to the Captnhi, who 
hull 'counted much on making use of the Eskimo 
canoes iu tlie liveut of liis own appliances failing. 

" Whore liave they gone, think you?" he asked. 

"Tell I>laok.l)i!anl,''' replied Cliin^atok, turning to 
Anders, "that no one knows. Since they went 
away the lanes of open water have closed, and the 
ice is solid everywhere." 

"lUit where th(i kayak and the oomiak cannot 
float tlit^ slf.dge may gtj," said the Captain. 

''That is true; tell tlie pale chief he is wise, yet 
he knows not all things. Let him think. When 
he comes to the great open sea what will lie do 
without uanoes ?" 

"Iluk !" exclaimed Oolichuk, with tliat look and 
tone which intimated his belief that the pale chief 
had received a " clincher.'* 

The (shattering of tlie other Eskinujs ctiased for 
a moment or two as they awaited eagerly the 
Unj}lain's :i.iis\v(t, but the Caplain disa[)]jointcd 
them, lie nuu'ely .saifl, " Well, we shall see. 1 
may not J^iiow all things, (Jhingalok, nevertheless 
1 know a (h^al more than you e:in guess at. Come 
now, let's liav(^ supper, And(*rs ; we can't wait for 
Ihe wanderers." 

As lie spnke, thrtn^ of tlu^ WMiulercrs eann; into 
r;imp, namely Leu, Ucnjy, and r»utterfacc. 
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« What's como of Alf?" asked the Captain. 

Xeither Leo nor Heiijy Iiad seen liiiii since they 
parted, a quarter of an hour after starting, and both 
had expected to find liim in camp, bul; Jiutterface 
had seen liini. 

"Sawd ]iim ruiinin'," said tlie sa])le steward, 
"runm'n' like a niad Kangaroo arter a STnallish 
brute like a mouse. Nebber sawd nuflfin' like 
Alassa Alf for runnin*." 

"Well, we CEiu't wait for him," said the Captain, 
"T w^ant to take possession of tlie island before 
supper. What shall we call it?" 

""Disappointment Isle," said Leo, "seeing that 
the Eskimos liave failed us." 

"No — I won't be ungrateful," i-eturned the Captain, 
"considering the successes already achieved." 

"Call it Content Isle, then," suggested Benjy. 

'Mhit I am not content with partial success. 
Come, lUitttirfaoe, haven't you got a suggestion to 
make." 

The negro shook his woolly head. "I^To," he said, 
"Ts 'nrrible stoo]ud. Xebber could get nuffiu' to 
come out o' my brain — se]t w'en it's knocked out 
by accident. You*s hard lo please, massa. S'pose 
you mix de two, — dis'pintment an' content, — an' call 
'imI-Talf-an' half Island." 

"Home is in sigljt now," said Chingatok, who had 
taken no interest in the above discussion, as it M-as 
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CdiT.iotl OIL ill I^^iiglisli, "A lew days nunv, and wo 
Hlinukl be tliui'c if \vt: only had our kayaks." 

" T\]\ \\i 's tlie ii;vim>," oxclainicd thu (Ja[jtain. 
(jiiL^cily wiiuMthis \v;"is trauslaUnl, *** llomu-iu-siglit;' 
that will do." 

Ifisiii'^ i[uicldy, lie bent a Union Jack i-o the 
lialyaids of liis priniitivt^ llag.staff, ran it up, and in 
tht; namt; oC Qucoii Victoria took j)03sessiou of 
Home insight Island, After having given tliree 
iicai'ty J^ritish cheers, in which the Eskimos tried 
to join, witli but partial success, they buried the 
ginger bi'tM- l)otll(t niidi^r a lieap of Btones, a wooden 
cross was Jixed on the top of the cami, and then the 
party sat down to supper, while the Captain made 
a careful note of the latitude and longitude, which 
he had previously asceitained. This latest addition 
to Her Majesty's dominions was put down by him 
ill hit. 85" 3:i', or about 2C8 geographical milcfi 
from the Kurth l*ole. 
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CITAPTRR X. 

A SKBTCMinU IN IMMINENT IMNfJKll. DIFFiCIMTIKa INCRK^ai!, 
AND AKK OVKKCOMV: AS USUAI^ 

TnE first iiiL,flit on Hotiu; in si^^ht IsLand was not 
Sf) undisturbed as niiglit have been expected. Tlis 
noisy gulls did indeed go to sleep at their proper 
bed-time, whicli, by the way, they must liave ascer- 
tained by instinct, for tliu sun could be no certain 
guide, seeing that he shone all niglit as well as all 
day, and it would be too much to expect tbat gulls 
had suPlicient powers of observation to note the 
great luminary's exact relation to the horizon. 
Polar bears, like tlio Eskimo, had forsaken the spot. 
All nature, indeed, animate and inanimate, favoured 
the idea of repo.se when tlit^. explorers lay down to 
sleep on a mossy couch that was quite as soft as a 
feather bed, aTid much more s])ringy. 

The cause of disturbance was the prolonged 
absence of Alf Vandervell. Tliat enthusiastic 
naturalist's failure to appear at suj^per was nothing 
uncommon, llis non-appearance when tht^y lay 
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down did iudticd cause some surprise, but little 
i)Y no anxii'iy, and tliey all dnj|j])i*d into a HOiind 
sleep wliich lusted till considcralily beyond mid- 
night. Tliun the (.■aptain awoke with a leeliug of 
uneasini'ss, started up on ojic ellutw, yawned, and 
'•azed ilreamily around. Tlie snn, Avhieh liad just 
kissed his hand to the disappointed horizon and 
begun to leaseeud the sky, blinded the Cajitain with 
his beams, Init did not prevent him from observing- 
that Alfs ]>l:iee was Htill vacant. 

"Very (kUI," he nnittered, " All' di(hi't nsc tn-.-to 

w'at's 'is name in - this -way — /' 

The Oa]itain's head drop])ed, liis elbow rehi.xcd, 
:iud ln^, returned to the land of Nod for. another 
halt' hour. 

Attain he awoke with a start, and sat npri<rht. 

"This '11 ne,ver do/* lie exclaimed, with a fierce 
yawn, *' something must be wron^. Hu ! V^enjy 1" 

"lTm|)h!'* replied the boy, who, though person- 
ally li^dit, was a heavy sleeper. 

"Rouse up, Ben, Ali"'s not come back. Where 
did you leave him?" 

''Don' know, Burrcrface saw *im las' /' lienjy 
dropped off with a sigh, but was re-aroused by a 
rougli shake from his father, who lay close to him. 

" Come, Ben, stir up Butterrace 1 We must go 
fool' lor Alf." 

Butterface lay on tlie othnr aide of .nenjv, who. 
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only Iwvll" iilive to v/lial Ikj wa.s doing, raised Ins 
hand and lot it i'all licavily on iJie negro's nose, by 
u'liy of stirring liini up. 

" Ifallo ! massa l-n'MJiiiniii ! You'.s dreauiin' dref- 
['u! htfoni;; dis nioi-nin'." 

"(Jur up, oV olfony !" groanod the hoy. 

In a lew minutes Uw. whole camp was ruus(;d ; 
.sleeji was quiekly banislKul by aTixieLy about tlie 
niiswing one ; gnus and rifles were loaded, and a regu- 
lar search-expedition was lia.stily organised. Thay 
started oll'in groups in diilerent directions, leaving 
the Eskimo womeu in charge of the camp, 

'V]\i\ (Japtiiiij ]»eaded one party, Cliingatok another, 
and Leo witli Tieiijy a tliird, while a few of the 
natives went oil' independently, in couples or alone. 

" r was sure Alf would get into trouble," said 
Renjy, as hti t* od beside Leo, who strode over the 
ground in ..... .us haste. "That way lie lias of 

getting so absorbed in tilings that he forgets where 
he is, won't make him a good explorer." 

" Xot so sure of that, J^en," returned Leo ; " he will 
discover tilings that men who arc less absorbed, like 
you, might fail to note. Let us go round this 
jiiljock on separate sides. We might pass him if we 
wont together. Keep your eyes open as you go. 
lie may liave stumbled over one of tliose low preci- 
pi(ies and broken a leg. Keep your ears cock*>d 
nlso, and give a shout now and then." 
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We liave said lliat tlie isluiid was a low one. 
iicverllicless it was extroinoly ni^^ged, wiLJi litl.le 
ridges and liollows ovorywliere, like) miniature liills 
und valleys. 'J'lirougli one o( tlicsc; latter l^enjy 
liurried, glancing from side to side as he went, like 
a red Indian on tlie war-]);it.li — whicli cliaraeter, 
indeed, he thuugliL ul', and tiled to iniitate. 

The little vale tlid not, however, as Leo had ima- 
gined, lead round the hillock. Tt diverged graihi- 
ally to tlic right, and ascentUn] tewnrds tlie higher 
]);i.rts of tlie island. The i):ith was so ohstrueted 
by rocks and Louldtu-s whicli had evidently \ivxin at 
one time under the pressure of ice, that the hoy 
could not see far in any direction, cxoc]jt by mount- 
ing one of these. Tie had not gone far M'hen, on 
turning the corner of a cliff which opened up another 
gorge to view, he beheld a sight wliioh caused him 
to open mouth and eyes to their widest. 

For there, seated on an eminence, with his back to 
a low precipice, not more than three or four hundred 
yards off, sat the missing ex])lorer, with book on 
knees nnd j>encil in hand — skelchiug; and tlitTe, 
seated on the to]) of the precipice, looking over the 
edge at the artist, skulked a huge rolnrhear, faking 
as it were, a surrei)tili(uis lesson indrinving! The 
bear, probably supposing Alf to be a wandering seal, 
had dogged him to that ])osition just as l^enjy V:iue 
discovered him, and then, finding the ])reei}uee too 
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high for a loap perhaps, or doubting tlie character 
of his iiitended victim, he had paused in uncertainty 
on the edji^e. 

Tlie hoy*s first impulse was to \i\lv.v a shout of 
w;iMuii;^f, for he luul no ^^ui wlierewith to shont the 
bniU;, })ut foar U^st that nii^ht precipitates an att:ick 
rcrjtijLined him. Hcnjy, however, was tjuick-witted. 
l[e saw that tlie leap \vas prohahly too much even 
for a Volar licar, and tliat the nature of the ground 
wouhl necessitate a d(;tour before it could ;^^et at the 
artist. These and other thouglits passial through 
his brain like the lightning flash, and he wus on the 
point of turning to run back and give tlie alarm to 
L(io, when a rattling of atones occurred behind him — 
just beyond the ]K)int of rocks round v^hich he had 
turned. In the tensieiu of liia excited nerves he felt 
as if lie had suddenly become red hot. Could this 
bo another bear? If ho, what was he to do, whither 
to Wy'i A moment more would settle the question, 
for the rattle of stones continued as the steps ad- 
vamjod. The boy felt the hair rising on liis head. 
Jlound canu^ the unknown monaster in the form of 
— a man ! 

"Ah! 15p.iijy, I— " 

l^nt tlie a])])eavance of l?enjy*s countenance caused 
Leo to stcip abruptly, both in walk and talk. lie had 
found out his mistake about sending tlui boy round 
the hillock, and, turning back, had followed him. 
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•'Ah! look tlun-o/' suid Buiijy, pointing a.1 the 
iablean vivani on tlic hill-top. 

Leo's rojuly rilltj leaped fiom his shoulder to his 
left pivlni, am! ii ^a'iiu smile played on his lips, for 
long service in a vohiulcer corps had made Iiim a 
good judge of distance as \vell as a snie and deadly 
shot. 

"Stand back, Bonjy, behind this boiilder," he 
whispered. " I '11 lean on it to make more certain," 

He was dclibei-iitely arranging the rifle while 
speaking, but never tor one instant took his eye o\X 
the bear, whicli still .stood motionless, with one paw 
raised, as if petrified with ainazcnumt at what it 
saw. As for Alf, he went on intently with his 
work, lifting and lowering his eyes continuously, 
putting in bold dashi^s here, or tender touches 
there; holding out the book occasionally at arm's 
length to regard his work, with head Hrst on one 
side, then on the other, and, in short, going through 
all those gracePul and familiar little evolutions of 
artistic procedure wliich arouse one's home feel- 
ings so powerfiiUy everywhere — even in the Arctic 
regions! Little did the artist know who was his 
uninvited pupil on that sunny summer night! 

WiUi one knee resting on a rock, and his rifle 
on the Ijouldei', Leo took a steady, somewhat 
h'ugthcned aim, and lired. 'i'ho result was stupend- 
ous ! Not only did the shot reverljevate wil-h 
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crasliing echoes among sanounding cliffa and 
boulders, but/ a dying howl from tlie bear burst 
over the island, like the thunder of a licavy guTi, 
and went booming over the frozeji sea. No wtjiidor 
that the horrified Alf Icajit nearly his own hoiglib 
into the air antl scattered his drawing materials 
right and left like cliafT. Tie threw up his arms, 
and wheeled frantically round just in time to 
receive the murdered bear into his very bosom! 
They rolled down a flniall slope together, and then, 
falling apart, lay prone and apjjarently dead upon 
the ground. 

You may be sure that Leo soon liad his brotlier's 
nead on his knee, and was calling to him in an 
agony of fear, quite regardless of the fact that the 
boar lay at his elbow, giving a lew terrific kicks as 
its huge life oozed out through a hullet-hole in its 
heart, while Benjy, lialf weeping with sympathy, 
half laughing with glee, ran to a neighbouring pool 
to fetch watt;]' in his cap. 

A little of the refreshing liquid dashed on his 
face and poured down his throat soon restored A]i\ 
wlio had only been stunned by the fall. 

"What induced you to keej) on sketching all 
night?" asked Leo, after the first explanations were 
over. 

"All night?" repeated Alf in snrjivise, "have I 
been away all night ? What time is il ?" 
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" Three o'clock in tlu; morning at tlie very least," 
snid Leo. "Tlie sun ifs pretty high; fis you might 
liave seen if you hiul looked at it." 

" But lie never looked at it," said Bcnjy, 
wliose eyes were not yet ([uito dry, "he never 
looks at anyihing, or thinlcs of anything, when he 
goes sketc'liing." 

" Surely you must allow that at least T look at 
and tliink of my work/' said Alf, rising from the 
ground and sitting down on the rock from which he 
had been so riuh-ly roused; "but you are half 
right, Benjy. The sun was at my back, you see, 
hid from me by the cliff over which the bear 
tumbled, and T had no thoughts for time, or eyes 
for nature, exc(;])t the portion 1 was busy with — by 
the way, where is it ?" 

"What, your sketch?" 

" Ay, and the colours. L wouldn't lose these for 
a sight of the Pole itself. lx)ok for them, Ben, my 
boy, I still feel somewhat giddy." 

In a few minutes the sketch and drawing- 
ninterials were eolleoted, undamaged, and the three 
ret.urned to camp, Alf leaning on Leo's arm. 
On the way thither they met the Captain's party, 
and afterwards the band led by Chingatok. The 
hitter was mightily amused by the adventure, and 
cont.inued for a considerable time afterwards to up- 
heave Ills huge shoulders with suppressed laugliter. 
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Wlum t]ie \vlii.)lt.^ pti-i'ty Wcis ro- assembled the hour 
was so late, and they Imd all ])een so tlioroughly 
excited, tliat uo one felt iuclined to .sleei:) again. 
It was rc.iolved, tlierefore, at once to coinMiciice t]ie 
oiK.'i'ationH of a new day. l.UitteiiaC(i was set to 
pre J (Eire coiree, ami tlie Eskimos began breakfast 
witli strips of raw blubboi', while steaks uf Jj<;o's 
bear were being cooked. 

Meanwhile Uliingalok expressed a wish to see 
the drawing whicli had so nearly cost the artist 
his life. 

All was delighted to exhibit and explain it. 

For some time the ^dant »azod at it in silence. 
Then he rested liis forehead in his liuge hand as if 
in meditation. 

It was trnly a clever sketch of a surpassingly 
lovely scene. In tlie foregnmud was part of the 
island with its pearl-grey rocks, rcd-])V()wn earth, 
and green mosstjs, in the midst of which lay a calm 
pool, like the island's eye looking up to heaven and 
reflecting the bright indescribable blue of the mid- 
night sky. Further on was a iriass of cold grey 
rocks. Heyoud lay the northern ice-pack, which 
extended in chaotic confusion away to tlie distant 
liorizon, but the chaos was somewhat relieved by 
the presence of lakelets wliicli shone lun*e and there 
over its smface like shields of glittering azure and 
burnished gold 
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"Ask him Aviiat lie Uiinks of it/' said Leo to 
Andp.va, a little surprised at ('liingatdk'.s prolonged 
biloiice. 

•' T caiitiot spoiik," aiiswt'red tlie ^i^iaiit, "?ny 
rnimi is luirsting and my heart is full. AVitli 
my liuj^cr I liave diawu faces on the siio^v. 1 liavc. 
seen men put wonderful things on Hat rock^i with a 
pieec of stone, hut this! — this is my country nuide 
little. It looks as if I could walk in it, yet it is 
llat!" 

"The giant is rather complimentary," huighed 
I^enjy, whentlds was translated ; *' to niy eye your 
sketch is little better than a daub." 

" It is a daub that causes me much anxiety," 
said the Cajtoin, who now looked at the drawing 
for the iirst time. " l)*you mean to tell nu*, Alt', 
tliat youVe been true to natnre when yon sketched 
that pack?" 

" As true as 1 could make it, uncle." 

"I'll nnswer for its truth," said Leo, "and so 
will Kenjy, for w^e both saw the view from the top 
of th(i island, though we paid little heed to it, 
being too much occupied w-ith Alf and the bear at 
the tinui. The pack is even more rugged than 
he has drawn it, and it extends quite unbroken to 
the liorizon.** 

The Captain's usually hopeful expression forsook 
him for a little af:i lie coinmeuted on his bad fortune. 
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"Tho season advances, you sec," he said, '%and it's 
nover very luw^ ;i1 llu^ host. T liad lioped we were 
done w'lih this troublesome * sea of ancient ice/ 
lull it, si'einR to tuni up everywhere, and ho]n past 
exjif'-rience we know that tht; crossing,' oC i(. is slow 
work, as well as hard. Ilowevyr, wc mnstu't lose 
heart. * ^'ebher say die/ as Hutterface is fond of 
remarking." 

"Yis, Massa, nel)her say die, hut allers say 'lib, 
to de top ol> your bent/ Dems iny 'pinitms w'en 
dey's wanted. Also ' go a-hid, Dai's a grand 
sentiment — was borjied 'niong de Yankees, an' I 
stoled it w'en I \vT ole Virginny/' 

"What says Chingatok?" asked the Captain of 
tlie lilskiino, wlio was still seated witli the sketch 
on his knees in ])rofouud meditation. 

" Blackbeard )ia.s trouble before him," answered 
the uncompromising giant, willioiit removing his 
eyes from the paper. "There/' he said, pointing to 
the pack, " you have three days' li;ird work. After 
that three days' easy and swift work. After that 
no more go on. Alust eome hack/' 

"lie speaks iii riddles, Anders. What does 
lie mean by the three days of hard woijf coming to 
an end i " 

"1 mean/' said Chingatok, "that the ice was 
loose wheTi 1 came to this island. It is now chjsed. 
The v^hite men must toil, foil, toil — very slow ovvr 
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tlio ice lor thun; aayj^, llion tlu'.y \vill eoine to 
t-.uu)oth WA', uli.-ic Uui duj^s iiiiiy run I'ur Uiruo days. 
Tiuni liit'y will ctum? !■(' ajinijjcr isliuid, like Wns 
(iiie, on lilt; tar oil' side of wiiieii ihaixt is no io« — 
luit.hing Ijid SOLI, sea, sen. Our kayaks arc gone," 
continued tJie ^iaiil, sadly, *' we must come back 
and travel ninuy days bel'nre we lind tliiuj^a to 
make new ones/' 

WJiilc he \vas s])eakiii|,s Captuiu Vaue's face 
Ijrij^litetied up. 

" Are yon sure of wliat you say, Chinnatok?" 

"Cliiiigalok is sure," replied tlic Eskimo (|uiet]y. 

"Then we'll conquer our difficulties after all. 
Come, boys, let 's want e no more time in idle talk, 
but Itarness the dogs, and be off at once." 

Oi' course the party had to travel round the 
island, for there was luuther ice nor snow ou it. 
When the other side was ruaclied the real diilieulties 
of the. journey were fully realised. During the 
whole of tliat day and the next they were almost 
continuously engaged in dragging the sledges over 
masses of ice, some of which rose to thirty feet 
above the ^(uicral level. Jf the reader will try to 
iTua,^in(?. a v(;ry small ant or beetle dragging its 
property ows a newly maojvdamiscd road, he will 
have a laint eojiception of the nature of the work. 
To some extent the doj^s wei'e a hindrance rdther 
than a help, especially when ])assiiig over broken 
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fragments, for ihay wove always tiunbliiig into lioles 
and cracks, out of which i:hey liatl ttj be dragged, 
and were ninch given to venting tlicir ill-Inunour 
on eacli obJier, soiiietirnes going in for a free liglit, 
in the course of wliich tliey tied tlicir traces into 
indescribable knots, and drove their Kskinio masters 
fnrions. On such occasions tlie ^v^hipa — both lash 
and handle— were iijjplicd with unsparing vigour 
until the creatures were cowed. 

Danger, also, as well as toil, was encountered 
during the journey. On the evening ol* the second 
day the sledge <lriven by Oolichnk diverged a littk 
from the line of march towards what seemed an 
easier passage over the hummocks. They had just 
gained the top of an ice-block, which, unknown to 
the driver, overhung its base. When the dogs 
reached the edge of the mas.s, it suddenly gave way. 
Down went the team with a united liowl of de.s2)air. 
Their weight jerked thi; sledge forward, another 
mass of the ice gave way, and over went the wlmle 
affair. Tn tlic fall tlie hisliings broke, and Oolichuk, 
witli several of his kindred, including jioor little 
Oblonria, wt^nt dowit in a sliower of skins, packages, 
bags, and Eskimo f.ooking utensils. 

Fortunately, they dropped on a slope of ice wliich 
broke their fall, and, as it were, shunted them all 
pnfcly, (.hough violently, to the lower level of the pack. 

Br.yond a few scrnlches and Inniiftes, no evil 
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h'siillt'il (Voiii Uiis af;i;i(li'iit. 1o Ihcsi.^ iuirdy iifit.ives 
ul' t.li(; north. 

Tlifit night they all (Micn.inpcd, as on the prc^vious 
nii^ht, in the niidsl of thf^ ]inck, s|»iv;i<ling their 
skins and furs on tho flattc^st ice they could find, 
tmd keei)ing as I'nr I'rorn ovcrlianging hnnpa a^^, 
]K»ssible. 

"What does Bltickhoard mean hy comin*^' here?'* 
asked Chingatok of Anders, ns llu^y lay side by side, 
gazing np at the blue sky awaitinjr sleep. *' We 
(iannot swim over the sea, and wc have no boats." 

" T don't know," answered the interpreter. " Onr 
chief is a wonderful man. lie does things that 
seem to be all wrong, but they inrn out mostly to 
ho all right." 

" Does he ever speak of a Great Spirit?" a.skcd 
the giant in a solemn tone. 

"Not to me," replied the otlier, "but! hear liini 
sometimes speaking to his little boy about his God." 

' Then he must know his God," returned Ching- 
atok. " Has he seen him spoken to him ?" 

Anders was a good deal surprised as well as 
])uz/led by the questions put by his new friend. 
His extremely commonplaee mind liad never been 
exercised by such ideas. " i never asked him about 
that," he said, "and lie never told me. Perhaps he 
will tell you if yon nsk him." 

The inter])reter turned on his side with a sigh 
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and went to sleep. The giant iay on ]iiH back 
gazing long and steadily witli a wislFul ]o(jk at tlie 
unbroken vault of nky, whose vast jnuruudily 
seemed to thrust liini mcrcih^^sly back. As he 
gazed, a litth^ cloud, light as a piid'ut' ciilcr- down, 
and golden as the sun fruju wliich its histTe canu^, 
floated into the lange of" his vision. lie smiled, fb;.' 
the thouglit tliiit light may suddenly ariwu wlien all 
around seems Idnnk gave his imjiiinng spirit real, 
and he soon joined the slumbering band who lay 
upon the ice around him. 

According to Chingatok's prophecy, on tlie third 
day the i'jiggt^d and weary discoverers aurmoTinted 
their first difficulty, and came upon cojuparatively 
smooth ice, the surface of wliich resembled hard- 
trodden snow, and was sufficiently free from ob- 
structing lumps to admit of ra])id sledge travelling. 
It was late when they reached it, but as thtiy could 
now all sit on the sledges and leave the hard work 
to the dogs, the leader resolved to continue the 
advance without j-csting. 

"It's time enough to stop when we're stopjjed," 
lie remarked to Leo, while making preparations to 
start. " Wc will sleep at the fir<,^ obstruction we 
meet with, if it*s a ^sufficiently trcjublcsonie one. 
See that the things are well lashed on all the 
sledges, Alf Eemember that 1 hold you respon- 
sible for lost articles." 
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"And what ;ua 1 njspon^ib]^ for, fiiLher ?" asked 
Beiijy with a perl, loolc. 

"For kcc]:)]!!^^ out ol' misduef, Wv.n. TliaL'ytlie 
most 1 can expect of you." 

"You arc only a siu't of negative Wessing to us, 
you see, 15enjy/' said Alf, as he stooped to tigliten a 
vopc. "It's not so much wliat you do, as wliat you 
doTi't do, that rejoices us." 

" L *m glad of that," retorted tlic boy, arianging 
liimseU' coiutbrtably on liis father's sledge, "because 
I won't do anything at all for some hours to come, 
which ought to fill you all with perfect felicity. 
Awake nic, 1.(^0, if wo chaucc to upset." 

'' ^^.>w tlien, all ready ?" cried tlic Cajitain. " Oil 
you go, tlieu — clap on all sail !" 

Oiack w^ent the mighty whips, }\owl went the dogs, 
and tlie sledgOH wtM'i^ soon skimming over the sea at 
the rate of tcTi mile-s an hour. Of course they did 
not keep that pace up very long. It became noccs- 
8nry to rrst at Limes, also, to give the dogs a little 
fooil. When this laUer jjrocoss had bot.'ii completetl, 
the teams becamo so lively that they tried to run 
away. 

" Ld them I'un," said tlic ('nplnin tci Leo. 

" And Judp them on,' addod I'.cnjy. 

Loo took the atlvice of both, appliiid the hisli, ami 
increased I he speed S'» UMUih tliMl. tho sledge swung 
from aid(i lo sidtf on the smootb places, eomy times 
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catching on a lump of ice, and all but tlirowiTitr out 
its oci;u])auts, Tlitj l^^^kinios ent.ered into (lie spirit 
of tlicir leaders. They also ])lied their lashes, and, 
being nioi'o dexterous than Leo, soon eonverted t.lie 
Journey into a race, in which (Jliin^'atok^his ^iant 
arm nourishing' an a})i)roj>i'i;i1ely hw^c whip - m'jis 
rapidly coming to the front when a tremendous shout 
in the rear caused them to ]iull uj). ].ookin,H' hack, 
Alf's sledge was seen inverted and mixed, as it. were, 
>4Mth the team, while Alf himself and his "10:skimo 
friends were sprawling around on the ico. No dam- 
age was done to life or limb, Init a sledge- runner 
had been partially broken, and could not be mcJided, 
— so said Oolichuk— in less than an hour. 

" Tliis, then," said the Captain, " is our first 
obstruction, so liero we will make our beds for tbe 
night" 
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ClIAPTEi; XT. 

ANOTITMl I.SrANl) TJIS(;()YK RED -TIlK J5N(;i,ISllMK>r AND liSKTMOS 
AJ.IKK AUK A9T0.Nl.SUKn IN MOUK WAYS TJIAN ONK. 

As Chin^^iilok had ^n-uilir.tcd, on {.\\o. sixth dny 
from IFoino in-si^'lit Isliiiul tlui jiavty ciuiu' Lti 
another island, ^vhl^■c IJio great \y<ick a.hi'uptly 
tdrmiiialcd. It was not large, pvohahly ten or 
Uvelvo miles in lcu(;Ui, from the Kskiuio acecjuut, 
hut the liiids of it (.'.nidd iidt. he st^cii from tlie 
spot where tliey la.iitled. At tliat ])(»iiit it was 
only two Tuihis wide, and on the 'ipjHi>sito sidt- its 
f^hore.s wi;re laved hy ;i.u ojicu .S(\i., which was *inite 
free from ice, witli tlin ex.ce])tiou of a lew seaitcreti 
floes and her<^s-a sea wliosc waves Jell in shiw 
rc<;iihir eadenee on a pehbly heaelj, and ^v]Iose 
horizon was an nnhroken line bandy distinguishahle 
from the sky. 

Oiost; Lo it a few black rocks sluiwed nbnve llie 
water, around which ^n^al- innn])ers of ^niUs, 
pnflins, and otlier sea-bivds dispoi-li-.d themselves in 
(daniorous joy ; sometiin(is flyiii^^ to the rthore as if 
to have a hiok at the Jicw conuTS, ;ind then sheerini:; 
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off Willi a ficroam — it niiglit bo a laugh — to tell 
their conn-ades what they had seen. 

"IlcTo, Ihon, at last, is Uie open Polar Sea/' said 
(.'apl.niii Vane, aftor the first long silont gaze of joy 
and aihniraliou. ** I liave no donht of it whatever. 
Ami now we shall proceed, J lioj>o without interrup- 
tion, to tlic Polt^ '" 

"Of eoLirwo yon do not intend that we .should 
swim there, do you, nnclo ?" said Leo. 

" Of course not, my boy. in tliose big cases, 
which have cost us so much labour to bring liere, I 
have three largo and stout india-ruhher boats — " 

" ITa ! r guessed as much," exclaimed Alf. 

"No doubt/' returned the Captain, "but you did 
not guess all." 

"T ho2>e not," sairl Leo, rr)r to say truth T don't 
mnoh relish the idea of rowing over an unknown 
sea an unknown distance at the rate of three or four 
miles an liour. I hope you have a patent steam- 
engine that will driv« us along somewhat faster." 

" Xo, lad, no, J have no such steam engine or 
any other miraculous contrivance that sets the laws 
of nature at defiance, and appears only in nursery 
tales. This expedition has been undertaken on no 
hap-hazard or insane plan. It was all cut nnd dry 
before we left Old England, and it is much simpler 
than you sujipose." 

"What, thrMi, is to be your motive power, if not 
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Dftrs or sails— -wLirli last would not work \vcjll, 1 
ibar, ii) an iiiiliu nihhuj- bout?" asked Leo. 

"Kites," replied IIm^ (J;ij>taiij. 

" Kites !" rejHiated both Ail' aud Leo in sui-prise. 

" Not }ja]jer ones, surely," said Jienjy, in a tone 
of disappointment, not unniingled with contempt. 

"No, 15en, not paper ones," said tiio CJuptain, *'but 
you shall see. Let the Ijoxes be uulaslied and car- 
ried into yonder cave. I'll unpack tliom i)resently. 
Meanwhile, Anders, I want you to interpret for me. 
Go, tell Ciiint^atok I wish to have a talk witJi him." 

"Wliile the brothers went to obey their leader's 
order, and Benjy to superintend the pitching of the 
camp, Captain Vane walked along the shore with 
Anders and the giant. 

"Are you sure, (.'hingatok, tliat there is no more 
ice in this sea?" asked the Captain. 

" No more great pai'.ks; only a little here and there, 
and a few ice- mountains," answered tiie Eskimo. 

"And no more islands ?" 

" No more islands till you come to the land where 
I and my people dwell. 'J'heie are more islands 
beyond that with peo])le on tliem — jieople who are 
not friendly to us." 

" How far oil', now, is your land from this island V 
continued the Captain, with a grave nod to Leo, who 
joined them at the moment. 

" About three days with a kayak." 


150 THE GIANT OF Tlir: NORTH 

The (>a|)l:iiii pondered for a few inimitcs. 

"Leo," lie .said, '' iln.) (ib.seiva1.iun which i Look 
yestoi'day ciialjlcs mo to ])hice this ishuid in lat. 
80" '10". I jud^i^o Ihafc a kayak may travel at the 
rait', of tiirec miles an. liour, which, making allow- 
ance for sleoj) and rests, ^Mves tlie distance of this 
island from Ohiiii^atok's native hind apijroximately 
at about 100 niiUjs, so tliat the liome of tliis giant 
and his ti'ibe is actually in the near neighbourhood 
of the Tole itself. If tliis be st), we may consider 
that our success, wind, weather, etc. permitting, is 
absolutely certain." 

The Ca])tain s))oke in the deep earnest tones of 
one under tlie influence of powerful but sujipreased 
enthusiasm. 

"Now then, Leo," he continued, " we will go and 
lake formal possession of this new discovery. What 
sliall we call it? Good Hope is too familiar as a 
cape." 

''Why not Oreat IIo]ie?" asked Leo. 

"Good! That will do \vel]." 

So Ga])tain Vane took possfssion of Great Mope 
Island; having hxed its position in lat, 80° lo" 
noi'th, and long. G0° west. 

After that he proceeded to open the cases winch 
liad so long been objects of interest to his own party, 
and objects of intense curiosity to the Ivskiinos, who 
crowded round the entiance of th« shallow cavern 
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witli r-a^o.r looks, wliilo llieir Icadi^r wont to work 
wilh liaiiiimir ami chiHul uji the C0])])0r rastoiiiugs. 

"\Vn;.;li ! luikl lii ! lioyli ! lio!" wor(^ soiiu^l.liiiig 
likii l.lii; oxclanuitioiis uittiiud hy llie I'skimos wlu'u 
the lid ol" the; (iist case lluw up and rcvoalcd only a 
mass of bvowii ]k\\\c,y wrajipiiigs. 

It wasiuloiv.KUiij^' lo oltsurvetlic utter self- oLlivion 
of thcst; cliildruTi of nature ! Of course the eyes and 
mouths of all opened widei- and wider while tlic work 
went on. We can understand this, for it is charac- 
teristic of the simple in all nations, but it was not 
so easy to understand why shoulders should slowly 
rise and elbows bo slightly beut, and the ten fingers 
gradually expand like claws. Anxiety might account 
for the way in which some of them softly lifted, one 
foot and then the father ; but why did little Oblooria 
raise lier left foot by impercepLible degrees, and 
remain poised u])on the other as if she were a hird, 
except on theRU])posiLion that she was unconsciously 
imitating Tekkona, who was doing the same thing? 

it was interesting, also, to note the slight sub- 
stratum of consciousness that displayed itself in 
Oolichuk, who, wliih; regarding the Captain in 
glaring expectajicy, put his :irm, inadvertently as 
it wiire, round Oblooria's waist — also the completo 
absence of consciousness in the latter, who was so 
engrossed with the Captain, that she did not appear 
to feel the touch of Oolichuk ! These little pecu- 
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lifiiitics, however, although extremely itittiresthig, 
were not observed by any of the actors uu that 
occa.sioji- cAoept, perhaps, by Heiijy, who, being 
sharp-witted, had a knack of seein<^ round a corner 
at limes ! 

\Vhcn the contents of the euK(i Mere turned out, 
tluiy proved to consist of several coils of rope, and a 
large f^cpmre bundle. Tlie uncording of the latter 
intensiiied tlie expucl;ition of the Eskimo to boiling 
})oint, and when the brown pajier was removed, and 
a roll of something ^vith a strange, not to say bad, 
smell was displayed, they boiled over in a series of 
i^xclamations to which tlie former " huks" and 
" lios" were mere child's play. But when the roll 
was unrolled, and assumed a flat shajie not unlike 
tlie skin of a huge walrus, they gave a shout. Then, 
when the Captain, oi^eniug a smaller package, dis- 
1 clayed a pair of bellows like a concertina, they 
l;hvc a gay[). Wlien he applied these to a hole iu 
the ilat object, and caused it slowly to swell, they 
uttered a roar, and when, finally, they saw the Hat 
l-liing transformed into a <;oudly- sized boat, they 
absolutely siiuiialod with ddiglit, and began to capor 
about in child-like joy. 

In this majmer, three cases were opened, and 
three boats produced. Then the Magician, who went 
about his work in perfect silence, with a knowing 
smile on his lips, opeited several longish boxes, whicli 
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Luo IkuI jnif'SHcd io bi^ iiJlcil wiili ii.siiiny, n'ds oi 
si»are viflt's, buL wliich, it tunicd out, i.oniuiurd v\xi^ 
i'or the iiidia-rul.>bcii' boaty. Alltjr tlial, llic Cupliiin 
opened aiuAlier large case, whieJi vtuised llie iiur- 
prise of liis while I'allovvers as iiiueh as tliat oi" the 
natives. 

"It htoks like one ol" niotJier's silk diesse.s," 
remarked I^oiijy, as the new wund(3r was di-;i<^roed 
forth. 

*'Too vohiminoiis Tor thai/' said A\[\ 

"A lalloou!" extdainji'd J.im. 

''No, boys, it's ojdy :i. kite/' said tlu; (..■aj)Lain, 
unfohlinj^' it. "1 eonlcss it does not look very like 
o\]{\, but its ajij)eii.raiice will clnuige by and by." 

And ils aiipfMi'aJice did change reniaikabjy us it 
WHS Opened out and [lut together. 

The construetion ol' this kite was peculiar. In 
the first i)lace, it was scjuare in forni, or, rather, 
diamond-shaped, and its size, whiai Ihlly distended, 
was eighteen lecL by fourUieu. 

"The simplicity of it, you see,'' said tlte Ca])tain, 
as he put it toij;ci!ier, ''is itsgre;it recoiitniendation." 
He ceased to speak Cor a irw nionicnls, while 
engaged with a tiouldesonie joint, and Tjenjy took 
advauiiige of the; ])ause to express a hojje that 
simplicit}^ was not its gnafrHt I'ci^tjiiinKiiidation, 
because he liad nev{ir lu^ai'd of any one atlem]jting 
to reach the JV)k! on the ^-tron^;!.!! of simplicity. 
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Witliout noticing this remark, tlio Captain went 
un — 

" You Hi'-u it wouM be troublusonio to ciiiTy ilis- 
teiulin^L^ wtJdky oj' ^^roat Icnf^tli, 1k;c;lu.s(i they WduM 
be in the way, aiul apt tu get brt.ikeu. I'lauli siitik, 
tlierefoi'e, lias a joint in the middle like that of a 
iisliiiig-rod. Tln're are iour snck sticks, fastened 
to, or radiating from, a Htrong steel central hinge, Sd 
that they can be folded togetlier, or opened out into 
the form of a cross. A small but very strong cross 
of bamboo (its on the niacdiine, behind the eeutnd 
hinge, aiiil locks it in a distended ])osition, ai'ter llu; 
silk has been placed on it. Strong cords run round 
the outer edges of the silk, and there are loops at 
the corners to attach it to the distendcrs. Thus, 
you see, the kite can be put up, (jr folded into 
a portable form like an umbrella, though not (jf 
course as quickly, nor yet as easily, owing to its 
great size." 

While he was speaking, the Captain was busily 
jmtting the several ])arts of the kite tugiither. 
As he concluded, lie laid the machine on its face, 
locked it with the little bamboo cross, and then hold 
it up in triumph, to the delight of his white 
observers, and the blank astonishment of the 
Kskinios We say bhudc, iKicause, uidike the boat, 
the nature of which they understood befonj it had 
been quite intiatedj this macliiue was to tlieui an 
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ulwoluLe luystoiy, and .si:cmcd to l)c of no use at ull. 
'i'luiiv ojiiiiioii ol" it \vas3 not iinprovcil wlicii ;i siulilcii 
|)uff of wimi l)l(;w it lUit on tliu ^L^ruimd, causing- tlic 
Captain to ['all 011 the top ui' it. 

" Tt 's :l little awkward in jifindjing," he [^'rowlod, 
nnlof:kinf^ the cfiitro-cross. "Hold the points down, 
lads, till i druj^ it into tlie undntdla form. There ; 
it's all safe now. The truth i.s, nnniana*^n;abUniess 
when in hand is tlie only fanlt of my kite. Once 
in the air, it's as Iractablc as a lamb; (^jetting it 
lip is the chicl' diliicidty, hut that is not too great 
to be overcome." 

"Besides, you know, nothing's perfect in this 
world, fathei'/' said J^enjy, with a wink at Butter- 
face, wlio, having acute risible tendencies, ex[)loded. 
Some ol the ICskimos, whose sympathies were strong, 
joined in the laugh by way of relief to their feelings. 

When tht^ Cajitain had wound a strap round the 
closed kite, to restrain its volatile nature, he opeJied 
anothei' large case which contained several reels of 
strong cord, .-omewhatrcsranbling log-lines, but with 
this peculiarity, that, akingside of each thick cord 
there ran a thin ivA line of twine, ('onureted with 
though not bound to the other hy means of little 
loops (iY rings ol' twine fixed abcmt six feet apart 
tliroughout its entire length. 

"These are the cords to fly the kites," snid the 
I'aptaiu, taking uj) one of the reels, whicli was as 
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hii't^^e as a mail's hat. " You so*; 1 liavi; lliroe .'Xita 
ul' ailk in th;.iL box, ami six suLs ul' reds aiul sticks, 
])tiHidus a few s])are piec(.^s ol Llio laltui", no tliat we 
can allbnl U) auWvA' a litlU; (lainag(.\ Now^ tlie use 
of this puciiIiiLV sort of douMe line wiJl be dear 
when ill action, bnt 1 may ns well explain it. The 
ojid ol this stout line is to be made fast to tiie 
band witich 3'ou saw on tlie kite, and the end of this 
iliiu red line Uj tlie toj.) of its upright stick. You 
remember well eiioui^li liow independent ordinary 
kites are. You cannot cause them to descend except 
hy haulinj^' tlieni ia by maiu force, and you cajniet 
moderate their pull. This kite of mine is capable 
of exerting a pnll C([ual to six horses, with a 
sufficiently strong wind. So, you see, it would be 
impossible for a dozen men to hold it without 
some checik on its power. This check is supplied 
by the thin red line, which is maih: of tlio strongest 
silk, j^y pulling it gently you bend tlie head of 
the kite ibrward, so that it ceases to present a Hat 
surface to th(i wind, which flies ofl' it more or less 
at the tail. Hy pulling still more on the reil line, 
the traction-power is still further reduced, and, with 
a good pull, the kite can be made to present its 
head altogether to the wind, anrl thus to lie flat on 
it, wlien, of course, it will descend slowly to the 
ground, waving from side to sidC; like a dropi)ed 
sheet of pa]jer.'* 
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"Are you going it) try it, tatlnir?" askufl Boiijy 
eagerly. 

The Cii]?taiTi lookcti u]> at llic clouds witli a 
critical glance. '''I'iicrci 's liaivily (.nKnigli of wijnl 
lo-(l:ty, I'r)y. Ncvt-rllielcHH we will try." 

Til a very wliorl time the kite was again extended, 
llie ccTiire ioi;.ked, liie thick ecjrd iixc.d to a loo]) in 
tlie band, and ihe thin cord to the head of the main 
stick. While thi.s was hein,!^' done, the coiners were 
held down by Loo, l^cnjy, Anders, and Hutt.errfi.ee. 

"How about a tail, father?" asked l^enjy, with 
sudden animation. 

"Ila! I forgot the tail. I've got several tails. 
It's well you reminded nu^" 

" It is indeed/* i'OR])onded tlie boy, " for T reineni 
ber well tliat when my kites lost their tails they 
used to whirl wildly about until tlicy dashed their 
lieads on the gi'ourid. This kite would bo little 
better than a mad ehipliant without its tail !" 

A sihort tail, made of the strongest cnt-gut, was 
now fixed to the lower extremity of the kite. It 
had a bag at the end, to he wriglitcd with stones 
as requinMl. 

"Now, then, All', do you carry the rO(d away 
fifty yards or so, and ])ay out the line as yon go. 
Make a dozeti of the. Ivskimos hold on with you till 
1 coiue and rcgnhite tlie judl. 1 must remaiii here 
to act it ofl'/' 
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Alf (lid as he was ordored. \Vht*n lie ^vas far 
enough out, tlic Captain and Leo raised the aerial 
monster witli caution, ^rraspin*r it by tlui shoulders, 
while Benjy held on to the tail. 'J'hcir great care 
was to ki;ep it flat, so that it ])rt.*8entud nothing hut 
its thin head t:0 the wind, but tin's was a difileulty, 
for it kept fluttt^ring as if anxious to get away, 
catching a sLmt of wind untlcrneuth ?iow and 
then, which caused both Leo and the (Japtain to 
stagger. 

"Don't hold down th(i tail, Heiijy," cried the 
Captain, looking anxiously over liis shoulder. 

Unfortunately ]5en diil not liear the ''don't." 
Not only did iuj hohl on with increased vigour, but 
he gave the tail an energetic pull downw\ards. The 
result was tliat the wind got fairly underneath, and 
the liead was jerked upward. Leo, i'earhig to i:ear 
the silk, let go, and the (Japtain was thrown 
violently off. J^enjy alone stood to his guns— or 
to his tail — with loyal heroism for a jnoiuent, l)Ut 
when he fell hiniseli' lifted off tlu^ ground a few 
inches, a feeling oi" horror seizetl him. lie let go, 
anti came down witli a wiiack. 

Free at last, the liugc kite sliot upwards like a 
rocket, and a terriljle howl from the Eskitno showed 
that all was not right at their end of tlui lijie. The 
truth was that noiui of them were iin]iresRcd with 
the iinportancc ol the duty required of them. Tho 
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sudilon Klrn.iii jcikcd the line out of the liaiids of 
Home, and tliruw olJicrs to tlic grouml, and .All', who 
Jiiul for t^TOiitci' {ri'c.in'it.}' taken a t.uvii of tlu; lino 
round liis right arin, wjis diaj^^^i'd IVnward at full 
I'aciu^L^ K])CO,d, Indinul lui was boL^innin*^' to tiiko 
Vbosti Ireniondous htumds called " ^iant Ksb'idcs," 
whicli w'v.iv. sun; to tonninate in his being dragged 
ahm;.;' the j.ii-i>unil. 

Captain Vanti yaw llio dan^'cr, and was C(|ua.l to 
th(; (Ku;;ifsit)n. 'riiere was little tinie for Vhou;;^dit 
or ar.lion. Anolhov moniunfc iuid Alf woidd bo off 
tho b(^;u.'.h into tho s(^;l 

"Let go ! Alf; let go !" cried Leo, in an agony of 
alarm. 

'' lYo, no ! liold on !" Klionted tlie C;\.\itnin. 

Poor Air could not lielp hohiing on. 'J'lie turns 
of tlie linti round Ids arm hold him fast. 

Anotlmr moment, and ho was abreast of tlio 
(JapLaiu who sprang at hhn as he passed like a 
loo])ard oji Ids prey ami lujld on. J^utthe pace was 
little eliucked wilk this additional weight, it M'aa 
beyond tlie Uaptain's runtnng powers, :ind l)ot,li Jie 
and Alf would liave been thrown violently to tlie 
i^round liad it not ]ia]i[]ened that they had reaehed the 
Avater, ijito whicl) liiey jjlunged with a tremendous 
spln.sh. Tiiey Avere dra,^ged through it, however, 
only for a few seeoiuk, foi' by that time tlie (>a|)tain 
had succeeded in £;eitiiig jiohl of the red line and 
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pullmg it separately. Tlic; result was immodiate 
and satisfactory. Tho lieaci of the kite was thrown 
forwnril, actlni; souicwliat as a sail does when a sliip 
is thrown into the wind, an.d the two iiutVntunates 
eanu; to an anchuv in four [wl of wutor. 

"We nuiHt no! U:!t it, into the water, All'," gaspcl 
tho Ciiptain, tdeiivinj,' tlie water from his eyes. 

'Mlnw can wt* pi-eve.nt it?" spluttered Alf, 
shalduiT the wet hair olf his lace. 

" Kiiso your fing(n-s a bit. There; liold on." 

iVs lie spoke lluj ('apiain gave a sli.^dit pull on the 
re;;ulalin>^' line. Tlie kite at once ean^^dit the wind 
and soared, jL;ivin^^ lUi l.wo operabuvs an awful tug, 
wliieh nearly overturned Ihem agaiii. 

"Too much," growled the Captain. " You see it 
takes some exijerience to regulate tlie oxdtahle 
thinrr properly. Thi^v, now, haul away for tho 
shore." 

liy this time thi^y were joiufd by Leo and 
('hingatnk, who ran into tlu^ wnttM- and aided 
lliem i]ifh'j\i^|',iirj. Die iv[V:ic1niy macJiinu asliore. 

''That's a vigm-ous i»e^inning, fathiT," remarked 
Menjy as they r-;i,me to land. 

"Tt is, my hoy. (Jo and fetch me (by clothes 
while we liaul in the kite a?»d mn.ke lier suui^/' 

" WluMi do you nuiiui to start?" aski'.d Lpo, as lie 
coilpd ;i.w;iy llu^ sluck of tlie line on th(^ i'(ii;l. 

''The lirst steady Fair wind lliat blows from tlie 
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ROiitli," aiiyworcd tlit; CfiidniTi, " luih we must li:iv« 
viTift <iT two o.xptM-iTiitUital Iriiils of t]i(i ]<i(.cs and lioid.s 
U»^i:llif'-i', bctbie we set (Mil on llic ro;il voyu^u." 

'' It's H ca|)i(.'il idea," i^^hiriiiul Iam* i.'iitli.u^:iiis- 
tically. "Tluii'c 's a sort oi'neck (jr-]u)tliing cLisii alxmt 
it lliatqin'to suits mo. Hut, unclo, wliat of Mk.* T^.ski- 
Tno.s ? The tliree boats wou't cany tlui lialf oJ' Llu-uj." 

" T know that, lail, and sliall ^'cL nvvv the diniculty 
by leaving some of tliom Itehind. Oldngjitok says 
they are quite able to takn r.ai'e of thmustdvcs; caJi 
easily re^^ain the Greenhtud shore, find their canoes, 
or make new ones, and return to thoir own land if 
they choose." 

''But, uncle," said All", who was by no means afi 
reckless as his brother, "don't you tldiik it's rather 
risky to go ofl' into an unknown sea in open boats, 
for no one knows liow long, to go no one knows 
t^xactly wlu^ri'. ?" 

"Why, Alt'," rotui'jicd the C'aptaln with a laugh, 
" if you wore as stupid about your scientific piirsm'ts 
as you are about geograpliical affairs, you would not 
lie worth your salt. A sea's a sea, isn't it, whether 
known or unknown, atul tlui laws that afifect all seas 
are ]:retty much alike. Of course it is risky. So is 
going on a forlorn hope. So is wliooting with a st^t 
of fellows who don't know how to manage tlu^ir guns. 
So is getting on a horse, for it nuiy kick you olf 
or run away. So is (^ating fish, for you may choke 
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yourself. Eve^yUlill^^ almost, is more or less risky. 
You viufit risk sonictliiiig ii' you M discover the North 
Pole, which has battlctl ad venturers from tlie days of 
Adam till now. And you are wrong in saying tluit 
we shall go off Ibr no one knows liow hjng. Tlu: 
distance Iromthis islii.nd to tlie I'ole is pretty nearly 
2 00 miles. If our kites carry us along at the rate 
often miles an hour, we shall cover the distance in 
20 hours. If we have calms or contrary winds we 
may take 20 days. Tf storms come, we have not 
mucli to iear, Ibr the weather is warui, — so, too, is 
the water. Then, our boats are lifeboats — they can- 
not sink. As to not knowing where exactly we are 
going, why, man, we're going to the North Pole. 
Everybotly knows whore tliat. is, and we are going 
to the home of Cliingatok, which cannot be very far 
from it.*' 

" There, Alf, I hope you are sufficiently answered," 
said Leo, as he undid the locking- gear of the kite, 
which by that time lay }nuuc on its face, as peaceful 
as a lamb. 

The next three days were spent in Hying the 
other kites, tying them on the b(»ats, actpiiring 
experience, and making preparations for the voyage. 
It was found that, with a moderate breeze, the kites 
towed the boats at the rate of ten miles an hour, 
which was beyond the most sanguine hopes of the 
Captain. Of course they could not beat to wind- 
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ward with them, hut t]iey couhl sail with a consider- 
uble shiTit, Eiiid they piweiitL'd tlio boats, wliihi tlius 
advancing, from ni;ddiig much leu- way by moans of 
deep Ice hoards, such as are used even at the present 
day by Dutch sliii^s. 

" But I can't undurstaiul," sai<l Heiijy, after several 
trials had been made, "why you sliould not have 
fitted sails to the boats, instead of kites." 

" Because a sail only a quarter the size of a kite 
would upset the boat," said the Captain, " and one 
small enough to suit it would be little better than 
a pair of oars. This kite system is lilve fittinj^ a 
gigantic sail to a lilJiputian boat, d'ye see?" 

"I see, father. But I wish it had been a balloon. 
It would have l)een greater fun to have gone to the 
Pole in a balloon 1" 

"A balloon will never go there, nor anywhere 
else, Benjy, except wliere the wind cariies it, for a 
balloon cannot be steered. It's impossible in the 
natuw of tilings — as much so as that dream of the 
visionary, perpetual motion." 

On the fouith day after tlieir arrival at Great Hope 
Island tlie wind blew strong and steady from the 
south, and the explorers prepared to start. The Eski- 
mos had been tohl that they were to remain behind 
and shii't for themselves — a ])iece of news which did 
not seem to affect them at all, one way or other. 
Those wlio were selected to go with th« explorer*> 
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^v^ere perfectly williufr to du so. Cliingatok, of 
couran, was yiiuiinnlavly rtnidv. Ho wr.Ti- liis uorj)u- 
Itjut inuliiur and Teklioua and Ohlooj-itt ; so also 
w(M'e ()olii:liiik, IvitcJiulx, and Akoelolik. 

It w;is a sjiloudid sunny afttiriiouii when tluj kites 
wen; fin;illy flown and atta<:hod to the tlirec hoals 
which WL'iu rojnuianded respectively by the Captain 
Leo, mid .All". Tliest' three sat at tlu^ how of each 
boat rnani])ulatiiig the regulators, and keeping the 
kites lluttering, vvliile tlie goods and provisions were 
put ou board. Tiien the JCskinio women and crows 
stepped in, and th.e Rtern r<^.]iGS v»^irc cast loose. 

" Let go the checlv-strings !" shouted the Captain. 

This was dcnie. TIkj huge kiies began to strain 
at once, and the india-rubber boats went rushing out 
to sea, leaving the remainder of the Eskimo baiul 
gpeechlcss on the shore. They stood there motion- 
less, witli open mouths and eyes, the very embodi- 
nient of unbelieving w^onder, till the boats had 
disappeared on the horizon. 
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CHAPTER XTl. 

THR OrBN POLAR BASIN AT LAST ! AI.F WASIIRS HTMKKI.y T.V IT. 

Who can imagine or describe the feelings of 
Captain Vane and his yonng relatives on finding 
themselves sweeping at such a magnificent I'tite over 
the great Polar bnsin? - that niystei'ious sea, wliich 
some believe to be a sea of thick-ribbed ice, and oDiers 
suppose to be no sea at all, but dry land covered 
with eternal snows. One theorist even goes the 
length of saying that the region immediately aronnd 
the I^ole is absolutely nothing at all ! — only em})ty 
space caused by the whirling of the earth, — a spacti 
which extends through its centre from pole to pole ! 

Much amusement did the Captain derive from 
the contemplation of these theories as he crossed 
over the grand and boundless ocean, and chatted 
pleasantly with his son, or Ohingatok, or Toolooha, 
v/ho formed llie crew of liis little boat. 

Tlie party consisted of thirteen, all told. These 
wor(i disirihuted as follows : — 

In the Captain's boat were the three just 
mentioned. 
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In Leo's boat were Butterface, Oolichuk, mid 
Oblooria. How it came to pass that Oolichiik and 
Oblooria were put into the same boat no one seemed 
to know, or indeed to care, except Oolichuk himself, 
who, to judfi^o from tlie expression of liis fat face, 
was much pleased. As for Oblooria, her mild visage 
always betokened contentment or resignation — save 
when overshadowed by timidity. 

Tn Air\s boat were Anders, Ivitclnik, Akeetolik, 
and Tekkona. The interpreter had been given to 
Alf because he was not quite so muscular or 
energetic as the Captain or his brother, while Anders 
was eminently strong and practical. The Eskimo 
women counted as men, being as expert with oar 
and paddle as they, and very nearly as strong as 
most ordinary men. 

What added to the romance of the first day's 
experience was the fact that, a few honr.s after they 
started, a dead calm settled down over the sea, 
which soon became like a great sheet of undulating 
glass, in which the rich, white clouds, the clear sky, 
and tlie boats with their crews, were rollected as in 
a moving, oily njirror ; yet, strange to say, tlio kites 
kept steady, and tlie pace of ton or twelve miles an 
hour did not abate for a considerable time. This, 
of course, was owing to the Fact that there was a 
continuous current blowing northward in tlie higher 
regions of the atmosphere. The aim, ineuutime. 
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^rlowed overhead with four mock-sinis around him, 
Lieverthelcss the heat was not oppressive, ])artly 
hecause the voyagers were sitting at rest, and partly 
bucausc a slij^liv. cunxiut of cool air, the creation of 
their own progress, fanned their cheeks. Still fur- 
ther to add to the cliariu, Hocks of sea-birds circling 
ill the air or dipping in the wn,tcr, a berg or two 
floating in the distance, a por})oise showing its 
back iin now and then, a seal or a walrus coming 
up to stare in surprise and going down to meditate, 
ptii'haps in wonder with an occasictnal piilf i'rom a 
lazy whale,- all this tended to prevent monotony, 
;ind gave lii'e to the lovidy scene. 

"Is it not the most glorious and altogether 
astonisliing state of things you ever lieard or 
dieamcd of, father?" asked Benjy, breaking a pro- 
lunged silence. 

"Out o' sight, my boy, out o' sight," replied the 
< 'aptain. "Never heiinl nor saw nor dn^amed of 
anything like it before.*' 

* P'raps it is a dream !" said l»onjy, witli a slightly 
dLstressed look. "l-Iow art^. wi; ever to know that 
we're 7iol dreaming?" 

The boy finished his question with a sharp cry 
and leaped u]i. 

"Steady, boy, steady! Have a caixi, or you'll 
upset the boat," said tlic Ca])lain. 

"What did you do l/ml for, father T' 
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MVhat, myboy?" 

"Pinch nje so hard ! Surely you ciidn't do it on 
purpose ? " 

"indeed T did, T?eu/' replicad tho Oaptaiu with a 
lauL^'h. "You askoil liow you were to know you 
were not dn*amin(^. If you had been dreaming tJiat 
would have wakened you — wouldn't it ?" 

"T dare say it would, father," rctunKul the boy, 
resuming ]iis seat, *' but 1 'in convinced now. Don't 
do it a^^ain, please. T wish 1 knew what Ciiingatok 
thinks of it. Try to ask him, father. I'm sure 
you 've had considerable experieiiee in his lingo by 
this time." 

Benjy referred here, not only to the numerous 
tonversations which his father had of late carried on 
witli tlie giant through the interpreter, but to the 
faet that, having l)een a wlialer in years past, Captain 
Vane liad previously ])icked up a smattering of 
various Eskimo di.nlectR. Up to that day he had 
conversed entirely througJi the medium of 7\nders, 
but as that useful man was now in AWa boat, tlie 
('a])tain was left to his own resources, and got on 
])incli bolter tliMn he bad ex])(icted. 

Chingalok turned liis eyea from tlie horizon on 
wdiieli they had lieeii fixed, and looktHl dreamily at 
the Ca]^tain when asked what he was thiiiking about. 

"1 liave been thinking," said he, "of home, ni?/ 
home over tlicre." lie lifted hir* liuge rigJil arm 
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and ])oiiiteAl to the north. " Aud I have hoen 
thiiikint^," ]io coutiinioil, " that there must ])i; another 
home up there" He raised liis baud and pointed 
t<.) the sky. 

''Wliy do you think so?" asked the (]n])tain in 
sonu'- sui']>n'se. 

"iiocause it is so beautiful, so wonderl'ul, so full 
of light and jteaee," replied the J^-skinio. " Some- 
times the clouds, and tlie wind, and the rain, come 
and eover it ; hut they pass away, and there it is, 
just the same, always ealm, and hri^^ht, and beautiful. 
Could sudi a place have been made for nothing? 
Is there no one up there ? not even the Maker of it? 
find if there is, does he stay there alone ? IVlen and 
women die, but surely there is something in us that 
does not die. If there is no spirit in us tliat lives, 
of what use was it to make us at all ? T think we 
shall have a home up tbere." 

Chin^atok had again turned his eyes to the 
horizon, and spoke the concluding words as if lie 
were thinking nloud. The. O.iptaiu looked at him 
earnestly for somr* time in sih^nce. 

'' You are right, (Uiingatok/' he said at lengUi, or 
at least attem])ted to say as best he could—" you 
are right. My religion tc.aches me that we have 
s})irits ; that (lod- your (Jod and min(^ — dwells u]) 
there in what \v(» call luiavi'ii, and that His pouple 
shall dwoU with him alter th^alh." 
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" His people!" rcipoatod tlie Eskimo with a per- 
plexed look. " Are some men his people unci some 
not?" 

"Undoubtedly," replied the Captain/' -men who 
ohuy a chiefs eoinmancls are Ms ineu--hi\s IVionds. 
Those who refuse to obey, and do >veiy kind of 
Mnckedness, are ?iot his friends, but his enemies. 
Gnd has f^^iven iis ime wills, and we inay rejeet. him 
— we may choose to be his eneinies." 

It must not be supposed that Oaptain Vane 
e\'pressed himself thus clearly, but the above is the 
substance of what he attempted by many a stian^re 
and complicated sentence to convey. That he had 
made his meaning to some extent plain, was proved 
hy Chingatok's reply. 

" Hut r do not know God's commands ; liow then 
can I obey them ?" 

"You may not knoAv them by book," n^ilied the 
Captain |)roniy)tly; "for you liave no brooks, but 
there is such a thin^' as the commands or law of God 
wn'tten in the heart, and it strikes me, (.■hingatok, 
that yon both know and obey more of yonr Makers 
laws than many men who have His word." 

To this tlie Eskimo made no answer, for iie did 
not rightly UTuh^sfaiid it, and as the Captain 
found extreme diiliculty in expressing his meaning 
on such fiuestions, he was cpiite willing to drop 
the conversation. Nevertheless his reapcct for 
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ChiiigatrV was immensely increased from that day 
forward. 

He tried to explain what had been said to Beiijy, 
and as tliat youth's mind was of an inquirini^ innj 
he listened with great interest, but at last wiis forced 
to confess that it was too deep for him. Tliorearier 
he fell into a mood of unusual silence, and pondered 
the matter for a long time. 

Awaking from his reverie at last, he said, abruptly, 
" How 's her head, father ?" 

" Due north, Benjy." 

He pulled out a pocket-compass about the size 
of an ordinary watch, which instrument it was his 
habit to guard with the most anxious care. 

"North!" repeated the boy, glancing at the 
instrument with a look of surprise, "why, we're 
steering almost due east !" 

"Ah! r>en, that comes of your judging from 
appearances without knowledge, not an uncommon 
state of mind in man and boy, to say ridthing of 
woman. Don't you know what variation of the 
compass is ?" 

" No, father." 

"What! ]iav(^ you been so long at sea with me 
and never heard yet about the nuignetic pole?" 

" Never a word, father. Tt seeins to me that ji-jles 
are multiplying as we get further north." 

"Oh, IJenjy, for slianic— tie 1 lie!" 
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" Maybe if you had told me about it T might 
have had less to be slaamed of, aud you too, 
fatlier." 

" That's iTue, Benjy. That/s true. You 're a 
sharp boy for your n,i^e. But don't be disrespectful 
to your i'ather, T^en ; no good can ever come o' that, 
Wliatover you are, he T(?s]')ectful to your old father. 
Come, 1*11 tell you about it nov)," 

It will have been observed by tins time that 
little l^enjainin Vane was somewhat free in his con- 
verse with his father, but it must not therefore be 
supposed that he was really insolent. All his free- 
dom of speech was vented in f^ood humour, and the 
Captain knew that. There was, indeed, a powerful 
bond not only of affection but of sympathy between 
the little delicate boy and the big strong man. 
I'hey thoroughly understood each other, and between 
Lhose who understand each other there may be 
much freedom without offiiuce, as everybody knows. 

" You must understand," beiifiui the Captain, " that 
althou^di the needle of the mariners compass is said 
to point to the north with its head and to the south 
with its tail, it does not do so (ixactly, because 
the magnetic poles do not coincide exactly with the 
geof^n-aphical poles. There are two ma^irnctic poles 
just as there are two geographical poles, one in the 
southern hemisphere, the other in the uorthern. 
D'y« undcL^itand?" 
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"Cloar as tlnyli-ht, l:itlu.M-." 

""WtMi, iMMiJy; Uit; t'aiimus Ai'clu; th.-t'oMfirr, Sir 
.liinios Ii'n:-.s.. Ill 1^';»2, (iis<;o\i'r(:(l \]\\\.l Mir. nni'l.lici-n 
in;iL;!u^l.ii'. j»()]t' was siluaUid in l.lu.i ishunl nt" HtK)ilii:i 
Kclix, ill laLiludu 70" r>", iiiid lonuiiudu l)fl° 4G" W. 
IL was discovered by lucans of an inHtniment calltnl 
tlie dipping iiuudlc, which Ih jusL a ina^Ljuctised 
needle- niadi; I'or d.ip])ing perpendicularly instoatl 
(jf going I'oiind liorizoiilally likti the mariner's 
c'ompass. A _L;raduatnd arc is fit(;od to it so thiit 
the amount of dip at any place on the Ciirtli's sur- 
face can be asc(>rtained. vVt the niagueLic eq^uator 
tliere is no dip at all, because the ncc(]le being 
equally distant iroin the noitli and soullj magnetic 
])oleF?, remains liorizontal. As you travel north the 
needle dips more and luoie until ii; reaches the 
I'egioii of the north magtietic jiole when it is almost 
perjHindicular — ])ointing straight (hnvii. 

" Now, it is only on a very few jthices of tiie 
earth's surface that the horizontal needle jjoiuts to 
the true north and south, and its deviation from 
the earih*s pole in its determination to point to tlie 
matjueiic pole is called the variation (jf the compass. 
This variation is greater or less of course at diflerent 
])laces, and must be allowed for in estinuiting one's 
exact course. In our present explorations we have 
got so far beyond the beaten ti'ack of travel that 
greater alhiwance than usual has to be made, in 
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fact we have got considerably to the TTorth of the 
maynotic pole. At tlie same time we are a good 
way t(.) the east'ard of it, so tliat when T see tlie 
compass with its letter N pointing to what I know 
to bo ttie Tuat^netic north, I take our gco^raj)liical 
position into account and steer almost due east hy 
compass, f(n* the purpose of advancing due north. 
D'ye see?" 

" L 'in not so sure that I do, father. It seems to 
mo something like the Irishman's pig which you 
pull one way when you want him to go anotlier. 
Howevei', I '11 take your word for it." 

"That's right, my boy ; when a man can't under- 
stand, lie must act on faith, if he can, for there's 
no forcing onr beliefs, you know. Anyhow he must 
be content to follow till he does understand ; always 
supposing tliat he can trust liis hjader." 

"I'm out of my depths altogether now, fatlier. 
Fr'aps wo 'd better change the subject. What d'ye 
say to try a race with Leo ? His boat seems to be 
overhauling us." 

" Xo, no, lien ; no racing. Let us advance 
into the great unknown north with suitable 
solemnity." 

"We appear to sail rather better than you do, 
uncle," shouted Leo, as his boat drew near. 

" That 's because you 're not so heavily laden," 
replied tlie Captain, looking back ; " you haven't got 
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gitniL.s jiboard, you see ; moreovur tliere's one (V you 
niUuT liglit-lujaded." 

'^ Hallo I uiich; ; livil coTrniiuiiiciiliony, cii { YouM 
butter chaii*;(. lUuijy I'ur Obluuria. Slic'a t^uitc 
t]Uiet, and never jokes. T suy, may I go ahead of 
you ? 

" No, lad, you mayn't. Tnkt^ a reef in your 
regulator, and drop into your proper placf*.'" 

Obedient to orders, Leo pulled the regulator or 
check-string until the kite's position was altered 
so as to present leys resistance to the wind, and 
dropped astern of the Faith, which was the name 
given by Benjy to his lathers boat, the other two 
being named respectively the Hojfe and the Charity. 

The prosperous advance did not, however, last 
vcny loTif;. Towards evening the three kites sud- 
denly, and without any jjrevious warning, began to 
div(j, soar, ilutter, and tumble alxnit in a numner 
that would have been highly diverting if it had not 
been dangerous. T'his no doubt was the effect of 
various counter-currents of air into which they had 
ilown. The order was at once given to haul on the 
regulators and coil up the towing lines. It was 
promptly obeyed, but before a i'ew fathoms had been 
coiled in, the kites again became as steady as before, 
with this change, however, that they travelled in a 
noith-westerly direction. 

The value of the lee))oards now became apparent. 
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TlioRO wero liijigeil down Uic niitldlf.* so mh fn fold 
and Ixjcointi s.iii;ill (^iioii^^h to stow in ilic boiioni iA 
f'.fidi liual wlii'ii iiol. in iisi*, ^Vlu!ll uiirnldt^d and 
luiii^ (.jver the side, thtiy ])ivs('nti:d a surface of 
njsistaiKu; to llio widov nincli gn^ater tlian Uiat oC 
an ordiiiMi'v boat's keel, so tliat very lil.th'. l(?e-\vay 
indeed was iiuule. By means of t)ie ^it(^eriii<^'-oar 
Ca])taiii Vane kej)t liis boat advancing Ht.raiglit iiortii ■ 
witi'fl, while ihr. kite was pulling in a iiOrtii-wcstcTly 
din^ction. Tiie kite was tliiis compelled l)y th(i boat 
also to travel due north, though of course it did so in 
a sidelong inanncT. 

Thus far the advance continued prosperously, the 
pace being but little checked and the course uti- 
altered, but when, an hour or two later, the wind 
again shifted so as to carry the kites further to tlte 
west, the pace became much slower, and tlie lee- 
way, or drift to leeward, considerable. TTH iinp.tf'ly 
tlie wind blew straiglit to the west, and tlie licnits 
ceased to iidvnnce. "This won't do, uncle," said Leo, 
wdio was close astern of the Faith, "I'm drifting 
liodily to leewnrd, and making no headway at all." 

" J.)own with the tops,— ] mea.n, tli(>. Uiles/' 
shouted tlie Captain. " Pass the word to Alf," 

Accerdiiigly, the kites were reeltMl in, the rcgn 
lators being so pulled and eased off that they wore 
ke])t just fluttering without tugging chiving the opera- 
tion. When, howcv(u-, tliey passed ont ol' the wind 
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straluin into the recrion of culm wliioh still pre- 
vKileil iiiiTTUHliji.tp.ly ;ihovi; tlui sea, the kites descended 
ill ail iiliinin'ng mauiHrr; swaying to and tVo with 
oucasional wild swoo])a, which rendered it necessary 
to liaiil in on the lines and w.itl up witli the utmost 
SjHiod. 

(Ja[)tain Vnne was very sm'-cessFul in this rather 
dirfiodlt operjition. While he hauled in the line 
Bejijy reeled it up with exemplary speed, and the 
kite was linally made to descend on the boat like 
a cloud. When secured tlie lockiug-crosy was 
removed, the distending-rods were folded inwards, 
the restraining, or what we may term the waist-band 
was applied, and the whole afTair was changed into 
a gigantic Mrs. Gamp umbrella. Heing placed in 
tlio bow of th.e boat, projecting over the water, it 
rovnied a not ungraceful though peculiar bowsprit, 
atid was well out of the way. 

Leo and Hutterface were cfjually successful, but 
])oor Alf was not so fortunate. The too eager 
pursuit of krunvlcdge was tlie cause of All's failure 
as has often been thi^ case with others! Tie took 
on liinisclf, as chit^f of his boat, the diHicult and 
respon.sililc. t;vsk of hauling m the line, wliich 
involved, iilso tho occasional and judicious manipula- 
tion of the regulating cord, when a sudden puff of 
wind should Uuul to seiul the kite soaring uj)ward9 
with six or eight horse-power into the sky. To 
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Ivitclluk was assigned tho easy task of gatlieriiig 
in the " slack" and lioldiug on to Alf if a sudden 
jerk should threaten to pull liim overboard. Anders 
reeled up. 

Just as the kite was [>assiiig out, of the windy 
region above into the calm region helow AH' beheld 
floating near tlic boat a beautiful, and to him 
entirely new, species of mai-ine creature of tlio 
jelly- lish kind. With a wild desire to ]X)Ssess it he 
leaned ov(;r the bnat's edge to the uttermost and 
Rtretclied out his left hand, wliile with his right he 
held on to the kite ! Keed we say that the kite 
assisted him ? — assisted Iiim overboard altogether, 
and sent him with a heavy plunge into the sea ! 

Ivitohuk dropped his line aiul stretclied out both 
anus towanls the spot where the '* Kablunet " had 
gone down. Akeetolik roared. Anders howled, 
and drojiped his reel. Left to itsidf, the kite, with 
characteristic indecision, nnule an awful swoop 
towards the North Pole with its right slioulder. 
Changing its mind, it then nui.de a stujxiudous rusli 
with its left to the south-east. loosing yiresence of 
mind it .suddenly tossed u]) its tail, anil, coming 
down liead foremost, went witli latal facility into 
the deep sea. 

When Alf rose niid wns dragged ])anting into the 
boat, his iirst glance was u])waL'ds, — but not in 
thankfulness for his preservation ! 
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" Gone !" lie groaned, risinc^ to his foet. 

But tlie kite was not <fomi. The word liad barely 
left his lips wlien it roou liall' its h^iij^ftli out of the 
water, and then Tell, in melancholy inaptitude for 
further mischief, flat upon the sea. 

"Anything damaged?" asJajd the (Captain, as lie 
and Leo rowed their boats towards th(i Charity. 

"Nothing," replied Alf with a guilty look, "the 
stick and things seem to be all riglit, but it has got 
awfully wet." 

"No matter/' said the Captain, laughing at Alfs 
forlorn look, " the sun will soon dry it. So long as 
nothing is broken or torn, we'll get on very well. 
Jiut now, boys, we must go to work with oars. 
There must be no flagging in this dash for the Vole. 
It's a neck-or-nothing business. Now, mark my 
orders. Although we've got four oai's apiece, we 
must ouly work two at a time. T know that yonng 
bloods like you are pmue to go straining yourselves 
at iirst, an' then beiTi' fit for nothing afterwards. We 
must keep it up steadily. Two in each boat will 
pull at a time for one hour, while the other two 
rest or sleep, autl so on, shift about, till anotlicr 
breeze springs up. Don't fold it up tight, Alf. 
Leave it pretty slack till it is dry, and then put on 
its belt." 

"Don't you thiidc we might have supper before 
taking to the oars ? " suggested Leo. 


\7 
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" I second that motion/' criud Jienjy. 

" And T support it," said Alf. 

" Veiy g()n(1, gr^t out the prog ; an' we'll hiy onr- 
Kolves alongside, three abreast, as Nelson did at the 
Hattlo o' tlur Nile," said ihe Captain. 

Their food was simple but sufilciont. Peniniican 
— ;i, solid greasy nutricious compound — was the 
foundation. lifird biscuit, chocolate, and eiugar 
formed the superstructure. In default of tire, these 
articles couhl be oaten cold, but while tlieir supply 
of Rj^iirits of wine lasted, a patent vesuvian of the 
most complete and almost miraculous nature could 
provide a hot meal in ten minutes. Of fresh water 
they had a two- weeks' supply in casks, but this was 
economised by means of excellent water procured 
from a pond in a passing berg — from winch also a 
lump of clear ice had been hewn, wrapped in a 
blanket, and carried into tlie Captain's boat as a 
supply of iresh water in solid ibrm. 

Laying the oars across the boats to keep them 
together, they lloated thus pleasantly on the glassy 
sea, bathed in inidniglit sunshine. And while they 
feasted in cumfort inexpressible — to the surprise, no 
doubt, of surrounding gulls and pullhis — Benjamin 
Vane once again gave utterance to the opinion that 
it was the most glorious and altogetluir astonisbing 
.stale of tln'ngs that he had C7cr lieard or dreamed of 
since the world began ! 
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CHAl'TEK XIIL 


A QALK AND A NAKUOW KSCArR, 


Til IK is a world of alteriiatioiia. We neod not 
turn aside to prove that. The calm with whicli 
the voyat^e of our discoverers began lasted about 
lour days and nights, during which periud they 
advanced sometimes slowly under oars, sometimes 
more or less rapidly under kites — if we may so 
ex})re8B it — according to the state of the wind. 

And, duj-ing all that time the discipKne of two 
and two — at watch, or at sleep, if not at work — was 
rigidly kept up. For none knew better than Captain 
Vane the beneiit of discipline, and the demoralising 
effect of its absence, especially in trying circum- 
tiUiTiees. Tt is but just to add that he had no 
difliculty in enforcing his laws. It is right also to 
state that the women were not required to coni'oriii, 
even although they were accustomed to hard labour 
and willing to work as much as required. In all 
tlii-ec boats the bow was set apart as the women's 
quarters, and when 'J oolooha, Ublooria or Tekkona 


182 THE GIANT OF THE NORTH 

showed syni])toms of u dosiro to go to yleoiJ — (there 
was no retiring for the night in these latitudes) — a 
blanket stretchiid on two oars cut their quarters off 
from those of t.lu-! men, and maintained tliL* dignity 
of the sex. 

Hut soon the serene aspect of nature changed, 
(irey clouds oversjjread the hitherto sunny sky. 
Gusts of wind came sweeping over the sea from 
time to time, and signs of coming storm became so 
evident that the Captain gave orders to make all 
snug and prepare for dirty weather, 

"You see, lads," he said, when the three boats 
were abreast, and the kites had been furled, " we 
don't know what may happen to us now. Nobody 
in the world has had any experience of these 
latitudes. It may come on to blow twenty-ton 
Armstrongs instead of great guns, for all we know 
to the contrary. The liglitning may be sheet and 
fork mixed instead of separate for any liglit we 've 
got on the subject, and it may rain whales and 
walruses instead of cats and dogs ; so it believes us 
to be ready." 

" That's true, father," said Bcnjy, "but it matters 
little to me, for I 've made my will. Oidy 1 forgot 
to leave the top with the broken peg and the rusty 
penknife to Rumty Swillpipe ; so if you survive me 
and get home on a whale's back — or otherwise — 
you *11 know what to do." 
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"This is ijot a linn; for justing, Ikni" said Alf 
mtlter suriously. 

" Did I say ii. was?" iiuiuired "Ron, with a sur- 
])iised look. 

Alf dtn^iiud uo reply, and Hutteiface lau^jjhed, 
while lie and the otiua-s set about executing the 
Captaiii'a onUjrs. 

The arran^eiuents made in these india-rubber 
boats for bad weather were very simple and com- 
plete. After the lading in each had been snugly 
arranged, so as to present as flat a surface on the 
top as possible, a water-proof sheet was drawn 
over all, and its edges made fast to the sides of the 
boat, by means of tags and loops which were easily 
fastened and detached. As each sheet overhung its 
boat, any water that might fall upon it was at onee 
run off. This, of coui'si^ was merely put on to pro- 
tect the cargo and any one wlio clio.se to take 
shelter under it. The boat being iilled with air 
required no such sheet, because if filled to over- 
flowing it would stdl have floated. All round this 
sheet ran a strong cord for the crew, who sat outside 
of it as on a raft, to lay hold of if tlu; waves should 
threaten to wash them olV. There were also various 
other ropes attached to it W^v the same purpose, and 
loops of rope served for rowlocks. 

When all had been arranged, those whose duty it 
was to rest leaned comfoi'inbly against the lumps 
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caufied liy ine^iuiliticy <>!' tii« ciir^u, wiJlo the oUjurs 
took to iho'w oars. 

"It's coming!" orietl .l^tMijy, about hiili'-au-liour 
after all Lad Imh/h propartid. 

And uiiqueKlioiiiibly it was (^oniii)g. Tha Ixiy's 
(juitjk ryes hiid dotoctod a line on tliu sontlu'-ni 
horizon, wliicli bocauiu gradually broader and thirkcj]' 
as it rose until it covcicd the Ijeavcns. Ai tlm 
same time the indigo ripple caused by a nishing 
nnglity wind crept steadily over the sea. Ab it 
neared the boats the wliite crests of breaking waves 
were seen gleaming sliarjjly iu the midst of tlie dark 
blue. 

" Clap the women under hatches," shouted tlie 
Captain, with more good sense than refinement, 

]^enjy, Butteri'ace, and Anders at the word 
lifted a corner of their lespective sheets. Obcidient 
Tooloolia, Oblooria, and Tekkoiia bent their meek 
heads and disapiicanid. The slieets were refusten(id, 
and tile men, taking Uieir ])]ace6, held on to tlie 
eoi'ds or life-lines. It was an anxious moment. 
No one could guess liow tlie boats would behave 
under the approaching trial. 

"Oars out," cried the Captain, "we must run 
before it." 

A liiss, which had been gradually increasing as 
the b(]uall drew neai', bi-oke into a Icind of roar, 
and wind and wavers ruslunl upon Wumw as tli(i 
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men bent tVeir backs to tlui oars with all their 

Ill way f-inon found iluil t.lu^. boats bad .so litlU^ 
bold of Ibe wator that tlui wind and oavs oonibuuid 
(;a]"rit*d ibuin forward rio IViMt as to deci'casc; consider- 
ably tlu; daii^ci'oi" being wludined by a falling wave. 
These waves increased every moment in size, and 
their crests were so broken and cut off by the gale 
tbat the three boats, instead of a])peariug as they 
had hitherto done the only solid objects in the 
Bcene, w^nv. almost lost to sight iu the chaos of 
'hiack waves and driving foam. Although they tried 
tlieir Ijeat to keep close together they failed, and 
each soon became ignorant of the position of the 
otliers. The last that they saw of Alf s boat was in 
the hollow between two seas like a vanishing cor- 
morant or a northern diver. Leo was visible some 
tiiiie longer. He was wielding the stoering oar in 
an attitude of vigorous caution, while his Eskimos 
were pulling as if for their lives. An enormous 
M^ave ro^e liehind them, curled over their heads 
and a])pcarcd icady to overwhel]ii them, but the 
sturdy rowers sent tlie boat forward, and the broken 
crest passed under them. The next billow was 
still larger. Taken up though he was witli his (nvn 
boat the Captain found time to glance at them 
with hoiTor. 

"They're <^one !" hr cried, :is the top of the 
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billow fell, and nothing was seen save :he heads of 
the four men like dark spots on the foam. The 
boat had in truth been overwhelmed and sunk, but, 
lilce a true lifeboat it rose to the surface like a cork 
the instant tlie weight of water was reinovetl, and 
her crew, wlio liad held on to the life-lines and oars, 
were still safe. 

" Well done the little Hope f* cried tlie Captain, 
while Beujy Ljave vent to his feelings in a cheer, 
which was evidently heard by Leo, for he was seen 
to wave his hand in reply. Next moment another 
wave hid the Hope from view, and it was seen no 
more at that time. 

" t feel easier now, Benjy, thank God, after that 
Alf is a fair steersman, swid our boats are evidently 
able to stand rough usage." 

Benjy made no reply. Me was rubbing the water 
out of his eyes, and anxiously looking tbrougli the 
thick air in the hope of seeing Leo's boat again. 
The poor boy was grave enough now. When the 
miglit and majesty of the Creator are manifested in 
the storm and the raging sea, the merely liumoi'ous 
fancies of man arc ay)t to be lield in check. 

The Captain's boat went rusliing thus wildly 
onwards, still, fortunately, in the right direction; 
and for some hours there was no decrease in the force 
of the gale. Then, instead of abating, as might have 
been expected, it suddenly increased to such an 
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exiciit tliu' sjHU'tly dijytnicLioii tippeured to l)u in- 
evitable. 

" Xo Hurt 'S crai't could iivt? long in this" imittered 
tlie C!i])Uijn, lis ii' to himscll' nttlior tluui to liis 
son, wlio sat with a linn oxproayiou on his some- 
whiil [)idi; oountoiiimcc, lookin*^ wisti'idly towards 
the nortlu'.ni hori/.ou. Perhaps he was woiiderintr 
whether it was wortli while to risk so iruich for such 
an end. Suddenly he shaded his eyes with his hand 
and t^azed intently. 

" Land I'* he exclaimed in a low eager tone. 

"Wheroaway, hoy? Ay, so tliero is something 
there. What say you, Chingatok ? Is it land ?" 

The giant, who, during all thi« time^ had calmly 
plied a pair of oars with strength ec^iial almost to 
that of four men, hjoked over his shoulder without, 
however, relaxing his efVorts. 

"No," he said, turning round again, "it is an 
ice-hiU." 

"A herg!" exclaimed the Captain. "We will 
make for it. Tie your handkerchief, ]5onjy, to the 
end of an oitr and hold it up. It will serve as a 
guide to our conn-ades." 

In a Mrondcrfully short space of time the berg 
which Bcnjy had seen as a nun-e speck on the hori- 
zon rose sharp, rugged, and white against the black 
sky. It was a very large one — so large that it had 
no viaible motion, but seemed as tirm as a rock, while 
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llie billows of the Arctic Ocean brck'.* in thunder 
on its glassy shore. 

" We '11 get shelter behind it, J^eii, my boy," said 
tlie (^iiptaiii, " liold the oar well up, and don't let the 
rag clap i-Dinid the bhide. Sliake it out so. Cod 
[(rant that tliey may see it." 

■'Amen," ejacuhited i^Jenjy to the prayer with 
heartfelt intensity. 

There was danger as well as safety in the near 
vicinity to this berg, for many of its pinnacles seemed 
ready to fall, and thiM'e was always the possibility 
of a mass being broken of!' under water, whicli might 
destroy the equilibrium of the whole berg, and cause 
it to revolve with awfully destructive power. 

However, there was one favourable point — the 
base was broad, and the ice-clifls that bordered the 
sea were not high. 

7n a few more minutes the western end of the 
b(irg was passed. Its last cape was rounded, and 
the Faith was swept by the united eflbrts of Chinga- 
tok, Benjy, and Tooloolia (who would not remain 
under cover) into tlie comparatively still water on 
the lee, or northern side of the berg. 

" Hurrah !" shouted Jienjy in a tone that was too 
energetic and peculiar to have been called forth by 
the mere fact of his own escape from danger. 

Captain Vane looked in the direction indicated 
by the boy's glisteiiiug eyes — glistening with the salt 
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tears of joy i.ij virdl as with salt sea spmy— arif] thero 
beheld the ot]ier two boats coniiiig dant^int;^ in like 
wild things on the crests of tlio licaviui^ wavew. 
They had seen the sigJi.d of the liaiuikorf'.luc.r, under- 
stood and I'oUowcd it, and, in a few ininiiLcs niorOj 
were under the lee of the ice-eliffH, 1 iuujkiiijL,^ (ind 
and congratulatiitg each otlior on their deliveraiict\ 
A sheltered cove was soon found, far enough 
removed from cliffs and pinnacles to insure moderate 
safety. Into this they ran, and there they spent th<! 
night, serenaded by the roaring gale, and lullahied 
by the crash of falling spires and tlie grouus of 
reudiu^ ica 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

RKIIOUDS A WONUlCKi-'UL A iTAUITrON ANO A TUnJOrTS fflOTfT. 

When tho storm had pas^^od, a profound calm 
once more settled down on tlie face of nature, as if 
the elements liad been utterly ex]\ansted by the con- 
flict. Once more tlie sea Inicame like a slieet of 
undulating glass, in which clouds and .sun and boats 
were reflected vividly, and o!ice a<^ain our voyaj^ers 
found themselves advancing towards tlie north, 
abreast of each other, and rowing sociably together 
at the rate of about four miles an hour. 

When advancing nndci- oars tliey went thus 
abreast so as to converse freely, hut whtm ]}rocecding 
under kites they kept iu singh^. file, so as to give 
scope for swerving, in tlu^ event of suddeii change o^ 
wind, and to jirevcnt tlie risk of the ontauglement 
of lines. 

"What is that?" exclaimed Benjy, pointing 
suddenly to an oliject ahead wliicli a])pnai'ed at 
regular intervals ou the surface of the wdter. 
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"A whalo ' chink/' siii(x i^eo. 

"A whale nsnally spouls on coining up, doesn't 
it?" said AlF. 

Ohingatok uttered an unpronouncouble Eskimo 
word wliich diil not throw light on tlic sultject. 

*' What is it, Anders?" slioiited the Captain. 

" What you say ?" asked the interpreter from Alfs 
boat, which was on the other side uf the JIo'pc. 

" ir these squawkin things would hold their noise, 
yon 'd hear Ixitter," growled the Captain belbre 
repealing the question. 

His uncourteous remark had rei'ercnce to a cloud 
of gulls which circled round and followed the boats 
w^ith renionstrative cries and astonished look?!!. 

"It's beast/' shouted Anders, "not knows his 
name in Tngliss/' 

"Humph ! a man with half an eye might sec it is 
'beast,'" retorted the Captain in an undertone. 

As he spoke, the " beast" changed its course and 
bore down upon them. As it drew near the Englisli- 
men became excited, for the size of the creature 
seemed beyond anything they had yet seen. Strange 
to say, the Eskimos looked at it with their wont(id 
gaze of calm indift'erence. 

"lt*s the great sea-serpent at lavst/' said Bi-'ujy, 
with something like awe on liis countenance. 

"It (hics look uncommon like it," replied the 
Captain, witU r perplexed expression on his rugged 
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vina^'e. " Get out tlie rifles, lad ! It "t. ui well to be 
reatly. D'ye know what it is, ('liiiigatok ?" 

Again the giant ntteied fclie unjjronouiiceahle 
name, while Beujy got out \\n\ fire-arinH with eager 
ha.sLe. 

"Load 'em all, Hon, load 'em all, an' cram Uie 
Winclieater to the muzzle," siiid Lhe Capbiin. 
"TlteTe's no sayin' what we may have to eiicoiinLt-r ; 
though T havfi heard ol' a gigantic hit of sea- weed 
hoin' mistaken for the great sea-serpent before 
now/' 

"That may he, father," said Benjy, with increasing 
excitement, "hut nobody ever saw a hit of seaweed 
swim with the activity of a gigantic eel like that. 
Wlxy, I have counted its coils as they rise and sink, 
and I'm quite sure it's a hundred and lifty yards 
long iP it's an inch." 

Those in the other boats were following the 
Captain's example, — getting out and eiiarging the 
fire-arms, — and truly there seemed sonu^ ground for 
their alariri, for the crefiture, which approached at a 
rapid rate, appeared most ibi'midable. Yet, strange 
to say, the Eskimos paid little attention to it, and 
seemed inore taken up with the excitement of the 
white m(;n. 

When the creature had approached to within a 
ipiart-.er of a mile, it. divergiid a little to the left, and 
passed the boats at the distance of a few hundred 
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yards. Theit Captain Vajiu burst into a sudden 
laugh, and shouted r — 

" Granipu.siiK !" 

" Wliaty" cL'iud Luo. 

" Grampubus!" loinialcd Lhu Ca])tain. "Wliy, it's 
only a shoal of ^ranjpust^s iolh)wiij^ each, otliur in 
sini^lo lile, that we've mistakuu for ouu cicature !" 

Never hel'ore was man or boy smitten with 
heavier dlsaj^pointTaent tlian was poor Benjy Vauo 
on that trying oecasinn. 

"Why, what's wrong with you, Hcnjy ?'" asked 
liis iatlier, as he looked at his woful countenance. 

'•'To think/' said tlio ])Oor boy, shiwly, " that I've 
come all tlie way to the North Pole for this ! Why 
1 've believed in the gi-eat sea-serpent since ever I 
could tliink, T 've seen pictures of it twisting its coils 
round tinee-niasted sliijis, and goin' over the ocean 
with a mane like, a lion, and its lioad lilty fuefc out 
o' the wat(!r ! Oh ! it \s too bad^ 1 \l have given my 
oars to have sclmi the great st^a-serpent." 

" 'IMua'C wouldn't have, been much of you left, 
Jienjy, if you had given ihcr/i." 

" Well, well," eontiTiued the boy, not noticing his 
lather's remark, "it's some comfort to know that 
1 've all hut seen the great sea-serpent." 

It is some comfort to us, reader, to be able to 
record the fa(it that Benjy Vane was not doomed to 
total disappointment on that nieuioralile day, for, on 

N 
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the same (ivoiiiTin-, 11k; v(jyii^i;(;r.s lnul uu oiicoimlolp 
u'illi wiLlrust's M'liicli mon; Uian made u]) for ilie 
previous misrortuiK;. 

it 1i:i[)])(>iiimI tliiis : — 

Tlii.^ thi'e,(' innLis wt-rc, proei'tidiii!; Mi^iuiist, yluwly 
hut sti'-udily Dvcr Liu; nIiU ralm sea, wIumi Ihcir 
al.iiMit.iou was a1lra.cl,i".;il by a siulduii and Ln'iiu'iiiiniis 
Kphish or liiiijeaval iJi'M-alcr, jusi oiTwltat. r.ht^ t ';i.])l.;niE 
styled Ills " ]jorl l)f)\v." At; iJu; s;iUM' mnincntthe 
head of a walrus aiii»e;;r(;d cm tlio surlucc lil<(- ;i 
gigantie black bladder. It seemed to be as Jar^^e as 
the head ol' a small ele])liaiit, and its ivory tusks 
were not h^ss than two j'eet long. Tluire was a 
squart^ bluntn(;sH about the creatuiv^'s head, and a 
savau^e look about its little bloodsliot (.;y(^9, wliieli 
gave to it a very hideous aspect. Its bristliuL^ 
moustache, each hair of which was six inches Ion*;, 
and as thick :is a crow (piill, (h*i]ii)<Ml with brine, and 
it raised ilsi'.ll hi^L^li out of the wiit.cr, turning its ln;iid 
Ji'om side to side willi a ra])idiLy and litlicntiss tji* 
action that one would nut liav(; (;xpcctcil in iin 
animal so unwieldy. [evidently it w;ls looking 
c;aL[erly for somelJiing. 

Catching sight of the Qnw. bnats, it seemed to 
have found what it looked for, imd Jjiade straight 
at them. Leo qiiicUy got leady his Winchester 
repeater, a rifhi wlnrh.iis the reader probably knows, 
can disrlini'ti;; ll dozen or more shot.s in ra))ii] sue- 
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cession ; the cartridges being contained in a case 
resembling a tliick ram jod imdt'r tJie hairel, from 
which tliey are thrust ahaost iuslautaneou.sly iulu 
their places. 

But before the creature gained tlie boats, a second 
great upheaval of water took jilace, and another 
walrus appeared. This was the real eueiuy of whom 
lie liad been in quest. Eoth were bulls of the largest 
and most ferocious description. No sooner did they 
behold each otlu;r, than, with a roar, souuithiug 
betwixt a bark and a bellow, tliey collided, and a 
furious fight began. The sea was churned into 
foam around tlieni as they rolled, reare<l, spurned, 
and drove their tusks into each other's skulls and 
shonldcrs. 

The bofifcM lay quietly by, their occupants looking 
on with interest. The Eskimos were }):i]'ticuhirly 
excited, but no one spoke or acted. 'J'hey all 
seemed fascinated by the fight. 

Soon one and another and another walnis-liead 
came up out of the .sea, and then it was undtii-.-stood 
that a number of cow walruses had come to witness 
the combat ! But the human audience paid little 
regard to tlu^se, so much were they engrossed by the 
cJiief actors. 

It miglit liave been thought, from the position of 
tlieir tusks, which are simply an enlargement and 
prolongation of the canine teeth, that these comba- 
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limia could uiily stviku wiLli them in a downward 
dii'EU'.lion, but. tluH w;is iiol so. On tlii.^ roiiLrary, 
tlioy l.iinioil i.lieir ihit;k iKM";ks Aviih so inucli case 
and i-:i.i)idil.y Hint tlu^y »'.ould sUikt.; in all directions 
willi t'(|^ii;il Toixic, and numerous woi'u tlie wonndft 
infliohul on oitheT side, as tho Idood-red foam soun 
Vi'stiii-M. 

We liavo said tliat tho hunian spt^clatoi'H of liui 
scene remained inaetive, bnt, at the Urst panse, the 
Ca])tain said !ie thou,i,'ht they nii,(;ht as well put a 
stop to llie fi^ht, and advised l.eo to ^dve one of tlieni 
a shot. 

" We '11 not be the worse for a fresli steak," he 
added to Henjy, as Leo was takin*^ aim. 

The elTect of the shot was very \inexpect(^d. 
One of the hulls was hit, but evidently not in a 
deadly ni;inner, for the motion of the boat liad 
disturbed Leo*s 'cdni. J^'aeh combatant turned with 
a look of wild surprise at the interrnptor, and, as 
not, nnfre{|uently happens in cases of interference 
with li^^dits, Vjoth made a furious rush at him. At 
the same momi^.nt, all the cows seemed to be smitten 
with ]>u;_';nar;ity, and joined in the attack. There 
was liarely time to j^et ready, when the furious 
animals were upon them. Guns and rifles were 
pointed, axes and spears t^^raspetl, and oars gripped. 
Even tlie women seized each a S])ear, and stood on 
the dei'ensive. A simultaneous volley checked the 
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enemy for a niomeiil, aud sent one of the cows to 
the bottom ; but with a I'urious bellow tJioy cliai-^aid 
again. 

Tht? great anxiety of the defenders wns to ])revcnt 
the monsters from g(.;tting close to tJio bonis, so as 
to hook on to them witli tlieir tuska, which wouUl 
probably have overturned tliem, or penetrated tlie 
inflated sides. In either case, destruction would have 
been inevitable, and it wns only by the active use 
of oar, axe, and spear that tin's was prevented. 

Twitie did one of the bulls cliarge the Captain's 
boat, and on both occasions lie was met by tlie 
tremendous might of Chingatok, who planted the 
end of an oar on his blunt nose, and thrust him off. 
On each occasion, also, he received a shot from 
the double barrel of Benjy, who fired the fii-st time 
into his open mouth, and the second time into his 
eye, but an angiy cough from the one, aiid a wink 
Irom the other showed that he did not mind it much. 
Meantime the Captain, with the Winclicstcr repeater, 
was endeavouring — but vainly, owing to tlie motions 
of tlie giant, and the swaying of the boat— to get a 
sliot at tlie beast, while 'roolooha, with an axe, was 
coquetting with a somewhat timid cow near the 
stern. 

At last an opportunity ofTered. Ca])tain Vane 
poured hair a dozen balls us cjuick as he could fire 
into tlie head of the bull; which immediately sank. 
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Not less vigorously did the occupants oi the other 
boats receive the charge. Leo, har:;^ more active 
than the Captain, as well as more expert with his 
repeater, slow his male opponent in shorter tiine, 
and witli less expenditure of uirimunition. Butter- 
face, too, gained inucli credit by the prompt manner 
in which he split the skull of one animal with an 
axo. Even Oldooria, the timid, rose to the occasion, 
and displayed unlooked-for heroism. With a barbed 
seal-spear she stood up and invited a baby walrus 
to come on — by looks, not by words. The baby 
accepted the invitation — perhaps, being a pugnacious 
baby, it was coming on at any rate — and Oblooria 
gave it a vigorous dab on the nose. It resented the 
insult by shaking its head fiercely, and endeavouring 
to back off, but tlie barb had sunk into the wound 
and held on. Oblooria also held on. Ooliclnik, 
having just (hiven oft' a cow walrus, liappened to 
observe the situation, and lield on to Oblooria. The 
baby walrus was secured, and, almost as soon as 
the old bull was slain, had a line attached to it, 
and was made fast to the stern. 

"Well done, little girl !" exclaimed Oolichuk in 
admiration, " you *re almost as good as a man." 

Among civilised people this might liavc been 
deemed a doubtful compliment, but it was not so 
in Eskimo-land. The little maid was evidently 
tm^ch pleased, and the title of the Timid One, which 
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Ouliclnik sv';l. -voni to -/iw. hr.v wlioii in ;i sj)Ooi- 
ally fritu^iirint; fninu; ol" niiiif.l, was d);ni. '_',(. m1 Cor the 
lii'jivc Oik: IVoiil tliat diiy. In a few iiu)r(i uuiiutos 
111'; IumI 'jliarLfO uf iLu L'iK;iny wuh rc:])ulntHl, aiul 
Lliosc; of iiicHi Llial uniiaiiuul alive divod back to 
that iialiv Ijoine into \vliii;li tlu; sLiiii had already 
sunk, 

TJiUH undud tliat notable (i^lit with walruses. 

Aftor cousimimaliiig the victory with three chet^s 
and C()iij:,a'atulatLng each otlier, tlie conquerors pro- 
ceeded to exaniiiu; into tlie extent of damage re- 
ceived. Tt was found tliat, beyond a few scratches, 
the Faith and the IIvpc had eHcaiied scathless, but 
the (Viarily had sullered consiilorably. I^osides a 
]>ad n']> in the upper part oi' the gunwale, a STuall 
boh; li:id lieen poked in her side beh)w water, and 
ber aiv-chaniber was fdling rai.)idly. 

"CtMiu: liere, quick, niiole/' cried Alf, in eonster- 
n;i!,i;)it, wlicn lie discovered lliis. 

To his surjjrise the Captain was not so niucli 
alariiioil a^j he bad expected. 

'' It v^nii't sink you, All", so keiip ymn- juind easy," 
bt^ said, Mobile exaiiiiniuij; tbc injury. " You si^e 1 
toi>k e.ar(* to bave the boats nia.ile in couipai'tuLenls. 
It. \\\\\ oidy mwkv. you <:^o lop-sided Jlki; a lame duck 
till I I'.au ]'(']):iir tl)(', daiiiji-.re." 

''JiN'pair ir, itm^le 1 liow can--" 

'■ Niiver niiiiil jusi now, liand out a Manki't, quick 


200 TIIK niANT OF TTIE NOUTII 

I'll explain aft or ; we uuist undorgird her and keep 
out as niucli water as we can." 

Tliis opc;nilion was soon accomplished. The 
bhiTiket WHS jiiissod under tlic l)out and made fast. 
By ])r(^ssing ai^'ainsl Iho injured part it cliecked the 
iullow oi" wattM'. Then the car<^o was shided, and 
part of it was transferred to the other boats, and 
soon tliey M^t;re ivdvanfini; as pleasantly, thuiigli iu)t 
as quickly as before, while the Captain explained 
thfrt; he had brnn.Lrht a solution of gutta perclia for 
the (^x])ress purjtose oi' repairing damages to the 
boats, but that it was im])Ossible to use it until they 
could disembark cither on laud or on an iceberg. 

"We'll come to anotlier berg ere long, no doubt, 
shan't we, Chingatok ?" be asked. 

Tlie Eskimo shook his head and said he thought 
not, but there was a small rocky islet not far from 
where they were, though it lay somewhat out of their 
course. 

On hearing tliis the Ca})tain changed his course 
immediately, and rowed in the direction pointed out. 

"There's wind encmgh u]) there, Jk^Jijy," remarked 
his father, looking up to tlie sky, where the higher 
clouds were seen rapidly passiiig the lower strata 
to the northward, "but how to get the kites set up 
in a dead calm is more than I can tell." 

"There is a way out of the difliculty, falher/' 
said Benjy, pointing behiiul tluim. 


OU rOKINGS HOUNU THE POLE. 201 

He refevrod to a sli,^ht breeze A\'hich was i-uffling 
the sea into what are called cat's paws far astern. 

" Ptiglit hoy, Tv^ht. Prepare to hoist your tops'ls, 
lads," slioiited tlie Cnptain. 

In a few minutes tlie kites were expanded and 
the low-liiu'-s attached. Wlien the light breeze 
canie up tlujy all soared, heavily, it is true, but 
nuijestically, into the sky. Soon reaching the upper 
re^^ions, they caught the steady breeze there, and 
\owed the boats along at the rate of eight or ten 
miles an hour. 

In two hours tliey sighted the islet which Chinga- 
jol^ had mentioned, and, soon afterwards, had landed 
and taken possession oi' it, in the usual manner, 
under the name of Jlefuge Island. 
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CHAPTKR XV. 


mBCtHIKsKH f>I'' \>RF.L' TJMNriS. 


Thk islet, or rock, for it was littlo more, wliitih 
llie explorers had reached, was low uud extnwnely 
barren. Nevertheless it had on it a lar^jfe colony of 
sea- fowl, which received the strangers with their 
wonted clamour of indignation — if not of welcome. 

As it was near noon at the time, the Captiiin and 
Leo went with their sextants to the higlicst part of 
the island to ascertain its position ; the Kskijuos set 
aliout makiiiL^ an encampment, unloading tlic boats, 
etc., and .All", with hammer and butanical b(ix, set off 
on a short Tcimble along tlie coast, aeeonipanied by 
r>enjy and Butter face. 

Sometimes these tlirot^ lce[)t toi^etlKH- ;i.nd (;haU.(!(l, 
at other times they separated a little, (iacli atlraeted 
by some object of interest, or ibllovving tlie luad, il 
might have been, of wayward fancy. Hut they 
never lost sight ol; each oilier, and, af'ttu' a couple of 
hours, converged, as if l)y tacit eon-fmt, until tliey 
met and sat down to i-(^st on a led'ie of roek 
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"Well, r do like this sort o' thing," romaTked 
Benjy, as he wiped his heated ))r()W. " Tliere is 
somethinj^ to irie so pleasant and peacolnl about 
a low rocky shore with tlic sun bhizing overhead 
and the great sea streteliing out flat and white in a 
dead calm with just rip[)le enough to lot you know 
it is all alive and hearty — oidy resting, like a good- 
humoured and sleepy giant." 

"Why, I^en, I declare you Jjre becoming poelieal," 
said Alf with a smile; " your conceptions correspond 
with those oi: Euzzby, who writes : — 

* Great Ooeaii, slumb'riTig in majoatio oalra. 
Lifis like a mighty — a niiglity — ' 

\ — I fear I've forL,a)tlen. Let me see : — 

*Grc:it Ocean, HliimKring in »n;ii(^stic calm, 
Lies liUe a mighty — "' 

- - '* giant in a dwalm," 
Biiggested T^enjy. 

"We 11 change the subject," said Alf, openin/f his 
botanical box and taking out several specimens of 
plants and rocks. "Soo, here are some bits of rock 
of a kiiul that are quite new to me," 

"What's de use oh dem?" inquired Butfccrface 
with a look of earnest sini])] icily. 

"The use?" said l^enjy, taking on hiinself to 
rejdy ; " why, you flatnosed gram])us. don't you 
know that these bits of rock are made for tlie 
express purpose of being carried liome, ide.ntilied, 
classified, labelled, stuck up in a museum, and st:ire.d 
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at by wondering ignoramuses, who care notliiiig 
whatever about them, and know less. Geola<j;ist3 
are constantly going about the world with their 
little hammers keeping up the supply." 

"Yes, ButterCace/' said All", " J'/enjy is partly 
correct ; sucii specimens will be treated as lie 
describes, and be stared at in blank stupidity by 
hundreds of fellows like himself, but tliey will also 
be examined and understood by geologists, who 
from their profound knowledge of the plans whicli 
our Cnjator seems to have had in arranging the 
materials of the earth, are able to point out many 
interesting and useful i'acts which are not visible 
to the naked and unscientiiic eye, such, for instance, 
as the localities wlierc coal and other precious 
things may be found." 

" Kin dey tell whar gold is to be found, masvsa 
Alf?" 

" yes, they can tell that." 

" Den it *s dis yer chile as wishes/' said Butterface 
with a sigli, '* dat he was a jollygist." 

"Oh! Butterface, you're a jolly goose at all 
events," said Benjy; "wouldn't it be fun to go and 
discover a gold mine, and dig up as much as would 
keep us in hap])_y idleness all the rest of our lives? 
But I say, Alf, liave you notiiing better tliau geo- 
logical specin:i(Mi9 in your box no ^riifiological 
specimens. eliV" 
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All" replied liy prudiicing fixjui bis box a paper 
parcel which contuiiu'd >^.orne ol' thu n^iuired speci- 
lueiiw in llif slnipt^ ut' hisciut and prininiicaii. 

"Ca.])il:;d ! Well, yon iirt:^ a good i'cllow, Alf. 
Lot us in:i.k(^ a lahle-cloth of the ]iaper — nuw, 
you undisi'.i])Iiii(":ii bL'uik, dun't ,i;lare so at tin.; vic- 
tuals, else you'll grow too hungry for a moderate 
sui)ply." 

When the trio were in tlie full swing of vigorous 
feeding, the negro paused, with Ids mouth full, 
to ask Alf wliat would be the use of the JMorth Polo 
when it was discovered, 

" Make matches or firewood of it," said Eenjy 
just as he was about to stop up his impudent 
mouth with a lump of pemmicau. 

" Truly, of what use the "Pole itself may be — 
supposing it to exist in the form of a thing," said 
Alf, " 1 cannot tell, but it has already been of great 
use in creating expeditions to the Polar regions. 
You know w(ill enough, Buttei'face, for you ve Ijeen 
round the Ca|)es of Good Hope and Horn often 
t^nonrrli^ what a long long voyage it is to the 
t'.astevu seas, on the other side of the world, and 
what a saving of time and expense it would be if 
we could find a shorter route to those regions, from 
which so many of our necessaries and luxuries come. 
Now, if wii cotild only discover an open sea in the 
Arctic regions which would allow our ships to sail 
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ill a straii^lit line froiu England across the North 
Poh; to He]iriii|L,f's St.iait.s, tlie voyiige to the East 
would be reduced to only ul)out 5000 miles, and we 
.shoulii be a!>le to reacli Japan in three or four 
weeks. Just think what an advantage that would 
be to conunerco !" 

'''I'ea at twopence a pound an' sugar to match - 
not to mention niola.sses antl bacey, you ignorant 
nigger!" said Benjy; — "pass the biscuits." 

"An* Jiow, riiassa Alt*/' said Butterl'uce with an 
eager look, " we 's diskivcred dis open sea — eh !" 

" Well, it seems as if we had." 

'* But what good will it do lis," argued Benjy^ 
becoming more earnest in the discussion, "if it's all 
surrounded by a ring of ice such as we have passed 
over on sledges." 

"U," rept^ated Alf, "in that 'if lies the whole 
question. No iloubt Enterprise has fought heroic- 
ally for centuries to overleap this supposed ring of 
ice, and scii;nce has stood exjjectant on the edge, 
looking eagerly for tht^ day when human persever- 
ancti shall reveal tlui secrets of the Ear North. It 
is true, also, that we at last appear to liave penetrated 
into the great unknown, but who shall say that the 
so-called ice-ring has been fully examined ? Our 
explorations have been hitherto confined to one or 
two parts of it. We may yet find an ever-open 
entrance to this open Polar sea, and our sliips may 
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vvt 1)(^ soon .^.uliii;; i'('^.M]];nly to ;ui(l fVo over the 
Norlli VoW 

'Musi. ^\o" suiil lifMJ.i.y, " :i NorLIi I'olc; hU:;ii!i line 
iniccj II month lo ,J:i[)iin inni hack — first class ficeoni- 
nicxhition ihr second class fiires. Wiilnis aiitl wliite 
■n\[\.y ]);n'l.i(^s ilM)])pod on ilu- way iil. tlic Vole SLur 
ICoUih an easy liip liojn tJa; Pule itself, whicli itiay 
he inn(l(» in Msldino cabs in sinnmer and rcin-dcer 
sleit^Iis in winter. Eeturn tickets avaihible for six 
nionlJis — toucliing at Cliiua, India, Nova Zenibla, 
Kaiutschatbi, and leehmd. Splendid view of Jlecla 
and the ii^roat M'er de Glace of Greenland --fo*Ts 
pei-ntittijig.— Don't eat so much, Eutterface, else 
bu'slin' will surely be your doom." 

" Your ])icture is perliaps a little overdrawn, Ben," 
rejoined AH" with a smile. 

" So would the ancients have said," retorted l^nijy, 
"if you had |)rnph(^-.i{ui that in the nineteentli cen- 
tury our steamers would pass throu<{h the Straits 
oi' llen;ules, u]) the Mediterranean, and over the land 
to hidjii ; or tliat our cousins' steam cjirs would co 
rattling aci'oss the ^Tt^at prjiiries of America, throu^irh 
the vast i'oresta, over and under tlu^ lloeky Mountains 
i'roni the States to California, in seven days; or tliat 
the telephone or electric light shouKi ever come into 
beiTi^r." 

"Well, you see, l^uttcrfact^" said Alf, " tliere is a 
great deal to be said in favour of Arctic exploiation. 
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even at the present day, and despite all tlie relniffs 
tliat we have receiveti. Sir Edward Sabine, one of the 
greatest Arctic; authorities, says of the route from 
the ALlautic to the Pacific, that it in the greatest 
geogra])hical achievement wliicli can be attempted, 
and that it will be the crowning entei-pritie ui" those 
Arctic researches in whicii En^^Land has hitherto 
liad the pre-emiueuce. Why, Buttci'race," coulinueu 
Alf, wanning with his subject, while the enthusiastic 
negro listened as it were with every feature (jf liis 
expressive face, and even the volatile Benjy became 
attentive, " why, there is no telling what might b(i 
the advantages that would arise from systematic 
exploration of these unknown regions, which cover 
a space of not less than two millions five hun- 
dred thousand square miles. It would advance the 
science of liydrography, and help to solve some of 
the difficult problems connected with E([uatorial 
and Polar currents. It would enable us, it is said, 
by a series of pendulum obsei-vations at or near tlie 
Pole, to render essential service to the science of 
geology, to form a mathematical theory of the 
physical condition of the earth, and to ascertain its 
exact confonnation. It would probably throw light 
on the wonderful phenomena of magnetism and 
atmospheric electricity and the mysterious Aurora 
Borealis — to say nothing of the flora of these regions 
and the animal life on the land and in the sea.'* 
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" Why, Ail," i:xchiiiiLU;d Ih.hJ}' iu r>iiri»]'isc, " 1. luul 
iM> itlt;;i, ;» uu vVd'c so dcujjly learned on those 
suhjc^Ls." 

" Deuply it':irtu!d. !" oclioed Alf with ;i Laugh, 
" why, I have only a aniaiteriiif.^ ol' them. Just 
!\ nowii'dLC'/ ('ii()iji,:li t.o ciiabU', nn: in f^oinc sniail 
degn:e lo iijiiM'eeiate tlie vast amount of kiiowl^jdj^e 
wliicli T ])av(; yet to aequire. AVliy 60 yon look 
per|>le>;ed, Hutlerhiee ? " 

"'Cause, Tn;iss;i. you 's too deep for me altoghldei'. 
My lirain no hig 'nongii lu Imld it alL" 

"And yiwir sJiuU's t(»o thirk to let it tlii'iuigli 
Lo tlu.^ little blob of brain that you do ]h)sh(»ss/' 
said i>e!iiy with a kin(ily-enn1.eni|il.iu)iis lnol< at bis 
.saltlt'. iVit;ud. "Oh! ihilnose, you're n lerribbt i.hiek- 
iieail." 

'' You 'h= ric:lit dere. mnws:)/' replie.d llie n(\Lir<>, witb 
a LiTaLilied sniiiii aL what In; deonjed ;i. (juiiuiiinient. 
"Yon shnnld ha' seed mo dat tinn; \vb(Mi 1 w;i,s loetle 
boy down in OU; Virginny, >vhav dey ri/ me, wlien 
my gvan'modcr sbe foun' inc ;l.i('kin' my fist in de 
n>ol;i.ss{\^-jaT an' li(3Jvin* it off. S]ie svv;u*nu:d. at me 
:l!i' Teleb' tne, (un.; kiel:, sbe did, ;iii' H(;ut me sla|.) ti'oo 
ii ])anii<] (lb t\r. ]n\\ dour, an' tamlded me tlown dc 
bjicjc :d.;i.ir, vvh;ir i Jblh'-d uvcr de oiIl^o an' liiniU-d on 
do top lib a. l^ar harriil wMcb my head run into. I got 
on my le^s, 1 did, wiv dilliculty, an' runned away 

nevor .1 bit "le worse not, oven :i iienciache only it 

u 
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was tree irionths afore I ^^ot dat tar riglitly out o' 
my wool. Yes, my head 's t'ick 'nougli." 

While Butterfacc was speaking, Leo and the Cap- 
tain were seen ap])roaching, and tlie tliree rose to 
meet them. There was a gi-ave solemnity in tlie 
Captain's look which aliirmed them. 

" Nothing wrong 1 hope, nnele ?" sr^aid Alf. 

"Wrong I no, lad, there's notliing wrurjg. On the 
contrary, everything is right. Why, where do you 
thinlv we have got to ?" 

"A hundred and fifty miles frem liie Pole/' said 
Alf. 

"Less, less," said Leo, with an excited look. 

"AVe are not more," said the Caplaiii slowly, as 
he took ofl' Ids hat and wijied his brow, "not more 
than a hundred and forty miles from it." 

"Then we could he there in three days or sooner, 
with a good breeze," cried Benjy, whose enthusiasm 
was aroused. 

"Ay, Ben, if there was nothing in the way • but 
it's quite clear from what Chingatok says, that wo 
are drawing near to his native land, wliich cannot 
be more than fifty miles distant, if so much. You 
remember he has told us his honu^ is one of a 
f^roup of islands, some of which arti large and 
some small ; some mountainous and others ilat and 
swampy, affording food and shelter to myriads of 
wild fowl ; 80, you see. after wo get there our pro- 
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giv^sR nortliwaid Ihrougli suolj a ('.ouiitry, AviUiout 
rnjiiis or V(.;liic,lt:;H, won't ha at Ui« I'tiLc of tea iiulcs 
an hour hy any inoaii^^/' 

" Jicsidos," ail(l(;d LoO; "it would not bo politci to 
Chin^^xtok's conntiymcn I'F we n'cru to Icavi; tluiTn 
lui mediately after arriving. Pur]Ki]>s tluiy \vonl(i 
not lotus .t^o, so 1 fear tliat we slia'nt gain the end 
of our journey yet a while, but that does not matter 
niucli, for we're sure to make it out at last." 

"What makes the matter more uncertain/' 
resumed the Captain, as they sauntered back to 
camp, "is the fact that this northern arcliipclago 
is peopled by different tribes of Eskimos, some of 
whom are of a warlike spirit and frequently give the 
otiiers trouble. However, Chingatok says we shall 
have no difficulty in reaching this Aothing — as he 
will insist on styling the Pole, ever since 1 explained 
to him that it was not a real Imt an iuKigiiiary 
point." 

"I wonder how Anders ever got him to under- 
stand what an imaginary ]>()i]it is," siiid I'oiijy. 

"That has puzzled me too," rettirncd the (Japlain, 
"but he did get it screwed into him somehow, and 
the result is — Nothing!" 

'* Out of iiothing nothing comes, remarked Leo, 
as the giant suddenly appeared IVom behind a rock, 
" but assuredly notJdng can beat ('hingatok in size or 
magni licence, which is more than anything else can." 
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The Eskimo had been searching for tlie ahgcntiies 
to announce that dinner was ready, and that. Too- 
looha was impatient to begin ; they all therelorc 
quickened tlieir ])ace, and soon alter i;amc within 
scent of tlie savoury mess wliii^h luul been prepared 
Cur them by the j^dauVs squat but- aiuiuldc niotlier. 
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CHAPTEII XVI. 


AUrjVAL IN POJ.OKI.AND. 


FoiiTUNE, wliicli had liitlierto proved favourable 
to our brave oxplurors, did not dcsurl tliem at the 
eleventh hour. 

Soon ailer their arrival at Keluge Island a lair 
wiud sprang up iVoni tlie south, and when the 
Charity liad been carefully patched and repaired, 
the kites were sent up and the voyage was continued. 
That day and nit^ht they spent again upon the 
bountllesa sea, for the island was soon left out of 
siglit behind them, though the wind was not very 
fresh. 

Towards morning it fell calm altogether, obliging 
them to haul down the kites and take to the oars. 

" It can't be far off now, Chingatok,*' said the 
Oax^taiti, who became rather impatient as the end 
drew near. 

"Kot far," was the brief reply. 

"Larid ho!" slujuted i.>enjy, about half-an-hour 
aftcir that. 
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UuL Meiijy was forced to lulmit that anxicly Imd 
Ciuisct] liim to luki; an iceberg (ju tliu horizon fur 
laud. 

*' Well, auyliow you must admit/' said lieujy, on 
ap|jro{u.;Iiiii^r tlie ]ii;r^r^ "that it's bi^ ^iiiougU for a 
ibllow to mistake it t'oi' a mountain. T wonder 
wbat it 'a doiiii,^ lu^n* without any brothors or sisters 
to ktKij) it company." 

" IJnder-curronts brought it here, lad," said the 
Captain. " Yon sue, such a monster as that must go 
vary deep down, and tlie warm under-current lias 
not yet melted away enough of his base to permit 
tlie surface -current to carry him south like tlie 
siTiaUer iriembers of his family. He is still travel- 
ling north, but that won't last long. He'll soon 
bucomo small enough to put about and go the other 
way. 1 never saw a bigger fellow than that, Benjy. 
Hayes the Ainei'ican mentions one which he 
Tueasured, about 315 feet high, and nearly a mile 
long. It had been grounded for two years. He 
calculated tliat tliero must have been seven times 
as much of it below water .-is there was above, so 
tliat it was stranded in nearly lialf-a-mile depth of 
water. This berg cannot be far short of that one 
in size." 

*' Hm ! probably then his little brothers and 
sisters are being now crushed to bits in l^aflln's 
Bay," said l^enjy. 
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"Not unlikoly, V>nn, if they've not; Jihcady been 
!iirlteil in Llio AthuiUc, wliicli will bi) this one's fate 
at last — soonur or Liter/' 

From a pool on this berg lliey obtained a aupply 
of pure fresli water. 

When our explorers did at last sight the land it 
Came upon them unexpectedly, in the form of an 
island so low tliat they were quite close before 
observing it. The number of gulls hovering above 
it might have suggested its presence, but as these 
birds frequently hover in large flocks over shoula 
of small fish, little attention was paid to them. 

" Is this your native land, Chiugatok?" asked the 
Captain, quickly. 

" No, it is over there," said the Eskimo, point- 
ing to the distant horizon ; " this is the first of the 
islands." 

As they gazed they perceived a mountain-shaped 
cloud so faint and far away that it had almost 
escaped observation. Advancing slowly, this cloud 
was seen to take definite form and colour. 

•' T knew it was !" said Benjy, " but was afraid of 
making another mistake." 

Had the boy or his father looked attentively at 
the giant just then, they would have seen that hia 
colour deepened, his eyes glittered, and his great 
chest heaved a little more than was its wont, as he 
lookeil over his shoulder while laliourin-i at Lhe 
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oarw. rorlinps wo slimilrl liavo said ])lay(Ml wit.lj l.li. 
oavR, for tlioy were mere toys in. liis .t^nis]). (JliiuLfii- 
tok's litik; jiu)tlier also was eviiltnilly aiructod ]:)y 
Ilio Higiil oC liome. Hut the (J;Lj)tain and liis hoji 
saw it nut Liit\y were too iiuicli ()[.:c;upi{.ul \\\[.h 
tlieir own th(ni;.;Ii(,s aiul feelinjfs. To tlic I^niilitOi- 
mcii tlu* siulit of land voiistMl t)nly one fri-(iat, ;]1] . 
enji;iu-:sing tluni-lit — Mie ."Noilli .l*ol(.:l wliicii, dcspiti" 
tlie absnrdky of the idea, would present itsiAT in Llie 
ibnn oi" an n])i'i(^ht ])ost of tcMTifu; nnii^uitudd a 
worthy axle-tree, as it were, for tlie world to iwolve 
upon. To the big Eskimo land presented itself in 
the form of a palatial stone edifice measuring (ifltu'ii 
feet by twelve, with a dear pretty little wife chol; 
ing luTseir in the smoke of a cooking- lam]), and 
a darling litUe hoy choking liimsoli' with a iJiass 
of walrus blubber. Tims the same object, wlieii 
presented to dill'erent minds, sng;:4i!stod ideas that 
were 

*■ Divcrst; ;i.s v.iilm fnmi lliMmlcr, 

It wa.r. mithiight >\'hE'n the Imats drew nciir to 
land. The island in whieh siofnl tlie giant'.^ humble 
home seemed to Cu])ta.i!i Yauc. not nmvo (Jia.n eiLdd. 
or ten miles iu extent, and rose to a modci'ate 
height- — ap])arenlly nbont live or six huntli-cd fci^t. 
It was ]>ictures(pie in ibrm and com]>o.se.d of nigged 
rocks, the m;Lrk^^ on whieh, and the innumi'.i-alile 
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i){»uli!i;r,- I'vtMywliore, showed that at nnine remot« 
periotl (jf Mit; \roi-](i\s history, it hud been subjccttHl 
to thfj infhioiuu:! of glatiiiil action. No glucitir was 
viKil)ic now, liuwcvor — only, on the rocky Kuumjjt 
lay a ]Kttch or two of the last wiut(jv's snow-drift, 
v/iiif;li WHS too duO]) for the snuuner sun to melt 
r.Wfiy. iM'oni tins .storehouse of water guslied niunei- 
ous tiny I'ivulets which brawlctl cheerily rather than 
noisily a7nong tlie rocks, watering tlie rich grcoJi 
nu»ss('s and gi-asses which abounded in patcJuiS ev(ny- 
when.;, and i^iving life to countless wild ilowor.s 
and berries wliich deeketl and enriched the land. 

Just off the island— which by a strange coinci- 
dence the inhabitants had named I'uhjc - there were 
hundreds of other islets of every shape and size, 
but nearly all of them low, and many flat and 
swamp}'' the breeding-grounds of myriads of ^\'atcr- 
fowl. Tli(ire were lakelets in many of these islt\s, 
in the midst of which were still more diminutive 
islets, whose moss-covered rocks and fringing sed^^'cs 
wore reflected in the crystal water. Under a cliff 
on the main island stood the Eskimo village, a col- 
h'Ction ol' stone huts, l)athed in the slanting liglit 
ol' the midnight sun. 

liut no sound issued from tliese huts or from the 
n(^,i_i,Oil)nuring islands. It was the period of r(»st for 
man ami bird. Air, earth, and water wi'jo locked 
in jii'ofound silence and repose. 
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'* We Ve got to Paradise at last, father/ was the 
first sound that broke tli« sileueo, il" wu exoupt Uie 
geiillt; dip of the ours and the ri^jpling water on the 
how 

"Looks liku it, Boujy," rephed the Captain. 

A wakeful do<T on sliore was the iivst to sc(-nt 
the coming strangers. He gave vent to a low growl 
ft was tlie k'jynoto to the canine choir, wliicli 
immediately sent up a howl of discord. Forthwith 
from every hut there leaped armed men, anxious 
women, and terrified children^ which latter ruslied 
towards the clifl's or took refuge among the rocks. 

" Hallo ! Chiugatok, your relations are not to be 
taken by surprise," said the Captain— or something 
to tiiat effect — in Eskimo. 

Tlie giant shook his head somewliat gravely. 

" They must be at war," he said. 

" At war ! whom with ?" 

" With the Neerdoowulls ," replied Chiugatok with 
a frown. " They are always giving us trouble." 

"Not badly named, father," said Benjy; "one 
W(mld almost think they m;ist be of Scotch ex- 
traction.*' 

At that moment the natives — who had been 
gesticulating wildly and brandishing spears and 
bone knives with expressions of fury that denoted 
a strong desire on their part to carve out the hearts 
and triin.^lix the livers of the new-comers - siuhk^nly 
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^avt^ vent to a shout ol' surprise, wliicli was suc- 
ctuickid by a scrcinu of joy. Chingatok liiid stood 
up in the boat and beini n:eoi,'nisi!d. The giant's 
i\(,iy — jiii^ iLpprupriaU^iy hir^^o ouo- -had h(.^en the Jir.st 
to observe him, and exi)resHed its feelings by wag- 
[»i!i^- its tail to such an (extent tliat its hind legs had 
iiiheulty in kuopin*^', tin-, L;vound. 

Linniediately on landing, the party Avas surrounded 
by a clanujrons crow, who, to do them justice, took 
very little notice ol" the strangers, so overjoyed were 
they at the n^turn oi" tluiir big countryman. 

Soon a little pleasant though iiattish-laced 
woman pushed through the crowd and seized the 
giant, '.rhis was his wife Pingasuk, or Pretty One. 
She was peMte — not much larger than Oblooria the 
timid. The better to get at her, Chingatok went 
down on liis knees, seized her by the shoulders, and 
rubbed her nose against his so vigorously that the 
smaUer nose bid lair to come off altogether. Ke 
had to stoop still lower when a stout urchin of 
about live years of age came up behind him and 
tried to reach his face. 

" Meltik ! " exclaimed the giant, rubbing noses 
gently I'or I'ear of damaging him, " you are stout 
and fat, my son, you have been eating much blubber 
—good." 

At that moment Chingatok's eyes fell on an object 
which had hitherto escaped his observation. It waa 
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H JilXJo round yellow head in his wife's hood, with a 
pair of sMKill hlack eyes wliich stared at him in 
blank surprise. Ife made a snatch at it and drew 
f'ortli — a linked baby ! 

"Our ^ii'lie," said the wifo; with a ploiised hut 
anxious look; " duri't s([ueeze. SIjo is very you ig 
and tender — like a baby Kcal." 

The ghid Jatlier ti'ied to i'ohl the creature to his 
bosoin ; nearly dropped it in liifl excess of tender 
ciuitiou ; thrust it liastijy back into liis wife's liood, 
and rose to f,n"v(i a respectful greetin<r to an aged 
man witli a seiubby white beard, wlio came forward 
at th(^ moment. 

''WIio are tliese, my son?'' asked tlie old man, 
])ointing to the Eiiglishmtm, who, standing in a 
group with amused expressions, watched the meet- 
ing above described. 

"Tliese are the Kabhinets. father. I met tliem, 
as r exj)ecle[l, in tlie far oifland. The poor creatures 
were wandering about in a gi-eat kayak, which they 
liave lost, searching for nothing !*' 

" Searching for nothing ! my son, that cannot be. 
It is not possible to searcli for nothing — at least it 
is not possible to 11 ud it." 

''I^ut that is what they come here for," persisted 
Chingatok; -"tlicy call it the Nort Pole." 

"And wliat is the Nort Pole, my son?" 

" It is nothing, father." 
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The old man Idukutl nt liia Htatrlysoji with .some- 
thing of aiixii^iy iiiinj^'li;(,l with liis siiijuiHij. 

"llaG Chiiigjitok Ijccoiuc ;i I'uo], like tlie Kahlu- 
iiets, sinco he left lioiiie?" lu; askud in a h)\v voia;. 

" Chiiigatok is not sure/' replied the Liiant, gravely. 
"Ife. has seen so niueh to puzzle liim sijiee lie went 
away, that he sonietimes feels foolish." 

The old Eskiirio looked steadily at his son for a 
few moments, and shook his lioad 

"I will speak to these men — these- foolish ]iien" 
he said. " Do tliey understand our lan^ua^^i ?" 

"Some of them imderstand and speak a little, 
father, hut they have with them one named Unders, 
who interprets. Come here, Unders." 

Anders promptly stepped to the j'ront and inter- 
preted, while the old Eskimo put Captain Vane 
throu^di an examimiiio!! of uncommon huiL^th and 
severity. At the close of it he shook Ids head with 
profound gravity, and turned again to his son. 

"You have indeed hi-ought to us a set of fools, 
Chint^^atok. Your voyage to the far olT lands has 
not been very sutxessfuL These men want some- 
thing tliat they do not understand; tliat they could 
not see. if it was before them ; that they cannot 
describe wht^n they talk about it, and that they 
could not lay hold of if they iiad it." 

" Yes, father," sighed Chingatok, " it is as 1 told 
you — nothing; only the Nort Polo — a mere name." 
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A new light seemed to break in on Chiiigatok ns 
lie said tliiS; for he added quiekly, '* But, father^ a 
name is so nu thing -—my name, Chingatok, is soinc- 
tliirig, yet it is nothing. You cannot see it, yon do 
not lay hold of it, yet it is there," 

"Toohoo! my son, that is so, no douht, hiit your 
name describes 7/ow, and you are Konietliing. No 
one ever goes to a tar-olf land to searcli for a name. 
If this Nort Pole is only a name and not a thing, 
how can it he ?" exclaimed the old man, turning on 
his heel and marching off in a paroxysm of meta- 
physical disgust. 

He appeared to change his mind, however, for, 
turning abruptly back, he said to Anders, " 'J'ell these 
strangers that 1 am glad to see them ; that a house 
and food shall be given to them, and that they are 
welcome to Poloe. Perliaps their land— the far-off 
land — is a poor one; they may not have enough to 
cat. If so, they may stay in this rich land of mine 
to hunt and fish as long as they please. *But tell 
them that the Eskimos love wise men, and do not 
care for foolishness. They must nc^t tidlc any more 
about this search after nothing — this Nort Pole — 
this nonsense — huk !" 

Having delivered himself of these sentiments with 
mncli dignity, the old man again turned on his heel 
with a regal wave of the haxid, and marched up to 
his hut. 
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"Tliat muGt be tlie King of Poloo," whisporod 
(^fj,])1n.iii Viine to Leo, endeavouring to siqipress a 
snnle (it tlic couclinling caution, ns tlicy followed 
Aiidei's and one of tlie natives to the hut set apart 
for ilioni. 

Th(i Captain was only lialf riglit. Anialatok 
was indeed the ehief uf the island, but tlie respect 
and deference sliown to him by the tribe were owing 
more to tlie man's age and personal worth, than to 
his rank. He h;id succeeded his father as chief of 
the tribe, and, during a long life, had led his people 
in council, at the hunt, and in war, with consummate 
ability and success. Although old, he still held the 
reins of power, cliiefly betiause his eldest son and 
rightful successor — Chingatok's elder brother — was 
a weak-mindod man of little capacity and some- 
what malignant disposition. If our giant had been 
his eldest, he would have resigned cheerfully long 
ago. As it was, he did not see his way to change 
the custoiWH of the land, though he could not tell 
when, or by whom, or under what circumstances, 
tlie order of succession had been establislied. Pro- 
bably, like many other antit|uated customs, it had 
been originally tlie result of despotism on the part 
of men in power, and of stupid acquiescence on the 
part of an untbiukin^ pcnjilc. 

On rcacliiuf: his hut the old chipf sat down, and, 
I o Tiing carelessly n-ain^t tlio wall, he toyed with 
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a l)it of walrus rib, as an En;^dishiii;ui niiglit with a 
pair of init--(.;mt'lv(.:rs at (ItJ.ssui'L 

" Why (lid yuu Iji'iiig tliosR barhai'iaiis liero V 
" L (lid iiol. bring Uujin, fatlicr, Micy bnuighL me," 
said Uu-! sou with a dt^jrooating glaijr.c. 

'' I lulc ■" ijxclainicd tluj cliiuf, allur wliiidi lie 
added, "Inim!" 

It was evident Lliat hi; had rcicdved now light, and 
was meditating thtM-coii. 

" My son," continued iVmalatok, *' these Kaiduncts 
seem to bo stout-bodied fellows; can they liglit- - 
are they brave ? " 

"They are brave, father, very ])rave. Kvi^.n the 
little one, whom they call Eunjay, is brave— also, lie 
is funny. T have never seen the Kabhmets fight with 
loen, but they fight well with th(j bear and th(i walrus 
and the ice. They are not such fools as yon seem t<j 
think. True, about this nothing — this Noit I^olo— 
they are quite mad, but in otiuir matters thciy an- very 
wise and knowing, as you shall S(je before h»itg-" 

"Good, good," remai'ked the old (;hii;f, Hinging 
the walrus rib at an intrusive dog with sign id 
Huecess, " T am glad to hear you say that, l)ecause 
T may want their help." 

Amalatok showed one symptom of tnic gniatiiess 
~a readiness to divest himself of pii^jndice. 

"lV>r what do you reipiire. their help, fatlier?" 
af:l:ed C'hingatok. 
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Instead ol' iitiswuriiu';, l.lie old (;lii(?f wi'eiiclied off 
finot.injr walrus rili IVorn iUs TiidJvo lnu'k- Itone, and 
hi-'li:]]] in -iiasv il, i;i'o\vliii^^Iy, fis if it wen; liis e.ueniy 
and luj ;i dui;. 

"Aly I'uthur is distiirbi^d in his mind," said tlio 
gijud; ill a syini'alhifiin^^ tono. 

Kviui a If'.ss oljsc'rvatit man tlian Clungatok nii^dii, 
have suori that tlio old cliiul' was not only distnrhcid 
in mind, bnt alsi) in l>ody, for his features twitched 
convid.siviily, and his face grew red as lie thou^dit 
oT his wi'uiit^s. 

" JJsUiii," said Anirdatok, flini^d.n;^f the i-ib at 
anoLlier intrusive dog, again with success, and lay- 
iTig his hand ini])ressively ou liis son's arm. "My 

en(^my, (rraltaTitak that bellowing walrus, that sly 

seal, that imi[)ty-skulled puffin, that porpoise, cor- 
morant, jiarwhal — s-s-s-a !" 

The ohl man vSet liis tcetli and hissed. 

"Well, niy fatiier?" 

"It is not well, my son. Tt is all ill. That 
niarrowloss hear is sliiriiig up his people, and there 
is no doubt tJiat we shall soon be again engaged iu 
a blooily — a usf'/cs.^ war." 

"What is it all about, father?" 

"About ! — about nothing." 

"TTuk : :ibr)iit N"(jrt Tohi— nothing," murmured 
CMiingatok — his tlHuights divi^rtud by tlui woi-d. 

'*No, it is worse tlian N(trt l*ole, worse than 
P 
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iiuthiii<:;" Ttiiuniod the cliitil" sUu'iily ; " il is a small 
island — vory snia]l — so siiklU tli;it a seal would not 
tove it I'or a bicalliing-place. Xolliing un it; no 
moss, no ^4-iLss. Birds wuii't stay tln.'ro — only lly over 
it and wink wit.li contc^ni])t. Yet Gi"abanLM.k says lio 
must have it — it is within the bounds oi" kls land !" 

'' Well, let him hav(i it, if it be so worthless," saiil 
(Jhin^atok, mildly. 

'\Let liini liave it!" shouted tlie eliiei", start- 
in^^ up with such violence as to overturn tlie 
cooking-lamp — to which he paid no re<^ard whattiver 
- and striding about the small hut savagely, "no, 
never! I will light liim to the last gasp; kill all 
his men; slay his women; drown his childrtm ; 
level his huts; burn up his meat — " 

Amalatok paused and glared, ap])arently uncer- 
tain about the propriety of wasting good meat. 
The }>ause gave his wratli time to cool. 

"At all eveuts," lie continued, sitting down again 
and wrenching oil' aiiother rib, *'we must call a 
council and have a talk, for we may expect him 
soon. When you arrived we took you for our 
enemii^s." 

"And you were ready for us," said Chingatok, 
with an approving smile. 

''lluki" returned the chief with a res])onsive 
nod. " Go, Chingatok, call a council of ni} braves 
for to-night, and see tliat these miserable starving 
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Kabluiiety have uiiougli of bliibbui' wlujrewith to 
ytuff themsol vu.s." 

Our *;iiUiL did not dvjmi it worth while to (explain 
to his ratlicii' petuJaut iathia- tJiat i\iu Ku^Wtihmen 
were 11^0 revui'He of stai'ving, but Juj i'oll the iinport- 
auce of raising tluuji in the old cliitifa Ojjiiuou 
without dehiy, and look measures accordingly. 

"Blackbeard," ho said, eutoriug the Captaijus hut 
and sitting down with a troubled air, "my father 
does not think much of you. Tell him that, 
Unders." 

"I understand you well enough, Chingatok ; go 
on, and let nie know why the old man does not 
tln'nk well of nie." 

"He thinks you area fool," returned the plain- 
spoken Eskimo. 

" irnil I'm not altogether suipised at tliat, Jad. 
1 've somotimes thouglit so myself. Well, 1 suppose 
you 've come to give nie some good advice to make 
me wiser — eh ! Chingatok?" 

" Yes, that is what J come for. Do what I tell 
you, and my father will begin to tliink you wise." 

"Ah, yes, the old story," remarked J^enjy, wlio 
was an amused listener — for his father translated 
in a low tone ibr the benefit of his comjjanions as 
the convei'satiou proceiided— " the same liere as 
everywhere — Do as 1 tell yon and all will be well !" 

" Hold your toiig\u\ l?en," whispered All'. 
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"Wijll, wlial inn I to do?" tisked. tlu; Captain. 

" Invitf^ luy I'iilliiM- to ji i'east," said Cliingalok 
enizf'.vly, "and inc» l.do, ;uk1 iiiy luoUieL' too; fvlso inv 
wifti, JiTid soTTio. oT the Lravt.'S with lh(>ir wives. 
And. yuu nmsl, '^ivc iis luskit au' — what do you call 
that hvowii stall'?" 

'' OolTod," Hiijj^ostcd tlie Captain. 

'* YoH, (aifly, also tee, and slioogrc, and seal st — 
St— whnt.?" 

"Steak- eh?" 

" Yes, st.ik, and cook them all in the Ht ani^e 
lamp. Von niuat ask us to see the iVu\st cooked, 
[uul then we will eat it." 

It will be observed that when Chintratok inter- 
polated l^nglLsh words in his discourse his pro- 
nunc.iiitifni was not perlect. 

"Well, yon are the coohist fellow I've met with 
for many a day ■ To order a feast., invite yourself 
to it, lianie the rest of the company, as well as the 
victnals, and insist on seeiuLj the cookin,L,' of the 
same," said the Captain in luit^lish ; then, in Kskinio, 
— '^AVoll, nhin.L,ratok, T will do as yon wish. When 
wonlfl yon like supper?" 

*' Now," re])lied the j^iant, witli decision. 

''You hear, Hiitterface," said the Ca])tain when 
lie had tranfdated, "^^o to work and get your pots 
and ])a.ns ready. See that you put your best foot 
foremoMi. It will be aturuing- point, this feast, I see." 
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N{.'0(1 \vc siiy tliat. tlit*. f\'.ast; wus iv great success? 
'I'!;'.* wives, lli^•llly ]t](';ist'i] ;i.l 1.1 uj MlfciiLiuii |);iiil 
{]■■ m hy tJni sIt;iu;.';cis, vvim'c won oviM" at once. 
Tlic wliolu I'Lirty, wiicn jis.'^onilili.'d in tin..; liut, 
waf:ciii.Ml with I.Ik^ }iu>^.l iiidusciihiLblti iisLoni.sljiimiit 
llio |n-(j(.;('r(IinL(s oi" f-Iu* iK^gnj- iiiinsoll" ;i l]\iji;.'; 
miracle — as Ik; miiuipulatcd a Jiia.cliiiUi wliivii, in 
separaLo c;(}inj)iirtiiierils, cuukcd steaks and boilcil 
ten, cofibc, or Jinyl.liiii^ (/Ist:, by iiusMis oi' a, spirit 
himy ilia few minutes. On. lii-st tasiin;^' the liot 
liquids llujy lonkoil at (^acli oilier suspit^iously ; Lheu 
us tlic KU'^^ar tickled their ])alates, tliey smiled, tilled 
their pannikins, drained tlicni to llie dve.jj;;ij and 
asked for num^ 1 

The J'east lasted loji^i(, and was lii,Li;hJy iipjii-eciateAL 
Wlien the ec)M\[ta.uy i-etired- whicli did nob hapjien 
nutil the Ca])tain tlecLired .lie had nolliiui'; more to 
<;ivc tJieni, and turned the (iookinu appai-iiUis npsid(j 
down to prove ^v.1j;lI he said — there? was not a. man 
or woman amon^r them who did not lu^h.l a.nd even 
.loudly assert tiial the .lv;d)hinets were, wise nuMi. 

After llie least the council of war was held and 
the stra.n^crs were allowed to l)e ]iresent. Thei-e 
was a. ^;n'eat deal of talk — ])rol)ahl3' some of it wits 
not nmcli lo the point., hut tluM'ci was nv) interruption 
f)r undignified confusion. 'fhei'(.' was a peiiee. ■]iavty, 
of course, and a war-])arty, but the latter jjievailed. 
It too often does ko in Jnimai: al'lair:. Chingatok 
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was uuderstood to favour the peace-party, but as 
his sire was on the other side, respect kept him 
tongue-tied. 

"These Eskinio.s rcvoronce a<:^r. and are respectful 
to woTiieii/' whispered Leo to Alf, "so we "may not 
call tlicTu savat:^es." 

The old chief S])Oko last, summing up the argu- 
ments, as it were, on liotli sides, and ^'iving Ids 
re[isons for favouring war. 

''The island is of no use," he said; "it is not 
worth a seal's nose, yet (.i-rabantak wishes to tear it 
from us — us wlu) have possessed it since the for- 
gotten times. Why is this? because he wishes to 
insult us ('huk!' from the audience). Shall wo 
submit to insult? shall we sit down like frightened 
birds and see the black-livered cormorant steal what 
is ours ? si 1 all the courage of tlie l^oloes be questioned 
by all the surrounding tribes? Never! wliile we 
have knives in our hoots and speai's in our Jjaiids. 
We will figlit till we conquer or till we are all (h'jid 
— till our wives ai'e husbandlcss and our cliildron 
fatherless, and all our stores of meal and oil are 
gone ! (* huk ! huk !*) Then shall it lie said by sur- 
rounding tribes, ']>eliold ! }io\v^ bravo were the 
Tolooa 1 they died and left their wives and little 
children to perish, or mourn in slavery, rather than 
submit to insult!' " 

The "hnkri" that, liivelcd the conclusion of the 
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apeoch wore so loud and numerous that the 
uafortunato puac'e-uralctM-R were forced to hide their 
diiTiiinshe>d hcatls. 

Thus did A 1 M M 1 iitnk resolve to j^o to war for 
"worse than Xorl, ViAi\ — Cor iioUiiiig"^ — nitli(^r tluui 
snhniit to insult ! 

* H nifty Tint In- ninvprnpriiilelifirc t.n pnhit nul tli;it h^skimn P.ivai^rH 
:.-.-e soniPtiiTiRR e(]ii:i.llc[l, if not suriniRBefi, in this rftspw't, by dvilif«)*l 
ftii.I cvtm Cliristi:iii unliona. 
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CnAPTJOK XVTI. 

THK EKFKCT OK iMtRSlJARlON uN IUVKIiSK CrrAKAC'TKRS, 

Tjir: u'n.rlikn l.iiinlmicie.s ofC^aliantiik. tin? iiortliom 
fcavagi;, liad llio lilTc et of ouinju^.lliii,^' CapUii.ji Vane 
Riid liis ])iii1.y f.o ilelay for a tjoiisitli-rahlu time iJieir 
tdiurts to reach l.hu .role. Tliis was all tlie uiow) dis- 
tL'Ossiiig thai Uu3y hail by that time ii]>])i'oa.ched 
Ko very near to it. A caveliilly iiiii.de ohservation 
]>laced the islatul oiTuloo in ]at 88^^ ,10' lO", about 
iH) treograpliical, or ]04- English statute nules IVoni 
the Pole. 

There was no lielj) foi- it, however. To ]iave 
ventured on Grabantak's territor}^ wliile war was 
ini])eniliMg would have been to e<nM"i. (h^wtruetion. 
(Ja])tain Vane saw therefore tliat tlie oidy way of 
advancing liis own en.nse was to ])i'()niote peace 
betv/ecn tlie tribes. Witli a vit-w In tliih lie fsouglit 
an interview with the old eliicf Auudatok. 

"Wliy do you wish to go to war?" he. askeil. 

"I do not wish to go to M'ar," an.swered the 
chief, Frowning iicreely. 


on rOKINGS l^OUND TIIK TOLK. 233 

"Why do you ^o llujii?" said Uic Captain in a 
soOi-liiiiL^ tone, for lu; was vtM-y anxious not to rouse 
tlu; cliii^r's aii^iiv ; but ho v>'as uusucutissrul, J'or tlie 
question. stM^iiicd to set Iho old man on firu. lie 
sLai't.(.'.il u]), {^rinding his teotli and stridiiij^r about 
iiis Init, JoioiikiiiLT over pots, oil caus, and cooliin;^- 
Liinps stunewiiat liko tliat iVunous bull whidi got into 
a cliina, sho]). J-'inding tlu: space too small for liim 
lu? suddenly dropped on his knees, crept throu;L,rh 
the low L'ul ranee, siirun*^' up, and began to stride 
a1)0ut more oonil'ortably. 

I'lio open air calmed him a little. ITe ceased to 
;;Tiuil his teeth, and stopping in IVout of the Captain, 
who liad i'ollowed him, said in a low growl : — 

" J)o you think 1 will submit to insult?" 

" SnniB men have occasionally dune so wath 
;ulv;iut:i,c;i^'* answered the ('aptain. 

" Ivahlunels iniiy do so, Kskhuos never /" returned 
the ohl man, resuming his huiTicd walk to and fro, 
and the grinding oChis teeth again. 

"11* Amalatok were to kill all his enemies — all 
the men, women, and. (;1iildren," said tlie Captain, 
raisin;^ a, Jieree gleam of satislaetiou in llu^ old 
man's i'ace at Lla^ mere suggestion, "and if he were 
lo knock down -.ill tlieir huts, and burn u]) all their 
kayaks and oomiaks, tlui insult would still renniin, 
because an insult, can only be wiped out by ojie's 
enemy f.:onf(;syiug his sin iind repeutijig." 
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For a few seuonds Amalatok stood silent ; his 
eyes lixcil un tlie t;n)imd as it" he were puzzled. 

"The white iruiu is riglit," he said at length, 
"hut if i killed thcin all I shouhl he avenged." 

" Vengeance is mine, saith the ijord," ]ea]"»cd 
naturally to tlie Captain's mind ; but, reflecting 
tliat ihe man heftue him was a licathen wliu would 
not admit the value (jf the cjuotation, lie paused a 
momoni, or two. 

"And whiit," lie then said, "if Grahantak should 
kill Amalatok and all jiis ujeji, and carry away the 
women and children into shivery, would the insult 
be wiped out in that case? Would it not rather be 
deepened?" 

"True, it would; hut then we should all be dead 
■ — we should not care." 

"Tiio me.n would all he dead, truly," returned the 
Captain, "but perliajjs the women and children left 
behiml might care. They would also suifer." 

"Go, go," said the Eskimo chi(^f, losing tem[>cr 
as he lost ground in the argnnuint; "what can 
Kahlunets know about such matlcrs? Y(jii tell mo 
you are nuiu of pt^ace ; that your religion is a religion 
of peace. Of course, then, you understand uothinj,' 
about war. Co, I have been insulted, ami T viiust 
fight." 

Seeijig that it would be fruitless talking to the 
old chi(.:f while he was in tliis IVamc of mind, Ciiplairi 
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Vaiit^, ItWl liiiii uiul n'tunit'tl {<> hla, own luilj wlicre 
lie round (:iiiiiL::i,Uj]^ uml Lvo (.'i]j.;;iL^L*d in uaniest 
i'.ijovcrsa.1ioii — All* luui Utuijy Ixiin^' biltijiL li.sU.:ncrs. 

''I'm ^l:"i(l you'vo ronu^, niicli^" .said [.liu, ni;i]<iii^^ 
looin fill- liiiii. (HI llu.; l.ui'l" scut; "Ijccuuhc (Jliiiigulok. 
anrl I ivrti discuHsin^u' the suliji'cl orwur; ;ind- 

A st.vaii.^L; coincidence/' inLcrrnpUMl the (Juptuin. 

luLVc just been discussinj:!; tlie same auhject with 
old Anuihdok. 1 hope that in shuwiii^^ tlie evils of 
war ynn ure coming; i)etter speed witli the .suji than 
T did with iht.' Iiither/' 

" Ar t.t) (liat," said Leo, "1 have no diflic'ulty in 
showing Cliingatok tlie evils of war. He wees tluini 
clearly (Miough already. The troulde I have with 
him is to ex[)lain the JUhle on that .suhject. You 
sec. hn h;is got a very troublesome in<|uiring sort of 
mind, and ever since 1 liave told Idiu that the 
jiiblc is the AVord oj' (h.)d he won't listen tt) my 
explanations about anything. He said t(j me in 
the quietest way })ossible, just now, 'AVliy do you 
give me your nin.sons when you lell ]we the Great 
Spirit has gi\-iMi 1 1 is ? "I want to know what JJr, says.' 
Well, now, you know, it is ])u//ling 1(.) Ik^ brought 
to book like (hal, a.nd 1 doubt if Amlers translates 
well. You umlerstaud and sp(iak the language, 
uncle, better than he (hjcs, I think, so 1 want you 
to lielp me." 

" iMi try. [.eo, though Vvah .ujhamcd to :iay I am 
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not SO well read in the Word inyHelf as I ouf^ht to 
bo. Wliat docs Cliiugalok wiuit to kiitnv ?" 

"lie wauls to recfmcilc ihiwisti, <>[ cuui'sg. Tliat 
is always tlic way. NijW i tuld Jiiiii lli;it tlu! iUvnt 
Spirit is ^uud, ;iud dtHj.-. nn\. wisli iiu.^ii to p;o Lo war, 
and tliat llo lias writU^i for us a law, nameJyj that 
wo slioidd 'livi: pisuKial'ly v/itli all niiiii.' ('liin_L;a- 
tok likod this vory uiiitih, hut tliiiu I hud told Jiiiii 
before, that the Grout Spirit iiad told Jlis aiioioiit 
peojilo tlu' Jmvs t(j ^o -.ind ii;i;lit His encjuies, and 
take possession lA' tlieir lands. iVow lie ro.^-ards this 
as a contraiiietinn. JFe says — ll.o\v can. a man live 
peaceably with all men, and at tlie same tin](i f(o to 
w^ar with some men, kill them, and take, their lands?" 

''Ah! Leo, my boy, your dilliculty in answering 
the ICskimo lies in your own ^>^^r/'irt/ (]ii(jtat<ion of 
Seripture/' said 1he Captain. Then, turnrii;^' to 
Ohingattjk, lui addeil, "My young fi'iend. did not 
giv(i you the wli(.)le law -only ]jart M' it. TJie word 
is written, thus : — ' if it be -posKihla, as mucLi as 
lieth in you, live ])oai;eahly witli all men/ Some- 
times it is iwt ]i()ssibl(\ (.'hingat.c.ik ; then M'O nn.ist 
fight. ]>ut tlie law says keej.) from fighting * as 
much as you can.' Mitid that, Ohingatok, and if 
you are ever iiulueed to go to war for the sake of a 
little island—for the sa.kc of a little insult, — don't 
lia.tter yourself that yon are keeping out ol' it as 
much as Ltetii in voil*' 
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*'C[)od, ^(Ji'Jtl/' sjiid tlic i^^iant, Ciiriiesny ; " lilack- 
l)'.'anrs words :m! wi.-f." 

" As to lilt' ])i^o))lt; oi" (Jod ill i]\o. h)i\y ]);i.hL," con- 
tinued (Ju; t.'apiiun, "(Jod. told llieni to go to wiir, so 
tliuy wiuit ; liut that doi'.s not antlinriso Tiien to go 
to war jit tliuir own ]Mdtlill^^ What is ri^dit in the 
(Jrnat Fiiihci" of all may he vc^ry wrong in the 
chihhvti. (lod l^illH men every day; and we do not 
Idanui Tiiin, hut if man kills liia follow we hunt 
liini ilowii as a nmrdc^rer. In the long past time 
the Great I'liihei' sj»nkc to 11 is ehildnui hy His wise 
inid hilly men, and sometimes TLe saw fit to tell 
tlunn to figlit. With His reasons wo have nothing 
to do. Now, the Great leather s])eak.s to us hy His 
P>f)ok'. in it Ho tells us to live in peace with uli 
men if poHnihU.'' 

'' Gooil/' s:i.id tlie giant with an approving nod, 
tlioiigii a pcrphjxed expri:ssion still lingi^red on Ids 
face. "JUit the Great i';i,ther lias never belore 
spoken to me hy His lk)()k — never at all to my 
iV)refatlu^rK." 

"He TiKiy, however, have s])okeTi hy His Spirit 
within you, Ghiugatok, 1 cannot t(dl," returned the 
Captain with a nieditiitive nir. " You have desires 
for peace and a t.eiideiicy to i'orgive. This could 
not be the work of tiie spirit of evil. It :nust have 
been that of ilu^ (luod Sjjirit/' 

This seemed to break upon the Kskiino as a new 
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light, and lu^ relapsed into sileiuu; as he tlious^ht of 
tilt; woiiddiiiil idea that within his hreast the Great 
Spirit Ttii;4lit liave been woi'kin!.r in time past 
a!thoii;;h he knc'w it nol. Then lie thought of tlie 
many times ije liad in the jiast resisted what he had 
liitherto oidy tlvonght of as gorxl feeliniis ; and tlie 
sudden perce])tion that at snch tim(\s lui had been 
resistin<f the Tatlier of all iinpressetl liiin I'or the 
ilrst tinui with a sensation of ^ujltin(\ss. It was 
some time before the need of a Saviour fronL sin 
entered into his mind, bat the iee had been broken, 
and at last, Ihron^di Leo's 15ible, as read by liini 
and explained by Captain Van(!, Jesus, tlie Sun of 
Iti^Lfhteousness, rose u].)on his soul, and sent in. the 
light for which he had thirsted so long. 

But, as we Ijave said, this effect was not imme- 
diate, and lie remained in a state of uncertainty and 
sadness while tlie warlike councils ami jji-eparations 
went on. 

Meanwhile Captain Vane set himself earjiestly to 
work to hit on sonu^ plan by which, if possible, 
to turn l.hc feeling nf {hit I'skimn connnunity in 
favour of peace. At first he tliought of going alone 
and unarmed,, with Anders as interprtiter, to the 
land of Orabantak to dissuades that savage potentate 
from attacking tlio IVdocs, but llifi Ivskinms pointed 
out that tlie danger of Lliis plan was so great that 
he might as well kill liimself at once. His own 
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jKiHy, also, oLjtict.c.d U) it so strongly tliiit, lie _t(ave it 
lip, uikI n^solved in tht; nif^antiMio to slroii^llicn liis 
position and incrnasc^ liis inllucnce with the nalivos 
aniong wlioia liis lot was (;;ist^ liy sonm (vxltihftion.s 
of iho. powers with whicli science and ait. had in- 
vested him. 
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crrAPTF.n. xvitt. 

THE CAPTAIN KLKCTlUFliiS AS WKI.L AH HUlU'JUaKS HIS NEV. 

It will be remeiribiiroil tliiit the party of English- 
men arrivoil at rolochnul under oars, and ;ill.]nuii^di 
the india-rubber boats liad been ^^azed at, and gently 
touched, with intense wonder by the natives, they 
had not yet seen the process of disinflation, or the 
expansion of the kites. 

Of course, Chinsjatok and tlieir other Kskimo 
fellow-travellers had given their friends grapln'c 
descriptions of everything, but this only served to 
whet the desire to see the wonderful ooiniaks in 
actioiL Several times, during the first few days, the 
old chief had expressed a wish to see tlie Kal)lnnots 
go through the water in their boats, but as the 
calm still prevailed, and the Ca])tain Ictihw liis 
iuiluence over tlie natives would depend very rnucli 
on the effect witli v/hich his vaiious pnjc.eedings 
were carried out, he put him off willi the assuranrie 
that when tlie proper time for action came, lie w^ould 
let him kncnv. 
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One iHL^lit a gmllti breeze sprung up and blew 
directly on'rtlivHo. As it riw;iin'.d likely to lust, the 
Captain waiteil till the whoh) cojiinuiuity was 
asleep, and tlien (jnietly roused his son. 

"T.eiid a hand here, lien," he whispered, "and 
make no noise." 

Benjy arone and followed his hither in a very 
sleepy frame of nii nd. 

They went to the place where the india-rubber 
boats lay, elose behind the Knglishmen's hut, and, 
nnscrewini^' the brass heads that closed the air-holes, 
began to press out tlie air. 

"That's it, lien, but don't squeeze too hard, 
lest the liissing should rouse some of em." 

" What'r 'ee doin' this for — ee — yaou?" asked 
Bcnjy, yawning. 

"You'll see that to-morrow, lad." 

" Hum : ^roin' t' sfjueo/e 'm all ?" 

" Yes, all tliree, and liut em in tlii^ii- boxes." 

Tlie conversation flagged at tliis point, and the 
rest of the operation was ixiri'oniK^d in silence. 

N(ixt morning, after breukfiist, seeing that the 
breeze gIlII held, the Ca]jtain stint a Ibrnial message 
to Amalatok, that he was j)vej)aied to exhibit liis 
oomiaks. 

Tlui luiws spread like wiid-lire, and the entire 
community soon assembled to the number of 
several hundreds — in front of the Knglishmen s Jiut, 


242 TIIK GIANT OK TIIK KOKTII 

wlier© the Captain was soon calmly seated on a 
packing-case, with a solemn expiew-sion on his lace. 
The rest of his party had been warned to heliave 
with dignity. Even l^enjy's round face was drawn 
into sonietliiiiL; of an oval, and liutteiface made 
such su])erhi.iinan alteinjjts to a])pt':ir ^L^ravCj tliat 
the rest of the party ahuost brolu; dowji at the 
vsigbt of hiui. 

Great was the surprise amonLf tlui natives when 
they perceived that the three ooniiaks Iiad dis- 
appeared. 

** My friemls/' said the Ca]»tain, ^isin<,^ "I will 
now show you the manner in which we Ihiglishmen 
use our ooniiaks." 

A soit sigh of expectation ran through tiie group 
of eager natives, as they pressed round tlieir chief 
and Clnngatok, who stood looking on in dignlJied 
silence, wliihi tlie (.'a]jtain and his coni])ani(ms went 
to work. Many of the women occupied a little 
eminence close at hand, whence they could see over 
the lieads of tlie nuai, and some of the younger 
women and childrtm clambered to ihe top of the 
hut; the better to witness the great si:;ht. 

Numerous and characteristic wert^ the siglis, 
"huks," grunts, growls, and othoi- exclamations ; all 
of which were in keeping witli the moi'e or less 
intense glaring of eyes, and opening of mouths, and 
slight bending of knees and elbows, and [-jju'cading 
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of fingers, niul raising ol" liands, as tlio operators 
slowly iinrulled tlic imlia-niblHU" mass, attached tlio 
Lellows, grailinilly iiillatiid llic. lirst boat, fixf^d tlu^ 
thwarts and strotcliers, and, as it wore, ci instructed 
a perfect ooniiak in little moi'C than Um niinut(^s. 

Then there was a slumt. of de]i!^iit wlicu the 
Ca])taiu and Jam.), ujic at thti l)i)W, tliu utluiv at llie 
stern, lifted the boat as if it liad been a feather, 
and, carrying it down tlie beach, phuied it gently 
in the sea. 

J5iit the excitenuMit culminated when ('lnn*.;atokj 
sti.'])j)iiig lightly into it, sat dnwn on the neat, seized 
the little oars, and rowed away. 

We should have said, attempted to row aw.'iy, for, 
thougli lie rowed lustily, the boat did not move, 
owing to Anders, wdio, like I^lskimos in general, 
dearly loved a jn-rietical joke. Holding fast by the 
tail-lhie a few seconds, Ik^ suddenly let go, ;uid the 
boat shot away, while Anders, throwing a handful 
of water after it, said, "Go oil; bad boy, and don't 
conie back ; we can do without you." A roar of 
ianghler burst forth. Scuueoftlie siuiill boys and 
girls leaped into the air with dcHiglit, causing the 
Lails of the latter to \\rigghi bclnnd them. 

The C'a])t:iin gavt^ tlieni plenty of linie to blow' 
ofl" the steam of surprise. ^Vllen tluiy bad calmed 
down cousider;d)ly, he procoediid lo open out and 
arrangci one of the 1, ]*es. 
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Of course this threw them back into the open- 
eyed and mouthed, and finger-spreading condition, 
and, if possible, called forth more siu-jirisc than 
before. When the kite soan.nl into tlic sky, they 
shouted ; wluni it was being at.taclied to tlie bow of 
the l)oat, they held tbt;ir breatli witli expectation, 
many of tlicm standing on one leg; and when at 
last the boat, with four ])ersons in it, ?i;hot away to 
sea at the rate of eiglit or ten miles an liour, lliey 
roared with ecstasy; accompanying the yells with 
contortions of I'ranu^ and viaage which were so in- 
dcscri])able tliat wo gladly leave it all to the reader's 
iiriaginatiou. 

Tliere can be no doubt of the fact that tlie 
Captain placed himself and bis countrymen that 
day on a pedestal Irom which there was no fear of 
their being afterwards diHl()(lg(Ml. 

"Did not T tell you," paid (Miingatok to his sire 
that night, in the privacy of his hut, "that the 
Kahlunets are great men V* 

"You did, my soii. (Jhingatok is wise^ and his 
fatluir is a fool !" 

No doubt the northern savage meant tliis self- 
condemning speiudi to be understood much in the 
same way in which it is understood by civilised 
people. 

" When the oomiak swelled I thought it was going 
to burst," added the chief. 
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"So flid I, wlimi J fiist k:iw it/' snid ('liingatok. 

FtiLliLT find ^()i\ paiisiul a fow iiiinulos. Tlioy 
usually did su bcl.wuen oaclt sentence. Evidently 
they pondered \vhat tliey said. 

" Have these men ^^ot wives ?" asl^ed tlie cliit^.f. 

"The old one lias, and i^iiiijay is his son. The 
other ones — no. The Itlaeli man nmy hnw. a wife: 
1 know not, but T shouhl l]iiid\ that no woina]! 
would have him." 

" Wliat made liim black ?" 

" 1 know not." 

"Was he always black ?" 

" The Kablunets say he was — from so bi<^." 

Chingatok measured oflT the half of liis left hand 
by way of explaining how big. 

" Is he black under the clothes V 

" Yes ; black all over." 

Again the couple paused. 

"It is strange," said the old man, shaking his 
head. "Perhaps he was made black because liis 
father was wicked." 

" Not so," returned the young giant. " 1 have 
heard him say his father was a very good njan." 

" Strange," repeated the chid', with a solemn look, 
"he is very ugly — worse than a walrus. Tell lue, 
my son, wliere do the Kablunets live ? Do they 
hunt the walrus or the seal ?" 

" Blackboard has told me niuch, father, that I do 
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not uiiflerstniKl. TTis ]>(H)ple do not hunt much — 
only :i vt.'iy few o? \]n).u\ da" 

"Wiih! thuy :uo hv/.y \ The fow hunt to keep 
tlie rust iu iiU'Lit, 1 .suppose." 

"No, riLl.li(.'r, lluit is not tlu; way. The lew hunt 
lor I'un. TJie j^avat many spend their time in chan;^'- 
ing one thhiL^ for ;i,uotJier. They seein to be never 
satisfied — always ehaiijijin;.:, eli;i.nging — ^every djiy, 
UTid all day. Getting and giving, and never satisfied." 

"Poor things !" said the chief. 

''And tliey liave no walruses, no ^vhite bears, no 
whales, nothing I" added tlic son. 

"Miserahh^s! Teihaps that is wliy they come 
here to search for nothiny!" 

"JUit, i'ather, if they have got nothing at liome, 
why come ht^e to search for it?" 

"What do they eat?" asked Amahitok, quickly, 
as ii" lie were afraid of recurring to the puz/ling 
L[UesLi(m that hatl. once aL-eady taken liim out of Ids 
mental de])lh. 

"Tiu'y eat all sorts of tilings. Many of them eat 
things that are. jiasty things that grow out of the 
ground; things that are very hot and burn tlie 
tongue; tilings that are poison and make them ill. 
They eat lish too, like us, and other people bring 
them their meat in great oomiaks from far-oil" lands. 
They seem to be so poor that they cannot find 
enough iu their own conntry to feed theniselves." 
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" Wvotcliiul c.rcalua'H 1" t>;iiil tliu uld man, pitifiiUy, 

'* Yes, ;i.M(l. ihvy driiilv too. Drink watui-s yo hot 
and iM) ti:iri!»lc thai they bum thuir niauLhH and 
Uiiiir insiilc.s, mid so Uu-.y f^o mad." 

"Did I. noL say liiat thuy were I'ools?" said 
Anudatok, indr^nantly. 

" liiLt tlic strangest thing of all/' C(nd,iinuid 
Chingatok, bworing his voice, ajid looking at his 
sire in a spiKjies n[' wonder, "is that they fdl tlieir 
moutlis with smoke !" 

" WIiaL ? Kat snu)ke?" said i\malatok in amaxe-- 
inont. 

'* No, they spit it out." 

" ].)id BLackheard tell you tliat?" 

"Then niackbeanlis a liar!" 

Chingatok did not appear to be shocked by the 
old man's plain speaking, but lie did not agree with 
him. 

■' No, father," said he, after a pause. " Jihudvbeanl 
is not a liar, ll't; is good and wise, and s])(>aks the 
truth. I liave seen the Kabliinets do it myself. In 
the big oomiak that they lost, some of the men did 
it, so — puff, pull, ])ufr, pnll — is it not funny?" 

i.iuth father and son burst into laughter at this, 
and then, becoming suddivdy grave, renuiined staring 
at the smtjke (jf their cooking-lamj), silently nuidi- 
\\\.\ iu'r nn \ iiest: Ihiii'-s. 
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Wln'l(»- tlius ongaged, a man eiit.ercfl the low door- 
way in t.lio only possible T!iaiiii(;r, on bands and 
knous, and, rising, displayed the face of Anders. 

'M31ackl)(^iird sends a message to Uie gieat old 
cliiel"," said tlie interpretiT. " lie wislios him to 
pay the Kablunets a visit. He has somcthiiig to 
show to the great old chief," 

"Tell him 1 come," said the chief, with a toss of 
tbe liead which meant "be off!" 

"I wonder," said Anialatok slowly, as Anders 
crept out, " wliether lilackbeard means to show us 
Bomo of his wisdom or some of his foolishness. Tlio 
white men appear to have much of both." 

''Let us go see," said Chingatok. 

They went, and found the Captain seated in front 
of the door of his hut with his friends round him — 
all except Benjy, who was absent. They were very 
grave, as usual, desiring to be impressive. 

" Chief," began tbe Captain, in that solemn tone 
in wliich ghosts are supposed to address mankind, 
'' I wish to show you that 1 can make tbe stoutest 
and most obstinate warrior of Poloeland tremble 
and jmnp without touching him." 

"That is not very dillicult" said the old man, 
who liad still a lui'king dislike to acknowledge the 
]<hiL^lishmen his superiors. " T can make any one of 
them tremble and jump by throwing a spear at 
him." 
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A sli'^lil, tiltur IVoin ilit.^ iisHcinljly U;sl.iii(.!(l i.o tha 
puccens ()[■ this Yc\}\y. 

"l^ut,," rejoiiuiJ the Ca]>l.;u!i, ^vith diMi]j(.:iiin^ 
solemnity, "I will do it williuul tlirowiii^^r ;l ^^pnur." 

" So will 1, by siuhleuly ho\vliij*^ at him in the 
dark," said Amahitf)k. 

At this liis iiuMi lauglied outright. 

" J5ut I will not howl or move," waid the (Juptain. 

"That will he clever/' returned the ehiel", aulem- 
iiised in spite oi" liimself. '' Let l>lac]d)e;ird ])roc(;ed." 

" Order one of your braves to st;ind heiore me on 
that piece of flat skin/' said the C;i])tain. 

Amalatok looked round, and, oliscivJng a hu^^e 
augainly man with a cod-lisliy ex})ression of face, 
who seemed to shrink from notoriety, ordered liim 
to step forward. The man did so with olivious 
trepidation, but he dared not refuse. Tlie Captain 
lixed his eyes on him sternly, jnul, in ii low growling 
voice, muttered in English: "Now, iJt^njy, give it 
a good turn." 

Cud-fishiness vanished as if by ma^^ie, and, with 
a look of wild horror, the man spianjj; into tlie air, 
tumbled on his back, rose u[i, and ran away! 

It is diliicult to say whether surprise or aniuse- 
inent predrHuinated amonj^ the si)ectato]'s. Many 
of them laughed he;irtily, while tlie Ciiptain, still as 
grave as a judge, said in a low growling toiLe as if 
speaking to liimself : — 
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"Not quite so stilf, Benjy; nut ([uitf» so stifT. Bo 
more geiitlo next time. Don't du it ;l1I ;it once, b(»y ; 
jerk it, Henjy, a turn ov so at ;i t iine." 

It is ])ui'l[;i.|)S needlufjS to inrorin tin* reiulMr Mi;it 
uhe Captain was praclising on the Ivskimus w'dh hi.n 
electrical inauliine, and that Henjy was secretly 
turning,' the handle inside the hut. Tiie machine 
was connected, by means of wires, with Die piece ol 
skiu oil which the patients stood. Tliese wires 
had been laid underground, not, indeed, iji tlie 
darkness, but, duriiig the secrecy and silence of tJKi 
previous nit^ht. 

After witnessing the effect on tlie first warrior, no 
other brave seemed inclined to venture on tlie skin, 
and the women, who enjoyed the fun greatly, were 
beginning to taunt tliem witli cowardice;, when 
Oolichuk strode ibrward. ITe bcdicved intensely, 
and justifiably, in his own courage. No man, he 
felt quite sure, had the power to sture Am into a 
nervous condition— not even tlie fiercest of tlio 
Kablunets. Let Blaekbeard try, and dn his wor.sL ! 

Animated by these stern and self-reliant senti- 
ments, he stepped upon the mat, 

Henjy, being quick in a])prehension, perceived his 
previous error, and proceeded this time with cauiioiu 
He gave the handle of the machine ii (^'luille half- 
turn and stopped, peeping through a crevice in the 
wall to observe the eO'ect 
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'^la! hal liu 1 ho! hi ! hulv 1" lauylu.-il 
Ooiiuhuk, as a i.i.ckliiij;; s(-ii;^ation IhriUctl Uirouj^h 
all his iiorvous t^yslciM. 'I'lu; huiL^li was irKiSiHlilily 
eelioi'.il hy llu; assuiiihhui cuniiiuuiity. 

Bciijy waiUid a f^iw sdcoiuls, and Uicn gave tlio 
liaiulh.'. anotlii'v arul slii;htly vsti'oiij^^or luni. 

Tliti laiij^h ;liis liiiR; waw luJi^^t'.r aud mum rarocious, 
wliiJo Ihe ^alhuil l^'skLiuu dvcw liiiiiKtilJ' togotlier, 
dt^tovmiutid to rcsisl the strange and subtle inlhience; 
at the siuik; tinu; IVowuing dcliancii at thu Captain, 
who never (or a moment took Ins coal-black ey(i 
oir him ! 

vV<:aLn l^onjy turned the handle gently, lie 
evidently ])Ossessed soinetbiiig of the ancient lu- 
quisilor spirit, and gloated over the pains of his 
victim! The vasnlt was that Oolichuk not only 
qniveivil IVotii head to ibot, but gave a little jump 
and anyl-hin;^ hut a little y(ilL i'>enjy's powers ot 
stdf-resti'aint wei'e by that time exhausted, lie 
sent the hamlle round willi a whin; ' and Oolichuk, 
iumblini,^ har.kwavds off the mat, niut the air with 
a slu'ick oL' detuoiiiac huigiitei-. 

Oi'tiourse the delight n[' tho Kskinins - especially 
of the chiUh'cu- — wris l»eyoiuL all bminiis, and eager 
were the eilbrt.s made to imhieo auothiir warrioito go 
upon tlio mysteriuiiri mat^ Init not ont^ would ven- 
ture. 'I.'Iiey would rather have faced their natui'al 
enemy, Liie great (Irabautak, unarnuid, any day! 
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In Miis diflf'uMilty an idt^ii ocoiiri'f.Ml Iv Amalatok 
Seiziijf^ II liu^o d(»^^ by ilic nock Jic ibuL^^i^^ed it to 
tlit^ mat, and hadii it lie- d(.)wn. TIu; di)^^ crouched 
and Jookutl ,sii(:(.']n"sli]y i-ound. Ni:xt inoinojit Ik; 
was in tljt; air W]igi;lini^^ TIumi iio cauic to tin* 
ground, nvcr wliicli In; rusl^.^tl with a i)rolon,i,'fM.l 
luiwl, mid disappcanul a.rnong t\n\ rocks rm tlit.: Jiill 
sido. 

It is said that tliat poor do^ was juwev a^L^airi seen, 
])ut l^ciijy asserts most positively tliat, a week after- 
wards, lie saw it sneaking into tlui village with its 
*ail very much hetween its l(;gs, and an exjiression 
ni^ the deepest humility on its countenance. 

''A^oiiM bettor give tliejn a taste of dynaTuite, 
father," said J^enjy that cvenuig, as they all sat 
round tlieir supper- kettle. 

'' No^ no, boy. Tt is bad policy to fire off all your 
ammuuitioii in a hurry. We'll give it 'em bit by 
bit." 

"Just so, impress them by degi'ecs," said Alf. 

*■ J')e fust warrior was nigb bu'sted by degrees," 
said J^uttcrface, with abroad grin, as lie stirred tlte 
kettle. "You gib it *im a'niost too strong, Massa 
Benjoa" 

" Bhickb(iard must be the bad sj)irit," remarked 
Amalatok to liis son that same night as they held 
converse together — according to custom -before 
t;oing to bod. 
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"Tlie Itiul spirit is irever kiiul or good/' replied 
(./idni^iilok, ul'iiT II ])!iuy(..i. 

" Xo/' said llu; oUl man, "never." 

" HmI lU;u:k]feard is always ^^ood and kind" 
returned tlie ^daiit. 

Tliiij jir^ntnuMil stM-mu^l nnnnswtTtUile. Al' all 
eveiilrt the old man did not an.s\v<ir it, but sat 
frowninjf at l,lie eooking-hunp under tlie inllnence 
of intense tlion^^diL 

After a prolon^anl ineditatioTi — during the course 
oC wliicli ratliev and son eaeli consuuied Lhe tit-bits 
of a walrus rib ami a seal's flipper — Chingatok- re- 
marked that the M'liito men were totally beyond liis 
coniprehoTision. To wliieh, after another ])anse, liis 
father replied that he eouhl not understand them 
at all. 

Tlujn, nifciring to their rnspoctive couelies, they 
calmly went to sleep — '-' pereliance to dream T' 
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0JTArTi-:r. xix. 

k STIOOTINIJ TUrC Ttl I'AllATllSl-: ISI.K, A?il.l KlIKTIlKIl iJiylM-Ay Of 
T}iK CAITAIN's L'ONTKIVA.NCKS. 

Whu.k our ex^iloTCTS wcw. tlius ]'i:(1uc(k1 to a state 
of forced iiiiuitiou jvs ii'^^anlrd tlui iiiaiii olijt'tjt of 
tlicir (;x])e(litiou, tlicy did not by any iii(!;ui.h waste 
their tium in idliMn'ss. On tlie (u"intriu;y, each of 
the party went /i^alonsly to work in tlie way that 
was most Kiiilaluc Ui liis iniilinatimi. 

After .i^oini; oy^a- tlie nia.in island <A' Poloe, a?* a 
iiiiitud ])arty, and M.src.i'laiiiiju^r ils size. ])j'()ducLioiiSj 
and j^entM'al ft'atures, 1h(.'. (Ja.])iain t(jld tln;iM. tliey 
might ni:)W do as they phiastul. Vov liis ])art lie 
meant to 8])cnd a miod deal of hiss time in ta.kin;.,' 
notes and olwrrval inns, (jncslloinii;.; Ilu; (jhief m^'.n 
as to tlie lands lyitig to the nortliward, repairini; 
and improvin<j^' lh(>. hnt, and lielping the natives 
misccllaneonsly so as io i^aiii tlunr re.^ard. 

(.)reoni-se I^cd spimt nincli ol' his time with his 
rillc, for the natives wt^re not such ('xpcrt hunters 
but that occa.'iioiially Ihry w(^re liaflly off for i'ood 
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or course, filso, Alf slioiildfnMl his botanical box and 
SiUlittd I'ortli liaiiiituM" in liaml, to "break .stones/' 
as l)iiU,orra('-e put it. l^onjy somotimcs followed 
AIJ' — uunv. i'r(H|U(>iitly Loo, and alwnys earned his 
fathers double-liarnjlhid sliot <^\\u. Tic preferred that 
hocivuHe 1iis ]»n\v('T3 wiUi tlie rifle ^'erc not yet 
devt'lo|Kul. Sonintiines he went with Toolooha, or 
Tukkona, or Ohlouria, in one of the native oomiaks to 
iish. At oilier limes he practised paddling in tlie 
niilive k;iy;ik, so lliat lie jniifht accompany Chinfjjatok 
OIL ills excur.-ions to the ueighliouring ishinds aCter 
ytsils and wild-fowl. 

Jn the cxeurKioiiR by water Leo preferred one 
nl' the. indiit-rubher boats — partly because he was 
titinnt^f and could ]'ow it easily, and ])artly because it 
was ca] table of holdinj^r more game tlian tlic kayak. 

'J'h(>s(^ ('\'l)nditions to the outlyin^r islands were 
]>:uiicul.:rrly doli^nlitrul. 'Jlicre was somethinjj; so 
peaceful, yel, so wihl, so rojuantic and so strange 
about tli.e le.gion, that tlic young men felt as if they 
had ])assed into a now world altogether. Tt is 
scarcely suiprising that tliey slionld feA-.l ibus, when 
it is r(iiuenib('i'(ul that pi'ofound calms usually ])re- 
vailed at that season, causing tlie sea to ajjpear like 
anotlii!!' Iicavi'u below thcjin ; that the sun never 
went down, hut circled round and round the horizon 
— dipping, iiuhied, a little more and more towards 
it eacli night, but not yet disappearing; that 
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rnyririds of wild birds tilled the air with plaintive 
CTicR ; that whales, and sea-unicorns, and walruses 
R])()i't"ed ai'ound ; that icebeTgs were only numerous 
enougli U) L^qvo a certain stran^'oness of aspect to 
the sc;en(> a Rtran;:,n'^ness wliioli was increased by 
the t'rerpUMit npiicaraTice of arctic ]ilK^noTiKna, snch 
as several inuck suns rivalling the real one, and 
objects lHMn»T (^nvelojied in a ^^olden haze, or turned 
upside down by changes in atmospheric temperature. 

"No wonder tliat arctic voyaf^ers are always 
liankering aller the far norLli," said l.eo to 15enjy, 
one nuigniJicent morning, as they rowed towards the 
ontlying islands over the golden sea. 

(Japtaiu Yane was with them that morning, and 
it was easy to see tluvt tlie Captain was in a 
]iof;uliar (Vaiiie of mind. A certain twinkle in his 
eytis and an occasional smile, apparently at uotliing, 
showuil llial his tlmuglits, whatever tliey might be, 
were busy. 

Xow, it cannot ]»ave failed by this time to strike 
the intelligent reader, that Cajitain Vane was a man 
givtm to mystery, and rather fond of taking by 
surprise Udt. only h'slcimos but his own comj)anions. 
On the britrhi; morning r(;ferred to he took witli 
him in tlie boat a small flat box, or packing-case, 
jn*>asnring about thrcp. feet square, and not more 
than fou]' inches deep. 

As they drew near to Leo's favourite a})orting- 
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ground,- a long (lat island with several small lakes 
on it wliioli wr.iv. burdured by trdl reeds and sodt^^ca, 
whcnj myriads uf ducks, t^eencv ;,'ulls, plovftr, jtullins, 
and ol her birdw revulUid In ahjoiit felicity, l^enjy 
aske<l liiH father wliat lie had j^^ot in the bcx. 

" I. Vf? I'ni soniethin' in it, Ikinjy,— sometliiuV 

" Why, dadtly," returned the boy with a laugh, 
"if T were an absolute lunatic you could not tn^at 
me with greater contempt. Do you suppose I am 
80 weak as to imagine that you would bring a 
packinj4-case all the way from Kngland to tlie Ntu th 
Pole with nothing in it?" 

"You're a funny boy, Heiijy," t^aid the (.'aptaiu, 
regarding his son with a placid look. 

"You're a funuy father, daddy," answered the 
son with a shake of tlie head ; "and it's fortunate 
for you that I'm good as well as funny, else I'd 
give yon some trouble." 

"You've got a ^'►od of)inion of yourself, T^on^ 
anyhow," said Leo, looldng over liis shoulder as lie 
rowed. "Just change tlie subject and make your 
self useful Juni]^ into the bow and have the boat 
hook reH.dy ; the water shoals rather fast here, and I 
don't want to risk scraping a hole in our little craft." 

The island they were apjiroaching formed jiart 
of the extensive archipelago of which Poloe was 
the main or central island. Paradise Isle, as Lt^o 
had named it, lay about two miles from Poloe. The 

a 
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bout soon touclK?.d its sliiiif:,^ly hoiich.but before it 
could .sc:r;i|>o thnrt'on its oociipaiits stepped intti 
the watiM" and caic^I'idly carried, it on shore. 

''Xow, !»t>iijy, hand nnt Ihf^ rilb; and uartrid^^cs," 
said Leo, allcr llin boat: wns placed iti tlic Rbadow' 
of a hjw bank, "and feteli the game baj^f. Wliatl 
you don't intend tu i.arry llie packing- eas^*, uncle, 
do you?" 

*' I tliiuk I 'd bi.;U(.'.r do it," iUiHwered tlie Caplain, 
lifting the casi' by its coid in a careleas way; "it 
might take a fatu^y to luive a swinji t)n its own 
account, you know. Come altm^. Lhe birds are grow- 
ing impatient, don't you aee?" 

With a KJiort buif:;h, Leo shouldered his rifle, and 
marclied towards tlie first of a chain of little lakes, 
followed by lienjy witii the game-bag, and tlie (Jap- 
tain with the case. 

Soon a splt'udid gfny wild goose was stu'ii swim- 
ming at a considerable distance beyond llie a:t!ds. 

" There 's your chance, now, Leo,'* said the ( .'a])tain. 

Hut Leo sliook his head. " No use," he said ; " if 
I were to shoot that one I 'd never bt* able to get it ; 
the rnnd is too deep feu* wading, and the reeda too 
thick for swimming amongst. It's a pity to kill birds 
that we eannot get hold of, so, you sec, 1 nmst walk 
along the margin of the lake until I see a bird in a 
gootl jjosition to be got at, and then pot him." 

"But Isn't thai slow work, lad?*' asked the ('aptaiu. 
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" Tt inif^lil. be slow if I missed oftciu or wounded 
my itirds/' re])l.icd L(m), "IjiiI I. duii'l oi'U^.n luisa." 

Tha youth mi^lit willi truth iiave said h(\ ri«v(U' 
inissod, lor hi.s eye was as true jiiid his hand us 
sun: as that, of any Leatherstockiii.L;' or liohiu liood 
tliat 'ivf.'i' lived. 

"Wliy don't you launch the Intat on tho hi.k(? ?" 
asked the Captain. 

" Because 1 don't like to run tlie rksk t)!' daniagin,^- 
it by haulin;^ it uI)ont aincjui^- mud and sticks and 
overland. iJesides, that would he a cundjersonie 
way ol' hunting. T prefer to tramp about tiic mar- 
gin as you see, and just take what comes in my 
way. There are plenty ol" liirds, and I seldom 
walk far without getting a goodish hist ! Therc^'s 
one 1" 

As he spoke anotlier large grey goose was seen 
stretchijig its long neck amongst tiie reeda at a 
distance of about two hundred yards. The crack of 
the rifle was followed by the instant death uf tlui 
goose. At the same moment several companions of 
the bi]d rose trumijeting into the air amiti a cloud 
of other birds. Again the rifle's crack was heard, 
and one of the geese on the wing dra])ped besiile 
its comrade. 

As Leo carried his repeating rille, he might easily 
have shot another, but he refrained, as the bird 
would have been too far out to be easily picked u]). 
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"Now, Benjy, are yon to go in, or aia 1?" asked 
the sportsTiian witli a sly look. 

"Oh! I suppose / murit," said the boy witli an 
af'foct.iitioiL of l)ciiij„;' Jiiaitiyred, though, in truth, 
uotliing charniiul him ho miudi aa to act tliu yavi of 
a water dog. 

A f'ow Hucouds more, and h(3 was stripped, for his 
ganiionts consisted only of shirt and tmnsers. I.5at 
it was more than a few seconds before he returned 
to hand, swimming on liis back and trailing a goose 
by the neck witli each liand, for the reeds were 
thick and the mud softish, and the second bird had 
been further out tlian lie expected, 

"It's gh)rious fun," said l^enjy^ panting vehe- 
mently as h(^ pnlled on his clothes. 

" It's ghuioiisly knocked up you Ml "l)e before long 
at that ratt;," said the Captain. 

"Oh! Init, uncle," said Leo, quickly, "you must 
not suppose that 1 give him all the hard work. We 
share it between us, you know. Benjy some- 
times shoots and then I do the retrieving. You've 
no idea how good a shot he is becoming." 

" Indeed, let me see you do it, my boy. T)' ye 
see that goose over there?" 

" What, the one near the middle of tlie lake, about 
four hundred yards off?" 

"Ay, Benjy, I want that goose. Vou shoot it, 
my boy." 
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"Rut you'll novor hn abk to gof; it, luicle/' said 
Leo 

" neiijy, r want tJiat goos(^ You ahoot it." 

Tliun.! w;us iii> disobcyirt;^ this pai'Oiuiitoiy uom- 
uiantl. Leo liamlt.Ml tlio riflti to tlio boy. 

"Down on ont.^ kneo, Hen, Ifytlie position, my 
\yoy," aaid the (]aptaiu, in the tone of a distiiplinarian. 
Jienjy obeyed, took a long steady aim, and iirtid. 

"i^ravo !" shouted the Captain as the bird turned 
breast up. "Tlie,re's that goose/s brotljor eoniiu' to 
Hee wliat 's the Tuatter with liiin ; ju-st cook his ^^jose 
too, \)i\ujy" 

The boy aimed again, fired, and missed. 

"Again!" cried tho Captain, "look sharp I" 

Again the boy fired, and tliis time wounded Mie 
bird as it was rising on tlie wing. 

Although wounded, the goose was (^uitci able to 
swim, and made rapidly towards tlio reeds on the 
other side. 

"What! am T to lose that goose?" cried tiie 
Captain i)idigri:i.ntly. 

Leo Hoi/ed tlio rifle. Almost witliout taking time 
to aim, he tired and sliot the bird dead. 

"Tlieve," Raid he, langhing, "but 1. sns])ect it is a 
h^st g(K)se after all. It will be hard work to get 
either of these birds, nncle. However, 7 11 try." 

Leo was proceeding to strip wJien the Captain 
forbade him. 
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"Don't iToublo yourself, lad," he said, 'Til *^o 
for them niyaellV 

''You, uncle?" 

" Ay, me. lyyvi suppose that nobody can swiin 
hilt you and i^onjy ? Here, Indp nie to open this hox." 

In silent wonder and ex])ectaLion Leo and l^enjy 
did as they wtire bid. When the n'.y.sterious paclc- 
in^r eaRe wns opened, there was displayed to view a 
mas« of wateT]mx)f material. Tinnblin^r tliis out 
and UDPolling it, the Captaiji displayed a pair of 
trousers and boots JJ) <mft })iecc attivchetl to sonie- 
tliinjf likti an oval life-buoy. Thrustin^L^ las legs 
down into the trousers and boots, lie drew the buoy 
-which was covered with india-rubber cloth — up 
to his waist and fixed it there™ Then, p^itting tlui 
end of an iiidia rubber tube to liis mouth, lie be^au 
to blow, and the buoy round his waist b(igan to 
extend until it took the form of an oval. 

" N'ow, boys," said the Captain, with profound 
gravity, " 1 'm about ready to ^o to sea. Here, you 
observe^ is a pair o* pants that won't let in water. 
At the feet you'll notice two llajhs wliich expand 
wlien driven backward, and coUapse wlien moved 
forward. These are propellers -human web-feet — 
to enahle me to walk aluiad, d'ye see? and here 
ar« two smuli paiUllen witli a joint vvhicli I can iix 
t.itgether - so — and tlins mjike one double bladed 
paddle of 'em, ul>out four feet long. it will help 
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the I'ect, you iiiulcrslaiKl, but: I 'm not (h^pcmdent on 
it, for 1 can walk williouo tlio paddies nt t.lic rati; of 
two or Lhn.'c milf^s an lionr," 

As lie spoke Captain Yano walknd fpiintly into 
the AvateT, U> tlm v/ikl dolif^ht of Tjinijy, and tlie 
ainuziiMicnt nf liis nt*])h(iw. 

When ho \vas about waist-dt^r'p the hur}y floated 
him. (JontiuuhifT to walk, tlinu^^li Ids feet no 
longer touched ground, he was eiiabltnl by tlie 
]>i'i)p(dh-'rs tu ninvo on. Wlion he liad got ont a 
liundred yards or so, he turned round, took off 
his hat, and shouted — *' land ho I" 

" Sliip ahoy !" sliriekeil I»enjy, in an ecstasy. 

"Tvliiid your W(^athei- eyi; !" shouted U).e CJa]>taii], 
resinning liis walk witlj a facetious swagger, while, 
with the paddloB, he inereased Ids speed. Soon after, 
lie I'etunit'd to land with tin; two geese. 

"AVell now, daddy/* said his son, wliile lie and 
J.eo examined the dress with nunui.e iuLurest, " I 
wish you'd make a clean breast of it, and let us 
know how many more sm-prist's autl contrivances 
of this S(irt you ve got in Ht(.)re for us." 

"1 fear this is thn last one, J.?enjy, though there's 
no f^nd to the api)lieations of these contrivances. 
Yon M b('.ttei' ajiply this one to yourself now, and 
see 1iow you get. on iu it." 

Of course l>enjy w;is mon' than willing, though, 
a?3 he rem;i'kcd, the dress ^va^5 bu' too liig for him. 
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" Novor mind that, my bny. A tight fit ain't 
needful, and nobody ^^ ill lind fault witli the cut in 
these ret^ions." 

" Wliere ever did you get it, fallier?" asked tlie 
boy, as the fasten in;^.s were bcin^ seemed round 
him. 

"1 got it i'roTu an ingenious frien(3, who says he 's 
goin' to ])ring it out soon. May hap it 'sin (.lie shops 
of old Knghuul by tliis time. There, ]iow, off you 
go, but don't be too risky, Heii. Koe]i her full, and 
mind your helni."^ 

Tims encouraged, the eager boy waded into the 
wattu^ but, in liis liaste, trip])ed and fell, ^^ending a 
vol nine of water over liiinself. Ife rose, however, 
without difli(*nliy. and, proeeeding with greater 
caution, soon walked off into deej) water. Here ho 
pnddlod about in a stiite of exuberant glee. The 
dress ke])t him ])erfee11y dry, alUiough lie splashed 
the water about in reckless fashion, and did not 
return to laud till quite exliausted. 

T^enjamin Vane from that day devoted himself to 
tliiit machine. \l(\ became, so enamoured of the 
" watertrani])/* as lie stylod it — not knowing its 
].iro])cr name at the time — that lie went about the 

' Lnst it slifMilil ho F;i]]ipoRO(l that. th(i " podnmotivi' " licre 
(l(!8nrili('cl is tlit^ luon* ncnatnn: (if tlic .-luthor'n Ijiviiii. it. jrtiiy hf 
■woll U> stjilt- IhaL ]\v. ii:iR Rfon if: in tho ost:ibiifllMnoi]i nf I lie 
p;Lt,eutt:t.'a, MesHry TJitirritoM ;aiH (^o. of ildinbiirgii. 
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lakdets in it continually, sometimns fishing, at other 
times shoottug. Jlo even venlnieil a short distance 
out to sea in it, to the amazement of tlui Eskimos, 
tlio orhits of whoso eyes were being decidedly 
cnlar^f^d, i^oujy said, and their eyebrows perma- 
nently raiweil, liy tluj coDstaiit succession of aslonish- 
ment-fits into whioli they were thrown from day to 
day by their white visitors. 
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CTTArTKK XX. 

BKN-IV'S nVJOYMi-A-TH INTKflRUPTKO, ANIJ I'tJi.t tKLAM) (JVKUWHKI MMl 
WJl'Ji A CAJ'AriTIiOl'nK. 

One |,)lcaHant moniing, towards tlie cud nf fuuu- 
au;r, Honjiunin Vano went out with liis ^niu in t]i*5 
waUrtrrUnp on Uio large lako of Tanulisc fsle. 

Lfio and he had reached the isle in one of tlie 
india-ruhber boats. They had taken Aiukn's M-ith 
thoni to carry their ^^anie, and little Ohloorin. to 
jtrcjjare their dinner while tliey were away shoot- 
w^; (or tliey disliked the delay of personal atten- 
tion ttt eoDkin.f^ when the.y were ravenous! After 
landing IVnjy, and seeing him hus> getting hinisell' 
into the aqnatie dress, Lc<> said ho vvonid pull off 
to a group of walruses, whieh were s]iortijig about 
off shore, and shoot one. Trovisions iif fowl and 
tish were }ilentifnl enough just tlien at the Kskin:io 
village, but he knew tiiat walrus beef was greatly 
prizf^l by tlic natives, and none of the huge 
creatures had been killed for some weeks past. 

About this time the threatened war with the 
northern Kskiinoa luid uJirorhinHt.cly roinniciu'ed. 
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Tin; insatiablu Graljuntak liful made a fiesccnt on 
one of Amulatok's siuallor islands, ki1l(Ml tha 
warriors, and curried dflf ihe women and cliildren, 
with cverylliing else he ccmld lay hands on. Of 
couvsr* Anialatok made reyjrisals ; attacked a small 
islaml heloni^nn'i to (jirabaiitak, and did as much 
general luistddtd' as he could. The i)allry islet 
about which tlie war began waa not worthy eitlier 
of attack or deronce ! 

1'heii Anudatuk, buriiini^ with the righteous 
iiidigiiatiou of the man who did not begin the 
qiiarn^h gt>t u]> a graud itnister ol" his forces, antl 
went with a great fleet of kayaks to attack 
Grabajitak in his strongholds, 

Ihit CJrabautak's strongholds were remarkably 
strong. A good deal of killing was done, and some 
destruction of property accomplished, but that did 
not ellect the conquest of the great norlhejii Savage. 
Neith(ir did it prove either party to be ri;,;lit or 
wrong ! ( i rabautak retired to impregnable fuatucsses, 
and Amalatok returned to l*olocland *' covered with 
glory/'- some of his followers also covercti with 
wounds, a few of which had hilh^n to his own 
slum:. The success, howev(;r, was not det-idcd. On 
the wliLili^, the result wiis rather disappointing, hut 
A.malat(»k wtis brave and high-spirilcd, ;is sorue 
peofde would say. !h waa not going to give in ; 
not he ! lie would ii;.dit. as h>ng as a num \'. :lo U;jt 


268 THK GIANT OF TIU5 NORTH 

to back him, ami bring Gra])ant:ik to his knees — or 
die ! Either ewent would, of course, have been of 
immense advantage to botli nations, lie ground 
his teetli and glared when he unuounced tliis doter- 
ininaLion, and also sliook his fist, liut a sliarp 
twing(», of pain in one i)f Ids unhealed wounds 
caused him to cease frowning abruptly. 

There was a sound, too, in the air, wlncli eansed 
liim to sit down and relieut. It was a mixed and 
half-stifled sound, as if of women groaning and 
little children wailing. Some of bis Imuvch, of 
course, liad fallen in the recent conflicts — fallen 
honourably with their faces to the foe. Their 
young widows and their little ones mourned them, 
and refused to be comforted, because they were 
not. Tt was highly unpati'iotiCj no doubt, but 
natural. 

Amalatok had asked the white men to join him 
in the light, but they had refused, 'i'hey would 
help him to defend hia country, if attacked, they 
said, but they would not go out to war. Amalatok 
had once threatcTied l^laclcbp.ard if he refused to 
go, but Blackbeard had smiled, and Ihveatened to 
retaliate by making him "jump !" \V]jercii])un the 
old chief became suddenly meek. 

This, then, was the state of affairs when T^'ujy 
and Leo went shooting, on the morning to which we 
have referred. 
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But. who can hope to describe, wiUi adequate 
foicc, 1;hc joynil fcrlin^s of .BcnijaTniM Vaiic as he 
moved slily mIjouI the l;(.keli4s nl* iVuiulise hshi in 
the watciLrainp ? Theiiuvclty of the situation was 
so ^rreat. The survoundiuj^ circumstances were so 
peculiar. Tin; prolniim'tl cjilnis of the circumpolar 
hay ill, at that period oC the year, were so new to one 
accustomed to the variaMe skies (jf Knglaud ; the 
perpetual sunshine, the absence of any necessity to 
consider time, in a land from which night seemed 
to have tinally fled ; the glassy repose of lake and 
sea, so suggestive of peaces; the cheery hustle of 
animal life, so suggestive of phiasure — all these in- 
lluenc(js togethf,']' (illed the boy'.s breast with a strong 
romantic joy which was far too powerful to seek or 
find relief in tliose boisterous leaps and shouts which 
were his usual safety-valves. 

Although not mucli given to serious thought, 
except wlien conversing with his father, Hcnjy 
])ecame meditative as he moved quietly about at the 
edge of the ree^ds, and began to womler wli ether 
the i^aiadise above could exceed tliis paradise 
below ! 

Events occurred tliat day whicli proved to him 
that the sublunary paradise was, at least, wofully 
uncertain in its Jiaturc. 

" Now, just keep still, will you, for one moment," 
uiutttred lienjy, advancing cautiously through the 
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OTitf^r margin of roeds, amonfi; the stems of which hn 
paired wirncstly whih^ lie cocked his gun. 

The individual to wlio?n. he sjioke maile no reply, 
liof'.ause it was a goose would that it Avere tliua 
witli all geese ! It was a grey goo;-c of the largest 
size. It liad caught a glimpse of tlie ntiw and strange 
creature that was paddling ahout its home, and was 
wisely making for the slieltcr of a spot wiiere the 
reeds were more dense, and where Henjy would not 
have dared to follow. I'^or, it must be rememi)ered 
that our young spoilsman was sunk to liis waist in 
water, and that the reeds rose high over hislu^adjSO 
that if once lost in the heart of them, he might 
have found it extremely diflicult to find liis way 
out again. 

Anxious not to lose Jiis chance, he gave vent to 
a loud shout. This had the effeet of setting up 
innumerable Hocks of wild-fowl, wiiieli, although 
unseen, had been lurldng listeners to the strange 
though gentle sound of the watertramp. Among 
them rose the gniy goose with one or two unexpected 
comrades. 

Benjy had not at that time acquired the power 
of self-restraint Jiecessary to gooil shooting, lie 
fired hastily, and missed with the first barrel. Dis- 
charging the second in hotter haste, he missed again, 
but brought down one af the comrades by accident. 
This was aunici(>ntly gratifying. Picking it up, he 
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placjed it ou the boat-buuy in fnjntof him to hid an. e 
fj(Wt'T;il ihicks wliich alrt^uly Iny on the piirt in 
Tuar. Tit; iiii;;liUjavc carried a dozen *^'eeKe ou his 
novel liu7itin5^-dross, if there Jiad haan room for 
tliein, Ibr its floating jjower was sullieit^jit to have 
home u}) jiiuiself, and at Icuist foiii-, iCnot: five, men. 

Pursuing his way CiHitiously and g^ijitly, by im.'.ans 
of the webbed ieet idone, tlic. yoiuig spoitsniau 
moved about like a .sly water- spirit among the reeds, 
sonjetimes adiln^saiiig a few pleasant wtn'ds, sucli as, 
''how d'ye do, old boy," or, "don't abuTU yourself, 
my tulip," to a water-hen or a coot, or some such 
bird which crossed his path, but was unworthy of 
his shot; at other times stopping to gaze contem- 
platively through the reed stems, or to ihuil and rest 
in placid enjoyment, while he tri(;d to iniagiue him- 
self in a forest oi^ water- trees, 

Evcrywliere the feaihered tribes first gaaed at him 
in mute surprise ; then liurritul, witii every variety 
of squeak, and quack, and fluttering Aving, from his 
frightful pniseiice. 

Suddenly he came in si.^ht of a bird so large tliat 
his heart gav(i a violent leap, and the gun went 
almost of its own accord to Ids shoulder, but the 
creature disappeared among the reeds before fie 
could take aim. Another opening, however, again 
revealed it fully to view ! It was a swan — a hyper- 
borean wild swan ! 
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Just as he mado this discovery, the great bird, 
haviiif^ ohsp.rved Beiijy, spread its onornious wings 
and made ofT with an amazing splutter. 

Haii^ ! went Beiijy's j^un, ])fjtli barrels in quick 
Ruecestfion, and down fell the swan ignite dead, with 
its head in the water and its I'eet pointing to tluj sky. 

" What a least the Eskimos will, have to-night !" 
was Benjy's first thought as he tranip(>d vehemently 
towards his prize. 

But his ov(?rHowing joy was rudely checked, 
for, having laid his gun down in front of liini, 
for the purpose of using the paddle with both 
hands, it slipped to one side, tilted up, and, dis- 
appearing like an arrow in the lake, went to tlio 
bottom. 

The sinking of Benjy's heart was not less complete 
lie had the presence of mind, however, to seize the 
reeds near him and check Ins progress at the exact 
spot. Leaning over the side of his little craft, he 
beheld his weapon quivering, as it w(;re, at tlie 
bottom, in about eight feet of water. What was to 
be done? The energetic youth was not long in 
makiiig up his mind on that point. He would dive 
for it. Hut diving in tlic watortramp was out of the 
question. Knowing that it was all but impossible 
to make his way to the shore through the reeds, he 
resolved to reach the opposite shore, which was in 
some places (roe froir vegetation. Seizing one of 
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Llic Vftiils, lift n^rced iL down, :\iul Lied it int.o n knot 
Lu iLuii'k tho spot where iiiy hjjis iiiul liapixiiied. He 
Iruirii'i] several luore reeds in this way t.iU lie gained 
tin.'. M|)nn wMler outside, Ihns niarkiiig liis yuih. 
Tlu'H ]i*; [)aiU]hMl ai^nj.ss the lake, laiuU;(l, luulresscd, 
aihl swiiiii Dui. agiiiii. jHi.shiii^^ the eitipty dr(\ss h^.;rore 
him, iitttMiilin^r to use it a:-; a resLin<^ ])hiee. 

On rt'aehing the spot, lu^ divt:d with a degree of 
vigonr and agility worthy of a duck, hut found it 
hani to n*ach the hoUoiti, as lu: was not )nuch 
atumsUnued to diving. Vn\ the same reason iie 
found it diilieult to u}ien liis I'Ves unfh^" wati(ir, so 
as to look for the gun. While trying to do so, 
a desperate desire tu hreathe caused him to leap to 
the Rnvl'ace, where he found that he Inid struggled 
soniewliat away from the exact sy)ot. .Al'ter a lew 
minutes' rest, lie took a long hreath and f\.y:;\\u wTut 
down; hut fonnrj, 1o his disinay, tliat in liis first 
dive he had disturbed the mud, ami thus made th« 
water (.hick. Crmping about rendered it tliieker, 
and he came to tlu' suri'iieti the f^econd time wit.h 
feelings approaching to di.'s[)air. l^esi<h'.s which, his 
powers were being ra])it!ly (^xliauslfd. 

But I'enjy was ("nil nj' ]ihick as widl as pnrsover- 
,ince. l'\M'liiin- that he coidd not liohl f)ut niucii 
ioiiger, lui ri'sitlvtMl to u):i\<o. tlie next atlem]")t wit.h 
more care- a. riisolve, it. may he rmiiarkcd, wliich 
it would ti;iM' ht'.en hi'Al.i^:' tu ]ia\c niaile. aL firsts 
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llo Bwain to the kiiottod reed, considered well me 
position lie had ocou])ied when }u,s loss occujiud, 
took an aim at a definite sjiot with his head, and 
went down. The result was tlial. his liands grasped 
the stock of the gun the moment tlioy reached tlic 
bottom. 

Inflated with joy he leaped witli it to tlie suiTaoe 
like a bladdei- ; laid it carefully on tlie water-dress, 
and pusliiiig tlie latter bel'ure him sooii succeeded 
in getting hold of the dead swan. The bird was too 
heavy to be lilted on the. float, lie therefore gra.s])ed 
its neck with his teeth, and thus, lieavily weighted, 
made for the shore. 

It will not suiprisi; the reader to lie Inld that I'eiijy 
felt hungry as well as tired after these achieve- 
ments, and this induced him to lopk anxi(Uisly for 
Leo, and to wonder wliy tin*, smoke of Oblooria's 
cooking laui]) was not to he seen anywhere. 

The engrossing nature of the events just described 
had prevented our little hero from observing that a 
smart bree/o luul sprung uyi, and that heavy clouds 
had begun to drivii across the hitherto l)lue sky, 
while appearances of a very stiually nature were 
gathering on the windward horizon. Mcjrcover, 
while engaged in paddling among the reeds ho had 
not felt the breeze. 

It was while taking off the watertrani]) that ho 
became f\dbv' alive to these facts. 
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"That's il," he ruiiUi^red to hirns(^lf "They've 
bo(;ii caiij^'ht by this breuze rmd been delayed by 
having }kl(] to pull against it, or perhaps the wal- 
runes gave them more trouble than they expected." 

Appuasing his appetite as well as h(i could witli 
thi.sr(Hleetio]i,lLe left the watertrarn]) on the groinid, 
with the drippintr trun beside it, and hurried to tlie 
liighest part oi' the island. Although not much of 
an elevation, it enabled him to see all rounds and a 
feeling' of anxiety filled his breast as lie observed 
that tlie onee glassy sea was milled to the colour of 
indigo, wliile wavelets flecked it everywhere, and 
no boat was visible ! 

"They may have got behind some of the ialan<ls/' 
he tlitniglit, and continued his look-out for some tinu^ 
with growing anxiety and impatience, however, be- 
cause tlu'. breeze was by that time freshening to agale. 

When an hour liad passed away tlie poor boy 
became thoroughly alarmed. 

"Can anything have happened to the boat?" he 
said to himself "'J'h(i india-rubber is easily cut. 
Perhaps they may liavo been l»lown out to sea ! " 

This latt(Tthoug]it caused an involuntary shudder. 
Looking round, he observed that tlu^ depression of 
the snn towards llie horizon indicated that night 
had set in. 

"This will never do," he suddenly exclainied 
aloud. "Leo will be lost. I viiLni risk it I" 
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Turning as he Bpoko, lie ran Lack to the spot 
whercj he had hifl the water-chuss, wliioli he inime- 
diaLely ])ut on. Tlu.'n, hMvintr gun .'unl gauKi on 
the bL'ru:ij, In*, btjldlv ciilcM^d Die Kea, and struck out 
witli I'cel and p:uiil!e I'oi' I'oloeland. 

All-liougli sur(.;ly bull"eti;d by tiie rising waves, 
and several tiiiiL'S overwliclnied, his water])r(K)i' ens- 
tnnio i)r()veJ well able, to bear him nj), and with 
ooni]>ai'aVive]y little fatigue he reaclu^.d the land in 
less thai) two lumrs. Witliont wailing \n take the 
dress oil', he ran u[i to thf r^skimo villagt: and gave 
the alarm. 

Wliile these events wtu-e going (ui among the 
iskts, ( 'aptain Vane and Alphonse Vandorvell had 
T)een i'ar otherwise engaged. 

" Come, Alt'," said tlie Ca].ttai.n., that sanu^ morning, 
alter heo and his i)arly had si-arti-d on tlieir expedi- 
tion, *' let yon and mv. go off on a scientiiic exeur- 
sion,--ou wdiat we may style a botanico-geologieo- 
nioteorological survey." 

" With all my heai't, uncle, and let us take I^utUu- 
face with ns, and Oolielmk." 

" Ay, latl, and Ivitohuk and Ake.etolik too^ and 
('•hingatfjk if yrtu w^ill, i'or 1 *ve fixtul on a spot 
whereon to pitch an observatory, and we must set 
to work on it without further delay. Iniltjed 1 would 
have got it into working order long ago if it liail 
not been ib^ >ny hope that the ceasatiou ot tliis 
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Tnisi'V;ibl(* wnr vvoiilil iia.vr imi;iI)UmI us In v;(U, notirtjr 

The piirly suon sf-arlcf] I'or the lii^lnv'^i peak uf 
tlu; isliuui tif l'(i](;(' or Polnclaiid, iiw All" ]Ji'('r'-MTtMl 
to call it. (.)(illc)iuk cjirrifHl on his broiui shouldtM'.s 

Ollii of Ihn^:^" luyHl.fM-itjHS ('.;iHOS out 111" wliit'li tjm 

Captain wuh so iontl ul' takin;^ Tnaciiines wlioi-invilb 
to astonish tht* natives. 

IndtHjd it was ]>lain to see that tlio natives who 
riccoinpaniiid tlu^n on this ocic.asiuu oxpected .some 
sort of surprise, despite the Captain's earnesc assur- 
ance that there was notliing in the box except a 
few niet(;oix)]opcal in-struinfints. How tlie Captain 
translated to the Eskimos the word nieteorohjjj;ica1 
we have never been able to ascertain. His own 
expLination is that he did it in a roundabont man- 
ner wliieli they fail(:(i lo ciomprehend, and wliich 
he liiniiseif (iouhl nut olui'.idatt^ 

On tln^ way up the hill, All" made several inter- 
esting- dif^coveries of plants which were quite nt;w 
to him. 

"ILo! sto]), T say, unr.lc," he exclaimed for the 
twt;nlieth time that day, as be picked u]) some 
object of interest. 

"What now, lad?" said the Ca])tain, stop])ing 
and wi])inf^ his lieatod brow. 

"Here is another specimen of these petrifactions 
-Ljokl" 
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" He means a vegetable o' some sort turned to 
stone, Chiijt^atok," explained the Capt.ain, as he 
examined the specimen with an intf^vestcd though 
unscieiitihe e\e\ 

"You remeiMhcr, uncle, the cx])lanatum 1 <^'ave 
you some time ai^'o," said the enthusiastic Alt', 
*' about Professor lEcer of Ziirieli, who came to the 
eoncliision tliat primeval forests once existed in 
these now treeless Arctic ro^duns, from the fossils of 
oak, elm, pine, and maple leaves discovered tlujre. 
Well, I found a fossil of a plajie leaf the other day, 
-not a very good ojie, to be sure — and now, here 
lA a splendid specimen of a petrified oak-leaf. Don't 
you trace it quite plainly?" 

"Well, lad," returned the Captain, frowning at 
the specinum, " I do believe you're riglit. Tliere 
does seem to be tlie mark of a leiif there, and tlicre 
is some ground for your theory that tliis laud may 
have been once covered with trees, tliougli it *s liard 
to believe that when we look at it." 

" An evidence, uncle, that wc sliould not be too 
ready to judge by appearances," said Alt', as they 
resumed their upward marcli. 

The top gained, a space was quickly selected and 
cleared, and a simple hut of flat stones begun, while 
the Captain unpacked his box. It contained a 
barometer, a maxiuuuu and minimum self-regis 
tering tliermometer, wet and dry bulb, also a black 
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nihiir iiLsiiiiiiU'Mts. 

" I liiivij; iUiot]it:r box of similar iiistruiiu^nt?, Alf, 
down buliAv," K;ii(l tlio (■Li]jtHin, as lie laid tluun 
carefully out, "ami I hojjo, by coinjiariiig tiuj results 
obtaiiiod up lu;ri; willi those obtairu;d at the level of 
the sea, to tiairy homo a seiies of notes which will 
be of considerable value to science," 

When the Captain had finished laying them out, 
the Eskimos retired to a little distance, and regarded 
them for some minutes with anxious expectancy ; 
but as the strange things did not burst, or go up 
like sky-rockets, they soon returned with a some- 
what disappointed look to their hut-binlding. 

The work was quickly completed, for Eskimos 
are expert builders in their way, and the instru- 
ments had been carefully set up under slielter 
when the (ii-st ayuiploms of the storm be^an. 

"I hope tlie sportsmen have returned," said Ibe 
Captain, looking gravely round the horizon. 

" No doubt tliey h:ive," said Alf, preparing to 
descend the mountain. " I.eo is not Tiaturidly reck- 
less, and if he were^ the cautious Anders would bo 
a drag on liini." 

An hour later tliey regained tlu; Mskirno village, 
just as Benjy came running, in a state of dripping 
consLernaLioii, from the sea. 

Need it be said that an instant nnd vigorous 
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seardi was iiiHlitut.f,d ? Not oiAy dij w \nu\i\ oCtho 
slouteHi warriors, lioaded hy C'hingatok, si? I ofT in a 
fleet of k:iy;ik.s, Imt ihe Caplaiii and liis coiMjuiiiiuiiri 
sLai'U'd williuiit. diday in llie twu i-iiniaiiiint; iinlia 
ruhlii^i' 'hoa1,s, and, ll^yini^ llieir kil,i.;,s, dtr^lijle llio risk' 
of doii>«f si» in a ^^ali'., went awa_y in eager liash^ 
over Llie f(.)aniin<,; Ifillows. 

Ai'h'.f (^xerlin;.^ llienis(;lves to tlie uii^-i'niost, iliey 
failed to discovi^i the Hli^dilesL Lraee of llu; lo.st boat. 
The st.orin ]>asHed (juii;kly, and a calm snci:eed(!d, 
uJiablin^Lj tlieni 1o ])roH('.(aite tlie isc.andi nmre eil'ect- 
ively w'itii oar and ]>adiile, Init: witli jioln'iLiu' resulu 

Day after day passed, and still no member of the 
band En^dislnnan or .Kskimo — would relax his 
ellbrts, or admit that hope was siiddn^. lUit they 
had to admit it at hxMt, aiid, aftei* tliret; vvetik^ oi' 
unremitting U)il, they were eoni])elled to |j;iYe up in 
absolute despair. The most .san;.;uine was d]-iven to 
thfi terrible eoneliusiojt that Lt'o, Ander:;,, and timid 
little Oblooria were lost! 

Tt was an awi'id bkjw. Wliat cared A If or the 
(^aptaiii now for discovory, or scienldlie invi.^stiira- 
tion ! 'The poor m;gro, wlio liad never at any time 
cared foj' plants, rocdcs, or Voles, was sank in the 
])rofoundest depths of sorrow. Iknjy's ^^ay spirit 
was utterly broken. Oolichuk's hearty lauL^li was 
silenced, and a cloud of settled melancholy de- 
scend (id over the en tin; village of Poloe. 
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CIIAVTKU XXT 


KATB UK TMK LOST OKKB. 


r.KO» Anders, und timid little Oblooria, howevor 
wi^rt^ not lost ! 'I'hcir t;as(J was bad enough, but it 
had not (i\iiU'. comu to that. 

On pfiitini^f from lienjy, as described in tlie last 
chapter, theae tliree went after a walrus, which 
(^0([n(^ttt3d w^ith them instead of attackiiij^, and drew 
them a coiiBiderable dlHtance away fnjin tlie island. 
This would have been a niattc-^r of trilling im])o]'t if 
the weather Inul remained cahu, but, ars we have 
seen, a sudden and violent gale aiose. 

When tlie eoniing squall was lirst ohserved the 
boat was far to leeward ofTaradiae Isle, and as tliat 
iftlaud happened to be one of tlie most northerly oi' 
the grou]) over which Anialatok ruled, tliey were 
thus far to leeward of any land with the exception 
of a solitary sugar-loaf roclv near the horizon. Still 
Leo and liis companions were not im])ressed with 
any sensti of danger. 'I'hey had been so long 
nccustomcMl to calniy, aini I,*) moving about in i.ij--^ 
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iinlia-rubber boats by means of paddle-s with perfect 
ease and security, that they had half forgotten tlie 
force of wind. Be.sides, the widrua was still playint^ 
with them provokingly — keeping ju.st out of rifle- 
shot as if he luul studied fire arms and knew tlieir 
vaxv^ii exactly. 

"The rascal!" exclaimed Leo at last, losing 
patience, *' he will never let us come an inch 
nearer." 

" Try 'im once more," said Anders, who was a keen 
sportsman, " push him, paddlo strong, llo ! Oblooria, 
paddle hard and queek." 

Although the interpreter, being in a facetious 
mood, addressed Oblooria in Knglish, slie quite 
understood his significant gestures, and bent to her 
work with a degree of energy and power quito sur- 
prising in one apparently so fragile, Leo also used 
his oars (for Lhuy had both oars and ])addles) with 
such good-will that the boat skimmed over the 
Arctic sea like a northern diver, and tlie distauca 
between them and the walrus was perceptibly 
lessened. 

" I don't like the looks o' the soutliern sky," said 
Lqo, regarding the horizon with knitted brows. 

"llims black *nough — any'ovv," said Anders. 

" Hold. T *1I have a farewell shot at the brute, and 
give up the chase," said Leo, laying down the oars 
and grasping iiis rilla 
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Tho ball socTiied to lakd t'/Tect, for the walrus 
divtiti immo(liiit(4y witli a violcjiit splutter, and was 
seen no more. 

By this time the squall was hissing towards tiium 
so fast that the huntei'H, giving up all thought of the 
walrus, turntMl at anc(s and made for the land, hut 
land by that time hiy far off on th« southern horizon 
with a dark Rjam-iieeked sea between it and them. 

" There *s no fear of the boat, Ohlooria," said Leo, 
glancing over his shoulder at the girl, who sat crouch- 
ing to meet tlie first burst of the coming storm, **but 
you must hold on tight to the life-lines." 

There was no need to caution Anders. Tliat 
worthy was already on his knees embracing a thwait 
— his leetli clenched as he gazed over the bow. 

On il came like a whirlwind of the tropics, and 
rushed jiuht over the low round gunwale of the 
boat, svvccjnng loose artichis overboard, and carry- 
ing her bodily to leeward. Leo had taken a turn of 
the life-lines round both thighs, and held manfully 
to Ids oars. These, after stooping to the first rusli 
of wind and water, lie plied with all liis nnght, and 
was alily seconded by Oblooria as well as by the 
interpreter, but a very few minutes of effort sufficed 
to convince them that thoy laboured in vain. They 
did not even "hold tlieir own," as sailors have it, 
but drifted slowly, y<it steadily, to the north. 

" It's im])ussible to mnkt; licad against //n's," said 
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Leo, su(l(l(^nly ctiiising his efforts, " juid T ('oiint it. a 
pi(i(u* ui' j^ood fiirLuiii*, for wliich we ciiiiiKit, be too 
thankful, l.liiiL there is still hxinl to leeward of us." 

lie iMfiiited to the suj^ar-hjul' rock before mun 
tioned, towards w lii(;li tliey W(;rt^ now rapidly drifLin*' 

"Nothing to etit dere. Xut.hinij; to drink," said 
Anders, ;.;lf)oniily. 

"Oil! t.hut won't matter nmnh. A sqiiiill lik" this 
!ian't lawt long. We .shall soon be able to start again 
ior home, no doubt. 1 say, Anders, what are these 
i;reatures ofT the point there ? They seem too large 
and black for sea birds, and noL the shape of steals 
or v.;;.[iuses/' 

The intei'preter gazed earnestly at the objects in 
question for some moments without answering. The 
rod; w]n(:b they wen; quiekly nearing was ru^irj^(-d 
barren, and steej) on its southern face, against which 
the wav(^R were by that tinui dasliing witli extreme 
violence, so that landing thei(i would have been an 
im])ORsibility. On its lee or northern side, however 
they might count on quiet water. 

" We have nothing to fear," said Leo^ observing 
that Oblooria was much agilated ; "tell lier so, 
Anders ; we are sure to find a sheltered creek of 
some Burt on the otlier side." 

"] fear not: the rocks or storm," rejdied the 
Eskimo girl to Anders. '* Tt is (irabaiitak, the chief 
of Fhitland, tliat 1 fear." 
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" CrnibanUk ! " exolaijinid Anders and Luo in the 
saitK^ Lrealli. 

"Grabautiik is comint^ willi iii.s iiKiul" 

I'dorlitUti OLlooria, w1k»so U\(-o. liad palul wliilo 
lier vvliolo i'raint' ir(.Mnbli;d, pointed to\v;i.rds the dark 
objectK v/liic.li had already altraeled Lln;ii; aM:enLion. 
They were by l.bat time near enougli to bo distin 
gnislied, and aw tlioy eame, one afh^r anotlier, round 
the western point ol' Sugar lojil rot^k, it was all too 
evident that tlie ^drl was right, and tliat tlie llt^ot of 
kayaks was probably bearing the noriliern savage 
and his men tu attaek the iuluibitants of Poloe. 

Leo's first impulse was to seize his repeating rifie 
and iill its cartridge-cbamber quite full. It inay 
bo well to observe liere that the ciutridges, being 
carried iu a tight waterproof case, h:id not been 
affecteii by the seas whieli had so recently over- 
whelnuid them. 

" What 's de nse ? *' asked Anders, in an nnnsnally 
sulky tojH'., lis he w^itohed theyontli's action. "Two 
men nut c.Ji.n {ny\\t all dn inajis nf Flatland." 

" No, but. I can ]>iek (jff a dozen of tlu^m, one after 
another, witli my good rifle*., nntl then the rest will fly. 
(Irabantak will fall first, and his best men after him." 

This was int idle boast on tlie part of Leo. Tie 
knew that he e,ould aceomplisli \\hid he threatened 
long l)erore the llskimos eonld get within ope;ri- 
throwing di'^^tanec of his boat. 
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"No use," repeated Anders, firin]}^ still Hliala'u^i; 
his head in a sulky manner. " Wlien you's bullets 
be done, more an' more iiiimies come on. Then dey 
kill you, an' me, an' Oblooria." 

Leo laid down liis weapon. Tlic resulve to tlie 
fi<^diting to tlie last was Uhj I'esult uf a ^nere inipulso 
of animal courage. Second thoiit^flits cooled him, and 
tlie reference to Obluoria's fate decided liim. 

"You are right, Anders. IS by figlifing to tlie 
death I could save Oblooria, it would be my duty 
as well as my pleasure to fight; but I sec tiiat I 
haven 't the ghost of a chance against such a liust as 
is approat;hiug, and it would be simply revengeful 
to send as many as T can into the next world l)efoio 
going there myself. Tiesides, it would exasperate the 
.siLvages, and make thcni harder nn the poor girl." 

Tn saying this Leo was rather arguing out tlie 
point with himself tlian talking to the interpreter, 
who did not indeed understaml much of Avliat lie 
said. Having made up Ids mind how to aot, Leo 
stowed his precious rifle and ammunition in a 
small bag placed for that pnrpose under mie of the 
thwarts, and, resintiing the oars, ])re])ared io meet 
his fate, whatever it should be, peacefully and 
unarmed. 

While thus drifting in sileruM.; before the gale, the 
thought suddenly occurred to Leo, "How strange it 
is that 1, who am a Christian in name at leiist — 
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^iioulil feel as ii' it were, al)KSiinl to pray for GoiVs 
liclp at sudi a lime as this! Smely He wlio made 
me and these E.skimosiseapaldeofguanlingus? The 
very l(\ast we. can <1o is 1o ask Him to guide us !" 

The youtli was suijn-jyetl at tlie tliouglit. It had 
ilasluul u|)oii him like, a ray of light. It was not 
t]ie lirsttiine that he liad been in even more iuimi- 
neut daiigo]' than tJie present, yet lie had never 
heforc thought of tlie neeessity of asking help from 
God, as if He were really ])resent and able as well 
as willing to succour, liefore tlie tliought had 
passed lie acjted on it. He had no time for formal 
prayer. He looked up ! It was prayer without 
words. Li a lew minutes nioi'o the boat was 
finrroiinded by tlu; fleet ol kayaks. TJiere were 
hundreds c>f tliese tiny vessels of the north, each 
willi its solitary oecupaut, using his double-bladed 
paddle vigorously. 

Need we say tliat th(^ strangers were at first 
gazed on with speechless wonder? and that the 
Eskimos kept for sonui time hovering round tliem 
at a respeetl'ul distance, as if nneerlain how to ;i.ct, 
but with tlieir war spears ready ? All l-lie tinift Ihe 
whole |):ivty drifted before the gale towards the 
island-roek. 

"Anders," said Leo, while the nativt^s reTnained 
in this state of indecision^ " my mind is made up as 
fiO our course of action. We will offer no resistance 
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wiiJiLever to Ihese fellows. Wo must bo absolutely 
submissive, unless, indeed, tliey attempt to ill-treat 
Oblooria, ui which case of course we will dcfcrul her. 
Do you hear ?" 

TJiis was said wii-h suf.li ([ui(;t (le(;isi{)ii, iuid the 
concludiii^^' question was [)ut in such a torui, that the 
iiiter]H'et.er replied, " Yis, sar," jirumpUy. 

As Leo made tio sii^n of any kind, hut coutiuuetl 
to guide the boat steadily with th(^ oars, as if his 
Hole anxiety was to round the western poiiit of the 
island and f^^et into a place of shelter, the luitives 
turned their kayaks and advanced alon^ with liim. 
Naturally they fell into the position of an e.scorfc 
— a part of tlie fleet paddlinj:; on each side of the 
captives (for such they now were), while the rest 
brought up the rear. 

"\Vhat ails Oblooria, Anders?" asked Leo in a 
low tone. 

"What is the matter?" asked the inter] )ret.er, 
turning to the girl, who, ever since tlio ajjproach of 
the hlskimop, had crouched like a bundle in. the 
bottom oj' the boat wii-h her face buried in luu' hands. 
"Thert^ is no fear, (habantak is a man, luit a bc^ar. 
He will noil eat you." 

''Orabantak knows lou^" an>;wered tlie poor Ljirl, 
withou! liniuL,' her head; " h(^ came to Poloe once, 
rteforc the war, and wanted me ho he the wife of his 
vjOJI. i ^'.'.:^• :j ;1. Imm Sf)n. I wivut (Julichuk '" 
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Tl)e simplicity and Ciunlonr of this confcHsiou 
canst'il Ia:o U> liiUL^b in spito of hirnst^lf, ^vhili' poc^r 
littU:; 0]>loori:i., whu tJiou^i^lit it no lau^liing ni;Uit(^r, 
burst into tiJiu's. 

Of course tho Tiieu of Flat! ami liop"L tlicir eyes 
fixed in wide iiTnazcuKULt on Lc.n, ha lliuy })iuldle(l 
along, and tliis sudden laii^di of his iui]>rcHftod tlioni 
deeply, b(diig apparently without a cause, <3ou])hid 
as it was with an air of absohite iruUnerence to 
his probable fate, and to the presence (jf so many 
foes. Even the ruthless laiid-lnuigerer, Grabantak, 
was solemnised. 

In a few iniuutes the wliole party swept roun<Tl 
the point of rocks, and proce.eded towards tlu; land 
over the comj)aratively quiet waters of a little hay 
which lay under tlie hio of the Sugar- loaf rock. 

DuriTi^' the hrieF period that had heeu afCorded 
for thoiit^lil, LiH) had been intently making hiM plans;. 
Tie now proceeded to carry tliem out. 

" Hand me the trinket-bundle," h(^ said to Aud(;rs. 

The interpreter searched in a waterproof jjouch 
in the stern of tlie boat, and produced a :im;dl himdlfi 
of such trinkets as are known to be v:ihifd by 
savages. It had Ixjeu placed and \vas always kept 
there by CaptaiTi Yane, to ))e ready for enu/rgoncierf. 

"They will be sure to take ever\ thing frr)m us at 
any rate," remarked T.eo, as he dividf^l tlip trinkuts 
into two separate bundles, " so 1 sliall lake tlic wind 

']' 
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out of Uirir sails by giving everylliing up at onro 
witli a good i^racti." 

The Gra^imtalcK, iC wo may fto stylo tJioni, drew 
near, as the tloet approached Ujt' slion^ witli iju'reas- 
hig uui-ii.)::.ity. Wlu^-u land w;(s roaclutd they leaped 
out of their kayaks and crtiwdt^d rouud Ihe strangiirs, 
It is pvohuhlo iliat tlu^y wouhl liavo .seized them 
and theii' jju-ssessioiis at this point, hut the tall 
strapping iiguru of Leo, and his quiet manner, 
overawed them. They }i(dd l)at;k while the india- 
TuhlH;r lH>at was heiiig carried by Leo and Anders 
to a position of saf(;ty. 

Poor Ohlooria walked beside them with her head 
bowed down, slirinkiag as much as possible out of 
siglit. Everybody was so taken up M'ith tlie strange 
white man that no one took any notice of her. 

No soonfir was the boat laid down than Leo talking 
(MU! of th(j bundles of trinkets ste])jM.'d up to 
(Jrahantak, wIkuji lui easily distinguislu^l by Ids 
air of superiority and the defcreiice paid him by 
his followers. 

Pulling his own nose by way of a friendly token, 
Loo smiled benignantly in tlie chief's face, and 
opened the bundle belbre him. 

It is needless to say that deliglit mingled with 
the snrprisu that had hitherto blazed on the visage 
of Grabantak. 

" Come here, AinlcrG. and bririti: the other bnndhj 
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with you. Tell this warrior tliat T am very glad to 
meet with him." 

"Great and unconqucTahle warrior," began the 
interpreter, in the dialect whicli he had found was 
understood by the men of Poloe, "wc have come 
frOHi i'ar-nfT lands to bring you gifts — " 

"Anders," said Leo, wJiose knowledge of the 
Eskimo tongue was suflicient, by that time, to 
enable him in a measure to follow the drift of a 
speech, "Anders, if you don't tell him exactly what 
1 say 1 11 kick you into the sea !" 

As Anders stood on a rook close to the water's 
edge, and Leo looked unusually stern, he tliereafter 
rendered faithfully wliat the latter told him to say. 
The speech was something to the following effect : — 

" 1 am one of a small band of white men who 
liavc come here to search out the land. We do not 
want the land. We only want to see it. We have 
plenty land of our own in the far soutti. We have 
been staying with the great chief Amalatok in 
Poloeland." 

At tlio mention of his enemy's name the counte- 
nance of Grabantak darkened. Without noticing 
this, Leo went on : — 

" Wlien T was out hunting with my man and a 
woman, the wind arose and blew us hither. Wc 
claim your hospitality, and hope you will help ut 
to get back again to Poloeland, If you do so we 
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will reward yoii wull, for white men are powerful 
and rich. See, here arc gifts for Grahantak, and for 
his wife." 

Tliis LilttiT remark was a aort of inspiration. Leo 
had obstti'vtul, while Andors was speaking, that a 
stout cheeri'iil-fa(;ed woman had been pusliing aside 
the men and gradually edging her way toward the 
Eskimo chief witli tlie air of a privileged person. 
That he liad hit the mark was ohvious, for Grahantak 
turned with a bland smile, and hit his wife a faceti- 
tais and ratlicr lu^avy slap on the shoiddor. She 
was evidently accustomed to such treatment^ and 
did not wnnce. 

Taking from his bundle a gorgeous smnking-eap 
i-ichly ornamented with brilliant beads, Leo coolly 
crowned the chief with it. Grahantak drew himself 
up and tried to look majestic, but a certain twitch- 
ing fif his face, and sparkle in his eyes, betrayed 
a tt-ndu-ncy to laugh with delight. F<trtnn.ately, 
there was annther cap of exactly tlie same pattern 
in the bundle, wliich Leo instantly placed on tlie 
head of the wile -whose name he afterwards learned 
was Merkut. 

The chiefs assumed dignity vanished at this. 
With that childlike hilarity peculiar to the Eskimo 
race, he laughed outright, atid then, seizing the cap 
from Merkut's head, put it above his own to the 
amusement of his grinning followers. 
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Txio then soleoted a glittering clasp knife witli 
two bLides, which the chief seized eagerly. Tl was 
evidently a great prize — too seriuuy a gift to be 
lightly laughed at. Then a comb was presented to 
the wife, and a string of gay beads, and a pair of 
scissors. Of course the uses of combs and scissors 
had to be explained, and deep was the interest 
manifested during the explanation, and utter tlie 
forgetfulness of the whole party for tlic time being 
in regard to everytiiing else in the world - Oblooria 
included, who sat unnoticeil on the rocks with her 
face still buried in her bauds. 

When Grabantak's possessions were so niimcr- 
0U8 that the hood of his coat, and the tops of his 
wife's boots wfire nearly filled with them, lui became 
generous, and, prince-like (liaving more than he 
knew what to do with), began to distribute tlungs to 
his followers. 

Among these followers was a tall and stalwart 
son of his own, to whoni he was rather stern, and 
not very liberal. l-*erhaps the (iliief wished to train 
him with Spartan ideas of self-denial. Perhaj).s 
he wanted his followers to note his impartiality. 
Merkut did not, however, act on the same principles, 
for she quietly jiassed a number of valuable articles 
over to her dear son Koyatuk, unobstirvcd by his 
Btern father. 

Things had gone on thus pleasantly for some 
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time ; the novelty of the gifts, and the interest in 
their explanation having apparently rendered these 
people forgetful of the fact that they might take 
them all at once ; when a sudden change in the 
ytatc of affairs was wrought by tlio utterance of one 
word. 

" We must not," said Leo to Anders, looking at 
his follower over the heads of the Eskimos, " I'urgct 
poor little Ublooria." 

"Obloorial" roared Grabantak with a start, as 
if he liad been elecLnfied. 

" Oblooria !" echoed Koyatuk, glaring round. 

" Oblooria ! " gasped the entire band. 

Anotlier moment and Grabantak, bursting through 
the crowd, leaped towards the croucliing girl atul 
raised her face. Ilecognising her he uttered a yell 
which probably was meant for a cheer. 

Hurrying the frightened girl into the circle 
through which he had broken, the chief presented 
her to his son, and, witli an air worthy of a 
civilised courtier, said : — " Your wifty Koyatuk — 
your Oblooria ! looria ! " 

Ho went over the last syllables several times, as 
if he doubted hi.s senses, and feared it was too good 
news to be true. 

Tliis formal introduction was greeted }>y the 
chiefs followers with a series of wild shouts and 
other demoiiiitiations of extreme joy. 


OU ruKlWUS KOUND TUE I'ULK 'Jd5 


CTIATTKK XXTI, 

A i'lcm IN DKKliNCK OF WOMAN, ANU lUFLR-SIIOOTINO 
EXTRAOKDINARY. 

WiiiON tlie ftxciieiiu3!it Imd sumuwliat fil);ited, Leo 
Kti;i>i>L'.(.l to the si(lt3 of Oblouria, jukI liiyii)j^' liis Imiid 
oil hur shoulder SJiid firmly, thruu^^h Aiulei'S : — 

"Pardon ine, (.Trabfiiitak, tliiw yirl is 7ioi tlio wife 
of Koyatiik; she is nty sistc?- !" 

Tlie tjliief frowned, clenched iiis teetli, and griusped 
ii spear — 

" Wlieii did Kablunet men begin to have Eskimo 
sisters?" 

" When they took all distressed w^onien under 
their protection," mtunied Leo promptly. '* Every 
woman who neiids my hcdp is my sister," he added 
with a look of seir-sullieiency which lie was far from 
feeling. 

This new doctrine obviously puzzh^l tlie chief, 
who frowned, smiled, and looked at the groiuitl, as 
if in meditation. It seemed to afford great comfort 
to Oblooria, wlm nestled closer to her cham]jion. 
As f'rir Koyatuk, ho troatod t!ie matter with an air 
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of ininglocl surprisci and sconi; but duLifulIy fiwaited 
his i'.'ither's ijIcjiruto. 

Koyatuk was j)liysically a inie specimen of & 
sava^^p, Imt his spirit was not equal to liis body. 
Like liis fatluir lie was over si:x fiK^t liii^^li, and 
linnly knit, l)eing of botli larger and stronger 
build than Leo, whom he now regarded, and of 
course liated, as liis rival— a conteni])tible one, no 
<loubt ; still- a rival. 

The warriors watched their chief in breathless 
suspense. 'J\) them it was a tliuroughly imw aiid 
interesting situation. 1'liat a white stranger, tall 
and active, but slender and very young, should dare 
single-handed to dofy not only their chief, but, as it 
were, the entire tribe, including the royal family, 
was a state of things in rcgnrd to whicli their 
pr(^vious livf^s afftirdcd 310 parallel. Tliey could not 
inidcrslaTid it at all, and stood, as it were, in eager, 
open-nu)uthed, and ono-leggod ex]iectation. 

At last Grabantak looked uj), as if s]]iitten by a 
new idea, aiui spoke- ■ 

" Can Xablunet men ilght ?** lie a.^ked. 

'* Tliey love pc^aee better than war," answered Leo, 
" but when they see cause to fight tiiey can do so." 

Turning immediately to his son, Grabantak said 
with a grim smile : — 

" T^eliold your wife, take her !" 

Koyatuk advanced. Leo placed Oblooria behim' 
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him, and, being unarmed, threw himself into a x>ugi- 
lisLic posture of defence. Tlic young Eskimo laid 
one of \\h strong hands on the Englishman's shoul- 
der, intending to tlirust liim aside violently. Leo 
was naturally of a tender disposition, lie shrank 
from dealing a violent blow to one who had not the 
remotest idea of what was coming, or how to defend 
himself from the liuman fist when used as a batter- 
ing-ram. 

Hut J.C0 clianced to be, in a sense, doubly armed. 
During one of his lioliday rambles in Kiigland lie 
had visited Cornwall, and there had learned that 
celebrated "throw" wliicli consists in making your 
haunch a I'ulorum, your right arm a lever, and yo\ir 
adveisai-y a slnittlecock. lie suddenly grasped his 
foe round the waist witli one arm. Next moment 
the CJrabantaks saw what the most imaginative 
among tliem liatl never till then conceived of— - 
Koyatiik's tholes turned to the sky, and liis head 
jnjinling to the ground ! The moment following, he 
lay flat on liis back looking upwards blankly. 

The hulc ! hi ! ho ! hooroos ! that followed may be 
conceived, but carmot bo described. Some of the 
men burst into laughter, for anything ludicrous is 
irresistible to an Eskimo of the very far north. A 
few were ]tetrificd. Others there were who resented 
this indignity to the heir-apparent, and flourished 
their spears in a threatening manner. These hist 
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Grabantak quieted with a look. The incident un- 
doubtedly surprised that stern parent, but also 
afibrded him some amusement. He said it was an 
insult that must be avenged. Oddly enough he 
made use of an expression which sounded curiously 
familiar to Leo's ears, as translated by Anders. 
" The insult," said Grabantak, " could only be 
v^ashed out in blood /" 

Strange, that simple savages of the far north 
should liold to tliat ridiculous doctrine. We had 
imagined that it was confined entirely to those 
further south, whose minds have been more or less 
warped by civilised usage. 

A ring was iu»mediately formed, and poor Leo 
now saw that tlie matter was becoming serious. 
He was on the eve of figliting an enforced duel in 
Oblooria's service. 

While the savages were preparing the lists^ and 
Koyatuk, having recovered, was engaged in converse 
with his fatlier, Leo wliispered to Anders — 

" Perhaps Oblooria has no objection to be the 
wife of this man?" 

But the poor girl had very strong objections. 
She was, moreover, so emphatic in her expressions 
of horror, and cast on her champion such a look of 
entreaty, that he would have been more than mortal 
had he refused her. It was very perjilexing. The 
idea of killing, or bcin;,' killed, in such a cause was 
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rery repulsive. He tried to reason with Grabautak 
about the sin of injuring a defenceless woman, and 
Lhe abstract right of females in general to have some 
say in the selection of their husbands, })ut Graban- 
lak was inexorable. 

"Is the Kabbuiet afraid?" he asked, with a 
glance of scornful surprise. 

"Does he look afraid ?" returned Leo, quietly. 

Koyatuk now stepped into the middle of the 
ring of warriors, with a short spear in his right 
hand, and half-a-dozen spare ones in his left, 
whereby Leo perceived that the battle before hiin 
was not meant to be a mere ** exchange of shots," 
for the " satisfaction of honoTir." There was 
evidently no humbug about these Eskimos. 

Two men mounted guard over Anders and 
Oblooria, who, however, were allowed to remain 
inside the ring to witness the combat. A warrior 
now advanced to Leo and presented him with a 
small buudle of spears. He took them almost 
mechanically, thanked the giver, and laid them 
down at his feet without selecting one. Then he 
stood up, and, crossing his arms on his breast, gazed 
full at his opponent, who made a hideous face at 
him and llourished his spear. 

It was ([uite evident that the Eskimos were 
perplexed by tlie wliite youth's conduct, and knew 
not what to make of it. The truth is that poor Leo 
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was almost beside himself with conflicting emotions 
and uncertainty as to wliut lie ought to do. Despite 
all that had taken place, he found it almost im- 
possible to persuade himself tliat lie was actually 
about to engage in mortal combat. He had not a 
vestige of angry feeling in his heart against the 
man whom he was expected to fight with to the 
death, aiul the extraordinary nature of the complex 
faces that Koyatuk was making at him tended to 
fustor the delusion that tlie whole tiling was a farce 
— or a dream. 

Then the knowUMlge that he conld burst through 
tlie ring, get hold of his rifh\ and sell his life dearly, 
or, perhaps, caiise the whole savage tribe to lly in 
terror, was a sore temptation to him. 7V11 this, 
coupled with the necessity fnr taking instant nnd 
vigorous action of some sf)rt, w^as enough to drive an 
older head distracted. It diil drive the blood 
violently to the youtli*s face, but, by a powerful 
effort of self-restraint, he c(>utin\u:'d to stand perfectly 
still, \\]iv. a living statue, facing the Kskimo. 

At last X(^y;Lt.nk became tired of making useless 
faces at his rival. Suddenly poising his spear, he 
launched it. 

Had Leo's eye been less quick, or his limbs less 
active, that s])ear liad laid him low for ever. He 
had barely time to spring asidf, wlien the w(>apon 
passed between his side and his left arm, grazing 
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tli*^ latter sliglitly, and drawing blood which trickled 
to the «'mls of In's finjjfM's. 

Tliore could he ru> furtlier doubt now about the 
nature of th(^ ti<^hL (-attOiinir up a sjujar Iron i the 
bmuUe at his feet lie was just in time to receive the 
i'^slcimo, wlio H])rang in on him with the intention 
of coming at once to clobc quarters, llis rusli was 
very furious; probably witli a view to make it 
decisive. lUit tlie agih3 Leo was equal to the 
occasion. Bendint; suddenly so low as to be quite 
under Ins opponent's desperate thruat, he struck out 
liis ri^ht le;^ firmly. Koyatuk tripped over it, and 
ploughed the land for some yards with his hands, 
head, and knees. 

Cnnsidorably staj:,'f:ered in mind and body by the 
fall, he sprang up witli a roar, and turned to renew 
the attatOv. Leo was ready. The Eskimo, by that 
tinu; inatl with pain, humiliation, and ragf^ cxcrcified 
nocaulinii in liis assault.. lie rushed at his rival 
like a mad Imll. (..)ur rjUj^lishman saw his op- 
porl unity. Droppin:^ his own spear ho guarded 
the tlirust of his advers;vry s with his rij:;ht arm, 
while, witli his left fist, he ])lantcd a solid blow on 
Koyatuk*s du'ehead. The right list followed the 
left like the lightning flash, and alighted on 
KoyaUik's nose, which, flat by nature, was rendered 
flattt:r still by art. Indeed it would be the weakest 
flattery to aasc^l that he had any nost' at all after 
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receiving that T)low. It was reduced to tlie shape 
of a small pancake, from the two holes in ^ich 
there instantly spouted a stream of blood so copious 
tliat it dreiKiIied alike its owner and his rival. 

After giviiiL^ liiin this double salute, T/jo stepped 
quickly aside to let him tumble forward, heels over 
head, which he did with tho only half-checked im- 
]>etuoyity of his ons^et, and lay prone upon the ground. 

"Tliore, Anders," said the victor, turning round 
as he pointed to his prostrate foe, "surely Grabantak's 
son has got enough of blnod tiow to wipe out all the 
insidts he ever received, or is likely to receive, from 
me." 

Grabantak appeared to agree to this view of the 
case. That he saw and relished the jest was obvious, 
ibr he burst into an uproarious fit of laughter, in 
which his amiable warriors joined him, and, 
advancing to Leo, gave him a hearty slap of apjiroval 
on the shouhhu'. At the same time ho cast a look 
of amused scorn on his fallen son, who was being 
attended to by Merkut 

It may be observed hero that Merkut was the 
only woman of the tribe allowed to go on this war- 
expedition. I5eing the chiefs wife, she had been 
allowed to do as she jdeased, and it was her 
pleasure to accompany the party and to travel like 
the warriors in a kayak, which she managed as well 
af^ the Viest of them. 
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Orahaiit.iik now ordtirtid his men to encamp, and 
foed rill the ujale should ahate. Thtni, calling Leo 
au(1 the interpretor asitU^,, he cpiostioncd ihem closely 
ae. to the condition of t])e Poloese and the nnnibcra 
of the white men who had recently joined them. 

Of conrse Leo ninde Anders f^ive him a graphic 
account of the propavatious made by his enemies to 
receive liiui, in the hope that he might he in(hiced 
to give \i\) his intentions, hnt lie had mistaken the 
spirit of tlit^ ilshimo, wlio merely showed liis teeth, 
frowned, ]iui^Li;lied iii a diabolic manner, and flonrislied 
his sp{\ir during tlie recital of Arnahitok's warlikt^ 
aTrangen\ents. He wound up by saying tliat he 
was rejoiced to learn all tliat, because it would be 
all the more to his credit to make his enejiiy go 
down on his knees, lick the dust, crawl in Ids 
presence, and otherwise humhlo himself. 

"But ti'li him, Anders," said Leo, earnestly, "that 
my white hrot.hers, thongh few in number, are very 
strong and bravo. I'litiy have weapons too wliich 
kill far off and make a dreadful noise." 

(irabantak lan^fhed contemptuously at this. 

"Does the Kabliinet," he asked, "think 1 am 
afraid to die — afraid of a noise? does he think that 
none but white men can kill far off?" 

As he spoke he suddenly hurled his spear at a 
gull, which, with many otJiers, was pcrclicd on a 
cliff about tliirty yards off, and transfixed it. 
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"(»o to the boat, Anders, and fetcli iny viflH," said 
Li",o in a low tone. 

When thfi riilti was brought a crowd of Kskimos 
oanie with it. They had Leon ch)soly observing 
tlieir filiief and the Ktran<,'cr durin;^^ lln^ conforoncti, 
but renudued at a rcspcctCul distance until they 
saw something nnusual going on. 

''Ttdl the chief/' said Leo, "tohuil^ at that peak 
with tlie solitary gull standing on it." 

He pointeti to a detached cone of rock upwards of 
two Inindred yards distant. 

Wlien the attention of the whole party waa 
concentrated on the bird in question^ Leo took a 
steady aim and fired. 

Need we say that the cfrect of the ahot was 
wonderful? not oidy did the braves utter a united 
yell and give a simultaneous jump, ijut several of 
the less brave arnoug them lioltcd l)(:liiud rocks, or 
tunddod in attempting to do so, wliilu myriads of 
sea -fowl, which clustered imoug the cUlffi, S])rang 
from their perches and went screaming into tlie air. 
At the same time echoes innumerable, whicli had 
lain dormant since creation, or at best had given but 
sleepy response to the bark of walruses and the cry 
of gulls, took up the shot in lively haste and sent 
it to and fro from cliff to crag in bewildering con- 
tinuation. 

"Wonderful !" exclaimed Grahantak in open- 
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mouLhed airiazenieiit, wlien he behold tlio shot gull 
l-imi])Iiiig fi'om its lofty perch, "Do it aguin." 

Leo did it again — all tlie more readily that 
juiother gull, iinwarruul by its i)redece3sor'3 late, 
llew to the conical rock at tho irioinent, and 
])croliod itsfdF on the .same peak. It fell, as before, 
and the ecliocs were again awakened, while the 
sea-birds cawed and screamed more violently than 
ever. 

1'he timid ones among the bravea, having re- 
covtired [Voni their first sliock, stood fast tliis time, 
but LrembhMl much and glared horribly. The chief, 
wlio was made of sterner stuff than many of his 
folhjworB, did not move, though liis face Hushed 
crimson with supj)ressed emotion. As to the sea- 
birds, ciiriosity seemed tu have overcome fear, for 
tliey came circling and wlieeling over-liead in clouds 
HO tletiHC tiiat they almost darkened tlie sky — many 
of them swooping close past the I'jskimos and then 
shearing off and up with wild cries. 

An idea suddenly flashed into Leo's liead. Point- 
ing his rilki upwards he Ijegan and continued a 
rapid lire until all the bullets in it (ten or twelve) 
were expenrlnd. The result was as he had expected. 
Travelling tlirfuigh sucli a dense mass of birds, 
eaeli ball pierced we know not how many, until it 
absolutely raincul dead aiul wounded gulls <m Lhe 
heads of the natives, while the rucks sent iorth a 
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ruar of echoes equal to a contimious fire of musketiy. 
It was stupendous! Notliing like it had occurred in 
the Polar regions since the world IBlrst hecarae a little 
flattened at Ihu poles ! Nothing like it will happen 
again until the conjunction of a series of simila:- 
circumstances occurs. The timid braves lost heart 
again and dived like the coneys into holes and 
corners of the rocks. Others stood still with chatter- 
ing teeth. Even Grabantak wavered for a moment. 
But it was only for a moment. Recovering himself 
he uttered a niiglity shout ; then he yelled ; then he 
howled ; then he slapped his breast and thighs ; then 
he seized a smallish brave near him by the neck 
and hurled him into the sea. Having relieved his 
feelings thus he burst into a fit of laughter such as 
has never been equalled by the wildest maniac 
either before or since. 

Suddenly he calmed, stepped up to Leo, and 
wrenched the rifle from his grasp. 

"1 will do that!" lie cried, and held the weapon 
out at arms length in front of his fact.^ with both 
hands; but there was no answering shot. 

"Why does it not bark?" he demanded, turning 
to Leo sternly. 

" ft will only bark at my bidding,*' said Leo, with 
a significant smile. 

"Eid it, thuu/* said the chief in a peremptory 
tone, Htill holding the rifle out. 
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"You must treat it in the right way, otherwiHe it 
will not bark. I will show you." 

Having been bhown how to pull the trig^t,'er, tlie 
chief tried af»aln, but a shar]) click was tlie only 
reply. Grahantak Ijaving expected a sliot, ha ner- 
vously dropped the rifle, but Leo was prepared, and 
caught it. 

"You must not be afraid of it; it cannot work 
j)roperly if you are afraid. See, look there," he 
added, pointing to the conical rock on wliioli another 
infatuated gull liad perched himself. 

Grahantak looked earnestly. Ilis timid braves 
began to creep out of their holes, and directed their 
eyes to the same spot. AVhile their attention was 
occupied Leo managed to slip a fresh cartridge into 
the rifle unobserved. 

" Now," said he, handing the rifle to the chief, 
"try again." 

Grahantak, who was not quite pleased at the hint 
about his being .afraid, seized the rifle and held it 
out as before. Eesoived to maintain his reputation 
for coolness, he said to his followers in imitation 
of Leo : — 

" Do you see that gull ?" 

"ITuk!" replied the wairiorrt, with eager looks. 

Leo thought of correcting his manner of taking 
aim, but, reflecting that the result would be a juiss 
in any case, lie refrained. 
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Graliaiitak raised tlie rifle slowly, as its owner 
had done, and frowned along the barrel. In doing* 
so, he drew it back until the butt almost touched 
his face. Then ho fired. There was a rei)etition 
of previous results with some differences. The gull 
flew awiiy i'roni the rock unhurt; one of the braves 
Teceiv(;d the bullet iu his thigh and ran ofl' shrieking 
with agony, while the chief received a blow from 
the rifle on the nose wliich all but iiioojporated 
that feature with his cheeks, and drew from his eyes 
the first tears he had ever shed since babyliood. 

That night Grabantak sat for hours staring in 
moody silence at the sea, tenderly caressing his 
injured nose, and meditating, no doubt, oii things 
past, present, and to come. 
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CUAPTEE XXIII. 


LEO VlSIXa FT^TLAND AND HFKB A8 WKI.L Af3 IIKARS MIIOII TO 
INTHUKfiT liiU TUEKE. 


TjfK rosult of GraVinntak's meditation wus that, 
coiiRidering the nature and wonderful weapons of 
the men by whom Amalatok had been reinforced, 
he thought it advisable to return to his own Land, 
which was not far dist.ant, for tlie purpose of adding 
to the force with which lie meant to subjugate the 
men of Poloe. 

"Wo are unconquerable," he said, while con- 
versing on tlie situation with Teyma, his first lieu- 
tenant, or prime minister; " everybody knows that 
we are invincible. It is well known that neither 
white nuui, nor yellow men, — no, nor black men, 
nor blue men, — can overcome the Tlatlanders. We 
must keep up our name. It will Jiot do to let the 
ancient belief die down, that one Platlander is equal 
to three men of Poloe, or any otlier ]an<l." 

"Tlie Poloe men Luigh in their boots when they 
hear us boast in this way," said Teyma gently. 
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We draw atteutioii to the curious resemhlnnce in 
this plirasi! to our more civilised "laughing in the 
sleeve," wliile we point out that the prime minister, 
althou^^h of nec;CHsily a man of war, was hy nature 
a man of peace. Indeed his name, Teyma, which 
signifies i)eace, had been given him because of his 
pacific tendencies. 

" What ! would you not liave me defend the Mat- 
hmd name ?" demanded Orabantak, fiercely. 

''No, T woukl have you defend only the Flatland 
property/' rej)lied the blunt minister. 

" And is not Puirbe my property V* growled 
Grabantak, referring to the barren rock wliich was 
the cause of war. 

" So is thai your property," said Teyma, picking 
up a stone, " and yet I treat it thus !" (He tossed 
it contemptuously into the sea.) " Is tliat wortli 
yiatlander blood ? would you kill me for that ? shall 
Eskimo wives and mothers weep, and children 
mourn and starve for a useless rock in the sea?" 

"You always thwart me, Teyma," said Grabantak, 
trying to suppress a burst of wrath, which he was 
well aware liis fearless minister did not mind in the 
least " It is true this island is not worth the shake 
of a puffin's tail ; but if wo allow the Poloo men to 
take it—" 

"To keep it," mildly suggested Teyma, "they 
have long had it.*' 
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" Well, to ketip it, if you will," continued Iho cliitif 
testily; "will not other tribes say that tlio old nami^ 
of the Matlandurs is dead, that tlic war-spirit is j^ono, 
that they may conie and attack iis when ihoy please ; 
for we cannot defend our property, and tliey will 
try to make us slaves? What! shall I'latlaiiders 
become slaves ? no never, never, neve-r I " cried 
Grabantak, furiously, though unconsciously tpioting 
the chorus of a well-known song. 

"No, never" re-echoed Teyma with an oniphatic 
nod, "yet tlnTO are many steps between figliting for 
a useless rock, and being made slaves." 

"W^ell then," cried Gral)antak, replying to the 
first part of his lieutenant's remark and ii^'unring the 
second, "we must fight to prove our courage. As to 
losing many of our best men, of course wo, canTiot 
help that. Then we must kill, bnrn, and desti-oy right 
and left iu roloeland, to ]>rove our power. After 
that we will show the greatness uf our forbearanet^ 
by letting our enemies alone. Perlinps we may 
even condescend to ask them to become our friends. 
What an honour that would be to them, and, doubt- 
less, what a joy !'* 

" Grabantak," said Teyn\a with a look and tone of 
solemnity which invariably overawed liis chief, and 
made hitn uncomfortable, " you have lived a good 
many years now. Did yon ever make a friend of 
an enemy by beating him?" 
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"Of course not," said tlic other with a geRliire of 
itijpatieiice. 

"(Jrabantak, you had a MIht." 

*' A'tjs," said llio v}\'n\[\ wiUi sulcmn respect. 

"And he had a lather." 

•^a'rue." 

'^And ho, too, had a fiitlicr." 

"AVoll, .1. su])]H)Si; lie had." 

"Of courses lui had. Ail iath(U\s havo h.id fathers 
haok and back into the mystorioua Loii^tiTiu\ If 
not, wliore did our tales and .stories come from? 
There arc many stories iohl hy fathers to sons, and 
fathers to sons, till they have all come down to us, 
and wliat do these stories teach us ? that all fightiiif^ 
is bad, except what must hii. Even what micst be 
is bad — only, it is better tluni some things that are 
worse. Loss of life, loss of country, loss of freedom 
to hunt, and oat, and sleep, are woi'se. We must 
light for these — but to fight for a bare rock, for a 
name, for a ooast, for a fancy, it is foolisli ! and when 
you liav(i got yuur rock, and recovered your name, 
and pleased your fancy, do the brave young men 
that are dead return ? l)o the maidens that weep 
rejoice? Do the inotliers that pine revive? Of 
what f use have been all the wars of llatland ironi 
Longtime till now ? C^an you restore the mountain- 
heaps of kayaks, and oomiaks, and spears, and 
walrus Hues, from the smoke into whicli they van- 
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isliod ? Can you rp-call the ji^rcat rivers of whalo-oil 
from the sen iiilf) which tliey liavc heen poured, or 
the blood of men froin the eartli lliat swalh)wed it? 
Is not war always loss, h)ss, hjss, and never gain? 
Why cannot we live at peace with those wl)o will, 
and tjffht only witli those who insist on war?*' 

" Go, '.reyma, stop your mouth with blubber," said 
the chief, risinfr; "I am weary of you. 1 tell you, 
Amalatok shall die; Piiirbe shall be mine. The 
tribes shall learn to tremble at the name of Graban- 
tak and to respect the men of Tlatland." 

" Ay, and to love them too, I suppose," added 
Teyiua with a facetious sneer. 

"Boo!" replied his chief, bringing the conversa- 
tion to an abrupt close by walking away. 

Tn accordance with their chief's resolve, tlic Grab- 
antakl)and embarked in their kayaks next morning, 
the g.'thi having moderated, and witli the intention of 
obtaining reinforcements, paddled back to l.^'h^tland, 
which they reached in a couple of days. 

On the voyage Leo confined himself strictly to 
the oars and ])addles, being unwilling to let the 
Eskimos into the secret of the kite, until he could 
do so with effect, either in the way of adding to 
their resi)cct for tlie wliite man and his contrivances, 
or of making liis escape. 

Kow, as has been said or hinted, although Grab- 
ftulak's son, Koyatuk, M'as a stout ajid tall man, he 
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was not gifted with mucli brain, lie possessed even 
less of that substance than his father, whose energy 
and power of muscle, coupled with indomitable ob- 
stinacy, enabled hini to hold tlie reins of goveminent 
wliich were his by hereditary right. Lesidcs being 
a fearless man, Grabaniak was respected j;:. a good 
header in war. 13ut Kuyiituk had neither t...o energy 
of his father, nor his determination. He w;:g vacil- 
lating and lazy, as well as selfish. Hence lie was 
not a favourite, and when, after landing at 1^'latland, 
he endeavoured to renew his claim to Oblooria, 
neither his father nor the i)eople encouraged him. 
The timid one was therefore left with Leo and 
Anders, who immediately fitted up for her a sepa 
rate screened-ofF apartment in the hut which was 
assigned to them in the native village. 

Even Koyatuk's mother did not befriend her son 
on this occasion. Merkut had lier own reasons for 
proving faithless to her spoilt boy, w^liom on most 
occasions she favoured. Knowing his character well, 
the sturdy wife of Grabantak had made up licr mind 
that Koyatuk should wed a young intelligent, and 
what you may call Inmpy girl named (Jhukkee, who 
was very fond of the huge and lazy youth, and who, 
being herself good-natured and unsollish, would be 
sure to make him a good wife. 

After one or two unavailing eiforta, therefore, and 
a lew sighs, the heir-apparent to the thiono of 
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Flatlaiid ceasoil to trouble Oblooria, and devoted 
himself to his three favourite occupations — hunting, 
eating, and reijose. 

"Missor Lc," whispered Anders, on the first niglit 
after landing, as they busied themselves with the 
partitiot' abo^/e referred to, "we 'scapes from dis 
here laii.] veiy easy." 

"llov, Anders?" 

'' Wy, you 's ou'y got wait for nort' viut, den up 
kite, launch l)oat, an — hup ! away.*' 

" True, lad, but 1 don't want to escape just yet" 

"Not want to 'scape, V 

"No. You see, Andcra, we are now on very 
friendly terms with this tribe, and it seems to me 
that if we were to remain for a time and increase 
our influence, we might induce Grabantak to give 
up tliif? war on which he seems to have set his 
heart. I have great hopes of doing somcUiiug with 
Teyma. He is evidently a reasonable feUow, and 
has much power T think with tlie chief — indeed 
with every one. Tity that ho is not to succeed 
Grabantak instead of that stupid Koyatuk. Besides, 
now I am here I must exph^re tht; land if possible. 
It is a pity no doubt to leave our friends, even 
for a short time, in ignorance of our fate, but we 
can't help that at present. Light the lamp, Anders, 
and let's see what we 're about." 

The summer was ])y that time ^o far advanced 
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tliiit tlio sun iloRCcnded a considerable wny billow 
the horizon each night, leaving ht^hind a sweet 
mellow twiliglit which deepened almost into dark- 
ness inside the Eskimo huts. These latter, like tliose 
alr(^,ady dest'rilK.'d, were made of .'--t-one, and the fimall 
openings tliat served for windows did not let in 
mucli light at any time. 

The hvit which had been assigned by Crabantak 
to his prisoners — or visitors, for as such he now 
seemed to regard them — was a large roomy one, 
made chielly of clay. It stood on a little mound a 
hundred yards or so apai't from tlie main village of 
riatland, and was probably one of the chiefs private 
palaces. It was oval in form— like a huge oven — 
about fifteen feet in diameter, and six feet in height. 
One-half of the floor was raised about eight inches, 
thus forming the " breck," which served for a lounge 
by day, and a couch by night. Its furniture of 
skins, cooking-lamp, etc., was much the same as 
that of the "J^^skimo huts already described, except 
that the low tunnel-shaped entrance was very long 
— about twelve feet. Light was admitted by a parch- 
ment-covered hole or window, with several rents in 
it, as well as by various accidental holes in tlie roof. 

When the lamp was lighted, and skins were 
spread on tlie breck, and Leo, having finished the 
partition, was busy making entries in a note-book, 
and Anders was amusing him.^elf with a tobacco 
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pipe — foolisli iiiLiu ! and OblooriH was devoting 
herself to the lamp, from Avhich various diamiiiig 
sounds and delicious smells emanated — as wiill as 
smoke — this northern residence looked far more 
cheerful and snug than the luxurious dwellers in 
civilised lands will readily believe. 

" I wonder/' said Leo, looking up from his book 
after a prolonged silence, " 1 wonder what strange 
sounds arc those I hear." 

"P'raps it's de vint," said Anders, puffing' a 
cloud from his lips in sleepy contentment, and 
glancing upwards. 

When ho and Leo looked at tlu3 roof of the liut it 
shook slightly, as if something had fallen on it. 

" Strange," muttered Leo, reverting to his note- 
book, *' it did not look like wind when the sun went 
down. It must be going to blow hard." 

After a few minutes of silence Leo again looked 
up inquiringly. 

" Derc 'a auoder squall," said Anders. 

" More like a sneeze than a squaU. Liaien ; that 
is a queer pattering sound.** 

They listened, but all was silent. After a minute 
or so they resumed their occupations. 

The sounds were, however, no mystery to tliose 
who were in the secret of Uieni. Knowing the 
extreme curiosity of his countrymen, Grabantak 
had placed a sentimd over his guests' hut. with 
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orders to let no one go near it. The sentinel entered 
on his vi.L,nl with that stern sense of duty-unto- 
rleatli tliat is supposed to animate all sentinels. At 
first tlie inhabitants uf J'^lalland kept conscien- 
tiously away from tlic forbidden spot, but as C'2 
shades of night toned down tlie light, some of 
tliem could not resist drawing near occa^jionally and 
listening witli. distended eyes, ears, aTid nostrils, 
as if they expected to drink in foreign sounds 
at all these orillccs. The sentinel grasped hvj 
spear, steeled liis heart, and stood in front of the 
door with a look of grand solemnity worthy of the 
horse-gnards. 

At last, however, the sentinel's own curiosity was 
roused by the eager looks of those — chiefly big boys 
— who drew ever nearer and nearer. Occasional 
sounds from the hut quickened his curiosity, and the 
strange smell of tobacco-smoke at last rendered it 
unbearable. 

Slowly, sternly, as if it were part of his duty to 
spy, ho moved to the torn window and petiped in. 
He was fascinated at once of course. After gazing 
for five minutes in rapt admiration, lie chanced to 
withdraw his face for a moment, and then found 
that nine Eskimos had discovered nine holes or 
crevices in the hut walls, against which their fat 
faces were thrust, while at least half-a-dozen others 
were vainly searching for other peep-holca. 
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A scarcely audible hiss caused the rapt nine to 
look up. A terrible frown and a shake of tlie 
official spear caused lliem to retire down tlie slope 
that led to the hut. 

"^his was the unaccountable " squall " that had 
first perplexed Leo and his comrade. 

But like tigers wlio iiave tasted blood, the Flat- 
landers ■■•ould not now be restrained. 

"Go !" said the sentinel in a low stern voice to 
the retreating trespassers, whom he followed to tlie 
foot of the slope. " Tf you ctune up again I will 
tell Grabantak, who will have you all speared and 
turned into whale-buoys." 

The boys did not appear to care much for the 
threat, 'J'hey were obviously buoyed up with hope. 

"Oh ! do, do let us peep ! just once !" entreated 
several of thuni in subdued but eager tones. 

Tlie sentiuel shook his obdurate head and raised 
his deadly spear. 

"We will make no noise," said a youth who was 
the exact counterpart of Benjamin Vane in all 
respects exce})t colour and costume- the first being 
dirty yellow and the latter liairy. 

The sentinel frowned worse than ever, 

"The Kablunets," said another of the band, 
eutreatingly, "shall liear liothing louder than the 
falling of a snow-ilakc or a bit of eider-down." 

Still the sentinel was inexorable. 
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The Eskiiaog were in despnir, 
Siiddcmly Heiijy's counterpart turned and fled to 
tho village ou li;^]it and noistiless toe. lie returned 
immediately with a rich, odoroua, steaiuLng piece of 
blubber in his baud. It was a wise stroke of 
policy. The sentinel had been placed there without 
any reference to Uio fact that lie had nut had bia 
8ui>per. Tie was raveuoualy luiuj^'ry. Can you 
blame him fur lowering bis spear, untying bis eye- 
brows, and smiling blandly as lie held out bis lumd ? 
" Just one peep, and it is yours," said the counter- 
part, holding the morsel behind him. 

" My life is in danger if 1 do/' remonstrated the 
sentinel. 

" Your supper is in danger if you don't," said the 
counterpart. 

It was too much for him. The scTitincl accepted 
the bribe, and, devouring it, returned with the bribers 
on tiptoe tt) the hut, wlu:re they gazed in silent 
wonder to their hearts* content. 

"Well, that beats everything," said Leo, laying 
down his book and pencil, *' but 1 never did hear a 
gale that panted and snorted aa this one does. Til 
go out and have a look at it." 

lie rose and crawled on bauds and knees through 
the tunnel. The spies rolled olT the but with con- 
siderable noise and fled, while tlie sentinel resuming 
bifi spear and position, tried to look innocent. 
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■AVliiln lio was explaining' to iVnders why ho wim 
tlioro, ("h'M.hiUit'ilc liiiiispir \v:ill.;od up, accorapanicd 
l)y his licuttMiant Tiiey wt'iv ]jo;:pital)1y (iiitcr- 
tainud, and as ObliKjria liad hy thai tinio prepared 
a tavouiy iiiiiss, siu:h as shi; knew ilio wliiLo incu 
hived, tlio cliiof and Ti^ynia eonde.scen(h3d to sup 
wi(.h tliei^' ^'aptivu-^iK^'its. 

Leo ];ad not with him the great coolvin*.^ machine 
Willi wliich Id'' nncle liad e/Ti't-led ho mucli in 
IV>l[i('hin.l, but he had a tin kelth; and a eouple 
o[" p;irniikins, witJi some coH'ce, su,::ar, and biscuit, 
wiiifth di(j ^ood servicti in the way ol' conciliating, if 
not sui'i)risini^', tlie cldef ol' Klatland. 

liotli he and Ins .lieutenant, moreover, were 
det^jily interested in Aiideivs's proceedings with tlie 
pip(^ 

At fn'st thf^y supposed he was conducting some 
rt'.li;j,if>i[s eevi^mony, and look(!fi on with appropriate 
fjohuiinity, hut, on hein^- inLbrmed of the mistake, 
Orahantak smiled •.;raci(>uslyand requested a "whiffi" 
lie received one, and imnuidiately made such • a 
]iideou.s lace tliat Andei's coidd not restrain a short 
lauf:^di, wherenpoji the cldtd." hit liim over the head 
witli his em])ly pannikin, but, after frowning fiercely, 
joined in tlui Lui^di. 

Leo tlani be^an to question the cliief about the 
land over which he ruled, and was told that it was 
a rrroup of islands of various sizes, like llie group 
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which boh^nfTod to Amalatok, but with more islands 
in it; that most of thesn islaiidn wore Hat, and 
covered with lakes, large and small, in which were 
to be found many animals, and birds as namerons 
almost as th(^ stars. 

"Ask him from what direction tliese birds cotuc," 
said .Leo, pullinj^ out liis pockct-conipjiss ;i]id expect- 
ing that Grabaiitak would ]K)int to th*; Bur.tl' ; b^^t 
the chiei" pointed to tlie north, then to the south, tlien 
to the east, and then to the west ! 

''What does he mean? I don't understand liim/' 
said Tjco. 

" The birds come from everywhere — from all round. 
They come here to bret^l," said the eliief, s])reading 
his hands round him and pointing in all directions. 
'•Then, when the young are strong and the cold 
season begins, they spread tlu; wing and go away 
there — to exmf })laee — all round." 

"Anders/' said Leo ini[a'cssiv(']y, " do you know 
I think we have actually arrived at tlie immediate 
region of the Nortli Tole ! What tlic chief says 
almost settles tlie (piestitni. This, yon see, must 
be the warmest place in the Polar regions ; the 
central spot around the Pole to which migratory 
birds flock from the south. If voyagers, crossing 
the Arctic circle at all parts, have observed these 
birds ever Hying north, it follows that they vuist 
have some meeting-place near the Pole, where 
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they breed and from wln'cli tliey dejiart in autumn. 
Well, acconliiijT ti, (JrahanUik, </m is the ineoting- 
phice, therei'oro ihl^ must Ik^ ueur the I'ole ! How I 
wish nude we,re here !" 

Tit>c had been more tluin lialF Koinoci[uisiiig; lie now 
looked n|) and bnrst into a langiij f(U' the inter])reter 
was gazing at him with an expression of blank 
stupidity. 

"You's kite right, Missr T.o," he said at last, with 
a meek smih^, "kite right, no doubt ; only you 's too 
clibber for me,'* 

" Well, Anders, I '11 try not to be quite so clibber 
in future •/ but ask Grabantak if lie will go with me 
on an expedition among these islands, I want very 
much to examine them alL" 

" Examine them all ! " repeated the chief with 
emphasis when this was translated ; *' tell the young 
Kablunet with the hard list, tliat the sunless tune 
would come and go, and the sun-season would 
come again, before he could go over half my lands. 
Besides, I liavc more in]|)ortant work to do. I 
must first go to Poloeland, to kill and burn and 
destroy. After tliat 1 will Liavel with llardlist." 

Hardfist, as the chief had styled him in reference to 
his late pugilistic achievements, felt strongly inclined 
to use his fists on Grabantak's skull when he men- 
tioned his sanguinary intentions, but recalling Alf s 
oft-Quoted words, " Discretion is the better i?art of 
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valour/' lie restrained liimself. llo also entered into 
a long ;iiL;uinoTit witli tlio savage?, in tlic hope of con- 
verting iiiin to ])cace principles, hut oi' course in vain. 
'J'lie cliici' was tlioroughly bout on destroying liis 
t^ncijiies. 

'J'lion, in a stat(» of almost (Jcsporato anxiety, Log 
songlil, to turn liiui Ironv hi>i })ur]H)so hy telling liim 
alioiit God llio latlitjr, and tlie Prince ol' I'eaee, 
and, pnlliiig out Ins Bible, began to road and niako 
Atk^m's inf.ei'firt^L sucli passjiges of the Word as bore 
most direcUy on liis .subject While acting in ilus, 
to liim, novel capacity as a teacher nf God's Word, 
Leo more than tnice lifted up hia heart in brief 
silent ]>rayer that the Spirit might open the heart 
of llie savage to receive the truth. 

The chief and his lieutenant listened with inter- 
est and surpri.'^e. Being savages, they also listened 
with profound respect to the young enthusiast^ but 
Grabautak would not give up his intention. He 
explained, however, that he meant fir.st to go to the 
largest and most central island of his dominions, to 
make inrpiiry there of the Man of the Valley what 
would bo the best time to set out for the war. 

"Tlie Man of the Valley!" asked Leo, "who is 
that?" 

"lie is an Tf]«kimo," replied Grabautak, with a 
sudden air of solemnity in his manner, "whose 
first forefather came in the far i>asfc longtime, from 
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nobody knows wliore ; but this first runjfuLlier never 
had any father or luotlier. lie Hcltlod ainoii^ tlie 
Eskimos and t;iuj;,dit thnrn mixny thiii^^s. Ihi iiiarried 
one of their women, and liis sons and dau^litei's were 
many and slroug. 'J'heir descundanls inliabit the 
Groat Isle of J^'latland at the present day. TJiey ai*e 
good and strong ; great hunters and wairiors. Tlie 
first forciCatlier lived long, till lie became white and 
blind. Ilis power and wisduin lay in a little strange 
tiling which lie called " buk." How it nuule liini 
strong or wise no one can tell, but so it wn.s. His 
name was Makitolc WJien lie died he gave hicJc to 
his eldest son. It was wrapj)ed up in a ])iece ot 
sealskin, ^t'lie eldest son had much talk witJL his 
father about this mystery-thing, and was lieard to 
speak much about tlie Kabluru:!ts, but the son would 
never tell what he said. Neither would he unwrap the 
mystery-thing, for le.ar tliat its power niiglit escape. 
So he wrapped it up in another juece of sealskin, 
and gave it to his eldest son, telling him to hand it 
down from son to son, along with the name Abdvitok. 
Ho huk has grown to be a large bundhi now, ami no 
one nnderstamls it, hut every one luis great reverence 
for it, and the Makitok now in possession is a great 
mystery- nuui, very wise; we always consult him on 
important matters." 

Here was food for rellection to i.eo during the 
remainder of that night, and for many hours did his 
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sleepless mind puzzle over tlie mystery of Maiitok, 
the Alau of tlic Valley. 

This Rlee])less conclition was, not unpleasantly, 
prolonged by tlie sounds of animal life that entered 
his oven-like dwelling ihiring great part of the night. 
Evidently gr(;aL numbers of the featlierod tribes 
were moving about, either beeause they meant to 
retire at dissipatedly late, or had risen at ^■nrei-son- 
ably early, hours. Among tliem he clearly distin- 
guished the musical note of the long-tailed duck 
and the harsh scream of the great northern diver, 
wldlc the profound calmness of the weather enabled 
him to hear at intervals the soft blow and the lazy 
plash of a white-wliale, turning, it might be, on his 
other side in his water-hed on the Arctic Sea. 

li'oUowing the whale's example, Leo turned round 
at last, buried his face in a rcindeor pillow, an(i 
took refuge in oblivion. 
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UilArXKK XX TV, 

A tii.0iU0i;.S ilKUION CONTIiMI'n.VTl^l), AND A GLOttlOUS 

ciiABii i'llA^'^l■:I). 

Lno (lid not slinnlior lon^i;. Ytny curly in llic 
niorning ho awoko with iliiLt Kciis;itioii ahout him 
wliioli told tliu.1 at tliiit time further njpcise was 
not attai.na])h:. ITu thcii^fnn.! roso, doniiod the fow 
gariiients wldiili ho, luid put off ou lying down, cropt 
tlirougli his tunned, and emer;_;ed into the open air. 

And what a vision of glorious beauty met Ids en- 
raptnrod o.yes, whild th(^ fn^sli sea-brcezn onterod, 
like life, into hi.s heaving clicst ! It Avas still a 
profound calm. J^'artli, air, water, sky, seemed to 
he uniting in a Rilc^nt act of adoration to tlieir great 
Creator, whih> the myriad creatures tliereiri con- 
tained were comparatively quiet in the enjftyirient 
of TTisrieh and varietl bounties. It seemed as if the 
hour were tof) early for the strife of viohiut passions 
— too calm for the stirrings of hatred or revenge^ 
Everything around spoke ordy of ]ieace. P^itting 
down with his hack to a suti-bat.hed ruck, and Iiin 
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tacc to the silver soa, Leo drew out hid IJihlo and 
proceeded to read the records of tlie riiuce of 
Peace. 

Ah lie lifted his eyes from the words, " iijarvclloug 
are thy works, aiul tlial my auid iviiuwiaJi riglil", 
well," to the vision of lieanty and lile 1-liat lay 
before hiin, I/io made the words anrl the thought, 
for the (list tiiiie, hu onm. 

The ])rns])ect eirdjraceil innunieral.)Io islands ol* all 
sizes, studding like gems the gently- hi^avin'^ t^ia. 
Over these, countless nuliions of H(^a-hirds Ihiw or 
sailed to and fro; some with tin? Imsy ilutterinif of 
activity, as if they had someihing to do and a mind 
to do it; otluu's loiterini^r idly on the wing, or 
dipping liglitly on the wave, as if to bid their 
images good-nionnng. Hurgoniaslicr, yellow- legged, 
ami pinic-beakful gulls, large snid small, wlioi'.led in 
wideiiing circles round him. ()c<'.asinnal (locks of 
ptarmigan, in the mixed brown and white ])lumng(i 
of summer, whirred swiftly over him and look re- 
fuge among the roclvy heights of the inicrior, none 
of which heights rose nbovo thrne hundred feet. 
Eider ducks, chattering kittiwakes, and grjiccfulteni, 
auks, guillemots, putluis, geese, ami evfin swans, 
swarmed on the islands, i;i.r a.nd n(\'i,r, while seids, 
whales, narwhals, dolphins, and grampuses, revelled 
in the sea, so that tlie Arctic world appeared almost 
overcharged with animal lil'e. 
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or courses tlic, noise of their crios aud evolutions 
would have b('(*ii f^reat bud not distaTice lent en- 
cliantTiujTii to somid as well as view. To Leo there 
seemed even a sort of reslfuliiesH in. tlie vouies of the 
innunierahle wihl-fowl. They were so fir off, most 
of thorn, that the sounds I'cll on his ear lila: a gentle 
})hiirit, and evt:n the tliundennis ])la.-dL uf tlie j^reat 
Oreenhand MliaU^, was redueed hy distance to a 
'ipple like that wldch fell on tlie shore at his 
feet. 

WJtile lie was mi'dilating, Anders joined him 
and rospoiidtMl heartily to his salutation, hut Anders 
was not in a [loetitial fnime of mind tliat mornini^'. 
His thoughts liad been already turned to an emi- 
nently ])ra{^ti(ia.l suhject. 

''I'm tole," said he, seating himself beside our 
hero, "dat Grabantak holds a talk 'bout fighting/' 

"Ah! a eouneil of war," said Leo, "I know 
what the rt'.sult of that will be. When leaders like 
Grabantak rnid Amalatok decide for war, most of 
the people follow them like a flock of sheep. 
Although most of the people never saw this 
nviserabh; island — this Tuink' — aiul know, and care, 
nothing about it, you'll see tliat the i'latlandera will 
be quite enthusiastic after the council, and ready 
to figlit for it to the bitter end. A very bitter end 
it is, indeed, to see men and women make fools of 
themselves about nothing, and be ready to die 


330 TUB GIANT OF THE KOKTH 

for the same ! Will Grabantak allow us to be 
present at the council, tJiink you ?" 

" Ho yis. He send mo to say you muss oorae." 
Leo was right. Notliing could su-pj^ss the impetu- 
osity of (h-abautak, except the anxiety of many of 
tlio yiatlanders to be led hy the nose. Was not tlie 
point ill question oue of vital importance to tlie 
wellboiii^t; of the community — indeed of the wliole 
Arctic \v{jrkl? Teyma mildly asked tliem wluit was 
tlie point in (pn^stion, but not a soul couid tell, 
until (.h'abantak, starting up wiUi furious energy, 
manuf;Lctured a "point," and Uksii exphuued it in 
language so intricate, yet so clear, that tiie whole 
council stood amazed at their never liaviiig seen it 
before in that light, and then said, more or less em- 
phatically, "Tliere, tlia-t's what we thought exactly, 
oidy we could not state it so well as the great 
Grabantak!" 

After this there was no chance for Teyma andliis 
party — v^t\d lie had a party, even among northern 
savages, — who believed in men working hard at 
their own affairs and letting other people alone, as 
far as that was possible. Eut the peace party in 
Arctic land was in a minority at that time, and tho 
council broke u]) with shouts for Grabantak, and 
denuiiciationa of death and destruction to the men 
of Pohtehmd. 

But things do not always turn out as men — even 
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wise men — arrangt; tltom. I'rom Hint day, during 
the brief -^mod of preparritictn for Iho .sf'l.tiug out 
of an expedition to visit I\lak[tok of iUvut Isit), 
Leo received daily visits i'roni tlie I'riuiu Minister, 
who was deeply interested and inv^uisitive about 
the stiange "thiny,'' as he s!yh;d the iiible, wiiioh 
told the Kabluncts about God and the Prince of 
Peace. Of course Leo was MdUlng and happy to 
give him all the information he desired, and, in 
doing .so, found a new and deep source of j)h'.:isurc. 

Toynia was not the nnui to hidti his liglit unilcr 
a bushel. Tlii was a fcarliiss outspols^-n eonnsc.Olor, 
and not only sought to advance tlie pacific views he 
held, by talking to the men of his oAvn party in 
private, but even propounded them in public to 
Grabantak himsell^ wlio, liowcvur, couhl u(jt be 
moved, though many of his men quietly changed 
sides. 

With all this Teyma was loyal to his chief. 
Whatever lie did was in the way of fair and open 
argument, lie was too loyal to help Leo wlieii he 
made a certain proposal to liiiu one day. 

"Teyma," said Leo, on that occasion, "you liave 
been very friendly to nu!. Will you do me a great 
favour ? Will you send a youT)g Tiian in a kayak to 
Poloeland with a messa,^'(; from nu! to my p(»o])le ? 
They must think i am dead. I wish them to know 
that I am here, and well.' 
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" Xo/' replitiil I'c^ynm proiiqitly ; " tliat would 
let tlie imm of Polot^ Isiiuw llj;it \v« tallc ijT j^oiiig to 
iiliack tluiia. 1 iio uul lovo war. I wish to let 
our oiu.!inies aloue, buL if my chief Jecido^r *\>j- war, 
it is my duty to lielj), not !■; fnislrutc; liim. If wo 
c^o to war w'illv l*olool;uul, wo musti lnko tlio men of 
Toloo by sur])ri.st;. 'Jliat could not be if a young 
niiiii went M'itli your inossngc." 

Loo saw tlie Ibvoo of this, and respected T(iyma\s 
disinterestod loyalty to bis cliicf, but folt iuclinrd 
to ar^nio that, fidiility to tlio boat JntfU\;oLs of Jiis 
country stood liigber than loyalty to a cliiof. lie 
I'tsfraincd, liovvevor, from pressing the matter at that 
time. 

Not so Anders. When, tbat worthy saw that 
Teyma wouhl nf)t act, and tbat Leo from some 
inexplioablo reason licsitaled, he fpiitaly took the 
nuitli'.r into bis t>wu btindH, ;uid so wrou^^bt on tlie 
fcelin^rs of ;i wi:a.k but a.!uiabl(>. yt»utb of ibo tribe, 
that ]]0 prevailed on him Itj carry a mc-Hn^e to the 
I'.uemy, cxi)laInii)_Lj to bim earnestly tb;rt no evil, 
but tlie reverse, would result i'l'om bis mission ; that 
the Kabhinets wen; meii f)f pence, wdio would im- 
mediately come over t.u inii.ilaml and put everylhiug 
light in a peaceable and satisfactory manner. 

"Tell the white uum" snid Anders, " tluit we are 
prisoners iu Flatland — ;ilive and well— but they 
must come to help us quickly." 
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No difTicully was ox])UTioTiocMl in KcnJing llio 
niCRscTi^n'r ;i\\;iv. 'I'lictc was in)1iiinit.(Ml pc.rsonal 
frtuulurii ill Maiiaud. Yoiiii^ tiu;ii IreciTiuiitly went 
off' to liuul iVir (isiys lug(;l.lu'T at a tiiiuj, \viUioiit 
sayinj^ aiiylliiiig aliuut ^.lioir iuUnitioiiH, uiilt:ss lliey 
choso ; so t.lic^ si'croL iiirt^si-nj^tn; siit (Jut. Tims tlm 
iuttn'pit'lcT lit^liUnl 11 ic lus(i of a luiiiu wliicli was 
eniiiiontly calculated to blow up the x->l^iis of 
Grabaiitak. 

l>Lit another fuse luid Lcen lif^htcd wliicli, in a 
sMU niorc! clft'ct luil nuuincr, overturned the plans of 
tliat warlike cliief. 

It chanced at this time that the Hatlarulers ran 
short of nmat. Their hahit was to go oIT on a grand 
liunt, gather as much meat as they could, and then 
conic home to feast and r(*joico with their faniilies 
until scarcity again obliged them to hunt. Of 
course tluM'e wei(^ many among them whose natural 
activity vebidled against tliis lazy style of liic, but 
the exertions o\' thesti did not sullice to keep the 
whole tribe supplied, Ilcnce it came to pass, that 
they often b(."sgan to be in want while in the midst 
of x>lenty, A grand bunt M^as then^fore organised. 

They were tir{id, they said, of duclcs and geese 
and swans. They wanted a change from seals and 
bears, walruses and such small fry. Nothing short 
of a whiile would serve tlu^m ! 

Once s^tirred up to the point of action, there waa 
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no lack of energy ainorif; these northern Eskimos. 
Kfiyalvs, lines, and spears were ^^ot ready, and 
noniiaks \ver(^ laiinolietl ; for women and children 
loved to see tlie K]mrt., tlinu^^li tliey did not join in 
it. Kv(U'y\v]iere hustle and cxfn't.r.mont rci^^ned, and 
thti hul)l)ul) was not a little ^ncre.a.sed l)y the agitated 
ddgs, whioli knew well what wad a-foot, and licked 
their lips in anticipation. 

or course Leo and Anthirs ])repared to go and 
Fee tlie inn. So did Ohlooi-ia. It was arranged 
that Leo and the latter were to go in the nidia- 
rnl>hi;r hoat. 

That vessel Iiad been the source of deep, absorb- 
iTifT interest and curiosity to the natives. When our 
travellers landed, it had been conveyed to the side 
of the hut assi^L^^ned them, and laid gently on the 
turf, where it was stm-ed at l>y successive groups 
all d:iy. I'hi^y wonhl liave stayed staring at 
it all nii^da, if they had not been forbidden by 
Grjiliantalc to approach the Kablunets during the 
hours of re[)osc. Leo explained its parts to 
theiu, hut made no reference to its expansive and 
contractile properties. I le also launched it and 
paddled about to gratify the curiosity of his new 
friends, but did not show them the kite, which, 
folded and in its cover, he had stowed away in the 
hut. 

One night, fearing that the sun might injure the 
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!>oat, Leo had squeezed the air out of it, folded it, 
and stowed it away in the hut heside the l;ite. The 
astouisliineut of the iiative8, M'lien th(iy eanie out 
next moniing to ttare and woiidcn*, accordiuL^ to 
custom, was vciy groat. Leo resolved to uuike a 
mystery of it, looked r.oleiini when s])oken to on 
the point, and gave evasive replies. 

When, liowevor, the time came for setting off on 
this grand hunt, ho carried his boat, still bundled 
up -L. sldns, down to the ^vater's edge, where kayaL'S 
and joniiaks in hundreds hiy ready to he ]aunch<nl. 

The news spread like wild-fh-e that tin; Kabliuiet 
was going to "act woiulerfully !" 

Every man, woman, and child in the place hurried 
to the spot. 

"It is destroyed!" exclaimed Grabantak, sadly, 
when he saw the boat unrolled, ilat and emply, on 
the sand. 

We shall not d(^s(;ribe the scene in detail. It is 
sulTicient to say that Leo did not disapjioint the*. 
general expectation, lie did indeed " act wond(M'- 
fuUy," filling the UTisopliisticated savages witli 
unbounded surprise and admiration, while hti filled 
the boat with air and launched it. lie then st(!p]nHl 
into it with Anders, gallantly lifted Oblooria on 
board, and, seizing the oars, rowed gently out to 
sea. 

With shouts of delight the Eskiiiios junipcMi into 
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thoir kayaks and followofl. Their adniiraMoii ^vaa, 
howRver, a littlo cnlnKMl by tho discovery t]iat the 
kayaks could beat the Kablunet Ijoat in speed, 
lliough tlie women in their uumiuks could nut ivcep 
Tip wit] I it. Tliere was no eiiiiilation, iLOwever; Leo 
carerully refrained from racing. 

lie had been suppb'ed witli a lon^f lance and a 
couple of speara, to whit;h latter were aMacJit'dj hy 
thongs of walrus hide, two inlhited sealskins Lo act 
as buoys. These Leo had been previously instruct(;d 
how to use. 

He took the kite willi liim on this occasiijii, with- 
out, however, having nmch expectation of l.)eing able 
to use it, as the calm still prevailed, it was ibhled 
of course, and fixed in its place iji tlie bow. Tito 
natives thought it must be a spear or harpoon ol 
strange form. 

It was not long before a whale was sighted. 
Tliertj were plenty of these monsters about; some 
coming lazily to the surface to blow, others lying 
quite still, with their baclcs out of the water as if 
sunning themselves, or asleep. 

Soon the spirit of the hunter filled each l^^skimo 
bosom. What appeared to be an unusually large 
whale was observed on the horizon. Kablunets, 
india-rubber boats, and all less important things, 
were forgotten for the moment ; paddles were plied 
with energy, and the chase began. 
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CnAVTKll XXV. 

IN wiiri.'ir A crtKAT hunt is rjFKMirHKU, a wau RxrKnrTroN 

VKL'STKATKl), AM) A lIKllU KNNulir.l-iU. 

.Now, ill a fit of uruvisci aiul)il.ioii, Aiidurs tliu 
iiiUjr]trt;U;r rf'st>lvoil to si^L^iiiilise liiiii^iuH", and dis- 
play liis viiliuir on ilu: fjccasiuii of tliis Inml. lUi 
hovvow'v.d a kayak ol' ono of thci uiiLivcs, and Aveiit 
as an in(I("',])(nitl(;nt luint.er. F.(;o, Imiji^' (jiiile able 
to row liis boat alono, witJi Oljlooria to atL'ur, did not 
objcul:. 

'I'lio wlialc wliich luv.l btjo:: S(decit.od was a 
tlinnn[;',ii-f^^)in^L^^ Ai'i:lio monster of tlio l;ii-<^a'st aizo, 
iioarly a lunidriHl IV-iil. lonj^', wliiidi, ^vllil^.! on liis 
passat;o tVom the Atlantic; to tlio I'aciCic tlirougli 
liobring Straits, had paused lor a iiajj oil' tlie isl(\s 
(»r I1;i.tland. 

Tlio iluct of kayakrt convcri^^Hl towards tlid (ish 
lilco a [lock of ]o(;usts. Dosplit^ Ids utmost c^liorts, 
IjUO could not do more tlian keep u]) in rear of tliti 
iiuntors, I'oi' tlio sliaip 5dinttlo-likt! kayaka sliot like 
arrows ov(ir llio snioolli s(.m., while liis oluuisier boat 

roquiKMl ^^reattir loroc to pn:.[)fd it:. 

V 
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Til a few inirinles tliowe EskiinoB avIio v:v.]v. l>cat 
paddlt^rs crept ahead of the n-st. (Jrahnntak and 
}iis son tcjtik the load, wlioUior because f)f right or 
ht^caiise ()[' su[)en'(»r stioi^^ili jl, av:is h;iT(l to say. 
Anders, wlio w;is a powciTul fi:l1u\v, mid ;ip (jyptii't 
cniioeTiian, l^r.^pt close Mionnsidi'. ortlieni. Xot. couUiiit 
with this, lie attempted 1o jtass t]\c.n\ ; hul tlicy y\i\v 
Ids intention, put on w]iat sport. iii|.^ 5m:ri. call a 
" sjMirt," and in a few seconds left lilni S(iV(u-;i.l yards 
behind. 

On nearin^ their victim, (Imbantak and Xoyat.nk 
cliecked llieir speed and ;:;ot tluMr spears ready. 
A few minutes later and a dozmi of tlie followers 
were lip and prepared to act, bnt tliey all lield back 
—all except tlie excitable Anders — wjiile the chief 
and his son f:lided cantionsly to^vards the lisli, one 
on eitlier side. Suddenly each ^a-a'^jied a, spear and 
drove it with all the Ibrce of liotb anus deep into 
the whale's flesh. l! was a nnh^ awaking'! Of 
course the fish dived instantly. In dnini^^ so it flung 
its tail on }iiL:h with a superb Rwet^p, sendint^ tons 
of water, and the impatient And(>rs, into tlie air ! 

Tlie iid.erpi'eter came down in a cataract nf sjM'ay, 
with his kaya.k doubled up bnt liiniself uniujnredj 
while the Kskirnos greeted the (?V(Mit with a shout 
of alarm. Tliis cliani^'ed into hni^diler wIumi it was 
found that the a.nihit.ions man was none the worse 
for liis toss; and the women in one of the oomiaks, 
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paddliiig quickly up, hauled tluj drcucljcdaud crest- 
i'allon nian out oi' the ijca. Tliey also i)ii;kod up liis 
spear with the sealslcin Imoy iiltiiolicd. Hiviii'T ]iim 
the place of honour ir. the bow, t]i(>y put the spear 
in his haml, aud ])atl;: Iiiin keep up lieart aud do 
better ne\t time. 

Meamvliile tlic wdial(\ haviiiL,' got over its first 
surprise, and feeh'n;^ the two lar^e sealskiu-lltiaXa a 
somewluit lieavy as well. ;is unusual drn,i:;, soon came 
at^'ain to tlie surface, not far fi'oni the spot wlu-re 
Leo lay un his Oiirs, an amused as well as interested 
Sj)eetal.or of the. sr.(;ne. 

*Mio ! " shi'ii'kcd Oblooria, whose eager litUe 
heart was easily exi*i[.i;il. Slit* pointed to the iish, 
and f^azed at L(>o with bla/in^ (^yf!S. 

You may he sure onr lu ro did. not lose time. 
Tlie. india-i-uhbc.r boat h\'i])(;(l 0Y<ir Ihe Avatfir ;is il" it 
had suddeidy boon, ondowed witli lilo. The smiirt 
little vomau enrerully ari'an_^(.'d the spe.ar and buoy 
ready to hand. Several of the ka.yaks which 
chanced to Ijo ncnirest to the. whale rushed towards 
it like sword-lisli ; but. tlmy had Uf) chance, Leo 
beinj^ so near. jle did nt)t rlieck liis spt:ed on 
reaching tlie fish, but albnvcd the bo;it to run tilt on 
its back. 'J'ho. smootli iiulia-j-ubber ^i^lidcd up on 
the slippery siirfiice till mor(; ihiin hall' its length 
was on the crcjaLure's ba<'.k. lb w:is thus clKickod 
witliout a shock probuMy unrcil. by tlie whale. 
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Leo seized the spear, leaped up, and, with both 
hands, drove it deep into tlie flesli, just as the cliicf 
and liis sou }iad done. Tlie force with which he 
th'ove it was so great that it thrust the boat back 
into tlic water. This was fortunate, for it enabled 
tlicni niirrowly to escape tlie vortex that was 
instantly ni:i,i]e by the divinj:^ of tlie now enra^^Ml 
monster; a few back-strokes of the oars toolv them 
out of the sea of foam left behind. 

The masterly mMimer in whi(;]i this was done 
called forth shouts of athniration fj'(jiii the entire 
lleet, and it greatly surpriseil Leo hijnself, for it was 
the first time ho had attempted to use the harpoon. 

"It must have been chance," he muttered to him- 
self as he again lay on his oars awaiting the whale's 
rea])pcarance, ''a sort of ha])py ncridcjit. I feel 
convinced I couhl not do it so well a second time." 

The fish took a longer dive on. this occ;ision, anc3 
when ho returned to tlu: surface for another breath 
of air, was at a corisideralilc; distance fr(jm all parts 
of the fleet. The instant lu; \v;is seen, liowcver, 
every paddle flashed into the sea., and tlie kayaks 
darted away in pursuit. They soon came up with 
their victim, and another spear, with its accompany- 
ing sealskin buoy, \v;is iiX(id in its side. I.)own it 
went a third time, and rea{i])uar(^d iu quite an 
opposite direction from tliat iu which it had been 
looked for. 
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This uTicoitaiiily in tli(^. iiiovt'-meiits of the wlialc 
was a iiuiUer of sni;ill iintTiKMit to l.hii (jccupicrs oF 
the lit^lit kayaks, but it told lalliLa' lioavily on Leo 
in his cluiiiSTor boat. lie Ihoroforu resolved to 
paddle gently ahont, take things easy, watch the 
progress oE the ehase, and trust to the chapter of 
accidunts giving liini another chance. 

" You see, Obh:)ovia," lie said in the. Eskimo 
tongue, which he \va3 picking u]) rapidly, ''it's of 
110 use my ])ulling wildly about in all directions, 
blowing myself for notliing ; so we'll just hang off- 
and-on here and watcli tlieui." 

As this remark called for no direct reply, Oblooria 
merely smiled — indeed she mort* than sTiiilod — but 
said nothing, it is just possible that T.co's rend(ir- 
ing of the phrase "oif-and-on" into Eskimo nuiy 
have sounded ridiculous. 

However this nuiy be, tlu> two sat there for some 
time, absorbed and sih^it s])ectators of tlni c;hase. 

"H.OW long will they take to kill it?" asked Leo 
wlien lie saw Cliabantak tlirnst somewhere about 
tlie thirty- fifth spear into the victim. 

" All day,'* answered Oblooria. 

"All day!" repeated Leo in surprise. 

"If they could lance him bir h\" said the girl, 
"he would die soon, but his llesh is thick and liis 
life is deep down." 

Leo relapsed into silence. Tha idea of remaining 
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n more spmUtor all dny was (listasleful to liis active 
Diiiid and hody. Ho Iiatl ahnnst made up liis mind 
to ask one ol'. tlie uativerf to lend Iiim a kayak and 
t'liiingc places, wlien a jiufruf wind sent a few cats- 
paws ov(ii' tlie liitluM'Lo <-;'lassy Hca. 

lie looked quickly in the direction whence it 
caiiK^ and ol)served a bine line on tlu* horizon. 
It was a coming breezt;. lire lung it toucluul them, 
blowing gently, indeed, but steadily. A glance up- 
wartls showed tliat it was sti;adier ajul stroiiger in 
the aj»]K;i; regions, and blew towards the south-east, 
in wliloh direction the chase w^as being prosecuted 
with unflagging activity. 

" W tliore was only enough/' muttered Leo, "to 
take the kite up, 1 W soon be alongside of the wliale ; 
uome, 1 '11 try. Lend a hand, Oblcjoria." 

The J£sldmo girl hail, during her voyage to Mat- 
land, become so well a(;([U[iinted witli the operation 
of extending and setling up the kite, that she was 
able to lend eireetive assistance. In less tlian ten 
minutes it was expanded, and although Leo was 
nearly ])u[led into tlie water h(;ibre he got fair 
hohi of the I'Ogiihilor, while Oblooria was thrown 
down by a.n eccentric whisk of the tail, they 
managed at last to get it fairly over their heads, and 
soon sent it shooting upwards into tlie stronger air- 
current above. Of course they began to rush over 
the sea at a pace tliat would have quickly left the 
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best knyak in the fleet fur astern, but Leo did not 
wisli to iu;t i)reei[):l;itely. ile >:>'di duwn lii llio bow 
to attend U) llic rr-ul;i.lur, while Ubluuria lieid tln^ 
stecn-iiii.^ (ku*. 

"Kuopher auii}' a bit,()l.ilt)urin; i^tarlioard -I mean 
to thaf. •<\<U': Sn, wo won't s]».)il tlirir .spurt: too soon." 

He jnillod tlio rcj^ulator as lie spukc, and t^ast'd 
the pace, while the Eskimo girl, with eyes ^lilLerin^^ 
from ux])ccl;nicy aiul hope, turned the boat off to 
tho vi-iiL 

hi:o st'i'inr.vl to be medit[itive at firsts aa if uncer- 
tain lujvv to proceed. Suoii this uouditlon of njiud 
piissud. lie h^t t^o the n*;4ulalor, and, taking up the 
h)iifj; whaiii lance with which lie had been provided, 
(^xaniiried its bhule and point. The full force tjf the 
breeze lilled the kite and carried them along at not 
less than ten miles an lionr. 

llillif^vto the Eskimos had been so intent on their 
prey that they liad no eyes for anything else. Again 
and again had tlu^ whale been pierced by the sting- 
ing harpoons, and the mimber of inflate.d sealskins^ 
whicli he was obliged by that time to drag down 
into the deej) was so groat that his dives had become 
more fretinent and mnch shorter. It was obvious 
that tlui ptirseveraiuui of his little foes would iu the 
end overconu.', his mighty sLnaigth. It was equally 
evident, however, that there was still a great deal 
(if fi'.^Min'.r powt'r left in him, and aa somu of llio 
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harpoons liad come out wliilc sev(?ral of tlie floats 
liad brolcen loose, tlioro was just a iiossibility that 
he rrii^^'ht vet csca])c if not vigorously followed up. 

Siiddrnly ono of tlie llskinios was seen to drop 
Iris }>addle and point with both hands to the sky, 
utUjriu'.j at the same time a ciy of suipiise and 
iilavm. 'JMuire was no iiiistaJcing the eiy Every 
junldle ceased to dip, and every i^.yo. w;is Uiruecl to 
tlie slcy. Of course ovety voice gave forth a howd ! 

*^A mystery!" shouted (h-ahantak. 

" An evil spirit ! " cried .Koyntuk. 

"A new^ kijid of bird 1" roaTvd Tcyma. 

At that moincnt a cry louder tluui (iver arose. 
Leo's Ijoat was observed cominf( like a narwhal over 
the sea, with the foam flying from its bows ! 

Tlie "new kind of bii'd," so they at lir.st imagincid, 
had let down a long tliin tnil, caught the boat of tlie 
whiit; niEin, nnd wms flying away with it ! 

Into the midst of them the boat rushed. They 
dashed asith; right and left. Leo was standing in 
the bow. lie moved not, spoke nol>, looked at no 
one, but sl^ood ujj, bent a little Ibrwai'd, with a 
stern frowii on his brow, his lips coTn])ressed, and 
the long lance held level in both hands as if in the 
act of charging. 

"Catch hold of him! "yelled GrabaTitak as tliey 
flew past As well might they have tried to catch 
a conu't ! 


on I'OKINGS IlOUNIl Tlll<: J'()T.K. 345 

" Ptccr a liltlo to llu; left," suid i.i'o in ti low t.(nii>. 

Olnidii'iit, oil iIk- ■insianl, llu..; j^ivl madv a. sliavji 
stroke \villi tlu; (>;iv. 

"Slr.iidy — t^o. Now, Oblooi'ia, liohl on Li;;lit fuT 
your lilc ! " 

l'h(;y w(m* i^oini^ slrai^lii at tlit^, M'luilo. Ta'o (.lid 
not (lai(^ to tliiiik ol' tho rosviH of liis iiiloiulcd attack. 
Tic could not <;uoss it. Ho liopod all Avotdd lu.; NVt'll. 
JIo luul no time to think of ^m>s and cons. Tlio.y 
wore close to the, vif-tini. On it, now, slidincf over 
its Lack, M'liile tlu^ sharp lance enitjrcd its l)ody 
with the full nionirntnni of tin; eharg{^, — iV'r\) down 
into its vitals! Pdood liew out like a M'atcr.sjiout 
The lance was torn from Leo's j^ias]) as ho foil hack- 
wards. Ohlooria leaped up, in ^vild oxcilcnuMit^ 
droi)i^KHl her oar, aiul clapped her hands. At th;i.t 
instant the stout traction-line snap])ed, and the 
boat remained fast, whilo tho. kite descended in 
a series of helpless gyrations into the sea. Next 
moment the whale went down in a convulsive 
stnif^f^le, and tli(i boat, with its dnrini; occupants, 
wiis wliidmcd in a wlnrl])()ol of hlood and loiim. 

No cry proceed(id from tlio Kskiirios dnriiiL;' tliis 
siupondous altack. Tlu^.y seemed ht.Tcft alike of 
voice arid volition, Imt, on h(di(ihli?»'{ f lie oloainji,' cata- 
strophe, they rusluid to the rescue with a united roar. 

I^efore they conld ^fnin the spot, Leo was seen to 
nmer«;e from tlie deep, drip])inj^ with ])*nk and wliilc* 


346 THE GIANT OF THE NOltTH 

foaiJi like a very water-god, Oblooria follv^we^l 
instantly, like a pioliald watcr-nyinpli. The* boat 
had not heeu uj)sut, thou^li overwhelmed, and iliey 
had held on to it with the tenacity of a last liojje. 

Looking sliarply round, ad he gas]jcd aiMJ .swept 
tlie water from Ids eyes, Leo seized tlie oars, vdiich, 
being attaelied to the boat, wi;i'0 still available, and 
rowed with all Iiis niiglit away fnnu the appi'oa-'!* ig 
Kskiiuos as if lie were afraid of being eauglit by tlieni. 
"riiey followed with, if possibly increased surprise 
at this inexplicable conduct. Tliey made up to 
liim; some even shot aliead of liim. Pooj' Leo was 
not a moment too soon in reaching liis kite, for these 
people were about to transfix it with their wliale- 
haipoons, when ho dashed up and ordered them to 
desist. 

Having rescued the miserable-looking tiling from 
the sea and hastily folded it, he placed it in the 
bow. Then breathing freely, he began to look about 
him just as the whale came again to the surface in 
a dying flurry. It so chanced that it came up right 
under Grabantak*s kayak, which it to.ssed up end 
over end. Tiiis would not liave been a serious 
matter if it had not, the next moment, brought its 
mighty tail down on the canoe. It then sheered 
off a hundred yards or so, leaped half its length out 
of the water, and fell over on its side Avith a noise 
Like tlnmderand died, 
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Every oiu; lurnr,(l to tlu^ i^\\\cg wIick; tlic chiefs 
kayalc ]ay a c^oiiiplcU.o \vi\'rk (iii tlic Avator. Its 
owiici" was st'cii ^i\vini]]iiii;4 ln'^iidt: it, mid was soon 
haulu-d into one of the woiuoii'.s oomiaks. Evidently 
lie had ijocn sovorely Imrt, hut he Avouhl not adinit 
the facL. Witl] (diararU'ristio di^^'iiity lie sternly 
ordered the lli^et to lay hold of the whale and niakt* 
ff^' i;lie f^linvti. 

"Tell him liis arm is broken/' said Leo that 
overiiTi^r to AiuUm's, after examining tlio chiefs 
hurls ]]] the ])riva(iy of liis own liut, " and hit liitu 
know that 1 am a medicine man and will try to 
cure him/' 

Grahtmtidc reeeived the informatiou witli a k)ok 
(tf an^^(^r. 

"'J'lien/' said he, " Anuilatok must live a little 
hunger, i'or T cannot fi^ht him wil:h a broken arm. 
Go/' hi:, addfid, looking full at Leo wiUi something 
like admiration, "go, you have done \v ell to-day; 
my young nu:n want to make yonr nose blue/' 

The pe]-eui|iLory nature of the chiefs command 
forbade delay. Leo wiis tluM'el'ore obliged to creep 
out of his hut, wondering inlenselyj and not a little 
imcomfortubly, as to what having his nose made 
blue (loidd mean. 

He was (|nif.kly eidightened by Anders, who told 
him that the most sueeessful harpooner in a whale- 
Imnt is looked on as a very great jjersonage indeed, 
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;i.Tul is iiivarialjly dccoriitiid witli what may Le styled 
tlui Kskiiiio iti\U)r of t!u.^, lUuc. Il.ihboii. 

Sc:ii-i;i.'-ly IkuI lie reccivcti tliis inforinutioii, "wlmn 
ho was sMizi'tl hy thn youn^^ uicn aiul liurriod into 
tlui iiulIsI oI' an (.;x|)iu;taiit circ;l(.', wlicro lie suhiniited 
with a <^(Hn\ ^racM.i to tlin, cen^inony. A y iiith ad- 
vanced to liiiii, Tnmle a lew coiiiplinK^iitnry reinarks, 
seized liim hy the riL;ht ear, and, witii a little wet 
paint, dvew a hroad hlue line across his face over 
tlie hrid^L^T. oT his nose. JI.e was then, iiifornied that 
he had n^ceivetl the hi.^diest luninur known to the 
Eskimos ol' tlio far north, and that, anionic other 
privilo^^es, it ^mvo him. tlie ri^i^ht of niarryiiij^' two 
wives iC ho felt disjKjsetl to do so ! Accepting the 
hoTionr, ])iit declining the ])rivilego^ Leo exjiressed 
his gratitude for the comjilinifnt jufit ])ai*l liim in a 
neat .r^ikiino si)eech, and then retired to his liut in 
searcli of niueli needed repose, not a little com- 
forted l>y the thuivi^ht tluit the (^liitiTs hroken arm 
would ]>roh;i.hly postjione the IhreaLe.Tu^d war for an 
indefinite ])i!rioi]. 

Tliat ni^L^^ht riditiidous fancies ])layed ahout his 
de.erskin ]iillow, for he dr(iamed of iuuriLj swallowed 
by a ]ii:ul whale, and wliisked n^) to tlie sky hy a kite 
witli a brok(;n arm ami a blue atripti across its nose! 
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rAlAVTKR XXVT. 

Tbll.LS (IK A WAirr.lKK KM'KlMTrDN AM) II'H IIAI'I'Y TKllMlNATluN. 

WinM-: tlioso Rl.iri'in,:; ovoiitsi wo.ro. UiYnv^' j^Iikio. m 
l'Uit]aiid,{)iir1ViLjii(ls in Um Jslainl ol" .J'nlin^ (U)iiUniK;d 
to fish aiul liinit, iiiul koe.p wiitch ilikI wind n^niiisb 
their o/xpocit.od (»neinii.;H in tlie usual I'lLnhiori; but 
iihis for tlu; ])oov Mn^li.sliincn ! All Ihe li^^ht liad 
gone out of thf^ir (;yus ; nil the* el:i.stif:ity li:ul vaiiiyluid 
from tht'.ir spirits. Ah! it is only llioso who know 
what it is to ]f)S(^ i\. (h^ir (noiul or hrotlior, wlio can 
undcr.'^tfnHl llio tcri'ihlti l)l:iTik wliicli liinl dcsciiiulccl 
on tlielivi^s ofour (lisooverors, r(^nth'rii]gtlu;iM, iortlio 
tiirie at Icasl., (:f)jn])aral.ivoIy iiidinbri'nt to Uu: cvouLh 
that wont on nnnind thiini, and totally r(.';_,^.n'd1oss of 
tlio groat ohJLHit wliii;h had carrioil tluMn an far into 
those regions of ice. 

They could ]io hmgcr douht tliat T.co and liis 
coniyianioiis h:ul yicrislnMh inv they li;id KdiircluMl 
every isliuul (»!' llio rnli.ic j.',r(Uij), inclinlinj^r MimL ono 
on whicii I.(M) :ind llu' T'slvimos li;i.d i'onnd J(.Mri[)nr;iry 
refuge, llrj'e, indicd^ a nujiuenlar^' iilearn oL' Itojjc 
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revived, when Alf found the spent cartridge-oases 
which his brotlier had thrown down on the occasion 
of hia slioot.ing for tlie purpose of iirn^wessirif^ liia 
ciiptors, ;iiid they seurcluKi every yard of tlie island, 
lii<:;h and h)w, for several uayH, oei'uni suffering 
tlieinselveiri to i'ehi]>sn into llie ttid ;it,'ite nf iL-sjtair. 
No evidence wlialnver remained to mark the visit 
of tlie Kslvinios, for tl!e:je wily savages iiovci lelL 
anything behind them on tljeir war expeditions, 
and the storm liad wasluul away any footjirints tliat 
nii^dit have remaiiie.d in tlie liavd rocky soik 

Ainalatok — who, with ids s(jn and Jiis men, sym- 
pathised with the JMiglislimen hi their loss, and h;nt 
able assistance in tlie prolnn^^'ed seareli- -gave the 
final death-blow to tlieir liopes by his remarks* 
when Captain Vane suggested tJiat perljaps the lost 
ones had becm blown, over tJu^ sea to ]natland. 

"That is not ])0ssilde," said Aniahitok promptly. 

"Why not? The distance is not so vciy great." 

"The distance is not very great, that is true/' 
replied Ainalatok. " Jf Lo had sailed away to Plat- 
land he might have got safely Lhere, but Ijlaekbeard 
surely forgets that the storm did not last more than 
a few hours. If Lo had remaincul even a sliort time 
on this L*^land, would not tlie calm weather which 
followed the stf)rm liave enabled him to paddle 
back again to Poloe ? Xo, he must have thought 
the storm was going to be a long one, ajid thinking 
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" Yi'.:^ yes," rcplitMl Alf (|iiic'k\v ' Tic says, ' Cull 
uyioiiino in Uic llfne ol" lr(iil)lc luid I vv;ll delivtJt- 
tliet;, ami llifni sliait i^^orily iut.\'" 

"jrnvc you iiui L*:iiI(.M.l ?" ;i;-ik^.- Cliingatok with a 
sliglit look ul' surprisu. 

"N[.>; T vsay it to my sli.'nnc, Cli'i^L^nLok. This 
blow iKiR 80 stuiiiKul ni(; tli;it I had lurg^.^U ■ Jiiy God." 

"CilU now," said llio giant oanicstly. "If lie 
is a ^^nijil and true (Jod, lie riinst keep Tlir. promise." 

.Air did call, tlieu and tlu-.i'e, and Mie I'lskimo 
st.nud and listimcd wiLli bowi'd liead atid reverent 
Ionic, until the ]n)or youth had concluded Jiis prayer 
Willi the tiaTue oT Je.aus, 

I'lie m.\L^a'o'H line of arcjuTncnt with Ecnjy waa 
dirierent and oharacteriHiieally lower toned. 

"Ycju muss keep u]> de heart, iMa.ssa nenjy. 
Nohody nehber knows wot may come for to pass, 
r't'iips .M;issa 1. 1^0 he ;,^o to de Kort i.'ole by hisself. 
lie w:is allcrs hery fond o' takin' peepil by surprise. 
Nebber say die, Massa ISenjy, s' long's der's a shot 
in de locker." 

At any other time T'f^njy would hav(i lau^^died at 
the jioor cook's elforts to console Jiim, but ho only 
tnvned away with a sii^h, 

Two days idler tliat the Eskimos of Poloe were 
assembled on tlii^ beach making preparations to go 
off on a seal hunt. 

"Js that a whale on the liorizon or a walrus?** 
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thiit, must liave tried again to face it and paddle 
egainst it. In this attempt he has perished. With- 
out doubt IjC and Undera and Oblooria arc in the 
1;nul of spirits." 

Ivskinios of Uic far iiortli, unliko the red men of 
iIk^ prniric'S, are prone to j^ive way to their feelings. 
At tltf^ ]iiriil:u)M of t.hn limid one's name, Oolichuk 
(■; -venu? ]vry fam wit.li liis hands and wept aloud. 
Toor Alfaiul lienjy felt an almost irresistible desire 
to join ]]im. All the fun and frolic liad gone com- 
])ietely oiit of tlie lal-ter, and as for Alf^ hv. went 
ubout like a man lialf asleep, with a strange absent 
look in his eyes and a jjerfeot blank on liis expression- 
h'ss face. No longer did he roam the hills of Toloo- 
land with geological hammer and box. Tie merely 
went fisliing wlien advised or asked to do so, or 
wandered jiimlc^ssly on the sea-.sliore. 1'lie Captain 
iirul l>eMJy acte.il irmoli in the same wjiy. In the 
lixtrenuty of tlieir grit^f tlu^y conrtt^d solitude. 

The warm liLiarts nf Ohingfilnk and the negro 
])eat strong willi synipat.hy. I'hey longed to S}»eak 
words of coTnfurt, but at first delicacy of feeling, 
wliicli is fnmul in all ranks and under every skin, 
prevented them from intruding on sorrow which 
they knew not how to assuage. 

At last tlie giant ventured one day to speak to Alf. 

*' Has the Great yjnrit no word of comfort for liia 
Kabluuet children?" he aske<l. 
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■asked the Captain, U»i:^-.'iiiii_^ ^M)^lu^^'lt.ok on the arm 
rt^ thiiv ^tooct oii t.hc ad^'r- ji!' i.lio si'M., n-;uly t.o cinbark. 

"More lik'j .,. Llti'.'k ;4Till," .sai/i I't.^ijy, "or a 
nortlun-ii livor." 

(Jiiii^^^ti.lolf 1(K)K'.m1 'I-.Jiij;; mul oanirHily ;it tin: olgcct 
in qn^:iLio!i, ■nul tliuii s;U(l wiLlj einiiliasis — 
* A kit^alv 1 ' 

•'Oiitiof the yoniiy men retuniiug from u Juint, 
T suppose; said Alt', wliost^ iittentioii was aroused 
by Lite inU/ii^st maiiirested by tlie aurrauiidin^ 

"Not so," said Amalatok, who j(jiiied llie ^I'oup 
at the moment, "the man paddles like a man <»!" 
IHathmd." 

"What! one of ynur eiiemies?" cried thi! Captain, 
who, in his then state of (hipressioii, would luivc 
W(de(>mc^d a litfiit as a sort of relief. r^vitlriitly 
Hutterfaee shared his liopes, for hu sliowed. Uie 
wliites of his eyes and [grinned ama/iugly as lie 
clenched his horny liands. 

"Y(.^s~-()nr enemies/' said Ama.latok. 

"Tlie advanced j^iiard of tlic host." said the (Jap- 
lain, heartily ; "come, tlie sooner Me get ready for 
self defence the h(*tter/' 

*'' Yis, dat's de woi'd," r^aid tlu^ ru.>gro, increasing 
Ills grin for a moment and then collapsing into 
sudden solemnity ; " we ncLLer liglits 'cep* in M.-lf- 
defouce— oh no — ncLler I" 

t 
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" Tliey come not to attack/' said Chingatok quietly. 
"Flatlanders never come except in the night wlicii 
\nvu sleep. Tills is hut one man." 

" Terliaps hi', ]nii\^s wows V exclaimed licnjy, 
willi a sudden hhize of hu])o. 

" IVrhaps," echoed AH', eagerly. 

'• Jt may be so," said Chingatok. 

It was iu:)t long before the tjucstion was set at 
rest. The approaching kayak came on at racing 
s])e(id. Its occupant leaped on vshore, and, Danting 
from recent exertion, delivered his thrilling nuissage. 

" Prisoners in I'latlund," said the Captain at the 
council of war which was immediately summoned, 
"but alive and well. Let us be thankful for that 
good news, anyhow ; but then, they ask us to ludp 
tliem, f/nickhf That means danger." 

"Yes, danger!" shouted Oolichuk, wlio, at the 
thought of Oblooria iii the hands of liis foes, J'elt an 
idmost irresistible desire to jump ii.t some of the 
youths of his own tribe, and kill tliem, by way of 
r(dieving his i'eelings. 

" iiest (^.ont.ent, Uolic.huk/' cried Anialntolc, with a 
horrilde grinding of liis teeth; "we w^ill tear out 
their hearts, and batter in their skulls, and — " 

"lint," resumed the Captain hastily, "T do not 
t.hink the danger so givat. All I would urge is that 
we should not delay griing to their rescue — " 

"llo! huk ! hi!" intenuptcd the whole binid uf 
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assembled warriors, leaping up and going tlnougli 
sundry suggeslivis actions- ^\"ith Kiiiv(^s ami spi^ars. 

"Does jny father wish nie to get tlie kiiyakw 
ready?" asked CJimgatok, who, as nsiuiJ, ]-etuined 
liis eomposure. 

" !)(>, my son. Let ])lenty of blnhlier lie stowtMl 
ii. Ihem and war sptiars," said the uUl chief; ** we 
will start al ;juee." 

'["he proiii])titiide with which these northern 
I']slvinio3 prepared for war might be a lesson to tlie 
men ui civilised couniiunities. We liave already saiil 
that the sun had by that time beguji to set for a lew 
hours each day. Before it had reached the deepest 
twilight that night a hundred nnd fifty pick<'d 
warriors, with their kayaks and war material, weie 
skimming over the sea, led by the fiery old chief and 
his gigantic but peace-loving son. Of course (kp- 
tain Vane, HeJijy, Alphonse Vandervell, ami Hutter- 
face accompanied tliem, but none of the women 
were allowed to go, as it was expected that the war 
would be a bloody one These, therelbn*, with tlie 
<;hildren, were left in charge of a auiall hody of 
the big boys of the tribe, with tlie old men. 

Tlie weatht^r was fine, the sea smooth, and the 
arinH of th(^ invading host strong. It was not long 
before the sea that separated Toloe Ishind from 
Flatland was crossed. 

'J'(jwards sunset of a calm and beautiful day tliey 
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sighted land. Gently, with noiseless dix^ of paddle, 
they glided onward like a ])hantoiu fleet. 

That same evening Leo and Obloorias^it by^lic 
couch of Grabantak, nursing him. Ilie injury 
received by llie. chief from the ^vliale luid thrown 
liini into a liigh fever. The irritation of enforced 
delay on liis fiery spirit had made m:iit!;r: v.orse, 
•and at times he became delirious. During these 
])aroxysms it required two men to hohl him down, 
while lie indulged in wihl denunciations of his I'oloc 
foes, with frequent allusi(tns to dread surgical 
operations to be performed on tlie body of Amalatok 
— operations with which the Royal College of Sur- 
geons is probably uiiacquninted. Leo, whose know- 
ledge of the Eskimo tongue was rapidly extending, 
souglit to counteract the patient's ferocity by 
preaching forgiveness and ]iatienco. Being unsuc- 
cesisful, he had recourse to a soporific plant wliich 
he had recently discovered. To achninister an 
overdose of this w^as not unnatural, perhaps, in a 
youthful doctor. Absolute prostration was not the 
precise result he had hoped for, luit it v)as the result, 
and it had tlie lia])py effect of calming tlie spirit of 
(Irabantak and rendering him open U\ conviction. 

Fortunately the Flatlanders were on the look-out 
when the men of Poloe drew near. One of the 
Flatland braves was returning from a fishing expedi- 
tion at tlie time, saw the advancing' liost while they 
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were yet well uul ut sea, and came home al rar.in^T 
speed will I llie news. 

" St.i-aii^;e Uiat tiicy shou1<l cnjiie to attacl\ vt.s'," 
said Teyuia to Leo at the council of war whicli was 
iTniiiedialely called. ** It has ahvay.s, up to this 
tirae, been our custom to attack l/inn" 

'■ i.;j^. ^.'.} itrauge as you think," said Anders, who 
now, for tlie first ti?ue, iiieutioned the sending oi' the 
messaji^e to Poloeland. 

l:iiac,k looks were turned on the interpreter, and 
several hands wandered towards boots in search ol 
daggers, when the prime minister iuterCered, 

"You did not well, Unders, to act without letting 
ns know," he said with grave seventy. " We must 
now prepare to meet the men of Poloe, wh tether 
they come as iViends or foes. Let the young men 
arm. 1 go to (ionsnlt with our chief." 

" You must not consult with (irabantak," said Leo 
firtnly. " ]Ie lies limp. ITis backbone has no more 
strength than a piece of walrus line. His sou must 
act for him at present.*' 

" Boo !" exclaimed one of the warriors, with a look 
of ineffable contempt, " Koyjituk is big e^ iUgh, but 
he is brainless, lie can bluster and look tierce like 
the walrus, but he has only the wisdom of an infant 
^mirni. No, w^e will be hul by Teyma." 

This sentiment was highly applauded by the en- 
tire cfiuneil, whic.ji included Lhe entire army^ iudeiid 
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tli'i w'holo fTvowu-iip inaU'. part of the nation; so 
til at Koyatiik ^vas depo^od on the spot, as all 
incoirijxitents ouglit to ho, and one of the best tfieu 
or Flatlaiid Ma.s jnit in liis place. 

" Jiut if [ am to load yuu/' said tliu promier 
fuialy, "it shall bo to poaoo, not to war!" 

'' Lead us to wliat you liko ; you liavo brains/' 
rutunicid tlui man wlio liad previously said ** boo!" 
" We know not what is best, but we can trust you," 

Attain the approval was unanimous. 

"Well, then, I accept the command until my 
chicrs health is restored," said 'J'eyma, risijig. 
"Xow, the council is at an cntl To your huts, 
warriors, and get your spears ready; and to your 
laiups, girls. Prepare supper for our warriors^ and 
let the allowance of each be doubled." 

This latter command caused no small degree of 
sni'jirise, but no audible comment was made, and 
yUict obedience was rendered. 

Leo returned to Grabautak's hut, where lie found 
that (ieiy (thief as limp as ever, but with some of 
the old spirit Irft, for he was feebly making uncom- 
fortable 3'ererenees to the lieart, liver, and other vital 
organs of Anialatok and all his band. 

Soon afterwards that band came on in battle 
array, on murderous deeds intent. The Flatlanders 
assembled on the beach to receive them. 

" Leave your apeara on the ground b(;hinil you," 
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Bhouteil Teyiu;i to liis liust ; " luIvaiuH^ to (.lui \v;iU:f\s 
edge, iiiul lit my signal, tluow up your arms." 

"They have V)eeii Ibn'.Wiinmd/' l^vowIcuI Amalatok, 
gi'Uif'ir.i;- his teotli in disup]i(»ijitiimMt, .lud rlmdkin^f 
the julvaiico of his iiaet by holdiii*; np ono Iiaiul. 

" No doubt," said C:i])t.ain V;uuj, wlio, with liiMijy, 
Alt', iiud I^uitterl'iice, wiis vdoi^e to tlie Poloe v.hivA' in 
one of the iuilia-rubber boats, " no doubt my young 
countryman, having sent a niessa<:,'e, expectc<l uh. 
Surely — cli ! Menjy, is not tluit Leo ntauding in 
front of the rest with another man ?" 

The Captain applied his binocular telescope to 
his eyes as he spolte. 

'' Yes, it 's him- thank God! and I see Anders 
too, (|uite phiinly, and Oblooria !" 

"Are they bo\nid hand and footv" (Uuuamh'd 
Auuilatok, savagely. 

"No, they are as hw. as you art> And the 
Eskimos are unanneil, ap]>ariMitly." 

"11a! that is tlusir ileccit" growled the chief. 
"The Fhitlandei'R were always sly; but they shall 
not deceive ua. Braves, get ready your spears !'* 

" May it not be that J.eo has inilueiieed them 
peacefully, my father?" suggested Chingatok. 

"Not so, my son," said tlie chief savagely. 
"Grabaiitak wjis always sly as a white fox, ficico 
as a walrus, mean as a wolf, greedy as a Idack gull, 
contemptible its — " 
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Tlie CfitaJo^^aie oi" (jlralianlalv's vices mms cut ahort 
by llio vuico of 'I'eyma coinini; luiul and strong over 
thti sea. 

" If tlio Hicii nf INiloe coni(3 us IViiMuls, ]i.!t tliein 
land. The men of I^'laUand aru ainnil to futd, and 
will sliarti their supjxM'. If the nam of JVjKk; eonui 
us foes, still J .say let. tluan laml. The })ravos of 
Klatlaiid have shariuuicd tlu^.ir fi])i';i.rs !" 

'I\^ynui threw up Ixjtli liands as lie (inislirUj ant] 
all liis host followed suit. 

For a mniiKMit or two tlie Poloose hesitated, 
riiey vStill feared ihiception. Then tiie voice of Leo 
was licard lond and cl(*-ar: — 

" Why do you liesitate ? come on, uncle;, su])pei' 's 
fretting eold. We've been waiting for 3^011 a long 
tinie^ and are all very hungry !" 

This was received with a sliont of hinghttn- by the 
Englishmen, high ahnve wliicli rose a wild cheer nl 
joy fj'oin l>enjy. Anialatok swallowed his warliko 
spirit., laid asithi his spear, and seized Ids paddle. 
Chingatok gave the signal to advance, and, a few 
minutes later, thos(i warriors of the norLh -tJiose 
fi(jree savages wiiO; probably i'or centuries, had been 
sworn hereditary foes-— were seated ronnd the igioe- 
hunps amicably smearing tlieir fingers and faces 
with fat, as they feaslc^d together on chops of the 
walrus and cutlets of the polar l»ear. 
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CilArTKTl XXV n. 


TTir: cntHAT uiMt'oviacY. 


]^'K!'^:NT.)Ly rulaiioiis having bticii estalilisliecl be 
twctni llic Fliitluuduis aiul the; ^oloes^^ boili nalioua 
uivnod their aUuiitiun Lu the arts of ]i(ia(:i;. 

Auiou^f oUuu" thiiif,^s, Ca})tain Yaue and liis party 
ilbvot.uil tlieiiiselves oiuu; inuro, with renewed energy, 
to the pnrsnit of discovery and scientific investiga- 
tion. All expedition was pUmned to Great Isle, not 
now loi- the ])nrposi? ^f consulting jM:ikiiok, tlie 
yracle, as to Llie best tinio for going lo war, but to 
gratify tlio wishoR of ('aptaiu Vane, who liad tlie 
strongest I'l'.asnii inr btdieving tliat lie was in the 
iiDiriediate nciglibourliood of tlie Pole. 

'M)liu;lJi(':ird s:iys lie must be very near nothing 
now," observed (Jhingatok to Anders the day after 
their arrival. 

"Xear natkhuj !'* oxchiinied Teynia, who was 
sitting close by. 

Of com'Sti tlie giant ex]tlained, and tlie premier 
looked incredulous. 

'' i wish 1 had not left my sextant bidiind me in 
th(^ liurry of dcjiartiire/' said tlu'. Captain tliut (jvciiing 
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to Leo. '*]5ui \vc came off in ^\u:h liui, lia.sto that I 
forgot it. Tiowevcr, I '11 ask Aiualatok to send a you rig 
man back Ibr it. 1 'in pei'suaded wu cannot now 
be more tliau a few miles distant IVoni our goal." 

" I qiiitu agreu witli yon, ancle, forwlicu 1 ]ooke<l 
at the Tiortli star last nig] it it seemed to nie as 
directly in the zcnitli as it was possible 1.o inidgine." 

"Ay, lad; but the unaided eye is de'.:<\i^iv(\ A 
few miles of differencecannot be distinguislied by 
it. When did the Polo star Ijeconui visible ?" 

"Only liist night; I fancied I had made it out 
the night before, but was not cjuite sure, the day- 
light, even at the darkest hour, being still too intense 
to let many of the stars be seen." 

"Well, we shall see. I am of opinion tliat we 
are still between t^venty and forty miles south of 
the Pole. Mcanwhih:, 1*11 induce Tcyma to get u]) 
an expedition to the island of this Maki — what?" 

"Tok," said J.eo; " iMakitok. Kverytliing almost 
ends in tok or tuL hereabouts." 

''Who, and wiiat, is this num?" asked the Captain. 

" Xo one seems to know precisely. His origin 
has been lost in the mists of antic^uity. His first 
forefather — so tradition styles him —seems, like Mel- 
chisedec, to have had no lather or mother, and to 
have come from no one knows where. Anyhow he 
founded a colony in (heat Ish, and Makitok is tliM 
present head of all tlie faniilie.s." 
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Leo tlicn cxplahuul about the iiiystiuy-tlujig 
called huh, wliicli \va;-j \vnip])i:il up in imiiutiumLilc 
]uecos of soal.skiii. 

"Strango," said the Captain, "passiii<^ strange. 
All you tull im makes ui« tin* more anxious to visit 
tliiw mail oi' tlu: 'alley. Voii :;ay tliei'e iis no f'lianee 
ol' tlralxintak hoiiig able tt> take thy reiuH of guvern- 
iiiunt af'aiu for a long time?" 

"None, lie lias got a shake that will keep him 
JielplcsR for Boiiie time to conic. And thiw is well, 
i'or ToyniR will be ready to favour any proj<'(jt that 
tejids towards peace or prosperity." 

Now, wliilo preparations for the northoru exi:)odi- 
tion were being made, our friend Ooliohnk went a 
wooing. And this is the fashion in whicli he did it. 

Arraying himself one day, like any other love- 
Kick sw^ain, in his best, lie paid a ceremonial visit 
to Oblooria, who lived with Morknt, the wife of 
Grabantak, in a hut at the eastern suburb of the 
village. Oolichuk*s costume was simple, if not 
ehigaut. [t consisted of an undercoat of ]jii-d-,skins, 
with the feathers inwards ; bearskin jiantaloons 
with the hair out; an upper coat of the grey seal; 
dogskiu socks and sealskin boots. 

Tltat young Eskimo di<i nut visit his bride empty- 
handed. He carried a bundle containing a gift — 
skins of the young eider-duck to make an under- 
garment for his lady love, two plump little auks 
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witli whidi to gratiiy lior ])alat(|, juul a Madder of 
oil to wa.^h them down and cause Iier lieart to 
rejoice. 

Good fortune favoured tliis brave man, lor he met 
Ohl'ioria at a lonely part of tlie slu)re among the 
houhlers. 

Romance lies deej) in the heart of an K.slumo — 
so deop fliat it is not perceptible to the naked eye. 
\Vhiitev(»r the roloc warrior and maiden ielt, they 
took (;are not to express in words. liut Oolichuk 
h)(tkeil nnutt(iral)Ie thin'rs, and invited Oblooria to 
dine then and tliere. The hidy at once aHsented 
with a bashful smile, and sat down on a houlder. 
Oolichuk sat down beside her, and presented the 
bundle of under-clothing. 

Wiiile the lady was examining tin's with critical 
eyeri, the i^entleman pn^jMircd the fuod. 'iaking one 
of tlie links, ho twisted uiV its head, put his forefinger 
nndcr tlie integun^cnts of the neck, drew the skin 
dow]i htick wards, and the bird was skinned. Tlien 
ho ran his long tlinmb-nail down the breast and 
sliced off a lump, which he presented to the ]a<ly 
with tlie off-hand air of one who should nay, " If you 
don't want it you may let it alone !'* 

Jiaw though the moisel was, Oblooria acce])ted it 
with a pleased hjok, and ate it with relish. She also 
acc(;])tod the. bladder, and, putting it to lier lijhs. 
pledged him in a bumper of oil. 
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Uolichuk uoiiliiiued this process until the 1ii:-it 
auk was finisluul. lie then tn-alud llie t^ecoiul bird 
ill the sjiiue iiianuer, and assisted liid huly-hne to 
coiismnu it, as wtdl as the n;mainder uf the oil. 
Conversation did not How during tlie first part of 
the nujal, but, after having drunk dt!eply, their lips 
were opened and the feast of reason began. It con- 
sisted duelly of a running commentary by the man 
on tlie Kablunets and their ways, and appreciative 
gigglos on the part of the woman ; but they were 
iuterruptiid at the very commencement by tlie sud- 
den appiiarance of one of the Kablunets sauntering 
towards them. 

I'liey rose instantly and rambled away in op[)0.site 
dLrections, absorbed in contemplation - the one ot 
the earth, and the other of the sky. 

Three days after that, (Captain Yane and his party 
approached the shores of Great Me, It was low 
like the other islands of .Flatlaud, but of greater 
extent, insomuch that its entire circumference could 
not be seen from its highest central point. Like the 
other islands it was (pite destitute of trees, but the 
low bush was luxuriantly dense, and filled, they were 
told, with lierds of reinthicr and musk-oxen. Myriads 
of wild fowl — from the lordly swan to the twittering 
sandpi])er — swarmed among its sedgy lakelets, 
while grouse and ptarmigan were to be seen in huge 
tlocks ou its uplands. The land was clothed iu 
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inossos and u^rasses of tlie riclicst f^rcen, and dt^nl^od 
with variouatf^d wild-flowers and Iicrrios. 

I'he voyagers woro received willi deep interest 
and great li(is])itulity hy the inlialuUnits ol" tlie coast, 
wlio, it secnuMi, n(ivf*r qiiarrelltid wilJi t;Iio nei^libour- 
ing islanders or went to war. 

Malcitok dw(dt in tlie centre of the island. Tliitluir 
they thon^fon^ w(^.nt the foUowin;:,' day. 

It was afternoon wJieji they canui to the valley 
in whicli dwelt the ant^ekok, or, as Kod Indians 
wonld have styled liini, the medicine-nian. 

Tt was a peculiar vaUey. Unlike other vales it 
had neither outlet or iidet, but was a mere circular 
hasin or depression of vast extent, the lowest part 
of which was in its (icntre. The slope towards the 
centre was so gradual that the descent was liardly 
perceived, yet Captain Yane could not resist the 
conviction thaf. the lowest jiart of Lhe vale must be 
lower than the surface ol' the sea. 

The rich luxuriance of herbage in Great Isle 
seemed to culminate in this lovely vale. At the 
centre and lowest part of the valley, Makit.ok, or 
rather MakitokV forefathers, had built their dwell- 
ing. Tt was a hut, resembling the huts of the 
Eskimos. No other but was to ba seen. The 
angekok loved solitude. 

Beside the hut there stood a small truncated cone 
about lifleen fec^ f^g^'^ ^^^^ ^^^0 sunnnit of which sat 
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jui old white-lteanled man, who intently watched 
tlio approachin^^r imvt^llers. 

" Behold -Alakitok !" said Tcynia as tln7 dro.w 
near. 

Tho old man did not mov(\ H*^ appeared to be 
over t'i^liL}^ years n\' age, and, nnlike ICKkimcKS in 
j^piiiMid, had a hiisliy snow-white beard. The tldu 
hair on his head was also wliitc, and liis features 
were good. 

<3iii' travellers w^ere not disappointed witli this 
RlraiiL;e recluse, who received them witli an air of 
relinement and urbanity so far removed fiom 
Eskimo manners and character, that Captain Vane 
i'elt convinced ho must be descended from some 
other branch lA' the luiman family. Makitok iell 
and expre.ssed a dcjirrce of interest in the objects of 
the ex])cdition which had not been observed in any 
Eskimo, except (yhingatok, and he was intelligent 
and ([uick of perce])tion far before most of those 
who surnunided him. 

"And what have you to sa}*" about yourself?'* 
isked the captain that ovenin*r, ;vft(ir a long aninjated 
;onversnt.ion on the country and its productions. 

" T hav(^ little to say," ri^plied the old man, sadly. 
" TJlcjc is nil mystery about my fannly (^xce]it its 
beginning; in tlic long past/' 

"ISul is not all njystcry in tlie long past?" asked 
the Captain. 
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"True, xny son, but tluu^e is a difTerouc^ -n -my 
luystoiy. Otlier l^^skimos can trace back from nnu 
to fatlua' till tliey get confused and lost, as if sur- 
rounded by tlie winter -fogs. Aid whan I trace 
b;uilv — f;ir back I coiue to one man — Tiiy Jij^fit 
father, who had no fatlKir, it is said, Ji.nd wlio caiTHi 
no one knows from where. My mind is not coni'iised 
or h)st ; it is sto])|ied !" 

" Miglit not the mystery-bundle tliat you call 
huk explain matters ?" askerl Alf. 

When this was translated, th(^ old man for tlie 
ih'st time looked troubled. 

"I dare not open it," he said in an nnder-tone, 
as if speaking to himself. " From father to son wo 
have held it sacred. It must grow — ever grow — 
never diminish !" 

" It \s a pity he looks at it in that light/' remarked 
Leo to IJenjy, as t]u;^y lay down to sleep tliat ui^dit. 
1 have lU) doubt that the man whom he styles tirst 
I'atlier wrapped up the thing, whatever it is, to 
keep it safe, not to make a mystery of it, and that 
liis successors, having begun with a mist:ikcn view, 
have now eonvcitod the n^-wrapping of tlie bundle 
by eacli successive heir into a sacred obligation. 
However, w(^ may perhaps succeed in overcoming 
the old fellow*s prejudices. Good-night, V>enjy." 

A snore from Benjy showed that Leo's words had 
been thrown away, so, witli a light laugh, he turned 
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ovi;r liid soon joined his coinrude in the land of 

For two wcckj thi.; i);irty rcniaiuctl on Grt'fU IsL\ 
hiiuting, shooting, Ilrihing, collecting, and iuvt^sLigat- 
ing ; also, we nuiy add, iistonishing tlio natives. 

During tijal period many adventures ui" a more or 
less exciting nature befell them, which, liowover, 
we must pass over in silence. At the end of that 
ume, the youth who had been sent for the Cii])tain'H 
sextant and other philosophical iiistnuneiits arrived 
witli them all — thermometers, barometers, ciirono- 
meters, wind and water gauges, pendulums, etc., safe 
and sound. 

As the instruments reached Cup Vallnj (so Henjy 
had styl(ui Makitok*s home) in tlu; morning, it was 
too early for taking trustworthy observations. The 
Captain therefore employed the time in erecting an 
observatory. For this pnrj)ose he selected, with 
Makitok's permission, the truncated conci close to 
the recluse/s dwelling. Here, after taking formal 
possession and hoisting the Union Jack, he busied 
iumself, in a state of subdued excitement, prepar- 
ing for the intended observations. 

o 

"I'll fix the latitude and lon^^itude in a few 
hours," ho said. "JVleantime, Leo, you and lienjy 
had better go off with the rifle and fetch us some- 
thing good for dinner." 

liCo and lienjy were always ready t;o go a-lmnt- 
2 A 
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ing. Tliey j'('i|UiH;fl no second Indding, In.:, -xotc- 
soon ranihling overtlie slopes en- wiuling aniun^ tl.e 
inarslios of tlie isliind in ]mi'suit of giinie. 

J.oo canii'il liia re])o:iUjr; Henjy the siiot-guu. 
J>oth wore native Eskimo ])oots as long as t'ho log, 
wln'ch, being made oi' unt.aiuucl hide, are, wlien 
soaked, thoroughly waterproof.^ 

Oulichuk and BiiUerf'ace carried the f^ame-hags, 
and these were soon lilled with such game as was 
thought best for food. Sending thom back to camp 
with orders to empty the bags and return, Leo and 
Benjy took to the uplands in search of nobhu* game. 
It was not diflicult to iind. Soon a S])leiidid stag 
was shot by Leo and a musk-ox by J^enjy. 

Not long nftcr this, the hag-bc:"ii'ers returned. 

" You shoots nios' awful well, Massus," said 
lUiLterface; "but it's my 'jjinioji daL you bof better 
gi) home, Ibr Captain Yiuw. he go mad I" 

" What d' you mean, IJutterface ? " asked L(U). 

" T mean dat d(i Ca])i»'n lie's goed mad, or suflln 
like, it, an' Massa Alf not mush better." 

A good deal amused and surprised by tlie negro's 
statcmtint, the two hunters hastejicd back to 
Malcitok's hut, where they indeed found Captain 
Vane in a state of great excitement. 

^ The writer has often wailftd knee-tleep in siicL linots, for 
hours at a time, on thuawanipy shttrea of Hudson's Bay, withoui 
wfttin:: l^ia feet in the slightest degn-r. 
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V, ^:11, uncle, wliat 's tlie news ?" askntl T.ro ; 
'■' fuuml yruir latifaido liiglic^i l.haii you exiuicled?" 

"lTi_^lKM-!" cxdtiiiiuul llio (.■iii)t;iiij, st/izinj^- his 
nephew by both liands and shaking tlteni. " llii^her ! 
* T sliouhl think so- couhlu't be liii^dicr. There's 
iifiitlun' latilude nor longitude here, my hoy! I've 
found it! Come- come up, and Til show you tlie 
exact s[)ot — the North Pole itsdj ! " 

Jle dragged Leo to the top of the truncated cone 
on whicli he had pitched In's ohserviitory. 

''Tlieie, look rouml you," he cried, taking ofT his 
hat and wiping the perspiration IVom his brow. 

"Well, uncle, where is it?" asked Leo, hall'- 
amused and lialf-sceptieal. 

" Where ! why, don't you see it? No, of course 
you don*t. Yon 're loolcing all round it, lad. Look 
down, — down at your feet. Leonard Vandervell," 
he addetl, in sudden solemnity, ** you 're on it! 
you're standing on the North Pole now T 

Leo still looked incredulous. 

"Wliat! you don't believe? Convince him, 
Alf." 

" Indeed it is true," said Alf ; " we have been test- 
ing and checking our observations in every possible 
manner, and the result never varies more than a foot 
or two. The North Pole is at this moment actually 
under our feet." 

As we have now, good reader, at last reached that 


372 


THE GIANT OF THE NORTH 


great poimt of geographical interest wliicli has so 
long perplexed the world and agitated (enterprising 
man, we deem this the proper place to present you 
with a map of CapLain Vane's discoveries. 
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" And so," said Benjy with an injured look, " the 
geography hooks are right after all ; the world is 
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' fi liliic flattened at the Poles like an orange/ Well, 
I never believed it before, and 1 don't believe yet 
llial it's like an orange." 

" But it is more than flattened, Bcnjy," said Leo ; 
" don't you see it is even hollowed out a little, as if 
the spinning of the world had made a sort of whirl- 
pool at the North Pole, and no doubt there is tlie 
same at the South." 

Chingatok, who was listening to the conversation, 
without of course understanding it, and to wlinm 
the Captain had made sundry spasmodic remarks 
during the day in the Eskimo tongue, went that 
night to Amalatok, who was sitting in Makitok's 
hut, and said — 

" My father, Pdackbeard has found it ! " 

"Foimd what, nxy son? — his nothing — his Nort 
Pole?" 

"Yes, my fiither, he has found his Nort Pole." 

"Ts he going to caiTy it away with him in his 
soft wind-boat?" asked the old chief with a half- 
humorous, half-contemptuous leer. 

" And," continued Gliimjatok, wlio was too earnest 
a))0ut the matter to take notice of bis father's levity, 
"his Nort Pole is soineiliing after all! It is not 
nothing, for 1 lieard him say he is standing on it. 
No man can stand on nothing; therefore his Nort 
Pole which he stands on mu^^t bo sonuithing." 

"Ho is titanding on my out look. He must not 
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cany that away/' remarked Makitok with a por- 
tentous frown. 

'' Boh ! " exclaimed Ainiilatok, rising i in patiently. 
'* J will not listen to the nonsense of lUjickbeard. 
Have 1 not heard him say that tlie world stnndfc on 
nothing, spins on nothing, and rolls contiinnilly 
rouTid tlji^ sun ? How can anything spin on notln'ng? 
TVnd asi to the sun, use your own eyes. J)o you not 
see lliat for a bng time it rolls round the world, for 
a long tinui it rolls in a circle above us, and for a 
long time it rijlls away altogetljer, halving us all in 
darkness? My son, these XabUniets are ignorant 
fools, and you are not much better for b(^lieving 
them. Hoo ! I have no patience with the nonsense- 
talk of ]5lackboanl." 

The old chief flung angrily out of the hut, leaving 
liis more philosopliic son to continue the discussion 
of the earth's mysteries with Makitok, the reputed 
wizard of llie furthest possible nortli. 
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TKM.P, AMONfl oi'lTKIt 'I'HINCH, Ol-" A NOTAHLK DISCOV K !'.Y. 

Soon jifloT tills, sij^iis t>i' ;i[ijiruachi!ig wiiiUiV lic^i^iui 
to niiikti tliuii" a.p]n;iLr;iii(je iii Un) regions oT Uiu 
North ToIe.;. The ami, which iit Hv:r:l h:ul hoeii as a 
familiar fVieml iii^^hl ami day, hiul ho^uu to ahsuul 
liiinself uoL only all ni^.;h1,, hut duvinf^ a hir^u portion 
of each (lay, iriviiig sure thou;:;!! quiet liiuts of his 
iuteiiLiou to ["orsake Iho i-euion altogether, and leave 
it to Uie six luonilui' veign of iii(j;ht. Krost bef^nn 
to render the nights hiUerly cold. The bird.s, having 
brought forth aiid bruugiit up their young, \vcj"e 
betaking themselves to more temperate regions, 
hiavingouly such creatures as bears, seals, walruses, 
foxes, wolves, and nu3n, to enjoy, or endure, the 
regions of tlie fii;;id /one,. 

Suddenly there came a day in October when all 
the elemental fiends and furies of Uie .Arctic cireh; 
seemed to bii let b)os(^ in wildest revelry. It was a 
turning-point in tin: Arctic so.a.aoiti-^. 
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By tliat time Cai»tain Vane and ]as party had 
transported all ttieir belongings to Groat Tsle, wliore 
llioy had taken up their abode beside old Makitok. 
]'hey had, with that wizard's permission, built to 
tliemsclves a teniponuy stone hut, as I'eujy ^''aTie 
i'aceliously said, "on the very top of the Norlh Pole 
itself;" that is, on tlie little mound or truncated 
cune of rock, in the centre of the Great Isle, on 
Avliich they had already set up the observatory, and 
wliich cone was, in very truth, as nearly as possible 
the exact position of tljat lon,i^-songht-f<)r imaginary 
point of earth as couhl be ascertained hy repeated 
and careful obsorvatiriTis, made with tlie best of 
scientific instruments by thoroughly capable men. 

Chingatok and his father, with a large band of 
Ihoir followers and some of tlieir women, had also 
encEimped, by pennission, round the Tole, wliere, in 
the intervals of the chase, they wateherl, with solemn 
and unflagging interest, tlie incomprehensible doings 
of the white men. 

The storm referred to began with heavy snow — 
that slv.w, (piiet, down -floating of great (lakes wliich 
is so pleasant, even restful, in its effect on the senses. 
At first it seemed as if a golden haze were mixed 
with tlic snowfall, suggesting the idea that the sun's 
rays were penetrating it. 

"Most beiMitiful !" snid Leo, who sat beside the 
Captain and his liienils on the North l*ole enjoying 
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Iho view throiif^li the u]>cn doorway of the hut, and 
sipi>iiig a cnj> of coffee. 

" It reminds me," saitl Alf, " of I'uzzby's lines :- — 

'Tbu snow flakes falling softly 
III tlift moniing'H goWeii ^>rime, 

Suggristivti of a geiitl« touch 

AikI the Biknt flight of T:r\e."' 

"Behold a more powerful reiniTider of the flight 
of Time !" said Bcnjy, pointing to tlie aged Makitok, 
who, with white Ixiiird and snow-besprinkled person, 
came slowly towards tlicm like the living embodi- 
ment of " Old Father Christmas." 

" Come," said F^eo, hastening to assist the old man, 
"let nje help you up the Pole." 

Leo, and indeed all the [lai'ly, had fallen in with 
I'cnjy's humour, and habitually referred thus to 
their mound. 

" Wliy comes the ancient one here through the 
STKAv?** said Captain Vane, rising and olfering 
Makitok his seat, which was an empty packing-case. 
" Surely my friend does not think we would forget 
him? 1)005 not Benjy always carry him his morning 
cnp of coiVee when the weather is too bad for him to 
conu^ hither?'* 

"Truly," returned the old man, sitting down with 
a sigh, " the Kablnnets are kind. Tliey never forget. 
Bunjee never fails to bring the cuffy, though he does 
sometimes pretend to forgot the shoogre, till I have 
tiisted it and nuido a bad lace ; tbcn he hm^hs and 
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remembers that the shoogre is in Jiis [loiich. ft is 
]jis little way. Hut T come not to-day I'or cuflfy; I 
come to warn. There is danger in the air. I5kck- 
hcard must take his .strange things (thus he referred 
tn the p]iilnsf)]tliical iiistnimeuLs) a^vwy J^rmi jicro — 
from — lia ! — from Nort Tole, and put tliern in my 
hut, wliercj they will he sale." 

'I'he Captain did not at once reply. Turning to 
Ids (U)m2)ani<)ns ho said — 

"I see no particuLir reason to fear lliis 'danger 
in tlio air.' I'll go and consult (Jliiiigutok or his 
father on the point." 

"'.I'lio ancient one, as you call him," said Ijenjy, 
"seems to be growing timid with age." 

" The youthl'al one," retorted the Captain, " seems 
to be growing insolent witli age. Co^ you scampj 
and tell Amalatok T want to sp(!ak with him." 

Wliat.cver faults our young hero had, disobedience 
was Jujt one ot" them. Tie lose promptly, and ^joon 
returned with the eliief ol' Polo el and. 

Amalatok confirmed the wizard's o] anions, and 
both opinions were still more powerfully con firmed, 
while he was speaking, by a gust of wind which 
suddenly came rushing at them as if from all points 
of the compass, converging at the Pole and shooting 
upwards like a whirlwind, carrying several hats of 
tlie party with volumes of the now wildly agitated 
snow u}i into the sky. 
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There was no room for further hesitation. 

*' VVliy, Massa Bun jay, I tliought my wooly scalp 
he goed up 'loiij^^ wid my liat!" cried Butteiface, 
leaping uj) in obedience to the Captain's Imrried 
order to Ic^k sharp and lend a hand. 

In a short tinu; all tlie instrument s were removed 
from the observatory and carefully lioused in 
Makitok's hut. Even while they were thus engaged 
the storm hurst on them with excessive violence. 
Tlie snow which had been falling so softly, was 
caught up by the conflicting win(is and hurled high 
into tlie air, or driven furiously over tlu^ valley in all 
directions, for the gale did not come from any lixed 
f[uarter; it rose and swooped and eddied about, 
driving the snow-drift now here, n(jw tliere, and 
shrieking as if in wild delight at the chaotic liavoc 
it was permitted to play. 

"Confusion worse cunl'ituudrd !" gasjicd i.eo, as 
he staggered past Alf with the last load on Jiis 
Khouldcr. 

"Ami yet there must be order evcryivhere" ob- 
served Chingatok, when, nfter all were safely lioused 
in Makitok*s hut that evening, he heard Leo repeat 
that sentiment. 

"Why do you think so, Chingatok?" asked the 
Captain witli some curiosity. 

" Because there is orflcr even in my hut," returned 
the giant. "r!nga:suk (referring to liis wift;) keejis 
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all things in perfect order. Is tlie WorlJ-Mnker less 
wise than Pingasuk ? Sometimes, no doubt, when 
Pingasuk is cooking, or arranging, things may seem 
in disorder to the eye of my little boy Mcltik and 
the small aim (rcfering to baby), but when Moltik 
and the small one grow older and wiser, they will 
see that it is not so." 

While Chingatok was speaking, a gust of wind 
more furious than ever struck the hut and shook 
it to its foundations. At tho same time a loud 
rumbling sound was lu^ard outside. Most of the 
men It^aped up, caught hold of spears or knives, and 
rushed out. Through the driving drift they c(mld 
just see that the observatory, which was a flimsy 
structure, had been swept clean away, and that tlie 
more solid hut was Following it. Even as they gazed 
tliey saw its roof caught up, and whirled off as if it 
had been a scroll of ])aper. The walls fell immedi- 
ately after, and the stones rolled dowji tlie rocky 
cone with a loud rattling, which was partially 
drowned by the shrieking of the tempest. 

For three days the storm lasted. Ihiring that 
time it was almost impossil^le to show face in the 
open air. On lh(^ night of tlie third day the fury of 
the wind abated. Then it suddenly became Ciilm, but 
when l^utierface oi)encd the d(K)r, and attempted 
to go out, he found himself eff(?ctually checked by 
a wall of snow. Tlie interioi- of the hut was pitch 
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liai'k, and it was not until a lamp liad been lij^hted 
lliul the ]>ai'ty fuund Uiey wtuo l)iiried alive ^ 

To diy tli(iiiiselveri out was not, liowever, a diH: - 
cult matter. But what a scene presented itself t< 
view when they regained the uppt^r air! No ineta- 
niorph.jiiis conci;ivcd by Ovid or achieved by the 
magic lantern; no pantomimic trauylbrmation ; ]io 
eccentricity ol' dreandand ever cqualled^it ! When 
last seen, the valley was clothed in all the rich luxu- 
riance of auliiiiiual i.ints, and alive with the twitter 
and ijlaintivc cry of bird-life. Now it was draped 
in the x>ure wiuding-sheet of winter, and silent in 
the repose of Arctic death. Nothing almost was 
visible but snow. Eveiything was whelmed in white. 
Only here and there a few of tlie sturdier clumps 
of bushes held up their loads like gigantic wedding- 
cakes, and broke the universal sameness of the 
scene. One raven was tlie oidy living representa- 
tive of the birds that had fled. It soared calmly 
over the waste, as if it were the wizard who had 
wrought the change, and was admiring its work. 

" Winter is upon us fairly now, friends," said 
Ca^Juain Yarn" as he surveyed the prospect from the 
Pole, which was itni^-lf all but hurieil in the universal 
drift, and cijiped with the hugest wcddinj^ (lake of 
all; 'so we shall have to accommodate ourseJvp^ to 
circumstances, and [prepare for the campaign.*' 

"I suppose the first tiling we shall have to do 13 


382 Tin*: giant ov tfik north 

to build a snow-house," said PHJiijy, looking nu^full^' 
round, for, as usucal, lie was dciu'cssed by lirst 
appearanctis. 

" JuHl; so, Vjiiujy ; and the sooner we go to work 
lite bettor." 

Now, tliij reader must not hastily conclude tliat 
we are about to in/lift on him or h(ir a detailed 
narrative of a six months' residence at tlie Norfli 
Pole. We have no sueli tell desimi. Much thou"[li 
there is to tell,-— -much of sufl'ering, more of enjoy- 
ment, many adventures, numerous stirring incidents, 
and not a few mishaps — we shall [lass over the most 
of it in total silence, and toiicli only on those points 
which are worthy of special notice. 

Let us leap, then, into the very middle of the 
Arctic winter. It is continuously dark now. There 
is no day at all at tJie Pole; it is jiight all round. 
The last glinuner of tlio departing sun left them 
mouths ago ; the next glimmer of his return will 
not reach tliem for jnoniijs to come. The northern 
Eskimos and theii' English visitors were well aware 
of that, nevertheless tliere was nothing of gloom or 
depressetl spirits among them. They were too busy 
for that. Had not meat to be procured, and then 
consumed? Did not the procuring involve the 
harnessing of dogs in sledges, the trapping of foxes 
and wolves, the fighti r of walruses, the chasing of 
polar bears; and did not the consuming thereof 
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noco?!pitate much culinary work fur the women, 
much and Avqucnt fittentioii and labour vm ilu.'. parL 
of the wlinU* f'-omnnniily, not to mention houra, and 
sometimes ^Ijiys, of cahu rcposo ? 

Tlion, as to light, had they not the Aurora 
.Horealis, tliat myKterious shininuiriiiff in Uu* north- 
ern sky which lius puzzled philosophers fiom the 
beginnin^^ of time, and is not unlikely to continue 
puzzling them to the end? Had tlujy not tlie moon 
and the stars, which latter shone witli a brilliancy 
almost indescribalde, and among them the now 
doubly interesting L'ole star, right over-head, with 
ticveral nou' and gorgeous conHtellations unknown to 
southern climes? 

iUisides all this, had not Captain Vane his scien* 
tific invcstigatioTifi, liis pendidum experiments, his 
wind-ganging, his ozone testing, his thermometrie, 
barfitiKitric, and chronomutric observations, besides 
what I'onjy styled his kiteometric praid^s? Tliesc 
last consisted in attempts to bring lightning down 
fnuu the clouds by means of a kite and cord, and in 
which (ifVort the Captain managed to knock liimself 
down, and well-nigh shattered the North Pole itsell" 
in pieces ! 

Moreover, had not J^eo to act the part of physician 
and surgeon to the connuunity ? a duty which he 
fullillcd so well that there never had been before 
tliat time such a demand for physic in Flathind. and, 
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it is probable, tlioro never will be so many sick 
peoplti there again. In addition lo this, Leo had 
to exercise his marvellous powers as a huntsman. 
J5enjy, of course, played his wonted rSle of niischief- 
niaker and jack-of-all-trades to tlie entire satisfac- 
tion of everybody, especially on that yreat occasion 
when he succeeded in killing a polar bea. single- 
handed, and without tlie aid of gun or spear or 
any lethal weapon whatever; — of whicli great event, 
more hereafter. Anders, the southern Eskimo, made 
himself generally agreeable, and Butterface became 
a prime favourite, chiefly because of his inexliaust- 
ible fund of fun and good humour, coupled with 
his fine musical qualities. 

We have not said much on this latter point 
hitherto, because we have been unwilling to over- 
whelm the reader with too sudden a disclosure of 
tliat marvellous magazine of power which was latent 
in our band of heroes ; but we feel it to be our duty 
now to state that the negro sang his native melodies 
with such pathos that he frequently reduced (per- 
haps we should say elevattid) the unsophisticated 
Eskimos to floods of tears, and sometimes to con- 
vulsions of laughter. As, at Renjy's suggestion, he 
sometimes changed his moods abruptly, the tears 
often mingled with the convulsions, so as to produce 
Bomc vivid illustrations of liskimo hysteria. 

But Buttorface*s strong point was the flute ! No 
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{)\ii: who had not wi.tiirss(Kl it conld luU^quatcly C03i - 
ctjive the [K;iilin^H ul' IJiick red li])s and ^^ciicral 
coiilortioiis of hlaclc visa^i^ that sectiuul iieceHSary in 
order to ih-iw the tun(;s out of that eimplu instru- 
ment. The; at,ro]ii(*s of tixpression, the liissiiii^ of 
wind, ;i!u] Ihc Ijiinitiji^ up of whites of larj^e Idack 
cjes, — il; is ])ast ])elier! The fruiihjBa ell'orts of the 
Eskimos to iiuilate liiiii were as notliing to the great 
orit;inal, and their delight at tlie sound was only 
f^qnalled by Iheir amazement at the si*^dit. 

Alf assisted llie Captain scienti ileal ly and otlier- 
wise. Of course he was compelletl, dining the long 
winter, to lay aside his geologieal liammer and 
botanical Ijox ; but, then, had he not the arrange- 
aiH.ait and nandng of his specimens ? His chief 
work, however, was to act the unwonted, and, we 
may add, iiiu^xpected work of a lawgiver. 

This duty devolved on him thus:— - 

When Grabantak j-ecovered healt^i which he 
was very long in doing — his spirit was so far sub- 
dued that lie agreed — soniewliat sulkily, it is true 
— to all that his prime minister hail tlone while lie 
held the reins of governnieut Then he was in- 
duced to visit Great Ish^, where he was introduced 
to his moit.al foe Amahitok, whom he found to 
be so much a nnin after his own heart that he no 
lojiger sighed for the extraction of his s]niial marrow 
or the exr'.isioii of his liver, but became a fast friend, 
2 n 
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and wus persiuidcd by All' tu Jigi-ee to a piirpeliud 
peace. He :dso took ii great i'ancy to Cliin<fiitok, wlio 
beg^'ed of Alt' to read to the chiof of L'latland st)me of 
the strange and new ideas contained in liis littii; book. 

Alt' willingly conipiieil, and Ibr huur.s these 
northern savages sat in rai»t attention liateniiig lo 
the Jiible story. 

"My son," said Grabantak one evening to Cliiu- 
gatok, "if we are henceftjrth to live iu peace, why 
not unite and become one nation ?" 

"Why not?" echoed Chiugatok. 

When Aiualatok and IVIakitok heard the (piestion 
propounded, they also sai(i, "Why not?" and, as 
nobody objected, the thing was settled olf-hand 
then and there. 

" But," said the prime minister of Flatland, start- 
ing a diiliculty, " who is to be greatest chief?" 

Anialatok, on whose mind the spirit ufCln-istianity 
had been gradually making an impression, said 
promptly, "Let Grabantak be chief. He is wise 
in council and brave in war." 

Grabantiik had instantly jumped to the conclu- 
sion that he ought to be greatest cliief, and was about 
to say so, when Amahitok's humility struck him 
dumb. Recovering himself lie replied — 

" But there is to be no more war ! and I have 
been a warrior. No, let Amalatok be great chief. 
lie is old, and wisdom lies with age." 


OR POKINaS ROUND THK POLE. 387 

"I'm not BO sure of thai!"'' iriutt<^ro(l Captain 
Vaiie to liiTuseir iu En<,'liHli ; llion to tlio giant in 
Kfikirno, " What says f^liingntok ?" 

"May 1 speak, my fatlicr?" said the f^naiit, duti- 
tnlly, to Amalatok. 

" You may speak, my son." 

"Then," continued Chingatok, "I would adviso 
that there should be three chiefs, who shall be ecpuil 
— my father, Cilrabantak, and Makitolc. L<;t tliese 
consult about our alfairs. T>et the people appoint 
twelve men to hold council with thein, and what, 
the most of tliem agree to shall be done." 

After some further talk this compromise was 
agreed to. 

" But the laws of Poloeland and tho.se of Flatland 
are different," said Amahitok, starting another 
objection. "We must have the same laws." 

"My brother chief is wise," said Grabanlak. "Tx>,t 
us have new laws, and let that wise young Kablunet, 
Alf, make them." 

" Both my brother chiefs are wi.se," said Makitok. 
" Let it be done, and let him take the laws out of the 
little thing tliat speaks to him." (Thus they referred 
to the Bible, having no word in their language by 
which to name it.) 

Great was the surprise of Alf at the honour and 
labour thus thrust upon him, but lie did not shrink 
from it. On tlic contrary, he set to work at once 
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with notebook and pencil, and set down the two 
" Great Conimandnionls : " " Thou shalt love the Lord 
tliy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
ami with all thy iniud; and, Tlioii shidt love tiny 
nciglibour as thyself," a.s the firwt law in tlie new 
code. He set down as tlie second the gohUjn nile, 
" WhatsoevLT ye would that men should do unto 
yon, do ye even so to them." 

Proceeding from these as a basis, he worked his 
way gradually down the code till he had embraced 
nearly all the possibilities of Eskimo life — a work 
which kept him busy all the winter, and was not 
quite finished when " time and tide " obliged him 
and his companions to quit tlie land. 

Now, not long after this eventful council, Benjy 
Vane burst rather iiTeverently into his father's hut 
with excited looks, holding what looked like an old 
book in his hand. 

" What have you got there, lad V 

" 1 Ve got it at last, father ! You know I 've been 
trying to wheedle old Makitok into letting me 
open his mysterious bundle. Well, 1 jjrevailed on 
him to let me do it this afternoon. After unrolling 
bundle after bundle, I came at last to the centre, 
and found that it contained nothing whatever but 
this book, wrapped up in an old cotton pocket- 
handkerchief. The book is veri/ old, father. See, 
1(111 on the first i)age. I did not take time to 
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glauce at more than t]iat. but brouj^ht it straight 
away to yon." 

" Hand it over, l^eujy," said the Capluiii eagerly. 
" This accounts for the mysterious ' buk ' Unit wc Ve 
lu^anl so jMuch about." 

He received the little book with a look of tender 
curiosity and ojuiiied it carefully, while Leo, Alf, 
and his sou h)oked on over his shoulder. 

" Ifill sure enough," he said, "thougli not very 
h>tfible. The characters are queer, too. Try, Alf, 
what you can make of it." 

Alf took the book. As he did so old Makitok 
entered, somewhat anxious as to what they irero 
doing with his treasure. ]5eing quieted ])y the 
Captain with a draught of cold tea, and made to sit 
down, the examination of tlie book proceeded. 

" It is much worn, and in jdaces is abnost illegible, 
as might be expected," said Alf. "Let me se^-, 
'Coast ol' F/dbrador (sonielhing illegiljlo here) Ifill. 
This day the mutuieers took ])Ossess . . . (can't nuike 
out what follows) and put ('aplain Hudson, with his 
son, myself, the carpenter, and five sick ukmi into 
the dingy, casting us (blank) with some (Ijhink) and 
one cask of water. T begin this diary to-day. It 
may never be seen by man, but if it does fidl iiito 
the hands of any one who can r(;ad it, he w ill do a 
service to ... by conveying . . . England.- John 
Mackintostt, seaman* 
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" Can it be possible ? " said Alf, looking up from 
the relic with an exj)rcssion of deep solemnity, " that 
we have found a record of that gYc^.t Arctic explorer, 
the unfortunate; ITeury Hudson?" 

" It seems like it, Alf; road on," said Leo, eagerly. 

We will not further trouble the reader \yiih. Alf\:. 
laboured deciphering of this curious and ancient note- 
book, which was not only stained and worn, but in 
many places rudely torn, as if its owner had seen 
much hard service. We will merely run over a few of 
the chief points which it cleared up. Unfortunately, 
it threw no additional light on the fate of poor 
Hudson. Many of the first pages of the book 
which no doubt treated of that, had been destroyed 
and the legible portion began in the middle of a 
record of travelling with a sledge-party of Kskimoa 
to the north of parallel 85° 20" — a higher northern 
latitude, it will bti observed, than had been reached 
by any subsequent explorer except Cii])tain Vane. 
No mention being made of luiglish comrades, the 
presumption renuiined that they had all been killed 
or had died — at all events that Mackintosh had 
been separnttsd from them, and was tlie only survivor 
of the party travelling with tlie Eskimos. 

Further on the journal, wliich was meagre in 
detail, and kept in tlie dry form of a log-book, spoke 
of having reached a far northern settlement. Ke- 
ference was also made to a wife and family, leading 
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to the conclusiou lliat llie riuainau had jjcrmiiucutly 
cast ill h's h)t willi the rtiivjigeri, and given \ip all 
liope of i''.^,t.!irTiiji^' to liis native land. 

One senieiice near the end cauried a considerable 
^■'.-nsati'. ■, and opeiiet! their eyes to a fact whieli they 
might biiv'.! guessed if they had not Leen too much 
taken up with the spelling out of the faded pencil- 
ling to cliink of it at first. 

Alf read it witli dilliculty. It ran thus : — 

" Another buy born to-day. ilia name is Tgluk. 
It is only the eldest boy of a family, in tliis tribe, 
who bearw his falher's surname. My eldest alon« 
goes by tiie name of Alackintosh. His eldest wiU 
bear tlie same name, and S(j on. Vmt tliese Eakiino^ 
make a sad mess of it. I doubt if my Scotch kins- 
]ucn would recognise ua under the name of Makitoli, 
which is the, nearest — " 

"Makitok !" shouted lieiijy, gazijig open-eyed af 
the wliite-beardeil wizard, who returned the gaze 
witli some astonislmient.. 

"Why, old boy," cried the boy, jumping up and 
seizing the wizard's hand, " you *re a Scotsman!" 

" So he is," said the Cajjtain with a look of 
profound interest. 

" And r say," coTitiiiued Hetijy, in a tone so 
solemn ilud the eyes of ;dl iJie piU'ty were turned 
nn liini, "we did iind him ^ittiiuj on ike North 
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"And wliat of that, you excitable goose?" said 
the Captain. 

" Goose, father ! Airi T a goose for recognisin^jf the 
fiilfilmoTit of an ancient ]>r()])he('y ? IJiis it jiot Uctrn 
a familiar saying, ever since I. ^vaH born, Lliat whr-n 
the North Pole was discovered, a Scotgnian would 
be found sitting on the top of it ?" 

"Unfortunately, Ben," returned Alf wiUi a laugh, 
"the same prophecy exists in other lands. Among 
the Germans, I believe, it is held that a Bohemian 
and a Jew will be found on the top of it." 

" That only confirms the correctness of prophecy 
in general," retorted Bonjy, "for this man unites all 
tliese in his own person. Does not this notebook 
prove him to be a Scot? Have we not just fofind 
hiin ? which proves him to be one of a ' lost tribe ' — 
in other words, a Jew; and, surely, you Ml admit 
that, in ap]>earance at least, lie is Holiomian enough 
for the settlement of any disputed question. Yes, 
he's a Scotch Ibhemian Jew, or I'm a Dutchman." 

This di.-^iCfwery seemed .'ilniosi; loo mneli Cor Beiijy. 
lie could not think or talk of anything else tlic 
remainder of that day. 

Among other things lie undertook to explain to 
Makitok something of his origin and antccc^dt^uts. 

"Ancient one," he said earnostly, Ihrongh the 
merlium of Anders, wlien lie had led the old man 
aside privately, " you come of a grand nation. They 


OR rOKlXf^S KOUND THK I'OLK. 393 

tire called Scots, and are said to be remarkably long- 
heatled and wondeiTuHy caiitiov.s. Great warriors, 
but LH-eaier at ibe arts ol* ])Bace. And tbo fellow 
vi;U call y on r fir Ht father was a Mackintosb (pro- 
bably cliief of all tbe Mackintoslies), who sailed 
nearly !'''0 years ago to search for this very 'North 
Tole' that we have got hold of at last. Jiut your 
iirst father was not the leader, old boy. He was 
only a seaman. The leader was Henry Hudson— a 
man who ranks among the foremost of Arctic 
explorers. He won't be able to understand wliat 
that means, Anders, but no matter — translate it the 
Dcst way you can. This Henry Hudson was one of 
the most thorough and extensive searchers of these 
•egions that ever sailed the northern seas. He made 
juany important discoveries, and set out on his last 
vnynge intcmding to sail right over the North L'ole 
to CJhina, which T daresay he would have done, had 
not liis rascally crew mutinied and cast liim and liis 
little son, with seven other men, adrift in a little 
boat — all of whom ]>erished, no doubt, excejjt your 
Iirst father, Makitok, my ancient tulip !" 

He wound up this summary by grasping and 
sliakiug the wizard's baud, and then flung olf, to 
ex])eiid his feelings on other members of the com- 
munity. 


394 TUB UlAXT OF TUK NOIITII 


CKAPTEK XXIX. 

A RUNAWAY JOIIKNKV AND A TRliMKIfDOUa HirKllIMliBTT, 

As winter advanced, Captain Vane continued to 
keep up the interest of tliu Eskinius, aiid to increase 
tlieir respect for the Kablunets; by gradually unfold- 
ing the various sources of power which Avere at his 
command. 

lie did this judiciously, just giving them a tasttj 
of the marvellous Jiow and then to whet theii 
a])petites. He was particularly careful, howevei; 
not to practise on their credulity or to paas liiiusell 
off as a conjuror. He distiiu'tly stated that all hia 
powers were derived from God, — their father and 
/m, — and tliat ho only excelled them in some 
matters l)ecauRe of liaviug had better opportunities 
of acquiring knowledge. 

Among other things, he effected an adaptation of 
his kites whicli produced residts so sur])rising that 
we feel hound to descrihe them particularly. 

During the winter he found, as he had expected, 
that the average temperature at tlie Pule was not 
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ijoiirly so cold as that experienced iu lower latitudes. 
As far as mere feeling went, indeed, the cold seemed 
severe enough; nevertheletis it was not suflicieiitly 
irll(^llR(J to freeze tlie great ocean, wliich nunaiiicd an 
"open basin" all the year round, a result which 
was doubtless owing to tlie u]jI1ow of tlie waiiu 
undcr-curients fnuu tlie ei|uat(jr, referred to in u 
previous chapter. 

This, however, did Jiot ii])ply to tlie waters l^'ing 
directly around the Poloe and Klatland ;^i'oups. Jn 
the.se archipehigos the wa.t(n\s Ixiiiig .sliallow, ilu; 
frost was cpiite iiiteuse enough to eool tliein to tlu3 
bottom. Hence the sea immediately round the 
islands was covered with a thiek eoat oi' solid ice, 
which resembled in all res]jects the oitiinary Arctic 
sea-ice, being hummocky in some places, ccniijuira- 
tivcly smooth in others, with a .stiong icebeig liero 
and there caught and inipiisoned amoJii:.st it. 

As this ice surrounded all the Polar laud, and 
stretched out to sea far beyond tlic reach of vision, 
it followed that there was little or no dillertuice 
between the winter experience of out discoverers 
and that of all dther Arctic voyagers. 'I'liis realm ui' 
what we may wtyle island-ice stretched away, all 
round, in the direction of the Arctic circh^ getting 
thinner and thinner towards its outer margin, until 
at last it became sludgy, and, finally, melted away 
into the open sea. This open sea., in its turn, 
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stretched southward, all i-oimd, to the known Arctic 
regions. Thns the Arctic basin was found to be a 
zone of open water, surrounded by ice on tlie south, 
and with a patch of ice and hind in its cjntre. 

Now, it was a strong (l(^sire on tlin ]nirt: of Captain 
Vane to visit tlie southern edge of this central ice- 
patch on which he dwelt, that induced Jiim to try 
the kite adaptation before refen-ed to. 

" Benjy, my boy," said lie, one ilne winter day, 
when the galaxy of stars, the full moon, and an 
unusually brilliant aurora, diflused a strong light 
over the undulations of Cup Valley, " T have a notion 
of taking a trip to the s'uth'ard soon." 

" Which s'uth'ard d' you think of going to, father ?" 
asked the boy. 

In case any reader should hastily exclaim, " What 
a ridiculous question; there can bo only one south- 
ward !" we beg leave to point out that at tlie T^orth 
Pole every direction lies to the southward, and tliat, 
as there is necessarily no east or west at all, there 
is there fore no possibility of stating by compass to 
what part of the south one intonrls to go. Of course 
it was o])en to the Captain to hav(^ said he intended 
to descend .^nuth on one of lli(> (h^grees of hnigitudt^, 
or between any two of them, and then, immediately 
on quitting the Vole the old familiar east and west 
would, as it were, return to him. But ho found it 
more convenient, on the whole, iiaving got beyond 
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fill latitude, to indicate Ids iutended route by well- 
known o])jccts of tlic laud. 

"T'lu going to steer jbr tlie starl)t)anl side of 
roloeland/' he said, "pay a short visit to Giahautak 
and Ainalatok in ])as3ing, and then carry on south 
to the open water." 

"It'll be a longish trip, father." 

" Not so long as you expect, my boy., for ] uicau 
to go by express." 

lienjy*H eyes twinkl*:d, for lie knew that sotuq 
new device was working in his fathers brain, which 
brain never failed to bring its plans to maturity. 

" What is it to be, father ?" 

" You go and fetch two of the kites, Benjy, and 
you '11 soon find out. Overhaul them well and see 
that everything is taut and shipshape. Let liuttcr- 
face help you, and send All' and Chingatok to ma 
I suppose liCO is off after musk-oxen, as usual." 

"Yes ; he pretends that the cam]) wants a supply 
of fresh meat. He *d pretend that as an excuse foi 
hunting even if we were all dying of surfeit." 

Soon afterwards the Captain was seen, followed 
by his usual companions and a company of Eskimos, 
dragging two sledges to the upper ridge of Cup 
Valley. One sledge was lightly, the other heavily 
laden. 

"You Ve brought plenty of supx)lie8, T hope, Alf ?" 
asked the leader. 
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"Yes, enough for three weeks. Will that do?" 

" Quite enoui^li, lad , hut it may not bo wanted, as 
1 'in goiiif^ south in a direction we Vc not yet tried, 
whnre T expect to find the Ojjon water close to us. It's 
well, however, to have enough of meat at all times." 

"No fear of its being too much, father," said 
Benjy. "Whim JUitterface ^oes with lis, a three 
weeks' allowance usually cli.sappears in a fortiiight." 

"NoblxT mind, Alassa," sai*! the negro seriously. 
" YouVe plenty for tree weeks dis time, 'cause Is 
olT my feed. Got Polar dimspepsy, or suffin' o* 
dat sort, I tink." 

" You Ve brought the electrical machine, of course, 
and the dynamite, Alf ?" asked the Captain. 

" Of course. I never prepare for a trip without 
these. There's no saying, you see, when we may 
require tliem — eillier to blow up obstructions or 
uRtonifih the natives." 

"The natives are past astonishing now," remarked 
Benjy ; " iiotliiug short of a ten thousand jar battery 
would astonish Chingatok, and I 'm qiiite sure that 
you couldn't rouse asentiment ofsurjM'i.se inOolichuk, 
unloss you made him swallow a dynamite cartridge, 
and blew liim inside out. Jhit, I say, daddy, how 
long are you going to keep us in the dark about 
your jilans? Don't you see that we are in agonies 
of Kupponsc ?" 

"Only till we ^ain the ridge, Benjy. It will be 
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down-bill after that, and tlic siiow-cru.st coniparu 
tivdy smuoth as well as hard/' 

Anived at 1;1k: rid^a;, uiie ol' thtt kites was uii- 
i'oldi.'d aud sent u]). The bieoze was .steady, and 
sullieieutly stronj^'. It took twenty Eskimos to liold 
it when alk-wed I'liil play, and even tliese it jerked 
about in a manner tliat highly diverted them. Tliese 
Eskimos were very fond of kite- fly in^^ for its own 
sake, without reference to utility ! 

" 1 knew you were going to try it oji the sledi^i^/' 
ftxclainied Benjy, witli wparkling eyes. 

"Wliy did you ask uie about it, then?" returned 
the Captain. 

" Do let 7rie make the first trial, fatlier !" 

Captain Vane was fastening the drag-lino to the 
fore part of the light sledge, and refused, at first, to 
listen to the boy's entreaties, fearing that some 
accident might befall liini. 

" You know how accustomed I am to manage the 
kites, father. There's not the least fear; and ITl 
be superhumanly cautious." 

There was no resisting Henjy's tone and eyes, 
lie was allowed to take Ids place on the sledge as 
manager. J5uttcrface sat beliind to steer. Steering 
was to be managed by means of a stout pole, pi-essed 
varyingly on the snow on either side. 

" Don't go more than a mile or so, my boy," said the 
Captain, in a Jr.erious tone. " It 's only a tri;d, you 
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know. If it succeeds, we'll divide Uio loadiuy of 
the sledges, and make a fair start in company." 

Benjy promised to manipulate tlie clieok-striug 
with care. The stru^^^ling natives were ordered to 
let tlie kite straighten i]u* slack ol tJie line ^ladually. 

" Arc you ready, Ben ?" 

" All rinht, father." 

''Got your hand on the clieck-strin*,^ ? Mind, it 
will pull hard. Now — let go !" 

The natives obeyed. Heujy at the same instant 
liauled sharply on the check-string, intending to 
tilt the kite well forward, and start in a slow, stately 
manner, but there was a hitch oF some sort some- 
where, for the string would not act. Tlie kite acted; 
however, with its full force. Up went the fore paii; 
of the sledge as it flew off like an arrow from a bow, 
causing Butterface to throw a back somersault, and 
leaving him behind. 

Benjy held on to the head of the sledge, and made 
violent efforts to free the check-string. Tortunately, 
the surface of the snow was smooth. 

" After him, lads," roared the Captain, setting a 
brave example, and for some time heading the 
natives in the chase ; but a few moments sufficed 
to prove the hopelessness of the race. 

Tug as Benjy would at the regulator, it refused 
to act. Fortunately, being made of silk, it did not 
break. By this time the kite had attained its 
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Tiifiximum speed, equal, as the Captain said, to a 
twenty- knot breeze. At fm^t tlie suiTiice of tlie 
snow was so sniuotli and lianl, that Tjcnjy; TjuIm^ 
busy with the obdnrato regulator, did not appreciate 
the speed. 

When he f^ave up Ids nttompts witli a sigh of 
despair, ho had leisure to look around liini. The 
sledge was gliding on with railway ^^G^2^\, One or 
two solitary hummocks that hioked like white 
sentinels on tbe level [jlain^ ^vent past liim with an 
awful rush, and several undnlations caused by snow- 
drift were crossed in a liglit leap which he l^irely 
felt. Benjy was fully aware of his danger. To meet 
with a hummock m) bigger than a wheelbarrow, 
would, in the circumstances, haveentaileddestrri(',tion; 
he therefore seized a pole wliicli formed part of tlic 
sledge-gear, and tried steering. It could be done, 
but with great difficulty, as he had to sit in the 
front of the sledge to keep it down. 

Recklessly jovial though lie was, the boy could 
not conteniplatii his probalde fate without juisgiviiig, 
N^othing was visible in all the white illinutalile 
plain save a hummock liere and there, with a distant 
berg on the horizon, lie could not ex]ject the level 
character of the ice to extend far. Whitlier was 
he going? South he knew; but in that direction, 
bis fatluir had often told him, lay the open sea. 
The moon seemed to smile on him; the aurora 
2 
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appeared to dauco with unwonted vigour, as if in 
glee ; the very stars winked at him ! 

" What if a chasm or a big Inuamock should 
turn up?" thought ISonjy. 

Tlie thought seemed to ])roduce tlie dreaded object, 
for next moment a hirg(! hummoek appeared riglit 
ahead. Far away l.liough it was, the awful pace 
brought it quickly near. The poor ])oy titrugglcd — 
he absolute^, agonised — with the pole. His eflbrts 
were successful. The Inimmock went past lilce a 
meteor, but it was a horribly closo sliave, and Ik^ijy 
felt his very marrow shrink, while he drew hinisell" 
up into the smallest possible compass to let it go by. 

A bump soon aftor told that the ico was getting 
more nigged. Then ho saw a ridge before him. 
Was it large or small? Distance, tfiC niw.ortain 
light, and imagination, inagnilied it to a lii;Ji wall ; 
high as the wall of China. In wild alarm our licro 
tugged ivt the regulator, but tug;,'ed in vain. The 
wall of China was upon liim — under him. There 
was a crash. The sled<^e was in tlie air. Aloments 
R])])earcd minutes! Ilnd the veliicle been suddenly 
furnished with wings? No! Another crasli, which 
uciirly shut up hia spine like a teh;sco])e, told him 
that there were no wings. His teeth came together 
with a snap. Ila])pily liis tongue wiis not bcLwecJi 
them! l[ap])ily, loo, the sledge did not overLuni, 
but continued its furious flight. 
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"Oh, you villaiu!" exclaimod Euiijy, vshaking 
his fist at the airy muustcr which Wiiy thus dragging 
him to destructiou. 

ir r»i:njy liad been asked to state the truth just 
then, lie would luive found it liaid to say whether 
consternatio!\ or deligliL wore uppermost. It was 
such a gh)rioua rush ! J^ui. tlieu, how was it to end ? 
Well, lie did not dare to think oi" that. Indeed he 
had not time to Lhink, for troubles came crowding 
on hini. A violent " swish !" and a sudden deluge 
told him that what he had taken ior j^dassy ice was 
open water. It was only a shallow pool, however. 
Next moment he was across it, and bumping 
violently over a siirl'ace f)i' broUen ice. 

The water suggested the fear that he must be 
Hearing the open sea, and he beeame sujjcriiaUinLDy 
grave. Fortunately, the last crash had been i^assed 
without dislocating the jjarts of either sledgf. or 
rider. A long strelch of smootli ice loUowed, over 
which he glided with ever-increasing s]>eed. 

Thus he continued to rush over the i'ro/en sea 
during a ooiKsid(;rablc part of that night. 

Pool' l^-'iijy ! he became hall-mad with excitement 
at last. The exaltation of hia little s])iril at the 
ritiky neck- or- nothing d:ish, coupled with liorror at 
the certainty of a terrilile climax, was alm(.>st too 
much for hini. He gave vent to his feelnigs in a 
wild cheer oi' yell, and, just tlien, beheld an ice- 
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berg of unusunl size, looming up on the horizon 
before him. Knowing by exjxiricnce that lie would 
soon be up to it, he used his pole with all liis might, 
hoping to steer clcjar of it. As he drew nearer, he 
saw a dark Jiiie on either side of tlie berg. A 
feeling of deadly alarm filled him. It was the open 
sea ! and he had to choose between being plunged 
into it or daslted against tjje lierg. It occurred to 
him then, for ihe first timOj that a third resource 
was open — he might cut tlie ro]ie, and let the kite 
go free ! An^azcd at his stupidity in not thinking 
of this before, he look out his clasp-knife, but before 
applying it, miide a last effort to move tlie regulator. 
Strange to say, tlie silken cord yiclde<l to the first 
])ull, as if nothing had been wrong witli it at all I 
The head of the runaway kite was thrown forward, 
and it came wnvering down in eccentric gyrations, 
while the sletli^^ii gradually lost way, ami carac to ft 
siaudstill not fifty yards from the berg. 

Up to this point wliat may be termed the 
]if>rthern island-ice continued unbroken, but beyond 
the berg it was bi-okon up into floes, and, not six 
hundred yards out, it tailed away to the southward 
in wliat wliahn's terin stream-ice. The berg itself 
was obviously aground, 

The first object that met l>'>iijy'.s eyes, ahor com- 
ing to alinlt, was an enornif>iis pniav bear. Tin's was 
no strange sight to the boy bv tliat time, bnt it wns 
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awkward in the cij'tniuistance.s, for lie had neitli(^r 
guu nor iipcar. Kvcn if he had ])oasussed the LitLer 
he was too yon»!g ^uid liglit to cope successfully 
with the shaggy wliite king of Arctic Leasts. 

From the atlitiuh^ of the animal it appeared to 
be watcliing somcUiing. Li tniih, it was so intently 
engaged with a slcejang seal that it had not 
observed the approach of the sledge. Profiting by 
this, Benjy quietly moved away round a colossal 
buttress of the bt;rg, and took refuge in an ice-cave. 
But such refuge, he knew, could avail him nothing 
if the bear should scent him out and searcli for him. 
Looking hastily round aud up into the dark blue 
cavern, he espied a projecting ledge of ice about 
thirteen feet above the level of the floor. (.)n this 
he resolved to perch himself. 

His first care was to examhie the contents of the 
sledge. We have said it had been lightly laden at 
starting, which was the reason of the tremendous 
pace at which it travelled. Altliough there was 
neither spear nor gim, the anxious boy was some- 
what comforted to find an axe strapped in ila 
accustomed place; also a blanket, sleeping-bag, 
and musk-ox skin, liesides a mass of fro2(in blubber, 
but there was nothing else of an eatable nature. 
There was, however, a box containing tlie captain's 
sextant, the electrical machine, and a packet of 
dynamite cartridges. 
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Ht^garding tliese Inttor objciots with a sigh of 
disappointment, T?enjy seixod tJic axe and hastened 
towards llie led^e of ice, nmttering to liiinself in a 
confidential tone — 

"You see, old l»oy, iftliat bear takes a fancy to 
call on you, it will be as w(;ll to be able to say, 'Not 
at homo/ for lie could make short MTnk of you, 
much though you think of yourself. Yes, this ledge 
is high enough to bid you defiance, mister bear, and 
it's long and broad enough to hold mo and my 
belongings. The knobs by which to climb to it, 
too, are easy — too easy — but I '11 soon rectify that, 
Now, then, look alive;, T5enjy, boy, for if that bear 
don't catch that seal he '11 be sure to look you up." 

Ceasing to speak, lu; actively conveyed the con-i 
tents of tlie sledge to his shelf of refuge. Then he 
cut away the knobs by which he climb(Ml to it, until 
tliere was barely sufilcient for his own tiny toos tc 
rest on. That done, he went to the mouth of the 
cavern to look about him. 

What he saw there may be guessed from the fact 
that lie 3'cturncd next moment, running at full 
speed, stumbling over ice lumps, bumping his shins 
and knees, dropping his axe, and lacerating bis 
knuckles. He had met the bear ! Need we add 
that he gained his perch with the agility of a tree- 
Bquin-el ! 

Tlio bear, surprised, no doubt, but obviously snlky 
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fVom tlie loss of lliu sinil, entered the cave sedately 
Willi jui i(i*[uiriii,u Inok. It saw licnjy at ouee, ajul 
i^i.ade |)Virlij.M'niis t.jflovls to y^v.t at hiiii. As the 
monster nv^ on itfs liiiul legs nud reached its pawft 
towards lu's shelf, the poor boy'w si}irit seemed to 
juelt, iudt'cd his wlu)ki interior felt as if rcdueed to 
a warm Ikiid, while a prickly heat broke out at his 
extremilies, ])erspinitioJL beaded Ins brow, and his 
heart appeared to liave settled permanently iu his 
throat. 

I'liese distresslTi^^ symptoms did not, however, 
last \o\\g, Ibi' he ([uickly perceived that the bear's 
iitmost stretch did not reacli nearer tlian tiiree or 
four h'.tib of him. Some of. the alarm, returned, 
however, wlien the creature attempted to clijiib up 
by his own hulder. Seven or eight times it made 
tiie attempt, wliiie the boy watched in breatldess 
anxiety, but. eaeh time it .flipped when half-way up, 
and fell with a soft lieavy thud on the ice below, 
wliich caused it to gasp and cough. Then it sat 
down on its liaunehes and gazeil at its littUi foe 
malif^nantly. 

" Bull ] you lu'ute !" exclaimed J5eujy, whose 
couraj^'C was reluming, " I *m not a bit afraid of 
youl" lie leant agiiinst tJio wa]l of his rt^fuge, 
notwithstanding this boast^ and licked the ice to 
moisten liitj parclied lips. 

After a ^cst the bear mmle another trial, and 


408 TIJE GIANT OK TIIK NOCTH 

twice it Biicceeflud in plant iiij^ the claws of one 
huge paw on the edgo of t])(i slielf, hiil Eeiijy 
placed his lieol .'lyjiinst tlio claws, thrust them off, 
aad sent tlui bear down each time liowling with 
disappointineTit. 

Sailing softly among the constellations in the 
aurora-liglitcd sky, the mnnii sent a bright ray into 
the cavern, whicli gleamed on the monster's wicked 
eyes and glistening teeth; but IV.njy had begun to 
feel comparatively safe by that time, and was 
becoming " himself again." 

" Don't you wish you may get me ?" he asked in 
a desperately facetious spirit. 

The bear made no reply, but turned to examine 
the contents of the ice cave. First he went to tlic 
hatchet and smelt it. In doing so he cut his nose. 
With a growl he gave tlie wca])oii an angry pat, and 
in so doing cut his toes. We fear that V»enjy 
rejoiced at the sight of blood, ibr he chuckled and 
made tlie sarcastic remark, "That comes of losing 
your temper, old f(^llow !" 

Tiiat b(^ar (u'thor understood English, or the very 
sound of the luiman voice caused it irritation, for it 
turned and rushed at tlie ice-ledge with such fury 
that Renjy's heart again leaj)ed into his throat, lie 
liad, however, recovered suiliciently to enable liim to 
act with prouiptitude and discretion. Silting down 
with his riglit foot ready, and his hands resting 
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finnly on the ico behiinl liini, he pivpjuv.*! to ivcdve 
tlio t'.har^;u iu the only available maiuicr. iSo fieree 
was the onset that the monster ran up the icc-elUr 
like a cat, and succeeded iu fixing the terrihle claws 
of both feet on the edge of the shelf, but tlie boy 
delivered his riglit heel witli sucli force that the lel't 
paw slipped oft". The left heel followed like ligliL- 
ning, and the right ])aw alao slipped, letting the 
bear again fall heavily on the ice below. 

'J'his was more tlian even a bear could bear. 
He ruslied savagely about the cavern, growling 
liideou^sly, dashing the sledge about as if it had 
been a mere toy, and doing all the misclutil' he could, 
yet always avoiding the axe with particular care^ 
thus sliowing that polar bears, not less than men, 
are quite awake to personal danger, even when sup- 
posed to be blind with rage ! At last he lay down to 
recover himself, and lick his bloody noso and paw. 

While Benjy sat conteni] dating Uiis ercriture, and 
wondering what was to be the end of it all, a bright 
idea occurred to him. lie rose quickly, took the 
electrical machine out of its box, and happily found 
it to be in good working order — thanks to A If, who 
had special charge of the scioutific instrunionis, and 
prided himself on the care with which he attended 
to them. The bear watched him narrowly with its 
wicked little eyes, though it did not see fit to ccaso 
its paw-licking. 
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Hfiving arranged tlio luaclr'ne, l.'onjy took tho two 
handles iu his left Jiaiul, pressed his kneo on the 
board of the iiistriuueiit to hold it steady, and witli 
his right hand cauyed it to re^a>ivu. Than lie held 
down the handles as if inviting tljo beiiv to come 
and take them. 

The challenge was accepted at once. Bruin 
cantered up, rose on his hind lc;^s, and strotchetl 
his neck to its utmost, but could not reach tho 
handles, though the boy stretcheil dowjiward aa far 
as possible to acconnnodate him. Tlie dirly-wliite 
monstcjr whined and snickered with intense fi'tling 
at thus finding itself so ]iear, and yet so far, from 
the attainment of its object. 

Sympathising with its desires, Benjy changed his 
posture, and managed just to touch the nose of his 
enemy. The bear shrank back with a sort of gMS[Ji 
appalled — at least shocked — by the result ! Alter a 
little, not feeling much the uorse for it, the brute 
returned fis if to invite another electric sliock — 
perhtips with some sinister design in view. But 
another and a brighter idea had enteicd Benjy's 
brain. Instead of giving tlie bear a shock, he tore 
off a small bit oi' seal-blubber from tlio mats.s at Jiis 
side, which he dropped into its moutii. It swallowed 
that morsel with satisfaction, and waited for more, 
Bi;njy gave it more. Still it wanted more. 

"You shall have it, my boy," a-.ild V*rA\jy, wliose 
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eyes asyiiinud tnat peculiar glaro of glee which 
always ])rcs;Lgc.vl sumo (l(.'si)i;rali' iiil.oii1.iou. 

Ho opoiicd another sjiuill Ikjx, luul fomul what he 
wanted. Jt was a si ^ all ohjcct scarcely a couple 
of inches in length. Tie (a.stcned Die wires of the 
electric machine qiiifldy to it, ami then imheddtHl 
it in a small piece of bhibher which he lowered, as 
before, to the bear. 

"You'll probably break the wires or smash the 
machine, bnt T '11 risk that" muttered l^enjy 
through his set teeth. "I only ]i(>])0 you won't 
chow it, because dynamite mayn't be palatable. 
There — down with it !" 

The bear happily bolted the morsel. The wires 
seemed to perplex him a little, but before he had 
time to examine the mystery, tlie boy gave the 
instrument a furious turn. 

Instantly there was a stupendous crash like a very 
thunderbolt. The bear burst like an over-charged 
cannon ! T^enjy and the berg collided, and at that 
moment evcrythinj^ seemed to the former to vanish 
away in sniuko, leaving not even a wrack beliind 1 
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CHAPTKri XXX 

LKO IN DANUEK MOT t A ^NOVl^I, MODE OF KHSCUE. 

WiJKN llio catastrophe described in the hist 
cha})ter occurred, Captaiu Vane and liis friends, 
following hard on tlic heels of the runaway, 
chanced to be within two miles of the berg in the 
bosom of which Btiujy luid found refuge. 

"There he is!" shouted the Captain joyfully, as 
the flash ol' the explosion reached his eyes and the 
roar of the i'(jport liis ears. *' Blessed evid(ince! He 'a 
uj) to mischief of some sort still, and that's proof 
positive that he 's alive/* 

"But he may have perished in this piece of 
mischier," Siiid Ali', anxiously glancing up at the 
kite, which was dragging the lieavily-laden sletlge 
rather slowly over the rmigh ice. 

"1 hope not, Alf. Shake the regulator. Butter- 
face, and see that it *s clear." 

" All right, Massa. Steam's on de berry strongest 
what's possible." 

"JLt'ave some o* tlie cargo ov(^rboard, Alf. Wo 
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must make haste. Not the meat, lail,iiot the iDeat; 
everything dse bofonj that. So. Miiul y<jur liclin, 
Chiiigatok ; she'll sUhm- wildish \v]i(;n liglitoucd." 

Captain Yaue was right. Wlicii Ail" liad tumbled 
some of the licavier portions of lading off the slc<lgo, 
it burst away like a wild-horse let go freOj n'.iider- 
ing it dillicult at first for Chingatok to steady it. 
In a few minutes, however, he liad it again under 
control, and they soon reached the berg. 

"The dynamite must have gone olf by accident," 
said the Captain to Alf, as they stuniljltnl over 
masses of ice which the explosion had brought down 
from the roof of the cavern. "It's lucky it didn't 
happen in summer, else the berg might have been 
blown to atoms. Hallo! what's this? Bits of a 
polar bear, I do believe — and — wliat ! not Beiijy !" 

It was indeed Benjy, flat on his back like a 
spread-eagle, and coveied Avith blood and brains; 
but his appearance was the worst of his case, tliougli 
it took a considerable time to convince his Jiorj-ilicd 
friends of that fact. 

" I tell you 1 'm all right, father," said the poor 
boy, on recovering from the ytate of insensibility 
into wliich his fall liad thrown him. 

"But you're covered Irom head to foot with 
blood," exclaimetl tlic, aiixioiis fatliur, examining 
him all over, " t.lioiigli L cjuil find a cut of any 
sort about yon - only one or two bruiaes." 
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" You '11 find a biunp on the top of my head, 
father, the size of a cocoa-nut. That 's what knocked 
the senses out o' me, but the blood and brains 
belong to the bear. 1 lay no chiiui to tliern." 

' Where is the bear ?" asked Alf, looking round. 

"Where is he?" echoeu Benjy, bursting into a 
wild laugli. 

" Oil ! ATassa I^enjy, don't laugh," said Thitterface 
soleuiuly ; "you hab no notion wot a awful look you 
got when you laugli wid sitch a bloody i'acc." 

This made iUjijy laugh more than ever. Ilia 
tuirth became catching, and the negro's solemn 
visage relaxed into an incprcssible gi'in. 

** Oil, you japan-jawed porpoise!" cried Benjy, 
"you should have seen that bear go off — with such 
a crack too ! 1 only wish I'd been ;vblo to hold up 
for two secojids longer to see it properly, but my 
shelf went down, and T had to go along with it. 
J^lown to bits ! No —he was blown to a thousand 
atoms ! Count *cm if you can." 

Again lienjy burst into uproarious laughter. 

There was inthicd some ground for the boy's way 
of putting the case. Tlie colossal creature had been 
so terribly shattered by the dynaiMit.{^ cartridge, tiiat 
there was scai'ccly a piece of him larger than a 
man's hand left to tell the tale. 

" Well, well," said the Captain, as.sistiug his sou 
to rise, "I'm thankful it's no worse." 
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"Worse, father ! why, it couldnt be worse, unless, 
indeed, hia s])h'it were bronglit alive again and 
ullijwed to cun template the hiuuLling couditioii of 
Ins body." 

" I don't refer to the bear, l^enjy, but to yourself, 
hid. Yon i;ji*;lit liave iti^m killed, you know, and 
I'm very iliankful you were ]iot — thouglx you half- 
d(iserve to be. 13ut come, we must encamp here 
for the night and return home to-morrow, for the 
wind lias been shilting a little, and will be favour- 
jibie, i 1.1 link, in f.be inorning." 

The wind wiis indeed favourable next morning, 
we may say almost too favourable, for it blew a 
stiff breeze from tlie south, which steadily iiicroascd 
to a gale during the day. Afterwards tlie sky be- 
CHtno overcast and the darkness intense, rendering 
it necessary to attend to the kite's regulator with 
the utmost care, and advance with the greatest 
caution. 

Now, while the Captain and his friends were 
struggling l)ack to their Polar hoiite, Leo Vaiideivell 
liM])l>ened in bo caught by tlic same gale when out 
lumling. Joeing of a bold, sanguine, and somewhat 
vockless diH])()Kilioi), this Niniro<l of the party ])aid 
little attention to the weather until it beeanje 
dillicull; to walk and next to im]>i).^sible lo see. 
Then, having sliot nothitig tliat day, he turned 
towards the I*oh' witli a feeling of diKai)pointnient 


416 TTTK GIANT OF TIIK NORTH 

.13iit wlieu tliegjile iucreascd so that lie could hardly 
i'ace it, and the sky became obliterated by falling 
and driftirif;; snow, disap])oiTitmeiit gave place to 
anxiety, and ho soon realised the fact that ho had 
lost bis direction. To advancr. in such circnm- 
slancos was out of the question, he therefore set 
about building a miniature hut of snow. Being by 
that time expert at such masonry, lie soon erected 
a dome-shaped shelter, in which lie sat down on his 
empty game-bag after closing the entrance with a 
block of liard snow. 

The position of our hunter was not enviable. Tho 
hut was barely high enough to let him sit up, and 
long enough to let him lie down — not to stretch 
out. I'he small allowance of pemmican with which 
ho had set out had long ago been consumed. It 
was so diirk that he could not see his hand when 
nlosc before his eyes. He was somewliat fatigued 
and rather cold, and had no water to drink. It 
wjis depressing to tbitik of going to lied in such 
circumstances with the yelling of an Arctic storm 
for a lullaby. 

ITowevt'r, Leo had a buoyant spirit, and resolved 
to " make the best of it." First of all he groped in 
Ilia game-bag for a small stove lamp, whicb he set 
up bofore him, and arranged blubber and a wick in 
it, using the sftTis<i of touch in default of sight. 
Then he struck a light, but not with matches. The 
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Englislimen's small stock of congrevcs liud lon^s, 
since boun caIuuisUhI, hiilL Un;y Wfiu obli^^ed Lo 
jii'ocuro Wvii by tliu l^lskinio jiKJtliod, nuMioly^ ;i liLllu 
piece of wood workcul liku a drill, with a tlioiig of 
heather, agiiliust aiiollitji' ])iec:e of wood until ilu; 
Irictioii produced fiic VVlieii a li'^lit Jiiid been thus 
laboriously obtained, he applied it to the wick of his 
lamp, and wislied fervently for something to cook. 

It is proverbial that wisliing does not usuaJly 
achieve much. After a deep sigh, therefore, Leo 
turnetl his wallet iiiaide out, Besides a few crumbs, 
it contained a snuiU lump of narwhal bluijlHjr ami 
a little packet. The former, in its frozcJi state, 
somewhat resembled hard butter. The latter c(jn- 
taiu(^d a little coffee — not the *jfuiiiiii<^ article, how- 
ever. That, like th(i matches, had long ago beeu 
ufied up, and our discoverers were reduced to roaat<ja* 
biycuit-cnimbs. The substitute was not had ! In- 
siilo of the coH'ee-packet was a smaller packet of 
orown sugar, but it had burst and allowed its 
contents U) mingle with the colfee. 

Rejoiced to find even a little food where he had 
thouirht there was none, Le.o iillcd his pannikin 
with snow, nudted it, emptied into it the compound 
of colfee and sugar, put it on the lamp to boil, and 
sat down to watch, while he slowly consumed the 
narwhal butter, listening the while to the simmering 
of the piumikin and the roaring of the giile. 
2 D 
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AfUn- his luoagre ineal he \vra|)])e(l himself in his 
bhmkot, and went to sleep. 

This was all very well as loii^^f as it lasted, hut he 
cooled during the iii^hl, and, uu awaiting in the 
Diorning, I'ouiid that keen frost peneti*ated every 
Sbre of his garments and every pore of his skin. 
The storm, however, was over; the moon and stars 
were sliining in a clear sky, and the aurorji was 
dancing' merrily. Eising at once lie Imndh'd up 
his traps, tln-ew the line of his small hand-sled^^ti 
over his shoidder, ami stepped out for home. .But 
cold and want of food had heen telling on him. lie 
soon expcrioiiccd an unwonted sense of fatigue, 
then a drowsy sensation came over him. 

Leo was well aware of the danger of giving way 
to drowsiness in such circiunataiiees, yet, strange 
to say, he was not in the least afraid of being over- 
come, lie would sit down to rest, just for two 
minutes, and then push on. He smiled, as he sat 
down in the crevice of a hummock, to think of the 
fretiuent and needless cautions which his uncle had 
given him against this very thing. The smile was 
still on his lips when his head drooped on a piece 
of ice, and he sank into a deep slumber. 

Ah, Leonard Vandervell ! ill would it liave been 
for thee if thou hadst been left to thyself that day ; 
but sharp eyes and anxious hearts were out on the 
icy waste in search of thee ! 
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On arriving at his winter quarters, and learning 
that Leo had not yet returned, Captain Vane at once 
organised an elaborate search expeilitiuu. The man 
who found him at hist was T5utteriace. 

"Oh, MaasaLeol" exchiinied tliat sable creature 
on beholding the youth seated, wlu'te and cold, on 
the luunniuck; but lie said no more, being fully 
alive to the danger of the situation. 

Rushing at Leo, lie seized and shook him violently, 
as if ho had bt^cn his bitterest foe. There was no 
response from the sleeping man. The negro therefore 
began to chafe, shake, and kick him; even to slap 
his face, and yell into his ears in a way that an 
ignorant observer would have styled brutal. At 
last there was a symptom of returning vitality in 
the poor youth's frame, and the negro redoubled his 
efforts. 

" ifo ! hallo ! Massa Leo, wake up I You 's dyin' 
you is !" 

" Why — what 's— the— matter— Butterf " 

mutlered Leo, and dro]»ped his head again 

"Hi! hallo! ho — o — o!" yelled liutterface, 
renewing the rough treatment, and finally hitting 
the youth a sounding slap on the ear. 

" Ha I I be tink dat vakes you up." 

It certainly did wake him up. A burst of 
indignation within seemed to do more for him than 
the outward buffetings. ile ^Uut Us fiat and liit 


4 20 TIUC GIANT OF TRF, ^TORTH 

Butterfaco a weak but ^vell intendod rij^'lit-haudor 
on the nose. The negro replied with a sounding 
skip on tlie other ear, which induetjd Leo to grasp 
him in his arms and try to throw him. iUitterfaco 
returned the grasp with interest, and soon quite an 
interesting wrestling match began, the only witness 
of which sat on a neighbourint^ hummock in the 
form of a nielunchuly Arctic fox. 

" Hi ! hold on, Massa l^o ! Don't kill mo 
altogiddcr,'* shouted Butterface, as he fell beneath 
his adversary. "You 's n'Ttuvst. right now," 

" Almost right ! what do you mean ? " 

" I mean dat you's bin a'most froze to deaf, but 
I 's melted you down to life agin." 

Tlie truth at last began to dawn on the youn^ 
hunter. After a brief explanation, he and the negr# 
walked home together in perfect hannony. 
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CHAPTER XXXI 

THE LAST. 

In course of time the long und dreaiy winter 
passed away, and signs of the coining spring began 
to manifest themselves to the dwellers in the Polar 
lands. 

Chief and most musical among these signs were 
the almost forgotten sounds of dropping water, and 
!>f tinkling rills. One day in April the thermo- 
meter suddenly rose to eighteen above the freezing- 
point of Fahrenheit. Ca])tain Vane came from the 
observatory, his face blazing with excitement and 
oily with lieat, to announce th(^ fact. 

'• That accounts for it feeling so like summer/' 
said Benjy. 

"Summer, boy, it*s like India," returned the 
Ca})tain, puiVing and fanning himself with liis cap. 
'' We *11 begin this very djiy to make aiiangements 
for returning home." 

It was on the evening of thai day that they heard 
the lirst droppings of the melting snow. Long 
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before that, however, the suu liad come back to 
gladden the Polar regious, and break up the reign 
of ancient night. His departure in autumn had 
been so gradual, that it was difficult to say when 
night began to overcome the day. So, in like 
manner, his return wjw gradual. It was not until 
Captain Vane observed stars of the sixth magnitude 
shining out at noon in November, that he had 
admitted the total absence of day ; and wlien spring 
returned, it was not until he could read tin; smallest 
print at midnight in June that he admitted there 
was " no night there." 

But neither the continual day of summer, nor 
the perpetual night of winter, made so deep an 
impression on our explorers as the gushing adviuit 
of spring. That season did not come gradually 
back like the light, but rushed upon them suddenly 
with a warm embrace, like an enthusiastic friend 
after a long absence. It plunged, as it were, upon 
the region, and overwhelmed it. Gushing waters 
thrilled the ears with the sweetness of an old 
familiar song. Exhalations from the moistened 
eartli, and, soon after, the scent of awakening 
vegetation, filled the nostrils with delicious fra- 
grance. In May, the willow-stems were green and 
fresh with flowing sap. Flowers began to bud 
modestly, as if half afraid of liaving come too 
soon. But there was no cause to fear thai. The 
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glorious sun was strong in his might, and, liku 
his Maker, warmed the nortliom world into exuberant 
life. Mosses, poppies, saxifrages, cochlearia, and 
other hardy plaut.s began to sprout, and migratory 
birds innumerable — sereaming terns, caokling ducks^ 
piping plover, auks in dense clouds with loudlj 
whirring wings, trump{^ting geeae, eider ducks, 
burgomasters, etc., began to return with all the 
noisy bustle and joyous excitement of a family on 
its annual visit to much-loved summer quarters. 

But here we must note a difference between the 
exi.erioncc of our exjAorers and iliRt nf all others. 
Thest; myriads of happy crtiatures— and many others 
that wc have not space to name— did not pass from 
the south onward to a still remoter north, but 
came up from all round the horizon, — up all the 
meridians of longitude, as on so many railway line^ 
converging at the Tole, and settling down for a 
prolonged residence in garrulous felicity among the 
swamps and hills and vales of Flatland. 

Truly it was a most enjoyable season and experi- 
enc(^ but there is no joy without its alley here 
below — not even at the Noi'lli i'ole ! 

'I'he alloy came in the form of a low fever which 
smote down the stalwart Leo, reduced his great 
strength seriously, and confined him for many weeki 
to a couch in their UUle stone lint, and, of course, 
the power of sympathy rctljbed his companiona 
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of ninch of tliat exuberant joy wliicli ihcy sliarod 
willi tho lower animals at tlio advent of beautifui 
spring. 

During tlie period of liis illness Leo's cljief nurse, 
conifortor, and ]>]iiloHO])ln\;iiI coni])anion, was the 
^n'ant oftlie Novtli. And one of tlie .suliject.s wJiich 
occu])ied their minds most frcfjuently was tln^ Word 
of God. In the days of weakness and sulfrring Loo 
took to thai <;Teat source of comfort with tlnrslin^r 
avidity, and intcsnse was his gratification iit tlie 
(uignr desire expressed by llie giant to hear and 
understand wliat it containt^l. 

Of course Alf, and l^enjy, and the Cnptain, and 
ftuUerfjice, as well as Clnihantak, Makit(tkj and 
Anialatok, witli others of the Jilakinios, M'ero iVe- 
^lu^ntly ]>y his side, but the giant never Lift liini 
?Dr more than a brief period, nit^^lit or day. 

"All! (Jhin;rntok," said Leo one day, wlien tlie 
retnrning sprin^i^ had hegnn to revive his stre.iii^Uij 
''J never felt such a love for God's Rook wlien T 
was v,'(;ll and strong as T feel for it no^^' tliat T am 
ill, and 1 little though i that T should fiiui out so 
much of its value while talking aliont it to an 
l^skimo. 1 sliall be sorry to leave you, (Jhingatok 
— veiy pony." 

'^The y(Hin;^ Kablnnet v- Ji"j. yet going to dloj' 
said the giant in n soft voice, 

"1 dill not mean that," i'i'i)lieil Leo, with tlie 
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ghost of liis foi'iner ]n\nvty laugh ; '' 1 mean that I 
shall be oltliged to leave l^'Jallaud aud to return to 
my own home a.s soon us the season pennits. 
Ca]>tain Vane has Ijoen talking to me ahout it. He 
is anxious now to de])ai-t, yet sorry to leave liis 
kind and ]u)S])itable iriendH." 

''], too, am sorry," returned Chi])gatok sadly. 
"No more sliall I hear from your lips the sweet 
words of my Great Fatlier — the story of Jesus. 
Yon ^^'ill lake yonr hook away with you." 

•'T]);it is 1vu<\ my friend ; and it would Ixi useless 
io leave my I^ihle wi(l^ you, as you could not read 
\i, hut the trv/h will remain witli you, Chingatok," 

"Yes," replied (he giant with a significant snn'le, 
^yon eannot take f?iat away. It is here- aud here." 

llii touehed his fon?head and breast as he spoke 
Tluiu he eontiuued : — 

"Those strangle things that A If haft Ijeen trying 
to teaeh me during the long nights I Inive leai'iied 
-1 uuderstaud." 

l!(i referred here to a sylhOnc- alplialiel whieh Alf 
had inve.nCed, and whiclj he had amusc^l himselC iiy 
teaehing to some of the natives, so that tliey migiit 
write down nnd lead those ft^w words and mes- 
sages in theii- own tongue wiiieh foTuieily Qicy had 
ho.m wniit io convey i" each of.licr liy nu^'Mls of 
signs and rude ih'awiuL:;^.- — al'ler the numner of most 
sava^ie.s. 
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"Well, what about tliat?' asked Leo, as bis coin- 
pan ion paused. 

"Could not my friend/' replied Cbiiigatok, 
"change some of the words of his book into tlie 
language of the Eskimo and raark them down?" 

Leo at once jumped at the idea. Afterwards he 
spoke to Alf about it, and the two set to work to 
translate some of the moat important passages of 
Scripture, and write them down in tlie syllable 
alphabet. For this purpose tlicy converted a seal- 
skin into pretty fair parchment, and wrote with the 
ink which Captain Vane had brought with him 
and carefully hutibanded. The occupation proved 
a beneficial stimulus to the invalid, who soon 
recovered nwich of his wonted health, and even 
began again to warder about with his old com- 
panion the repeating rifle. 

The last event of interest which occurred at the 
North Pole, before the departure of our explorera, 
was the marriage of Oolichuk with Oblouria. The 
ceremony was very simple. It consisted in the 
bridegroor/i dressing in his best and going to tlie 
tent of his fiither-in-law with a gift, which he laid 
at his feet He then paid some endearing Eskimo 
attentions to his mother-in-law, one of which waa 
Lo present her with a raw duck, cleaned and dis- 
membered for immediate consumption. He even 
assisted that jjicasod lady iiiimediately to cuusiiuie 
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the duck, and wound up by taking timid little 
Oblooria's hand and leading liei- away to a liut of 
his own, wliich he had 8])ecially built and decorated 
for the occasion. 

As Amalatok had arrived that veiy day on a visit 
from Poloelaiid witli his prime minister and several 
cliiefs, and Grabant-ak was residing on the spot, 
witli a number of chiefs from the surrounding 
islands, who had come to behold the famous Kab- 
lunets, there was a sort of impromptu gatliering of 
the northern cJans wliich lent appropriate dignity 
to the wedding. 

After the preliminary feast of the occasion was 
over, Captain Vane was reqnested to exhibit some 
of his wonderful powers for the benefit of a strange 
chief who had recently arrived from a distant island. 
Of course our good-natured Captain complied. 

"Get out the boats and kites, l^eujy, boy," he 
said; "we must go through our performances to 
please em. I feel as if we were a regular company 
or play-actors jiow." 

" Won't you give them a blow-up first, father?" 

" No, Benjy, no. Never put yo(ir best foot fore- 
most. The proverb is a false one — as many pro- 
verbs are. We will dynamite theni afterwards, and 
electrify them last of all. Go, look sharp." 

So the Captain first amazed the visitor with the 
kites and india-rubber boats; tlien ho lioirified 
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him by blowin*^ o. small iceberg o? some thousands 
or tons into millions of atoms ; ailer whicli he con- 
vulsed him and made him "jump." 

The latter experiment was tlto one to which the 
enlightened Kiskiinos looked forward witli the most 
excited and hopp.ful anticipations, for it was that 
which gratified best their feeling of mischievou.s 
joviality. 

When the sedate and dignified chief was led, all 
ij^jnorant of his fate, to the mysterious mat, and stood 
tlieroon with grave demeanonr, the surrounding 
natives bent their knees, drew up elbows, expanded 
fingers, and glared in expectancy. When the 
dignified chief experienced a tremor of the frame 
and looked surprised, they grinned with satisfaction ; 
when he ijuivered convulsively they also quivered 
witli suppressed emotion. Ah ! Benjy had learned 
by that time from experience to graduate very 
delicately his shocking scale, and thus lead his 
victim step by step from bad to worse, so as to 
squeeze tlie utmost amouni- of fun out of him, belore 
inducing that- galvanic war-dance wjiich usually 
terminatctl the scene and threw his audience into 
fits of ecstatic laughter. 

These were the final rejoicuigB of the wediiing- 
<|.,y — if we excejit a dance in whicli every man did 
what st^cmed Viost in his own eyes, and Muttcn'face 
played ruols on the flute with admirahle incapacity. 
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r>nt there came a day, at last, when tlie inliahi- 
taiils of Flntlaiul were lar iiuleed reinoved from the 
spuil uf uicrvi]nent. 

It, was the lieight ol' Lhu Arctic RUTl^a(:i^-ti^m^ wlicii 
the (Mashing of the great glaciers and the glcianiing 
of the melting bergs told of rapid diaacdution, and 
tlic shjcpless sun was circling its day-and-niglitly 
conrRe in the cvcr-briglit bhie sky. The popuhition 
of Matland was assembled on the beach of their 
native isle - - the men witli downcast h)oks, tlie 
women with sad and tearful eyes. Two india-rul)ber 
boats were on the shore. Two kites were ilyiiig 
overhead. The third boat and kite liad been dam- 
aged beyond re]>air, but the two left were snfHcient 
The Englishmen were about to depart, and tlia 
I'lskimos were inconsolable. 

" My l>():it in on tlu; shore," 

said IJenjy, (|Uol.iiig Byron, as he sliook old Makitok 
by the hand — 

" Ami my kitts ia in Uic sky, 
lint before 1 go, oiw»o more, 
T wiU — bid you--;ill — good — b — ** 

Benjy broke down at this point. 1'lie feeble 
attempt to be facetious to the last utterly failed. 
Turning abruptly on his heel he stepped into the 
Faith and took his seat in the stern. It was the 
Hope whicli had boen tlcstroyed. The Fniih and 
Charity still remained to th*3m. 
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We must draw a curtain over that parting scene. 
Never before in liuman experience had such a dis- 
play of kimily feeling and profoun<l regret been 
witneHsed in similar circumstanros. 

"Let go tlie tail-ropes !" said Ciiptain Vano iji a 
husky tone. 

" Let ifo de ropes/' echoed Butteriace in a broken 
voice. 

The ropes were let go. The kites soared, and 
the boats inished swiftly over tlie calm and glittering 
sea. 

On Hearing one of the outer islands the voyagers 
knew that their tiny boats would soon be shut out 
from view, and they rose to wave a last farewell. 
The salute was returned by the Eskimos — with 
especial fervour by Chingatok, who stood high 
above Ills fallow^ on ?i promontory, and waved the 
parcliment roll o/' Lexts which he grasped in his 
huge right hand. 

Long after l.e boats had disappeared, the kites 
could still I'L* 2f.!3n among the gorgeous clouds. 
Smaller and smaller they became in their flight to 
the mysterious south, until at last they seemed 
undistijiguishable specks on the horizon, and then 
vanished altogether from view. 

One by one tlie Eskimos retired to their homes — 
Blowly and siully, as if loath to part from ihe scene 
where th« word Ikrewell had been spoken. At last 
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all were goiin save Cliin*j;atok, who still stood for 
houiy on the promontory, pressing the scroll to lu 
heaving cliesi, und gfi/ing intently at the place on 
the hoii/.on where his i'riei'ds had disaijpe.ared, 

Thcit; va.s no night to bri:i^ ')is vigil oi- liis medi- 
tfilioMs to a elose, but time wo?"; h' k out at lust. 
With a sigh, iimonnting almost to a groan, lie turned 
and walked slowly away, f.iid did not atop until lie 
stood upon the Pole, wl^n^ he sat down or one of 
the Captain's stools, and gazed mournrujJy at the 
remains oF the dismanthid observiitnry. There lie 
was found by old Makitok, and for some ihna the 
giant and the wizard held converse together, 

" I love these Kablunets," said Cliingatok. 

"Tliey are a strange race," returned the wizard. 
" Tliey mingle much folly with their wisdom. Tlicy 
come here to find this Nort Pole, tins notliing, and 
titey find it. Then tlioy go away and leave it! 
What good has ii done them?" 

" 1 know not," replied Chingatok humbly, " but 
1 know not everything. They have sliowod me much. 
One thing they have showed mo — tiiat behind all 
things there is something else which J do not see. 
The Kablunets are wonderful men. Yet I pity 
them. As Blackbeard has said, some of tliem are 
too fond of killing themselves, and some are too 
fond of killing each other, T wish they would come 
here — the 'Ahule nation of them- -and learij how to 
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live in peace and be happy among the Eskimos. 
But they will not come, Only a few of their best 
men venture to come, and T should not wonder if 
their countrymen i\."ased to believe the half of wha* 
they tell them when they get home." 

Old Makiiok made no reply. He was puzzlteu, 
and V ■ ii puzzled he usually retired to his hut and 
went to bed. Doing so on the present occasion, he 
left his companion alone. 

"Pooi, poor Kablunets," murmured Chingatok; 
desuendi!*f|; from his position and wandering awaj 
towards the outskirts of tt-.i village, "you are verj' 
clever, but you are somewhat foolish. I pity you* 
but I also love you well !" 

With his grand hoad down, his anns crossed, and 
the scroll of texts pressed close to his broad bosom 
the giant of the North wandered away, and finally 
disappeared among the flowering aud rocky up- 
lands of the interior. 


THS END 


i^ilhibuvgh : Priiiteil hy T. and A. Jonstabj.k. 


